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AIMS, PLANS AND RESOURCES 

This sec t ion of my repo r t o u t l i n e s what I see as the alms and resources of 
Aquarius and suggests some plans In very general terms - these are examined 
In more d e ta i l in the l a s t sec t ion of the r e p o r t . I s h a l l a t tempt t o be as 
concise as p o s s i b l e , 

-
Aquarius has two main f u n c t i o n s : 
1) t o encourage c r e a t i v e expression 
2) t o promote youth (and In p a r t c u l a r , s tudent) " togetherness" ( " c u l t u r e " Is not 

r e a l l y the word, I d o n ' t t h i nk ) 

These two funct ions a r e , very broadly speaking, those enunciated In the c o n s t i t u t i o n 
and In reso lu t i ons taken a t the l as t Congress. 

In f u l f i l l i n g the f i r s t f u n c t i o n , ! see Aquarius promoting the examination of 
accepted mores and va lues . I n s t i g a t i n g exper imentat ion w i t h new Ideas, 
promoting the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of o thers in t h i s examination and exper imenta t ion , and 
p rov id ing an o u t l e t f o r se l f -exp ress ion and c rea t i ve a c t i v i t i e s . This 
examination o f the values o f the soc ie ty Is something which Is occu r r i ng 
cont inuous ly and need n o t . In most cases, be ac t i va ted by an o r g a n l s t l o n - the 
func t ion of Aquarius should p r i m a r i l y be one of p rov id ing o u t l e t s , f o r g e t t i n g 
people t oge the r , and f o r the f u r t h e r d isemlnat lon of these Ideas, 

In the second f u n c t i o n , I see the need f o r some u n i f y i n g f a c t o r amongst students 
In p a r t i c u l a r and the youth in genera l* The t o t a l lack of an common I d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
of any "togetherness11 o f s tudents w i t h s tuden ts , and of students w i t h youth 
genera l l y was evidenced remarkably du r i ng t h e June p r o t e s t s . The fo rce o f t h e 
s tudent u n i t y rested s o l e l y In the words o f s tudent p o l i t i c i a n s on the p l a t f o r m , 
wh i l e the non-involvement of non-student youth was even more d i s t r e s s i n g . 
The student mass was seen t o be an "organ isa t ion 1 ' r a the r than a ''movement". 

I t w i l l become Increas ing ly Important over the next year t o conver t t h i s 
" o r g a n i s a t i o n " I n to a "movement". The reasons f o r t h i s should be obvious t o 
a l l - whether I t can be done Is another mat te r . I t w i l l a lso be Increas ing ly 
Important t o 90 f u r t h e r than the s tudents and inc lude the youth of the 
communities In the var ious cen t res . I f these goals are t o be achieved, which 
be l i eve they must, then Aquarius Is the body best able t o do I t w i t h i n the 
present sphere of opera t ion o f the Nat ional Union* I t has been shown on many 
occasions t h a t the use of music, song, dance and poet ry Is one of the best 
methods of p rov id ing t h i s u n i f y i n g l i n k between groups of i n d i v i d u a l s . 
Aquarius can do t h i s through the re levan t use of "these media. 

Narrowing down the a c t i v i t i e s of Aquarius a l i t t l e more, one can I d e n t i f y th ree 
d i s t i n c t d i r e c t i o n s of ope ra t i on : 

" C a "9us Level 
• 

' 
Aquarius on the campus must ac t as a local c r e a t i v e o r g a n i s a t i o n , p rov i d i ng 
an o u t l e t f o r and encouraging new ideas, exper imentat ion and se l f -exp ress lon 
This would inc lude workshops, c u l t u r a l seminars, p u b l i c a t i o n s , concer ts 
and performances. Th is loca l ac t i on must not be conf ined t o the campus 
but must inc lude the youth of the community - Ifcommunlty cen t res " should be 
s t a r t e d where poss ib le* 

2) I n te r - campus Level 

In order t o encourage the d isseminat ion o f ideas on a na t iona l l e v e l , and 
prov ide f o r l i nks In a na t iona l s tudent movement, Aquarius must promote tours 
of o f f - b e a t drama groups, bands and music groups, poets and i n t e l l e c t u a l s . 
Aquarius na t iona l must a l so co -o rd ina te the local p ro jec t s of ( I ) and organise 
func t ions on a na t iona l level which come ou t of the work a l ready done on a 
l o c a l l e v e l -

3) Nat ional Level 
* 

This would Inc lude the work coming ou t of Head O f f i c e and would invo lve the 
a c t i v a t i o n and co -o rd ina t i on of na t iona l campaigns such as consc ient ious 
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o b j e c t i o n , environment. I n t e rna t i ona l c u l t u r a l boycot ts e t c . I t would a l so 
Inc lude the product ion of na t iona l p u b l i c a t i o n s , d isseminat ion of posters e t c . 

