
A BRIEF HISTORY OF STUDENT ACTION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

1916 Formation of Afrikaanse Studentebond, not as a national union, 
but concerned with interests of ..frik. Students, 

1924 NUSAS founded in Bloemfontein: having affiliated centres: 
UCT, 5tellenbosch, Wits, Pretoria, Rhode3t Natal, Grey College 
(now UOFS) and Potch. 

1933 Grey Coll, Pretoria and Potch disaffiliate from NUSAS. 

1936 StEllenbosch disaffiliates from NUSAS. 

1933 Aftfkaanse Nasionole Studentebond (AMSB) was founded. 

This body was strongly Christian-National and became very active 
during the war years. Issued a Freedom Manifesto 1st July, 1940 
calling intcr-alia for an authoritative republican state control 
of Press, Radio Film; and library media for a healthy people's 
education. 

General van Resnburg, leader of the ossewa-brandwag, became 
its leader; these years marked the peak of ANSB power as many 
NUSAS students were fighting in the armed forces. 

1945 NUSAS finally admits Fort Hare (although original construction 
allowed open membership. ANSB declines with end of war. 

1948 ASB founded. In electicn speeches some Nationalist candidates 
call for segregation at UCT and WITS. 

1951 At the Graduation. Cer. many at Stellenbosch University, the 
Prime Minister, Dr Malan, says that the "mingling of Europeans 
and non-Europeans at the two largest universities of S.A. 
would have to be eliminated as soon as possible. The mingling 
is directly opposed to the principle of apartheid". 

1955 February: The Hooloway Commission reports. Though not directly 
within its scope , the Commission expresses grave misgivings 
about segregation, under three heads: that any limitation of 
a university's autonomy can lead to interference in the purely 
intern3l policy of the university; that limitation might deleter 
iously affect the status enjoyed by S.A. universities overseas; 
that restrictions snould not be introduced unless they could be 
supported by reasons which could be regarded, as overriding in the 
social sphere. 

1956 November: The government decides to introduce legislation in 1957 
to establish, separate universities. 

1957 March: The Separate University Education Bill is published. 
I t e s t a b l i s h e s adademic segregation and subjects a t Non-European 
un ivs . t o r igorous m i n i s t e r i a l c o n t r o l . 

The fist of numerous placard protests is held at Cape Town. 

May: 2000 members of Wits staff and students march through 
Johannesburg against the Separate University Bill. : 

UCT protest daily in the streets while the Bill is being debated. 

May 29: The Torch cf Academic Freedom is extinguished outside 
Parliament during the second reading of the Bill, 

Minister C.R. Swart, now State President, says in Parliament that 
the State "should have authority over who is taught and what is 
taught." 

1953 September: Legislation is introduced in the form of two separate 
Bills the extension of University Education Bill and the Fort 
Hare Transfer Bill. The "conscience Clause" is omitted. 
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1959 February: The B i l l i s again introduced i n t o the House of Assembly 
for i t s f i r s t reading. 

March: NUSAS t e l l s of 220 p ro t e s t s aga ins t the government's proposed 
l e g i s l a t i o n received by t ha t organisa t ion from Europe, Scandinavia, 
B r i t a i n , America, Lat in America, Asia , Afr ica f rom Universi ty 
p rofessors , s tudent bodies, church leaders e t c . 

1100 at tend mass meeting a t U.C.T. 

Apr i l : t ' x . J . J , Ser fonts in , Minister of Education, says i n Parliament: 
"The government w i l l no t be d iver ted from i t s course by anyone i n 
the world". ' " 

The B i l l s are ra i l roaded through with the help of such measures 
as the "Gui l lo t ine" i n one of the most dramatic sess ions Parliament 
has ever seen. One 28 hour non-stop sess ion during the second reading. 

June: B i l l passed by 73 vote3 t o 11 i n enlarged Senate . • Later 
signed by the Governor General. 

Ju ly 29: Solemn Dedication Ceremony i n Jameson Ha l l , UCT. 

1960 Govt. takes over For t Hare University Col lege. 
Four other T r i b a l Colleges es tab l i shed : Univ. College of W.Cape 

(Coloureds) . 
Univ.College of Zululand 

(Zulus) 
Univ.College of Durban(Indians) 
Univ.College of North(Sothos) 

Seven s ta f f members including Reg i s t r a r a t For t Hare dismissed on 
grounds of t h e i r opos i t i on t o apar the id . 

