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This report was written in O::::teber 1991 after the annual \\Orksh::p held
for all the advice offices and service programnes of the Black sash. It
will be followed by a trief sumrary of the individxal advice office rep:>rts
which cannot be carq:>lled until after the Nat1(rU1.1 Cm!erEnCe in Kueh.

1. VICUlCE.

All \\Or!< in ltOst parts of SOuth Africa has to be dcne in the ccntext of
the violenCs cc:nflict in Natal, in the Transvaal and new in cape~ where
the 5O""Called "taxi war" is delastat1ng the ~ps there. Even KnyS1a
is beginning to experitnce the spill-over fran that particular ccnflict.

Of great ccn::ern are the assass1nat1<:ns of local political leadership figures
and the attacks al =nnuter transp:::>rt. Many cbservers new believe that
there is planning behind the killings and are asking serious questiCllS about
h:w it fits into the p=ss of transit1al and the political manoeverings
to told al to power. The v10lence seems to be turned al and off like a tap
at the will of pecple wOO are sJdlled in the tecm:l.ques of destahilisatiCll.

It is reminiscent of the Naticnal 5e:::udty ManagES'llE!llt ~stan of P.W.Both's
days which was a two pnnged strategy to ~addreS$ the grievances of the
pecple~ al the ale h'lnd and ruthlessly repress political q:positicn al the

"""'".
The sane t;,o strands can be discerned new - the very iJq:lortant repeal of
apartheid legislati<:n al the ale had and sc:metiJD;s devious attempts to
defeat the p:::>litical q::p::siticn. al the other. The revelat1cns and
adnissials rnOOe at the time of the tnJ<athagate scandal are believe::! to be
cnly the tip of an iceberg but reve had the salutary effect of making us
all Jl'Ore cynical again and less trusting. Analysing what is actually dale
rather that what is said has again becane a pricdty.

There is no do.Jbt tmt we will have ncn-r<'W::ial elect.i<:ns based al a
U1.iversal franchise but whether they will be free and fair is doubtful.



2. ~ CLASSIFICAT!QN,

TM r._.1 of tne PODUlilUon R.<;istriltion Act nilS not r._ill.d
rile. elilssificiltion. All Qf US ..1'>0 nilve .lr...ay 0••1'1 .nt.r." in
tne POQUI .. tion R.<;i .. t.r ilt tn. ti•• of tt>e r.Qi.. tr .. tion of birtn
or. fal11no; tn.t. ..t the ti•• of ilPplle.tl0n for an lo.ntity
Ooeu••nt r ••• ln cla.... ifi.., ilceorllinQ to r.e. iln" tn.s .. till
"ietilt......ny _ct.. of our I1V....1'10 "l'Iicn of tne ...ny
aiff.r.nt <;I0v.rn nt ".p..,..e-.nt.. i .. r ...~n"i!;>l. fo'" pu,..
ilO.ln 1" t,.. .. tion.

So... of tn. .xil.....no ,.,..v. ,...tu,..n.d to Soutn Pfrlea nave n.v.r
b••n .nt.,...d into th. R.Q'.t.,... Tn.y f .. 11 into twe .ilin 9rouO. -
tn••Io.rly ..1'10 l.ft ..cr. tn.n tnirty y••r ••Qo .. ltneut .v.,..
..oOlylnQ for .. R.f.r.nc. BOOk o.c"u". tn.y ,... involv." in tn.
pro t •• t .<;.'1'1" t tn. i ..go.. i t ion of tn. Pa on • f,.. lean "0 1'1.
;In" tn. young ..1'10 l.ft roO"'. ,...e.ntly .. itnout ..oglVin9 fa,.. ;I P ..
or ..no ...r. oorn out.l0. to SP .xil....

Th.y ..r. no.. ent.,..e" into trl. R.<;i.te,.. fa,.. tn. fl,.. .. t tl... and ,,"'e
not cl lfi.d .ccordin.. to ,...c •. Tnere i. no 10nQ.r .nytnin.. in
tn. la nicn p,..ovid•• for ;I ,..;lei .. 1 definition.

T". youn.; on... n••d to .. gply to ent.r .. "cl'>Ool in
y.a,... To ..nien .du",.Uon ilutl'lOrlty ",u.t tMey ..ogly?

tn. coming

Tn. .Iderly .. ,..••ntltl.o to ... t.t. old "\Ie o.n.. ion out 1'.1'1" ion..
.. r. """,lni.t.,...a Oy 17 diff.,...nt .c.. lni.. t,.. .. tiv...... tne,..i~i... - ten
l"oO... I ..na... fou,.. Prov inc 1.. 1 ..d" 11'1 i .. tr. t ion. fo'" 0 I ac k _r ..on....no
liv. ou t .. iae tn. no-I ..na., ana tn. co lou,..ea. .... i ..n ana ..1'1 i t.
ilc.. inl.tr .. tion.. of tn. t,..ie •••,.. .. 1 P .. rli .....nt.