These th ree d i r e c t i o n s do, of course, over lap In a number of areas - the d i v i s i o n s 
should not be seen as separate but as i n t e r a c t i n g and complementary. I t should 
a lso be noted t h a t they are arranged In what might be c a l l e d a decreasing order 
of Importance I . e . the success of the p r o j e c t s depends on the campuses which 
must be ab le t o operate w i t h o u t Head O f f i c e I f t h i s becomes necessary. T 

-

Aquarius Is f o r t u n a t e In t h a t I t does not depend on a Head O f f i c e In order t o 
f u l f i l l I t s main f u n c t i o n s . We must p lan f o r success in our p ro jec t s w i thou t 
r e l y i n g on a Head O f f i c e , In such a way t h a t c e n t r a l coo rd ina t ion by f u l l - t i m e 
o f f i c e r s w i l l on ly enhance t h e success o f p r o j e c t s . Such p lann ing w i l l a l low 
f o r most cont ingenc ies which cou ld a r i s e from ex te rna l I n t e r f e r e n c e . 

• 

i 

• 

On a local campus l e v e l , past p ro jec t s have Inc luded: 

- workshops: drama, music and poetry 
- concerts and performances 
- p u b l i c a t i o n s ' . 
- campaign a c t i o n groups (ecology and censorship) 
- focus weeks 

• 

• • • • - . : . • -* 
The success of these d i f f e r e n t p ro jec t s has v a r t e d from campus t o campus. 
In genera I , - t h e workshops have been r e l a t i v e l y successful - they have not expan­
ded very much beyond t h e i r I n i t i a l membership (and In some cases have fo lded 
u p ) . I t cannot be expected, however, t h a t a p r o j e c t of a workshop nature should 
expand very much as I t I s s t r i c t l y a c r e a t i v e experience which on ly a t t r a c t s a 
c e r t a i n group of I n d i v i d u a l s . I t Is Important though t h a t the openings f o r such 
work be re ta i ned . These workshops can become Increas ing ly Important I f they are 
used as the campus base f o r Inter-campus func t ions such as the Drama F e s t i v a l , 
A r t s F e s t i v a l , e t c . 

-the concer ts and performances have been successful on a l l the campuses In thai" 
they have drawn people t oge the r , provided o u t l e t s f o r a r t i s t s , been a source 
of major f u n d r a l s l n g . They can, however, be c r i t i c i s e d In many cases f o r lack 
of d i r e c t i o n . Due t o the large audiences t h a t they a t t r a c t , they are an Ideal 
medium f o r comment on the soc ie ty - they should not be simply a commercial 
e n t e r p r i s e , bu t should be put t o an educat ive purpose. More use should be made 
of performances o f t h i s k ind In s i t u a t i o n s o ther than the "evening e n t e r t a i n ­
ment." Here I am t h i n k i n g p a r t i c u l a r l y of s tudent booy meet ings, focus weeks, 
cmapalgns, e t c . , where such performances by se lec ted Ind i v i dua l s could be 
In tegra ted In to the normal se r ies of l ec tu res , and speeches which are arranged 
f o r such occas ions. 

-pub l i ca t ions have appeared from t ime t o t ime on t h e . d i f f e r e n t campuses: C a r r o t 
a t UNO, Aquarian a t Rhodos, Torque a t UCT. The p u b l i c a t i o n s have a l l d i f f e r e d 
In themselves - some In fo rma t i ve , news, e t c . , some focussing on p a r t i c u l a r 
campus Issues, some ser ious a r t i s t i c magazines. The i r content r e a l l y depends 
on the needs of the d i f f e r e n t campuses. Nowhere has a successful underground 
p u b l i c a t i o n been s t a r t e d (a l though attempts were made t o do t h i s a t W i t s ) . 
The most ser ious c r i t i c i s m of t h i s p r o j e c t Is the lack of communication between 
campuses where one campus does not know what is being produced on others - t h i s 
should be r e c t i f i e d . 

