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Report on the Black Renaissance Convention held at Hammanskraal,
December 13-16, 1974

The Registration office opened at 2,00 p.m. Many delegates started pouring into
the Conference Centre, the majority in the early patt of the evening.

Inspite of the ruling by the Steering Committee that no White reporters would
be allowed at the Convention, two White newsmen presentedl thomselves early in
the afterncon, They wors dealt with without further ade. Fortunately, they
cooperated very willingly. At. 2.30 p.m. the house was called to order. DaJ
Allen Boesak, presently a candidate for the Dectorete of Divinity in Helland,
rogquosted Bishop James of the A.M.E. Church to open the proceedings with a
prayer. He wolcomed the delegates to Hammenskranl,  Only informal business was
conducted that night., The reat of the night was taken up with a goneral "Let-
us=knowW-each—other",

SATURDAYy 14TH DECEMBER

Spoaaking on behalf of tho Steering Committee, Ds. Allen Boosak welcomed everybody.
A fow announcements Were made:

1) Rev. John Thorne, President of the South African Council of Churches, was
appointed %o chair the day's meeting;followed by Rev. Stan Mogoba on the
15th December.

2} Mo eloctronic eguipment would be allowed into the conforence hall during
the proceedings. Only cne t.pe—mhrdor could be used by the Committoe to
record the hes of the g

3) Photographs wore not to be taken during the sessions, except outside and with
the permissicn of tho subject.

4) There were slight mlterations in the Agenda o.g. Mro. Meer would replace
Mr Colling Ramusi ms first speaker,

Rev. J. Thorne took tho chair. He thanked the Ad Hoo Steering Committee for
bringing so many Black pecple under the same roof, "If you fail to plan you
have planned to fail", he gquipped.

Ho allowed a five-minutes-break for the delegates to know one another and to
sharo some of their anxleties, fears and expoctations about the Convention.

Fratornal greetings of solidarity were given by Rev. M, Ngakane (Mission and
Evangelism - S.A. Council of Churches), Rev. E, Tema (N.G. Kerk in Afrika —
Ministeras' Fraternal), Mrs. J. Phakathi (Christian Institute of Southern Africa),
Rove Andy Makhens (IDAMASA - in the place of Rev. Sol Lediga). Ds. E. Tema,

of the N.G. Kerk in Afrika, uttered some significant worda: "He wish the Coafe-
renca well and welcome the opportunity whers Elacks come together. We find our-
gelvens living in a fragmented Church structure, The Black section of the N.G.
Kerk is aware of the oppression aond is no longer propared to put up with it."
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Dss Allen Boepak informed the Conference of a mimilar Convention which was
taking place in Namibia 13th-16th December. The Black Henaissance pluedged its
absoluts solidarity with the Namibian poople, and asked thizm %o be Tocorded,

At 9440 aem., tho chair allowed the delogates to shout their feare and cxpoe—
tations as these arcse in their mindas:

Expectations: Solidarity, Liberation, Commitment, Self-determination, Power,
Fearlossnoss, Directicn, Togethernuss, Cenfromtatien, Concrote
Action, Honesty, Facing Reality.

Fears: Problems toc many to cope with, misintcrpretation and distortion of the
facts, Isolationism, Clorified workshop, What after Comvsniion?, Fear
of oursolves and our shaodows, Lack of single mindedneoss, Hoselanders
Will be attacked, not sincers im talking nbout liberatien, Hew can
christisns accommodate Muslims in thoir theolegy?

Rev. Moeti Maurice Ngokenco's Presidential Addross:

In it ho emphasised concopte like solidarity, the opportuneness of the Convention,
its historic nature and the need for united practical action. (cf. wholae spesch)s

10,15 2.ms TEA EREAK ~ Moeting Tesumed at 10.40 a.m.

Before Mrs. Fatima Meer could prosent hoer address, a tiradas of questicns and
"peints of ordors" wera directed at the Chairman. Some of the questiens concer-
ned tho composition and natureofthe Steuring Committes; others questioned the
aims and ebjocts of the Convention and felt thot they should and had to be radi-
calisods Tho Steuering Committes replied to all the gquerics. Other intorjecticne
were purely childigh and showod a sericus lack of understanding of democratic
procedural rules at such conferences. Tho Chairman gently allowed the debates
to drag ons The Stoering Committee made 1t clear that its programme was flexi-
ble, because it did not wish to stifle propesals and widep discussions. One
motion after another littered the chair's table.

