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AIMS, PLANS AND RESOURCES

This section of my report outlines what | see as the alms and resources of
Aquarlus and suggests some plans In very general terms = +these are examined
in more detall In the last section of the report. | shall attempt to be as
concise as possible.

Aquarius has two main functions:

I} to encourage creative expression

2) to promote youth (and In partcular, student) "togetherness" ("culture" Is not
real ly the word, | don't think)

These two functions are, very broadly speaking, those anuncTa+§d in the constitution
and In resolutions taken at the last Congress.

In fulfilling the first function, ! see Aquarius premoting the examlnation of
accepted mores and values, Instigating experimentation with new ideas,

promoting the participation of others in this examination and experimentation, and
providing an outlet for self-expresslon and creative activities. This

examination of the values of the soclety Is something which Is occurring
continuously and need not, in most cases, be activated by an organistion = the
function of Aquarius should primarily be one of providing outlets, for getting
people together, and for the further disemination of thase ldeas.

In the second function, | see the need for some unifying factor amongst students

in particular and the youth in general. The total lack of an common identification
of any "togetherness" of students with students, and of students with youth
generally was evldenced remarkably during the June protests. The force of the
student unity rested solely in the words of student peoliticians on the platform,
while the non=lnvolvement of non-student youth was even more distressing.

The student mass was sean to be an "organisation" rather than a "movement'.

It will become increasingly important over the next year to convert this
"organisation” Into a "movement". The reasons for this should be obvious to
all - whether It can be done is another matter. |+ will also be Increasingly
important to go further than the students and include the youth of the
communi+ies In the various centras. |f these goals are to be achlieved, which |
belleve they must, then Aquarius is the body best able to do It within the
present sphere of operation of the National Union. It has been shown on many
occasions that the use of music, song, dance and poetry Is one of the best
methods of providing this unifying |ink between groups of individuals.

Aquarius can do this through the relevant use of these media.

Marrowing down the activities of Aquarius a little more, one can ldentify three
distinct dlrections of operation:

1} Campus Level

Aquarius on the campus must act as a local creative organisation, providing
an outlet for and encouraging new ldeas, experimentation and self-expressien.
This would include workshops, cultural seminars, publications, concerts

and performances. Thils local action must not be confined to the campus

but must include the youth of the community - "community centres™ should be

started where possible.

2) Inter - campus Level

In order to encourage the dissemination of ideas on a national level, and
provide for links In a naticnal student movement, Aquarius must promote tours
of off-beat drama groups, bands and music groups, poets and intellectuals.
Aquarius national must also co-ordinate the local projects of (1) and organise
functions on a national level which come cut of the work already done on a

local level.

3) Mational Level

This would include the work coming out of Head Office and would Invelve the
activation and co~ordination of national campaigns such as consclientious
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ob jection, environment, international cultural boycotts etc. It would also
Include the production of national publications, dissemination of posters etc.

These three directions do, of course, overlap In a number of areas - the divisions
should not be seen as separate but as Interacting and complementary. |t Should
also be noted that they are arranged In what might be called a decreasing order
of importance |.e. the success of the projects depends on the campuses which

must be able to operate without Head Office |f thls becomes necessary.

Aguarlus Is fortunate in that It does not depend on a Head Office In order to

fulfill I+s main functions. 'We must plan for success in our projects wlthout

relying on a Head Office, In such a way that central coordination by full=time
officers wili only enhance the success of projects. Such planning wifl afiow

for most contingencies which could arise from external Interference.

* On a local campus level, past projects have included:

workshops: drama, music and poetry

concerts and pﬁrfnnmancﬂs

publications

- campalgn action groups (ecology and censorship)
- focus weeks

The success of these different projects has varted from campus to campus.