-campaign ac t i on groups have had l i m i t e d success on the campuses. Envlrac has 
been the on ly successful ecology ac t i on group on any of the campuses, a l though 
groups a r e . s t a r t i n g on Durban, Wits and UCT. The b iggest problem of such groups 
I s d i r e c t i o n . Envlrac acted mainly as an In format ion agency, and i t would appear 
t h a t t h i s would be the most re levan t l i n e t o adopt, (we cannot hope t o so lve 
the problems ourselves as we are not the people who make the d e c i s i o n s ) . I, 
would t h e r e f o r e see the student groups ac t i ng as In format ion agencies and study 
groups, w i th v i g i l a n t groups on the ac t i on s i d e . 
The censorship campaign has never r e a l l y got o f f the ground In any o f the centres 
- mainly due t o the very l im i t ed scope of o p e r a t i o n . I t I s d l f f u c u l t t o suggest 
any o ther p o s s i b i l i t i e s which have not already been suggested o r t r i e d . On the 
na t iona l leve l of t h i s campaign, suggestions are made l a t e r In t h i s r e p o r t . 
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"focus weeks have had var iab le success. 
I t proved Impossible e a r l i e r t h i s year t o coordinate these weeks on a nat ional 

level due t o the d i f f e r e n t p r i o r i t i e s which each campus had, and due to d i f f e r ­
ent 'stages o f development1** amongst the local committees* These weeks can serve 
a very useful purpose on the campus (Wits has had a "L iberat ion Week11, UNO 
had a week on "Women In Soc ie ty / 1 UCT has had an "Asia Week"). I t w i l l have 
to be l e f t up t o each campus t o decide on when, where and how I t wants such 
weeks. 

Local a c t i v i t i e s must be expanded to Include a fa r wider spectrum of the youth. 
We must Involve schools, and we must Involve the working youth. These I n t e r ­
est groups should be brought onto the campus, and the campus should go out t o 
them. This need was I d e n t i f i e d a t the las t Congress - 'Congress noted the 
f a i l u r e over the past year t o get across t o the publ ic youth. I t was decided 
t o focus funct ions and projects so tha t they might eas i l y include schools and 
other youth. This may be achieved through Drama workshops, poet ry , music 
evenings, e t c . " i t Issuuggested tha t local committees es tab l ish "corrrounlty 
centres" where people can gather t o experiment, pass on Ideas, and In teract 
wi th d i f f e r e n t sections of the community. There are numbers of ha l l s In the 
c i t i e s which could be put t o such a use. (The UND Aquarius Local Coirmittee 
has t h i s idea fo r the campus alone, where I t Is hoping t o es tab l ish a campus 
"cent re" where people can get together. The Space Club In Cape Town has also 
f u l f i l l e d t h i s ro le to a ce r ta in extent by proving a centre fo r experimentation 
in the A r t s , where people can regu la r l y Qet together, where o f f -bea t drama 
and music groups can promote and present t h e i r ideas and where the normal 
apartheid provis ions governing the Ar ts do not app ly ) . 

*0n the Intercampus l e v e l , we have so f a r had the student e d i t o r s ' conference, 
the wlnterschool , and the drama f e s t i v a l . 
These funct ions have served t h e i r primary purpose of ge t t i ng students together 
from a l l over the country fo r the promotion and exchange of Ideas. Their main 
downfall has rested on the lack of s u f f i c i e n t foundation on the campus. These 
projects must come out of work already done on the campus level - they should 
not act as media f o r dissemination of Ideas from the top downwards, but from 
the bottom up. The f a i l u r e on t h i s level In the past has necessitated the use 
of many "outside*1 people in the programmes whereas we should be concentrat ing 
on the th ings generated by our own groups. 
Plans fo r next year 's Ar ts Fest iva l and Wlnterschool are proposed In de ta i l 
l a t e r . 
A proposed Innovation on the Inter-campus level Is the promotion by Aquarius 
of national tours of drama and music groups (what might be ca l led a non­
commercial empressario). There are numbers of small groups experimenting 
wi th new Ideas In d i f f e r e n t parts of the country. We have the f a c i l i t i e s 
on a l l the campuses t o a s s i s t them in pu t t i ng t h e i r ideas across. These 
groups Include small drama groups (black and white and non - rac ia l ) , music 
groups and musicians, poets and i n t e l l e c t u a l s . F inanc ia l l y , t h i s proposi t ion 
has an area of r i sk (as a l l empressario ventures do), but wi th e f f i c i e n t 
o rgan isa t ion , such a p ro jec t cou ld . In f ac t , become a major fundrals lng 
programme). Paddy Lee Thorpe Is very keen on the idea, and he has been asked 
t o look In to the proposal fu r ther fo r report t o Congress. 