As tho scssicn progressed, it became evidont gbat some delegatos (later identi;
fied as BPC) were terrified of a new rival political organisation, Their fears
wera allayed when they were reassured that this was never the original intention
of tha organisers. The Steoring Committee readily cndorsed the suggestions that
tho Convention should be seon ms a reinforocment of other black crganisations
who had also struggled for the liberation of the Black pooplos

Another element came to the fore — i.e. the presence of some porsons who are
actively invelved in the political institutions of Apartheid. It was bocoming
clear that "separato development and its institutions” would come under heavy
fire from the Conference.

Before the lunch-break, the house ngreed that two committeas be formed in order
to expedite matters:

1. Resolutions Committes
2, Committee to deal with "Aims end Objects"



1.35 p Third session

Telograms, letters of congratulations and good wishes for the Black Ronaissance
Convention Wwere read. They came from Scuth Africs, United States of Americs
and Western Burops. Ono or two of the telogroms were queried, especially the
g, nitad Stotes. One delegato expressed his fears of tha €.1.4.
perialiem and that the Conventien should wateh against this menace.

Tha members of tha Committee to revise the "Aims and Objocts" weres
Oscar Motsepe = K. Tema =  Mike Ranthe

Resolutions Committoe
Jo Phaksthi - L, Bassool - D, Curry - Mre. Qunta - D, Ntuli'

Mra, Fat g Spooch: "RBle of Women in mociet¥eesess”

She roquested the Confercnce to rise in order to pay reepect tor
Reve Mayatula = who symbolisos the detaineas-without=trials
Nelscn Mandela = who symbelises these on Hobben Imland.

Oliver Tembo = who symbolises those in Exile.

Abraham Tiro = who symbolimes these who died in the struggle.

After her brilliant speech and prosentation, Mrs. Neor was subjocted %o a
barrage of interceting gquestions.

When the Chairsan called upon Mr. 5. Motsusnyans - President of NAFCOC - to
address the Conforence on "Black Conscicusnoss and the economic position of the
Black man in South Africa", soma "points of order” calla worc made. It was

&%t this stage that Rov. Ngaksne threatenud to “take very sirong measures"
nagainst thoss who failod to conduct themselves in an orderly fashion. Mr.

Mr, Motsuenyane thon procoeded to deliver his address. He answered all tha
quostions that wore put to him, fellewing his talk. At 4,10 pum. the Confere-
noe ndjourned for tec.

Hhen business rosumed at 4.55 p.m., Rev, Ngak d the Conf that tha
Comnmittee rosponsible wee still condensing tho 21 suggested "Aims and Ob jocta"
inte a digest form: In the moantime the Conforonce was to continue with the
papera.

Speaking on bohalf of the group that had come to bo known as the SASO/BFC axis,
& dologeto publicly apologised for the irresponaible behaviour of his allies
without withdrewing their sentiments, especially on tho neod for unity and seli-
darity, Rev, Ngakano acceptod tho apology. He nosurcd everyone thot all the
delegates wero free to oxpross themeelvea and mako whatever contribution they
doemed fit, Only tho unruly eloments would not bo toloratod.

Ir. Manas Butholesi sepoke ony "The relevanco of Black Theology im the libore-~
%ion of a people — the christian challenge of Black Theolegy". Gueetiona and
a bricf discussion ensued sa uwsunl, Ds. Allen Bocsak anncunced thet the papera
of the gucst-spenkers would be made avoilable in due course.

The Confercnce adjounred for supper and roturncd to the night sceeicn at 7.45 p.m.

In order to push ferward with the agends, the house voted in favour of working
till late into tho nights It wos onnouncod that the "Dashikia® - a Black musi-
ecal group = would ronder m purformance moon after the evening scssion.
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The Convenor of the Rosolutions Committec roportoed their findings. Hre. Phakathi
peinted out thot hor committes had sven it fit to draw a clear distinction be-
tweon whaot they eaw to bo AINS from other proposals which sounded more like
Hesolutions. The discussion centrod around tho aime, postponing the Resclutions
to a later atago, in order to allow anondmonte. Clarificatory questions nbout
the "medus clegondi® were directed at the Steering Committcs and were astisfac-
torily answorod. Tho presence of tho "Homolandurs' was challenged. It wae
ropeatodly stated that the leaders of the Blpnck poople were the Scbukwea, Sisulus
and Mandalas, and certainly not the "Homeland Lendera" who nre o Government impo—
mition on tho people. (N.B. nll the original as well as subssquent "fims and
Objects" as well as Resolutiona of tho Convontion can be found under eppendizf,

Finslly, the sims of the Convention were reduced to fivé psintsi

1, Black solidarity for total Black liberation.
2, To articulate tho Black people's aspirationa.