In general,-the workshops have been relatively successful - they have not expan-
ded very much beyond their inltlal membership (and in some cases have folded
up). |t cannot be expected, however, that a project of a workshop nature should
expand very much as 1t Is strictly a creative experience which only attracts a
certain group of Individuals., It Is Important though that the cpenings for such
work be retalned. These workshops can become Increasingly important 1f they are
used as the campus base for Inter-campus functions such as the Drama Festival,
Arts Festival, etc. :

-the concerts and performances have been successful on all the campuses In that
they have drawn people together, provided outlets for artists, been a source
of major fundralsing. They can, however, be criticised In many cases for lack
of direction. Due to the large audiences that they attract, they are an ideal
medium for comment on the society - they should not be simply a commercial
enterprise, but should be put to an educative purpose. More use should be made
of performances of this kind in situations other than the "ewvening entertain-
ment." Here | am thinking particularly of student bouy meetings, focus weeks,
cmapaigns, etc., whare such performances by seiected Individuals could be
Integrated Into the normal series of lectures, and speeches which are arranged
for such occasions.

-pubiications have appeared from time fo time on the different campuses: Carrot
at UND, Aquarian at Rhodes, Torque at UCT. The publications have all differed
in themselves = some informative, news, etc., some focussing on particular
campus Issues, some serious artistic magazines. Thelr content really depends
on the needs of the different campuses. MNowhere has a successful underground
publ ication been started (although attempts were made to do this at Wits).

The most serious criticism of this project is the lack of communication between
campuses where one campus does not know what Is being produced on others = this
should be rectified.

-campaign action groups have had |imited success on the campuses. Envirac has
been the only successful ecology action group on any of the campuses, although
groups are starting on Durban, Wits and UCT. The biggest problem of such groups
is direction. Envirac acted mainly as an Information agency, and |+ would appear
that this would be the most relevant |Ine to adopt (we cennot hope to solve
the problems ourselves as we are not the people who make the decisions). |,
would therefore see thé student groups acting as Information agencles and study
groups, with vigllant groups on the action side.

The censorship campaign has never really got off the ground Tn any of the centres
= mainly due fo the very |imited scope of operation. It Is diffucult to suggest
any other possibllities which have not already been suggested or tried. On the
national level of this campaign, suggestions are made latar in this report.
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-focus weeks have had variable success.

I+ proved impossibie earlier this year to coordinate these weeks on a national
level due to the different priorities which each campus had, and due to differ-
eht "stages of development” amongst the local committees. These weeks can serve
a vary useful purpose on the campus (Wits has had a "Liberation Week', UND
had a week on "Women In Society," UCT has had an "Asia Week'). I+ will have
to be left up to each campus to decide on when, where and how it wants such
Weaks.

Local activities must be expanded to Include a far wider spectrum of the youth.
We must Involve schools, and we must involve the worklng youth. These Inter-
est groups should be brought onto the campus, and the campus should go out fo
them. This need was ldentiflied at the last Congress - '"Congress noted the
failure over the past year to get across to the public youth. |t was decided
to focus functions and projects so that they might easily include schools and
other youth. This may be achleved through Drama workshops, poetry, music
evenings, etc." It Issuuggested that local committees establish "community
centres'" where people can gather fto experiment, pass on ldeas, and Interact
with different sections of the community. There are numbers of halls in the
clties which could be put to such a use. (The UND Aquarius Local Committee
has this idea for the campus alone, where 1+ Is hoping o establish a campus
“"centra" where people can get together. The Space Club in Cape Town has also
fulfilled this role to a certain extent by proving a centre for experimentation
In the Arts, where pecple can regularly get together, where off-beat drama

and music qroups can promote and present their Ideas and where the normal
apartheld provisions governing the Arts do not apply).

*On the intercampus level, we have so far had the student adltors' conference,
the winterschool, and the drama festival.

These functions have served thelr primary purpose of getting students together
from all over the country for the promotion and exchange of Ideas. Thelr main
downfall has rested on the lack of sufficient foundation on the campus. These
projects must come out of work already done on the campus level - they should
not act as media for dissemination of ldeas from the top downwards, but from
the bottom up. The fallure on this level in the past has necessitated the use
of many "outside" pecple in the programmes whereas we should be concentrating
on the things generated by our own groups.