^Campaigns operat ing from Head O f f i c e . These campaigns are those which are 
essent ia l l y the "one-man11 type and do not depend on mass act ion - eg. censor­
sh ip , conscientious ob jec t ion , cu l tu ra l boycotts, and to a ce r ta in ex ten t , 
environment. The funct ion of the Secretary-General simply be to keep up 
pressure on those bodies which can e f f e c t change In the areas of concern, 
e i t he r through d i rec t approaches to these bodies o r through the bui ld-up 
of publ ic pressure. 

While these campaigns f o r the ac t i ve promotion of the values t o which we sub­
scr ibe should be cont inued, we must recognles tha t t h i s method of t r y i n g to 
persuade others t o change t h e i r values Is very d i f f i c u l t and not l i k e l y of 
success - the most we can hope to do is t o keep the Issue In the publ ic eye. 
We have, however, lea rn t from the a c t i v i t i e s In the spor t ing sphere t h a t In 
order t o focus publ ic a t ten t ion on South Af r ican p o l i c i e s , and promote change. 
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we must th rea ten the t h i ngs which a f f e c t the day- to-day l i v e s of the ord lnayy 
wh i te South A f r i c a n (who w i l l on ly change when he has t o ) . For a number of 
years now we have voiced ou r proval of I n t e rna t i ona l c u l t u r a l boyco t ts of 
South A f r i c a - t h i s , a g a i n , has had very l i t t l e e f f e c t as I t has app l ied mainly 
t o performers v i s i t i n g South A f r i c a . As a major Aquarius campaign f o r next 
yea r . I t Is proposed t h a t the scope of t h i s boyco t t be Increased t o Inc lude • 
movies. Actors and actresses must be approached and asked t o re fuse t o a l l ow 
t h e i r movies In to South A f r i c a i f : 

1) The movie is mu t i l a t ed by the Pub l i ca t i ons Contro l Board 
2) The movie shows t o segregated audiences. 

Movie s t a r s must be approached d i r e c t l y and urged t o have such cond i t i ons 
w r i t t e n i n t o t h e i r con t rac t s w i t h f i l m companies. Numbers of ac to rs and. 
act resses have i d e n t i f i e d themselves s t r o n g l y w i t h the youth movement overseas 
and should be w i l l i n g t o s t a r t the b a l l r o l l i n g . A campaign of t h i s nature 
wl11 have f a r moru e f f e c t on the average John Smith o r WlI lem van der Merwe 
who would never have gone t o see Dame Margot In any case. 

# * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
i • . -

• ' - • 

SOME DETAILED PLANS FOR NATIONAL FUNCTIONS 1973 • 

The p lans o u t l i n e d above are o f necess i t y o f a general na tu re* The p lans 
presented here a re a l i t t l e more d e t a i l e d In view of the f a c t t h a t the Congress 
discussed and r a t i f i e d the proposals In broad terms In J u l y . 

ARTS FESTIVAL 

The f o l l o w i n g very broad o u t l i n e s were l a i d by Ju l y Congress: 

The A r t s F e s t i v a l I s t o be he ld dur ing the A p r i l vaca t ion In Cape Town. 
The theme w i l l be "Change In the A r t s " , and t h e Fes t i va l w i l l operate 

• 

. • . . . •-

on two l e v e l s : 
, • . . 

A) Lec tu res , Theory, Seminars e t c . 