Whit. o.n.. ion.,.. .. ,..ec.'v. R31" oer .ont."\,
_n.ion.,.. .. "27~ o.r ..cntn iln" Olilek o.r..on..

eolou"'.a
R23~ .

T",. .."vice office.... ill tAk. Ie<;ill ..ction on o.nillf of tn. flr.t
.....c:n p.,.. ..on ..1'>0 i .. telg ..net",. Cilnnot nilv. ;I 0.1'1.101'1 ilt tile l.vet
of R3'" bec ..u .....t>e 1.. ol ..c:k c...t t.... S.pt_o.r _.tln9 ill ..o too'"
iI ".ci.. ion tn.. t __.. t int.n.. ify ou'" .ffort.. to nilv. tn. ~o..n
aff .. ir .. - ..c_aul. to t_ 1ge" SP Con.. titution r.l)eill.., at tne
0.9 inn 11'1<;1 of tMe 1992 oa,..lia...nt..ry ...... ion.

It .. ill Q trilg.dy if tni.. _n.. trou....y.. t ... of;l aultiolic:ity
of puollc rvice.. i. ciI,..ri." .. itn u. into tn. futur•. No 1'1."
<;ov.rn...nt .. ill b. aol. to a.ill .. itn it.. lI,..io,..1ti... if it fi,.. .. t
nil. to di....antl. tn.... tN,...;luc,.. ..ei....

,



3RETURNING EnLES.

The .nti<:: ip.t.d prob I....,. h.v. not m... ter ial i ••d. Th. O.o.r tment 01
Hom. Affair. is doin.. all it <::.n to en sur. tn.. t .~il... do not
e~p.ri.n<::. oiffi<::ulti.s .. ith tn.ir oo<:umentation.

For.i.. n "pou"... of South A1ri<::.n e~iles are .~.mpteo

<::umoer"o..." pro<:: ••dure" involv"o 1n applyin.. 10r
r".. io"n<::" .nd .. r ... iv"n permi".. ion to reside .. t tn.
.ntry.

from tne
per......nent

par t of

Xno.... , T"....n nd V.nd .... p•• kino; Soutn A1ri<:: ..n" ..no... <::iti:ensnip
..... t ... k.n y 1rom tn.m on t"'e aay of ind..p.nd.n<::e 01 tl'1eir
imouted homel ..nd" .. r. be in.. re<::ogniseo as Soutn Afri<:: ... n <:itizens
on their return. The rullng is tl'1at .. 11 .~ile" Mave been
tempor ..rily ..b".nt ..nd h..ve tl'1er.fcr" been permanently re.. ident
1n SA ..hile tl'1ey M..ve b""n .l"...ne~e. Tl'1is entitle.. tl'1e... to
~"sto~ation of tl'1ei~ <::itizensnio.

The only ~eal P~Olllems e~pe~ien<::.d .~e in c ..ses .. 1'1,,~e 10<::.1
011i<::i .. ls ae not unoe~st..nd o~ comply .. itl'1 the guidel.ines .. nd, in
sOme c ..ses. "ne~e cl'1ild~en l'1ave be"n bo~n cut.. ioe SA ..no la<::k
p~001 01 bi~t'" .na 01 tl'1e f .. tne~·s <::iti:"n"nio .t t"'e time 01
tne bUtn.

TMe co-ope~.tion 01 the Oep.~tment pf Hotne Aff.i~.. i. in .. t.~k
cont~ .."t to the continuing obstruction and ~lgidity of tl'1e
Oep..~tment of Ju.. tice ..hich ..dtniniste~.. th.. indemnity
p~oceeau~e... Thi .. ~em.. in•• very re.. l Ilrobl.m bec.use tl'1e
deoar tmen t '" in t"r .,nt t. t10n of tne inaetnn i tv o;u iae 1ines is
e~tremely ~e .. t~ictive. Advice 01fi<::es r,,1.r .11 "uc" ca..es to
I ....y ..rs oecause it i .. beyona t"e skills 01 pa~a-l.o;.. l .. to resolve
tl'1etn .

".TRAINING.

The tr .. ining Ilrogratnme.. continue ana are oeing .~tendeo. Tl'1ere is
.. c ..mana for tr .. inin.; in medi.tion ..no con1lic:t ~ ...olution .. kills
1rotn tl'1. many Q ...~ .. -Ieg.l MO ..re ..or kino; .. itM Il.ople in l .. na
ci.ims di .. pute.. , di .. put bout uogr ..dino; ,,<;h.m... in in1erm.. l
..ettlement.. , di.llut." .eout the "io;" co.. t" ot essenti.1 .e~vice..
• tc: .