Plans for next year's Arts Festival and Winterschoo! are proposed In detall
later.

A proposed innovetion on the Inter-campus level is the promoticn by Aquarius
of national tours of drama and music groups (what might be called a non-
commaercial empressario). There are numbers of small groups experimenting
with new Ideas In different parts of the country. We have the facllities

on ali the campuses to assist them in putting thelr (deas across. These
groups Include small drama groups (black and white and non-racial), music
groups and musicians, poets and Intellectuals. Flinancially, this proposition
has an area of risk (as all empressario ventures do), but with efficlent
arganisation, such a project could, in fact, become a major fundraising
programme). Paddy Lee Thorpe Is very keen on the Idea, and he has been asked
Yo look into the proposal further for report to Congress.

*¥Campalgns operating from Head Offica. These campaigns are those which are
essantially the "one-man' type and do not depend on mass action - ea. censor-
ship, consclentious objection, cultural boycotts, and to a certain extent,
environment. The function of the Secretary-General simply be to keep up
pressure on those bodles which can effect change In the areas of concern,
&ither through direct approaches to these bodies or through the build=-up

cf public pressure.

While these campalgns for the active promotion of the values to which we sub-
scribe should be continued, we must recognies that this method of trying to
persuade others to change their values is very difficult and not likely of
success - the most we can hope to do is to keep the Issue In the publlic eye.
We have, however, learnt from the acfivities in the sporffing sphere fhat in
order to focus public attention on South African policies, and promote change,



-

wa must threaten the things which affect the day-to-day |ives of the ordinayy
white South African (who will only change when he has to). For a number of
years now we have volced our proval of international cultural boycotts of
South Africa - this, agaln, has had very little effect as It has applied mainly
to performers vislting South Africa. As a major Aquarius campaign for next
year, It is proposed that the scope of this boycott be Tncreased to include
movies. Actors and actresses must ba approachad and asked to refuse to allow
their movies Into South Africa if:

|1} The movie is mutilated by the Publications Contrel Board
2) The movie shows to segregated audiencas,

Movie stars must be approached directly and urged to have such condltions
written into thelr contracts with film companles. MNumbers of actors and
actresses have Identiflied themselves strongly with the youth movement overseas
and should be willing to start the ball rolling. A campaign of this nature
will have far more effect on the average John Smith or Willem van der Merwe
who would never have gone to see Dame Margot in any case.
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SOME DETAILED PLANS FOR NATIOMAL FUNCTIONS 1973

The plans cutllned above are of necesslty of 2 general nature. The plans .
presented here are a |ittle more detalled in view of the fact that the Congress
discussed and ratified the proposals In broad terms In July.

ARTS FESTIVAL

The following very broad ocutlines were lald by July Congress:

The Arts Festival Is to be held during the April vacation In Cape Town.
The theme will be "Change In the Arts', and the Festival will operate
on two levels:

A) Lectures, Theory, Seminars etfc.

The ldea of the Arts Festival will be to try t¢ ascertain what consti=
tutes an artistic revoluticon, and what the relationship Is between
this and the society from which it Is born., We will focus on Western
art during the 19th and 20th centuries with reference to earlier _

periods and different cultures where this Is deemed necessary. Com-

parative analysis will be applied to periods of radical change exhibited

in a particuiar art form. We will Try to articuiate an anatomy of an
artistic revolution in its soclo-political context and examine the
relatlion between the two. Our object is to provide a theoretical base
for experimentation in arts forms In South Africa and an understanding
of the soclal implications of this.

B) Practical Experimentation and Exhibitien

The Arts Festival will be divided into five sections, with project
directors for each. Garth Verdal was appointed coordinator of the
Festival, with the help of the Secretary~General and Chris Spicer. The

other five directors appointed were: '

| . Drama Philippe le Roux

2, Music Kally Forrest

3. Movies Sue Unterhalter

4, Literature Fatti Corazza

5. Static Arts (left for appolintment by Sec-Gen)

A multi-media programme will be constructed using the above art forms,
with emphasis on student contributions 1o run concurrently with the
discussions so that the thecries may be applled to what we are doing.
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The proposed plans below have expanded on the broad guide given at Congress.