3. Acknowlodge tho exioting Bluck orgenisations and give moral and other
pupport for liboration of Black puople.

4+ To ocutline p programme of potion for Blpok liberation.

5+ To appoint o Stcering Committes for crganising nnd co-ordinating future
megtings of Black organisatione.

The Resclutions wers cut dovn to six (ef. appendix). Pollowing somo lively
debatos on the implicnticns of tho aimm, tho night sessicn onded.

SUNDAY: 15TH TBCEMBER

At. 9.00 a.m. the firet soseion of the day bognn under the chairsanghip of Rev.
Stan Mogoba. The Chairsman warned the heuse thot we wera behind schodule. One
apeaker, subeaquently supported by a tiny sinority reminded the choirman that the
house had beon promised that the itoms on Eescluticns would take procedonce over
othor business. Tho majority felt that it was nonsonse.to try ond discuss mo-
tiona or resclutions in a cumbursome crowd of three hundred people. Instcad

it wam suggoated thot tho housc had better divide ftswlf into oight werksbops
for a thorough dysoussion on each of tho suggested resolutiocns. Mra. Fatima
Mesr resolved the matter by tabling a motion which wae unanimeusly accoptad.

It read: “We accept tho objoctives ond reselutions submitted by the Reselutions
Comaittes of this house, He new instruct the worksheps to discuss thosa reselu-
tions and objectives with & viow to formulating a decloration of the Black
Ronaissance Convention.™.

The nzea of the cight groupa were ascurdingly road. After calling out tho nomes,
the Bcorctory asked all thoge wheso namce hod boon ommitted te come to the chair,
oo th.t they ceuld be allecated to the eight groups. Bocawse most of tho 5A50/

1o had Tegietored too late and bocauso somo of thom had not boen rogistered
urally, a numbor of thoir namos did not appear, on the official list

boen drawn up carly in the Confercnca., Led by ono or two dubjoue cho-
the SAS0/DPC axios decided to form thomsclvea imte fAe ninth group, The
Stcnﬂ.n.; Conmittoe had no objoctions %o this move and apologiscd to thuems It

is surprising then when these etudonts accusod tho houso of discriminating ageinst
thom, dubbing them “feroign elemcnts". Somp procicus time was wastod on arguncnts
which wont in circlos and sn‘.li‘ h:ﬂ.ru on estupid trifles,

Though not following a .'losicnl pmmru of argumentation, some waluable elatemontas
Wore uttored. c.g.t

&) Thu regaining of our country and its woalth.
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b) Tha typo of social order aftor liboration,

e) Tho dangers of olitiom.

4) Foreign investmonts in South Afriea generally and homolends in particular,
©) The koen intercet of the imperialist foreignors in our liburation struggle,

Ate 4.25 peme Fr. A.M. Zwans spoke ony "Social Communicatione media in dovelo-
ping countries”. Omeostione follewed hiw dynamic psper. The howso concluded that
there was at loast only ene way of controlling tho newsmedia - vizs the founding
of a Black-ownod nowspapor or magazine. Othorvise, Black poople im South Africe
will never comaunicate the way thoy would liko to.

Fathor Zwene's papoer was Tollowod by a joint presentation of their spoech by

Migs Poszia Fisher and Mr, Harold Nxasmha. They spoke on: "Tho Labour situation
in South Africa and Black awarencss", Inovitably, this paper sperkod off nuch
discussion, rovelving around the rBle of tho proletoriate in the struzgle, Trade
Unicnism ote. After the Chairman had thankud all threo speakera, the Cenfercnce
ad journed for supper, Tho womon wera requestcd te carry thair supper to the
gonforense hall whore they bmuid have a privete session,.

At. Te 15 peme: A epeskor insisted that the Conforence had to deal with the satter
of the doclaration as & matter of priority. Finally, it waos agraoed that Frofossor
0. Wkondo's paper on "The Gducational world of Blmcks in South Africa® should
pruccde a discuseion on the proposed Doclaration. Having answered a barroge of
challenging questions, Profossor O. Nkondo was given a epontancous standing ova—
tion by the Cenfercnoe.

Thon the most dramatic and crucial moment of the Comvention started. Aftur the
Rosolutions Committec hed roportod ite findings, cepecislly the seciion concorning
the Duelaration and Rasolutions, a hented and lively dobato cnsuod., Bofors a
voto on tho wholo corpes of tho Declaration was takon the Confurence discussed
overy clause of tho docuscnt plus the Resolutions, individually.