Advice of1ic". are incre..sin.. lv eein n .... resource c ..ntr".. 10r
.. ia.r a.v.IOllment progr ..mmes to ..aare tn. probl.m.. 01 the .. 1'101e
community. This n 10..,1,''' b••n tne ide.. I but it nas oeen
t"....rted by t"e cri of r ... i .. t ..nce .. nd tMe "t.. t.· .. r""ponse ey
..ay 01 States 01 Emerg.ncy ..nd oth.r meanS 01 repr.""ion.

It i .. no..
ere. tion of

po".. ibl" to ..ork more
.. more just soci.ty.

3

c:on" true tivel I,'



Th.... i~ ~Iso ~ most u .....nt neeo 10" info..m~tion on the b•• ic~ of
tne p".. li~m.nt".. v .nd .I.ction p..oc.~•• P.opl...no n.v. n.v....
vOt.d b.10..e .nd ..no n.v. n.v".. b.en lobi" to ."c"..ci~. "nv
.... t .... int. on V",os. wno n.v. ruled ov.r th.", I.ck tn. ",o.t b•• i<;:
,,-naerstanain.. 01 ..h.t. vote is .n1:l-ho.. it can be u.ea. Tn.
N.tion.l P.rtv constitution.1 p.. opos.ls incluo", orO"i5ion fQr
tno•• ~t 10c.I ~na ..... iQn.1 1.-,.1 ..no n.v. prop.rty to ."ercis"
t ..ovote5. At tn. e;r ••~roots ".0,,1. n.ve. ".rc.ptiQn tn.t tnev
cion vote s.ve... l times over - tn" most CQmmon ."o....~ion of this
0.in9 the int.ntion tQ vote 10r ootn the ANC .na tn. 5ACP.

For tni. r ••<;on ..e n.ve t.k"n • aecision to focus 0" o.sic
inform.tion to tne communities we ..or. witn ."d int"na to proauc •
• • ",.11 book "You .na You.. Vo~.-· .na tQ u•• it e"ten.ively.~ •
tool 10r .. ivin.. info..m.tion ju.t •• we aia with "You .na YQU..
LQc.1 Autnority."

5. ,"OMEN ANO PEOPLE 101"'0 ~ IN RURAL AREo'lS.

It is • c.. io.. ity for u. to .".01. tn.
e.pec i.l1 y ..u ... 1 women. to b. h....d
el .. b.t.s.

voi<;:e. of
in the

ru... 1 "eQple ••nel
".",nq n.tiQn.1

field
this •

""e .nd .dvic. Qffice
focus 01 .11 "Qrk.

t ... i"ing CQ-Onl i". to...

TRAC h•• oeen ..orkine; int..nsiv"ly to link th" wom.n" ... roup. th.v
n.v" wQrkea witn in tn" past i" tn.. fignt "Qainst r"mo ....al
togetner to .ddr.,ss tne p..oole"'5 Qf tl"le futur".

a"in .. inq .. rou"s of wom.n to..etl"l... from different o... ts
T.. ans...... 1 h.s lea to tl"le fQrm.tiQn of tne Rur.l Wom.n-5
.. l"licn i ••do""55i"" tl"l. m.jor oroole",s tn.y ."o"rience
1.nd .nO joo cr•• tion. Tl"l.v ~im to bring tl"l.s .. i ••u••
... .,nd.5 of tl"l. n.tion~1 ooliti<;:~1 movements.

Of tn"
"a....em"nt

... ter,
on to tl"le

Rur~l "Q",.n rel~t" tl"leir po.." .. I.SSn.5S to their legal po.itian in
r"I.tion to l.nd. its o..nersnil: .nel us......

In loll ••ctors of Soutn
5ubmi~.iven..ss .nd to
pr••enc. 01 aomin.nt .nd

6" LAND

Afric.n .ocietv
I••rn to ~p•• k
oo..... ful m.I ••.

"Omen n"ea ta 51'1.0
out fear less Iv in

tneir

"0

WOrk of the BI.Ck S.sh s ... vice
<;:onflict bet.....n the .. 1ght ta

tn. rigl"lt to secur" 5nelter.

.r",. "'10k". us .cut.ly
ownersnip 01 "riv.t.

....... of
proo.r ty

At th.. momen t
own.rsnip .nd

tn. nation.l d .. O.t. focu••• only 0" tne .. ignt to
do•• not t.k" into .ccount tn. rie;ht. of tenure



whi<;h Should b••nshrin.d for t"ose ..ho "ave nev.r o..n.o but "av.
o<;<;upieo and are using l.nd.