Lectures, etc.

Due to the great amount of practical exhlbition and experimentation which will

be provided by the above five sections of the Festival, the lecture/seminar
programme will have to be kept falrly limited. I+ is proposed that the programme
kick off with a very general soclological survey of culture as a basis for the
rest of tha lectures. This paper would be backed up by a series of lectures

on specific spheres of the Arts and thelr relationships to society. Finally,

a series of persons In each of the asbove five flelds can examine In detall

the changes in the different art forms which have taken place.

The following programme Is therefore proposed:

|} An introductory paper on Culture and Society (a sociological survey of
culture). Thils would a}so touch on the specific art forms, whether they
reinforce the society or not, etc. The object of this paper would be fo
examine very broadly Art and I+s relation to a soclety, the relationships
between Art and ldeclogy. It Is suggested that Mr. Michael Nupen (UND
Politlcs Department) be appraached to present this paper.

2) A series of 3 |ectures by an Individual on spacific spheres of the Arts,
and the relationships between these speciflic spheres and the conditions
In a soclety = i.e. how society reflects itself In the different art forms,
or alternatively, how the different art forms can affect the society.
The Individual who could take such a series of lectures would have to have
a broad knowledge of the Arts as well as a good sociological base. Sugges-
tions are walcoma.

3) A saeries of lectures on each of the five specific art forms. It Is propo-
sed that one person in each of the 5 flelds give a series of approximately
3 lectures on that specific art form. This series would go into the his-
torical background of that art form, highlighting periods of radical change
in form and outlock and aither backing up or repudiating the general theo-
retical basis founded In the first series of lecturas. Discussion groups
would examine these examples In comparison with existing conditions both
in the Arts and in sccliety, and so form a theoretical base for experimen
tation In these art forms. The activities being carried out simultanecusly
on the "practical” side of the Festival woulf form a basis for discussion
and further experimentation.

Some suggested resource people In this series are:
Drama = Robert Mohr (In particular for Modern Eurcpean Dramaticts)
Mavis Taylor (1lving theatrs)
Robin Malan (In particular for Brecht)
Barney Simon (in particular for French existentialist art)
static Art - Richard Wake '
Literature - Prof, Gllham
Andre Brink
Nadlne Gordimer (In particular on African writers)
Berkenshaw (e.g. influence of Freud on |literature)
Movies - John van Zyl
Music = here the fleld Is very open. It will probably be necessary tTo
have scmecne on Classical, Pop/Folk/Rock and Electronic. Sugges-
tions agaln welcoma.

in addition to the above overall lecture series which will form the basis of
the theoretical framework of the Festival, it Is proposed that particular
facets in the different sections be highlighted In order to attract and
cater for specific interest qroups.
eg. An African art section separate from the abova., Thls could be a complete

section in jtself, with African music, drama, |iterature and static arts.
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It Is proposed that the Afrosocc at UCT, and a group of Individuals
from the community, be approached to organise this section.

eg. A speciflc focus upon Shakespeare In the Drama Section, based on the
set-works of matriculants In the Peninsula and aimed at drawing the
schools Into the ambit of the Festival.

The above should give an idea of a possible programme for the lecture-side of
the Festival. It reamins very wide open, but after discussion at Congress, It
is hoped to have a final draft on which work may Immediately be started. This-
programme Is ambitious but with Iimmediate and hard work, is completely wlfhln
the capablilities of the present Aquarius structure and resources.

Practical Experimentation and Exhibition

I+ Is proposed that the contributions to thls section be obtalned primarily
from student sources, with additional contributions from public, off-beat
individuals and groups, and schools. There will be a continuous exhibition

of static arts, with performances In the other sections both on and off the
campus throughout the entire week of the Festival. These presentations will
have t> be selected on the basis of the thecoretical framework of the Festival,
and campuses will have to begin working on thelr contributions Immediately
varsity begins next year = If not soconer, ) -

The Directors elected at the July Congress will be responsible for gathering
contributions In each section, and will report on their plans separately to
Congress.