Once again, tho matter on separate dovelopment coused ,‘gcg% to flare up. In
due eourso, the house made it clear that the Black poople in Gouth firics rejec—

ted what was constantly referrod to as "that iniguitous fascist systom". At somo
stage one dologato ccndomned homolonde as "fascist excretions...." &3 the Reso-
lutions condemncd "soparato dovelopmont and all its institutions....”, cortain
delogotes sounded a note of warning about a possiblo ambiguity. ‘ot sert of
institutions sro we roférring to? One spoakor pointed owt thnt the so-onlled
Bantu, Colourcd and Indian "uwnivorsities" wurc alec ingtitutions of scparate deve-
lopment. In fact, cur wholo lifo as Blacks was based on suparate developsent.

The delegates thon made it clear, they meant primarily the "political institutions"
and such like bodies. At one moment, a delegate throatuned to “scrap" th. students
from tho Convention, because by studying ot those "wniversitioa" thuy were colla-
boratcra of the system tool (Loud laughtor).

« Peting Meer sounded a word of varninz about tho dangurs of blagk r:
wm ¢ bo sharala 8 _pooplao, irruspmﬁ\te of rece, reli
She waa Tracting to Tomarka which cow Sen intor prut@d
as miat attitudos. Mandela, Sobukwe, Bike, Tiro and Pnyanl enn nuver be
accused of racism.
) inocs .nnd.
ot b m h m...ml a flnry—up wag the nne doaling with deta
fx:;car kst s d Sa80 for cundorning tho Homoland 1«;@01; i: b co
ik g De I\uaad-uar__o,!'_llﬂ-ﬂ-“a
hi ].gt aking uc&__w;wihi}_o
“ 3 .,J‘ZD had to two Homeland luadun - vigi Gotahp Puthelesi and Sonny

E hunnuu. 'ﬁu proved to bo & dnsning ravelation.
I-equ_, for the reloaso of e wndnlew Annied the allegation.
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#re. Moor, who was involved ia the bittor oxchonge of words with tho insulting
5450 “lesdsr", blamod the Chairman for failing te protect her againet such shamo-
loze uncouthnoss nnd for stopping hor (Mre. Neor) from oxplaining tho matter
furthor. That was whon she wee falsely ropertod to have resignod from the Cen=
wontion in protest. All this happoned after the Dodlaration and Resclutions

had boen unanimeusly passods By adopting tho Deolarotion and fiesolutions with
such acolopmation, th. Convontion folt that ite most impertant work had b.ocn
accomplished, Hewever, such a statimont should not detract from tho marvellous
work which followoed the Decldration.

A sub-clauvag demanding the exelusion of the "protagonists of Apartheid" from
Black Conforences was debateds Cuite a numbor of the delegatcs felt that cven
if we totally disagreo with the “Homelandera", wo should etill talk to thes.
Dologates cauticned against "oxpolling" the homuland officials, bocouse cuch

an nction might pntegenise them cvon further. From time to time the Honourable
ngi intorjocted and was given eudience, although subseguently booed.

¢ pablicly condomned acparate devolopmont and gove reascns why ho oporataed
within the framo-work of that systom, I% bucooo ovident that Colline Rasusi was
an extracrdinerily coursgeous leader. Hu wos not too astonishod by the hestile
attituds of the sudicnce, me the Jteoring Committee, had forwarned him chout

the mood of tho Cenvuntion. Collina Ramusi hed assured the Organising Committee
that the risk was werth taking. By a wide sarcin the housc voted in fovour ef
oxoluding homeland lesders and all “protogonists of Apsrtheid™ from all mectings
of Black people. Somo pecpla thought thet a re—count of the votes wes nocessary.
ftpx thn Chairmen had olesrly cxslained what the Conforencs was woting con, the
seme number of positive veles wos rogistered. Comtrary tc acweprper reports,

Mr. Collinas Rasusi and other "homelend leaders" remained seoted uwntil the Chair-
man adjourned the meoting for the night., The Homeland officinls were ack

physically ovicted.

Mre. Jana Phokathi of the Chrietian Instituto of Southorn Africa, was olected
Chairlady for tho fellowing day. That Sundoy ovening, 15th Docombur, 1973, Waa
indeod one of tho moet dramatic and mest significant highlights of the whele
Convontions Tho so-called “oxpulsion" of th. Homeland lenders was of little
importance, many delogates maintained. Ite significance lies in tho foet that
aymbolically soparato development and its suthors wers unconditicnally cond
uttorly rejectod by o ropresentative group of the Black Community.