T".. oem.nds for restor.tion, restitution and r.oaration bv
tnose "no nave b.en oispossesseo are as yet un"e.ro .nd .r. not
on the ....nd" of any pf t"e Qarties involved .t tne national
I.vel. Th.y must be heard .nd debateo and r ••olv..d •• part 01 th..
10rmation of tne n... South A1ri<;a.

L.nd is .t the root p1 ",ost of the proble",s fa<;ing uS botn in
uroan .ne rur.l ar••s and i'l the h.art of tne debate .bout
"nationalisation." Is lane, a finite resour<;e on ..ni<;" lif.
a.p.nos, to b. u'l.d for t"" private profit .no .nri<;nm.nt of t"..
fe .. ilt the .~p..ns. of future gener.tions?

For uS this i. not.n .<;.demic aue.tion. It is tn. v.ry ..ss.nc:. of
our daily ..ork .s ..e try to assist oeople ..no ar. hom.I ••s, ..ho
have been .vic:t.o 1rom farms .. itn t"eir f.m~li.... , ..ho c.nnot .1ford
to .vail tnem•• lv.s 01 "nv 01 tne housing options o.ing present.d
at tni.. tlme.

The .viction 01 blac:k famili ... from farmS ..nerl' tney n.ve liv"o
for ",any ye.rs is. partic:ul.r cof'lc:.rn of t"e E.st Lcnc;lon,
Grilnamsto..n .f'ld l<ny.na .c;lviC:iI 01fic:.s ano of tn" rur.1 field
..or~er...very..here.

For these re.sons
o ..ner.hip nilS been
'1ervic:e pr09rilmmes.

tne <:uestiof'l
identifieo .s •

..
"0

oopo...o to
Blac:~ SiI.l".

7. MANAGEMENT ANQ FUTURE PLANNING CONCERNS.

Tner. is a gre.t tempt.tion in trois ti"'e of tr.nsition for long
est.o I is''.d NGOs to Qro.. l.rger .no to .C:C:O",mooilte thems.lv... to
tne ne" situation ..nere prpjec:ts must be desi9n..a ac:c:oraing to
tne c:riteri. of d,.velopment imperatives.

It is very imPortant but the Blac:~ Sas" is prim.rily • "u",.n
rignts orq.nis.ti.on ..nic:n n..eOs to ..aint.in its inoel:>enoenc:,. into
tne 1uture. Viol.tions I:>f num.n riqnts ilre mostly perpetriltee by
qovernm.nts ano bv the .... ltI'''' upon the poor.

Wo
'00

.r. very smilll .no h.v. for 36 ye.rs b.en
voluntilry involvem.nt of our ",.mbers.

I.rq.. ly Or iv..n

As • voluntary or"ilnisation we 00 not h.ve the C:.II.c:ity for
inoefinite .~pansion nor 00 ..e think that it would n.cess.rily
.ovan<;. Our .i",. ano obj.cts ..nic:h .re to strive for justic:e and
mor.lity in governm..nt.

,



Il ..... til. <;.p.<;ity to "'.""Q. or tu"d "1,,rQ•• ~p,,"wiO" ot our
work.

w. Il..... d.<;id.d tll"t w. "uwt r.",.i" • "I •• " ",,,<;Ili".- fo<;uw.i"Q 0"
the <;o"ti"ui"Q ... iol.tio". of Ilu..." riQ,.,t. i" Sout,., Afri<;••"e
w..ki"Q w"yw i" w,.,i<;,., w. <;." <;o,",o.t t,.,• ., ."d oro-et. t,.,. id•• of
ju.t1<;••"d a.<OlOC:r.<;y in • <;ou"try w,.,ic'" fl.S "ot knew" .ltl'l....

We e .. n ••k. W Cfl • fl d dec i.io" bec.uw. trw 0
e ..Q.... iw.tio... "Ow ..op inQ in tfl. fi.la. W•••• Our
C.i"Q to n.tooo.. k witfl U "0 to ••• l< w.ys i .. w"'iCfl we
oe.... t. wit,., tn t,.,... u••" ...kinQ to coaP.t. witn
fiel". w....... w. h fo...0 10"Q _.n .Ion••

,­
••

00-

"
TI'\e Q..ounafloo.. _"k i ••bwolut.l wwenti.l if we to
.cl'li j .... tic. in • tutur. woci.ty. Justi.<; "d e.-oc <;y .
• ft 11. a.fin.." by t,.,. ."fo..c ..."t 0' tfl iQnt. ot O..Cl ...
o_pl••q.i"wt oo_.. f ... 1 ..... 1......"a ."t..."Cfl.C t>u ........ <; ...ci....

Thl. "'.s .Iw.y. b...n OUr focuw ."e will ........ i" .0 .nto t""
fo...w•••bl. futu....
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