The Idea of the A r t s Fes t i va l w i l l be t o t r y t o asce r ta in what c o n s t i ­
t u t e s an a r t i s t i c r e v o l u t i o n , and what the r e l a t i o n s h i p Is between 
t h i s and the soc ie ty from which i t I s born . We wl11 focus on Western 
a r t d u r i n g . t h e 19th and 20th cen tu r ies w i t h reference t o e a r l i e r 

per iods and d i f f e r e n t c u l t u r e s where t h i s i s deemed necessary. Com­
pa ra t i ve ana lys i s w i l l be app l i ed t o per iods of r ad i ca l change e x h i b i t e d 
I n a p a r t i c u l a r ? r t fo rm. We w i l l t r y t o a r t i c u l a t e an anatomy o f an 

a r t i s t i c r e v o l u t i o n In I t s s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l con tex t and examine t h e 
r e l a t i o n between the two. Our o b j e c t i s t o p rov ide a t h e o r e t i c a l base 
f o r exper imenta t ion In a r t s forms In South A f r i c a and an understanding 
of the soc ia l imp l i ca t i ons o f t h i s . 

B) P r a c t i c a l Exper imentat ion and E x h i b i t i o n 

The A r t s Fes t i va l w i l l be d i v i d e d In to f i v e s e c t i o n s , w i th p r o j e c t 
d i r e c t o r s f o r each. Garth Verdal was appointed coord ina to r of the 

F e s t i v a l , w i t h the he lp of the Secretary^General and Chr i s Sp lce r , The 
o t h e r f i v e d i r e c t o r s appointed were: * 

1 . Drama Phi 1Ippe l e Roux 
2. Mus I c Ka l l y For res t 
3. Movies Sue Un te rha l t e r 
4 . L i t e r a t u r e P a t t I Corazza 
5. S t a t i c A r t s ( l e f t f o r appointment by Sec-Gen> 

A mul t i -med ia programme w i l l be cons t ruc ted using the above a r t forms, 
w i th emphasis on s tuden t c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o run concu r ren t l y w i t h the 

d iscuss ions so t h a t the t heo r i es may be app l ied t o what we are do ing . 
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The proposed plans below have expanded on the broad guide given a t Congress. 

l ec tu res , e t c . 

• 

Due t o the great amount of p rac t i ca l e x h i b i t i o n and experimentat ion which w i l l 

be provided by the above f i v e sect ions of the F e s t i v a l , the lecture/seminar 
programme wl11 have t o be kept f a i r l y l i m i t e d . I t Is proposed t h a t the programme 
k ick o f f w i th a very general soc io log ica l survey of cu l t u re as a basis fo r the 
r e s t of tha lec tu res . This paper would be backed up by a ser ies of lectures 
on s p e c i f i c spheres of the Arts and t h e i r re la t i onsh ips t o soc ie t y . F i n a l l y , 
a ser ies of persons In each of the above f i v e f i e l d s can examine In de ta i l 
the changes In the d i f f e r e n t a r t forms which have taken place. 

The fo l l ow ing programme Is there fo re proposed: 
1) An Int roductory paper on Cul ture and Society (a soc io log ica l survey of 

c u l t u r e ) . This would a jso touch on the s p e c i f i c a r t forms, whether they 
re in fo rce the society o r no t , etc- The ob jec t of t h i s paper would be t o 
examine very broadly A r t and I t s r e l a t i on t o a soc ie ty , the re la t i onsh ips 
between Ar t and Ideology. I t Is suggested tha t Mr. Michael Nupen (UNO 
P o l i t i c s Department) be appraached t o present t h i s paper. 

2) A ser ies of 3 lectures by an Ind iv idua l on s p e c i f i c spheres of the A r t s , 
and the re la t ionsh ips between these s p e c i f i c spheres and the condi t ions 
In a society - i . e . how society r e f l e c t s I t s e l f In the d i f f e r e n t a r t forms, 
o r a l t e r n a t i v e l y , how the d i f f e r e n t a r t forms can a f f e c t the soc ie t y . 
The Ind iv idua l who could take such a ser ies of lectures would have t o have 
a broad knowledge of the Arts as wel l as a good soc io log ica l base. Sugges­
t i o n s are welcome. 

i 

3) A ser ies of lectures on each of the f i v e spec i f i c a r t forms. I t Is propo­
sed t h a t one person in each of the 5 f i e l d s g ive a ser ies of approximately 
3 lectures on t h a t s p e c i f i c a r t form. This ser ies would go In to the h i s ­
t o r i c a l background of tha t a r t form, h i g h l i g h t i n g periods of radical change 
In form and out look and e i t h e r backing up or repud ia t ing the general theo­
r e t i c a l basis founded In the f i r s t ser ies of lec tures . Discussion groups 
would examine these examples In comparison w i th e x i s t i n g condi t ions both 
In the Arts and in soc ie t y , and so form a theore t i ca l base f o r experlmen 
t a t i o n In those a r t forms. The a c t i v i t i e s being car r ied out simultaneously 
on the " p r a c t i c a l " side of the Fest iva l woulf form a basis f o r discussion 

and fu r t he r experimentat ion, . 