At the ond of that sossion, eomo dolegates spontanoously burat into songa of
jubilation. Black FoWor fists flew into the nir. As it had elrendy buvn
indicated, SAS0/BEPC axie forsod not mere then tupnty perscna altogether, the
rosults of the voting clearly proved that the whole house hed token all the
decizions of the Conventions

]
MONDAY: 16TH DECEMBER - LAST DAY OF THIE CUNVENTION
Mre. Jane Phakathi chaired. She cenfuscd the house by reintreduvcing previcus
moticne which hod elrendy boen dealt with and disposed of e.g.t
o) tho constitution of the Steering Committos
b} refercnce to some compleints from the “rabel" Oroup 9.
Although she triocd hor utmgst to justify her guestions and pctione, the majerity
of tho pecplo strongly bolffied she was sccretly working with a dofinite elique.

Bittor complaing abour hor chaiving were loter oubmitted to tho Orgznising
Conmittoo.

¥es. Putima Moor throatoned to rosign because of acae of tho developmunts of
the previous afterncon. 3But she nover enrricd out her thrent.
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Tho last of the guest-speakers proceecded to read hiw paper on "Towarde the mani-
festation of Black Consciousnoss”. Mr Mafika Gwala from Durban, was his name.
His paper, judging from the enthusiatic response of tho Convention, turned

out tc be a fitting closing speedh. He wes very good in hie answera. The
underlying challenge of his talk was a call to action without further delay.
Aftor ho had boen thanked by the Chei®lady the Conference debated the gquestion
of whother or not to estoblich a pormanont Committess The house decide to
entrust the Ad Hee Stocring Committee with the task of completing whatever work
was connoctoed with the first Slask Rennisssnco Convention, including the
printing and publication of the hoock originally cnvisaged by tho Committee. It
was felt that to found mmother pormanent smiructure might provide the "enemy" with
anothcz;' opportunity of cracking down un those concorned. The house was in
favau:rpurganising commiiices on an Ad Hee basis and to intensify organisational
work in the Black associations snd movoments, The present Steering Committes
was asked to handle press reparts, slthough any of the dalogatee could answer
cortein guestions that arome out of the nowspapors,.

VOTE OF THANKS

This was given by Mr. P. Cumede, Vice-Fresident of WAFCOC. He thanked all the
delogatos. But abéva all, ho was vory gratoful to the Stoering Committes who

hed hod the vision to bring togethor a cross-sedtion of the Black peopla of South
Africa and provided thowm with a public platform to air thoir honcet views. He
sald that he was certainly sure that he was expressing the sentiments of the
houso. He particularly stressed the smount of work which was involved in orga-
nising tho Convention and the abaclute dedication of tho organiscrs to their
werk. He praiscd the cooperation of the younger delegatos, although he was
awars that the Whiteman's newsmedia weuld distort the heated but constructive
debates. Hr. Gumede thought that altheugh Blagk organisaticns are very nocessary
o sorve the Black Community, thoy cculd ncnotheloss be a scurse of bittor
divisions, Hence tho nzsd for sope losse machinery which conld bring the Black
«né oand other Blawks wegethes fvom time to time and for joint planning
and zetion. '

Finally. ¥r, Gumede warned that the massmcdia would seige upen the “expulsion"
of the Homelanders to divide us and attompt to annul our deliberations. WE SHOULD
TAKE A FIRM STAND AGAINST THAT! he cauticned.

The Chairlady asked tho Gonferonce to rise for tha National Anthem "Nkosi
sikolel ' iffrika" (God Blosa Afrika our boloved countryj...) Black Power fista
jabbed the air and boautiful Black brothers and sisters hugged onc ancther with
feelings of joy, gratitude and SOLIDARITY.

S0 INDED THE FIRST BLACK RENAISSANCE CONVENTION - The time was 3.25 pem.
16th Decombar, 1974.

White South Africa was celebrating the "Day of tho Covenant".

Prapau-ed. by: Smangaliso Mkhatshwa (Secretiry of the Black Ronaissance Convenlinn)
'Assistod by three scribes.
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Types of groups and perscne who participated in the BLACK RENAISSANCE CONVENTION

GATEGORIES:

1. EBlack! Thbolégiana

2, TECON - Artists/Dramatistas
3. Teachers. r

4. IEntreprensurs.

5. Black Labour Organisations
6. Industrial workers

T« Academica

8, Heousewives

9. Hedical Practitioners

10, Nurses and Para-medicos

11,
1z,
13.
14.

15,
16,
iT.
18,

-

University Students' Orgenizations
Youth
Journalists and Hadio men

Politicas activiets and Politicians
of standing '

University lecturers
Musicians

Scoial workers
Sociclogiste

19+ . Urban and Country representatives

20.

Lawyars