Finally, It need hardly be sald that a consliderable amount of fundraising by
Local Committees must be carrlied out If we are to operate on the above scale,
(On the other hand, it Is only wlien one does operate on a scale of this sort
that the project becomes financlally viablel).
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WINTERSCHOOL

The July Congress declded that the 1973 Winterschool should focus on the toplc
of Ecology. It was then felt that this toplc was of great concern to Aquarius
and that a comprehensive programme should be adopted in bringing this subject
to the attention of students and public.

This programme involved the formation of ecology action groups on all affiliated
campuses, these groups to liaise with Envirac and with Head Office. These
groups would then meet In July next year for an Intensive Winterschool pro-
gramme. This proposed programme has been ocutlined in the first section of this
report. ; '

Dok Kaufman was mandated by Aquarius Congress, In conjunction with the Sec-
Gen, to draw up a draft programme for presentation to this Congress. As
stated above, however, Dok will be unable to assist with the programme, In
additien, Envirac has had a number of i+s own problems and is at present In
an uncertain state. Lastly, the University of Natal Is alsoc planning an
environemnt conference in Pietermaritzburg during July of next year and It
would seem pointless to go into competition with them.

I+ has proved impossible to find anyone else to take over the responsibility
for this Winterschool and although | am opposed In principle to discardnng
projects which have been ititiated after considerable thought, | feal that
we are left with little alternative. (This does mean discarding the entire
ecology project - local campus action groups will still be established, the
Head Office ecology report will be prepared, and students will be able to
attend the PMB conference, | Imagline).

| have discussed tha above problems with various people, and uﬁiaiqg from these
discussions maike the following proposals to this Congress:
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Tha +opic of the Winterscheol should be changed +o "The Role and Posltion of
tha University in Society, M .

This toplc wlll be of a particular intarest 1o students Tnvelved in the Matlonal
UnTon and to the univarsities whlch are Increasingly #inding it necessary to
re-examlne thelr positlon within the South African structura. The toplc salsa
allows for particTpation by a far wider spactirum of studsnt groups (and In
particuiar by all of the afflilates - | would suggest that a commlttee from

tha thres affiliates be appointed to run the Winterschosll. I+ wlil also tle
In very well with the Wit+s "Non-Racial Campus" plans. (Congress {5 1o be held
at Wits), :

Besides the above, Tt is essential that the students and universities sxamlne
their roje In South Africa, and |f they do not do thls of thelr own accord,
they must be forced [nto a posTtion whare thay have to do so. The Government,
oo, wlill In all 1ikel Thood ba forcing the universlities to examina thelr
positlon very carefully, and such & Winterschoo| topic could be workad In well
with long-term contingency plans.

I would therefore strongly recommend the adoptlon of this propesal,

As this Is merely a proposal, detatled plans would be premature here. The
following llst of possible aspects of the Winterschool is glven s 2 hasls
for thought;

I} Education for what?
- aducational methods
~ direction of sducation: who |5 the university serving?

2) Practicas wlthin the Universi+ty
- ractal segregation of students and ciasses
black staftf condltions
pricrities wlthin the unfwverslties In respect of courses
aparthaid wlthin the unlverslities
universi+y government

t

3) Are Unlvarsitles conducive to change?

In ordar to hava at least the basic framawork from whilch wa can lmmedlataly
beqln should thls proposal be acceptable, | have asked Geoff Budlender +o put
forward some mare concrate proposals and Tdeas (Geoff has recently proparad

a paper entitled "UnlTverslities and Soclal Change' for SPROCASZ which covars
tha threse points abowve)., | hope to have these proposals circulated Yo
campuses before Congress « they ars, uvnfortunately not available at present.
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Delegates should please give The above plans and proposals some conslderable
thought befora Congress so that we can ensure that comprehansive final draft
programmes come out of the Congress.,

Thankyou

JOHH FRAWNK FSH
SECRETARY-GENERAL