Son© suggested resource people In t h i s ser ies a re : 
Drama - Robert Mohr ( I n p a r t i c u l a r f o r ftodern European Dramatlcts) 

Mavis Taylor ( l i v i n g theat re) 
Robin Ma I an ( I n p a r t i c u l a r f o r Brecht) 
Barney Simon ( In p a r t i c u l a r f o r French e x i s t e n t i a l i s t a r t ) 

S ta t i c A r t - Richard Wake 
L i t e r a t u r e - Pro f . Gi l ham 

Andre Br ink 
Nadlne Gordlmer ( I n p a r t i c u l a r on A f r i can w r i t e r s ) 
Berkenshaw ( e . g . in f luence of Freud on l i t e r a t u r e ) 

Movies - John van Zyl 
Music - here the f i e l d Is very open. I t w i l l probably be necessary t o 

have someone on C l a s s i c a l , Pop/Folk/Rock and E lec t ron i c . Sugges­
t ions again welcome. 

• 

In add i t i on to the above overa l l lecture ser ies which w i l l form the basis of 
the theore t i ca l framework of the F e s t i v a l , I t Is proposed tha t p a r t i c u l a r 
facets in the d i f f e r e n t sect ions be h igh l igh ted In order t o a t t r a c t and 
cater f o r spec i f i c I n te res t groups. 

eg. An A f r i can a r t sect ion separate from the above. This could be a complete 
sec t ion in i t s e l f , w i th A f r i can music, drama, l i t e r a t u r e and s t a t i c a r t s . 
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I t Is proposed t h a t the Af rosoc a t UCT, and a group of I n d i v i d u a l s 
from the community, be approached t o organise t h i s s e c t i o n . i * ' 

eg. A specific focus upon Shakespeare In the Drama Section, based on the 
set-works of matriculants In the Peninsula and aimed at drawing the 
schools Into the ambit of the Festival. 

The above should give an Idea of a possible programme for the lecture-side of 
the Festival. It reamlns very wide open, but after discussion at Congress, It 
Is hoped to have a final draft on which work may Immediately be started. This 
programme Is ambitious but with Immediate and hard work. Is completely within 
the capabilities of the present Aquarius structure and resources. 

• ' ' - • • 

Practical Experimentation and Exhibition 
" 

It Is proposed that the contributions to this section be obtained primarily •' 
from student sources, with additional contributions from public, off-beat 
Individuals and groups, and schools. There will be a continuous exhibition 
of static arts, with performances In the other sections both on and off the 
campus throughout the entire week of the Festival. These presentations will 
have t^ be selected on the basis of the theoretical framework of the "Festival, 
and campuses will have to begin working on their contributions Immediately 
varsity begins next year - If not sooner. 

The Directors elected at the July Congress will be responsible for gathering 
contributions In each section, and will report on their plans separately to 
Congress. , . 

' - ' ' . • • . . • 

Finally, It need hardly be said that a considerable amount of fundralslng by 
Local Committees must be carried out If we are to operate on the above scale. 
(On the other hand. It Is only when one does operate on a scale of this sort 
that the project becomes financially viable!). 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * » ¥ * » * * * * * * 

WINTERSCHOOL 

The Ju l y Congress decided t h a t the 1973 Winterschool should focus on the t o p i c 
of Ecology. I t was then f e l t t h a t t h i s t o p i c was of great concern t o Aquarius 
and t h a t a comprehensive programme should be adopted In b r i n g i n g t h i s s u b j e c t 
t o the a t t e n t i o n o* s tudents and p u b l i c . 

Th is programme Invo lved the fo rmat ion of ecology a c t i o n groups on a l l a f f i l i a t e d 
campuses, these groups t o l i a i s e w i t h Envi rac and w i th Head O f f i c e . These 
groups would then meet In Ju l y next year f o r an In tens i ve Winterschool p ro ­
gramme. Th is proposed programme has been o u t l i n e d In the f i r s t s e c t i o n o f t h i s 
r e p o r t . 

Dok Kaufman was mandated by Aquarius Congress, In con junc t i on w i t h t h e Sec-
Gen, t o draw up a d r a f t programme f o r p resen ta t i on t o t h i s Congress. As 
s ta ted above, however, Dok w i l l be unable t o a s s i s t w i th the programme. In 
a d d i t i o n , Env i rac has had a number of i t s own problems and Is a t present i n 
an unce r ta in s t a t e . L a s t l y , t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Natal Is a l so p lann ing an 
envlronemnt conference in P le te rmar i t zbu rg dur ing Ju l y o f next year and I t 
would seem p o i n t l e s s t o go I n t o compet i t i on w i th them. 

I t has proved imposs ib le t o f i n d anyone e l se t o take over t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
f o r t h i s Winterschool and a l though I am opposed In p r i n c i p l e t o d iscardnng 
p r o j e c t s which have been I t i t l a t e d a f t e r cons iderab le t hough t , I f ee l t h a t 
we are l e f t w i t h l i t t l e a l t e r n a t i v e . (This does mean d i s c a r d i n g the e n t i r e 
ecology p r o j e c t - loca l campus f i c t i on groups w i l l s t i l l be e s t a b l i s h e d , t h e 
Head O f f i c e ecology r e p o r t w i l l be prepared, and s tudents w i l l be ab le t o 
a t tend the PMB conference, I Imagine) . • 

• - . 

I have discussed tha above problems w i t h va r ious peop le , and a r i s i n g from these 
d iscuss ions mike the f o l l o w i n g proposals t o t h i s Congress: 
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The top ic of the Winterschool should be changed t o "The Role and Pos i t ion o f 
the Univers i ty In Soc ie ty . " 

This top ic w i l l be of a p a r t i c u l a r i n te res t t o students involved In the National 
Union and t o the un i ve r s i t i e s which are Increasingly f i nd ing i t necessary t o 
re-examine t h e i r pos i t ion w i t h i n the South Af r ican s t r uc tu re . The top i c a lso 
allows f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n by a fa r wider spectrum of student groups (and In 
p a r t i c u l a r by a l l of the a f f i l i a t e s - I would suggest tha t a committee from 
the three a f f i l i a t e s be appointed t o run the Winterschool) , I t w i l l also t i e 
In very wel l w i th the Wits "Non-Racial Campus,: p lans, (Congress Is t o be held 
a t Wi ts ) . 

Besides the above. I t Is essent ia l tha t the students and un i ve r s i t i e s examine 
t h e i r r o le In South A f r i c a , and I f they do not do t h i s of t h e i r own accord, 
they must be forced In to a pos i t ion where they have to do so. The Government, 
t oo , w i l l In a l l l i ke l i hood be fo rc ing the un i ve r s i t i e s to examine t h e i r 
pos i t i on very c a r e f u l l y , and such a Winterschool top ic could be worked In wel l 
w i th long-term contingency p lans. 

I would there fore s t rongly recorrmend the adoption of t h i s proposal . 

As t h i s Is merely a proposal , deta i led plans would be premature here. The 
fo l low ing l i s t of possible aspects of the Winterschool is given as a basis 
f o r thought: 

1) Education f o r what? 
- educational methods 
- d i r e c t i o n of educat ion: who Is the un ive rs i t y serving? 

2) Pract ices w i t h i n the Univers i ty 
- rac ia l segregation of students and classes 
- black s t a f f condi t ions 
- p r i o r i t i e s w i t h i n the un i ve r s i t i e s In respect of courses 
- apartheid w i t h i n the un i ve rs i t i es 
- un ive rs i t y government 

3) Are Un ive rs i t i es conducive t o change? 

In order t o have a t least the basic framework from which we can Irrmedlately 
begin should t h i s proposal be acceptable, I have asked Geoff Budlender t o put 
forward some more concrete proposals and ideas (Geoff has recent ly prepared 
a paper e n t i t l e d "Un ive rs i t i es and Social Change" f o r SPR0CAS2 which covers 
the three po in ts above). I hope t o have these proposals c i r cu la ted t o 
campuses before Congress - they a r e , unfor tunate ly not ava i lab le a t present. 

tf**tffftfttft#tttttt*tt*#*tt«X»*tt**ft 

Delegates should please g ive the above plans and proposals some considerable 
thought before Congress so tha t we can ensure tha t comprehensive f i n a l d ra f t 
prograntnes come out of the Congress. 

Thankyou 

JOHN PRANKISH 
SECRETARY-GENERAL 