Mr. Z.K. Matthews resigns as Pr inc ipa l of For t Hare r a the r than 
swear h i s opposit ion t o African National Congress(ANC) Four 
other l e c t u r e r e s res ign i n p r o t e s t a t take over. . 

16 students refused re-admission . 10 on grounds of p o l i t i c a l 
views and a c t i v i t y . — 

NUSAS banned on campus. 

NUSAS s e t s up South African Committee for Higher Education (SACHED) 
t o provide non white s tudents with degree courses of London Uni-
v e r s i t y . 

Apr i l : S t a t e of Emergency declared. 

600 UNP students demonstrate aga ins t ban on meetings i n P i e t e r -
maritzburg s t r e e t s . 

Numerous s ta f f members and students detained. 

June 3: 200 Wits s tudents march on the F o r t (gae l ) t o demand re lease of 
s ta f f and s tuden t s . 

August: F o r t Hare SRC disbands refusing t o accept cons t i t u t i on drawn up by 
a u t h o r i t i e s . Student boycott of meals launched. l e c tu r e s s u s 
pended for a few days. 



1961 Annual p r o t e s t s i naugura t ed a t a l l u n i v e r s i t y c e n t r e s t o r e 
a f f i rm b e l i e f i n academic freedom. 

"Brain Drain" r eaches a larming p r o p o r t i o n s w i th over 100 
l e c t u r e r s l e a v i n g i n 2 yea r p e r i o d . 

S tuden t s a t F o r t Hare r e - a f f i r m d e c i s i o n not t o e l e c t an SRC 
u n t i l t h e i r c o n s t i t u t i o n i s accep ted by a u t h o r i t i e s . 

May 29 : T o t a l 3 day of boyco t t of l e c t u r e s launched by s t u d e n t s . 

June 2 : F o r t Hare c losed u n t i l J u l y 1 8 . 

Rhodes s t u d e n t s s t a y away from l e c t u r e s on June 5 i n sympathy 
wi th F o r t Hare s t u d e n t s . 

S i m i l a r b o y c o t t of l e c t u r e s on May 29 and 30 a t UNNE. 

F o r t Hare re-opens i n J u l y . 

1962 Branch of NUSAS formed a t S t e l l e n b o s c h . 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l S tuden t s Conferences 1 delegation reused visas t o v i s i t 
South A f r i c a . 

General Law Amendment Act ( sabo tage Act) p a s s e d . 

2000 Wits s t a f f and s t u d e n t s i n p r o t e s t march i n Johannesburg. 

March a t t a c k e d by crowd w i t h eggs , tomatoes e t c . 

800 UND/UNNE s t u d e n t s march i n Durban 

UNP- mass meeting i n C i t y H a l l condemns Ac t , 

UCT mass meet ing . C i t i z e n s p r e t e s t march planned b u t banned. 
P o s t e r demonst ra t ions h e l d 

Rhodes mass meeting h e l d . 

June : S tanding committee p r e s e n t s p e t i t i o n i n Cape t o S e c r e t a r y 
f o r j u s t i c e . 4 ,200 s i g n a t o r i e s t o p e t i t i o n . 

June 12: P roces so r Geyser addresses mass meeting a t UCT a t t e n d e d by a l l . 
SRC P r e s i d e n t s . 

June 13: S e a r c h l i g h t march p reven ted by C i t y Counc i l , 300 s t u d e n t s 
meet, a t Hiddingh H a l l t o demons t ra te . Number of a r r e s t s and 

o the r i n c i d e n t s . 

J u l y : Chief L u t h u l i becomes Honorary P r e s e n t of NUSAS. 

August : Banned s t u d e n t , Dennis B r u t u s , e l e c t e d t o i t s SRC, 

1963: May: F i r s t Na t iona l Day of Aff i rmat ion ceremony he ld i n Durban 
addressed by Archbishop Hur ley . 

F i r s t N a t i o n a l Seminar he ld a t Botha 's H i l l . 

2 F o r t Hare s t u d e n t s and one l e c t u r e r conv ic t ed of sabo tage , 

99% of F o r t Hare s t u d e n t s b o y c o t t g r a d u a t i o n ceremony. 

Mass p r o t e s t s a t 1963 General Laws Amendment A c t . 

Mr Vor s t e r launches o v e r a l l a t t a c k s on NUSAS. Descr ibes i t 
"as cancer i n t h e l i f e of the nation", , SABC a t t a c k NUSAS. 
200 s t u d e n t s r e s i g n from NUSAS a t ICT. 

Mr Thami Mhlambiso, ex-Vice P r e s i d e n t of NUSAS and former P r e s i d e n t 
UNNE SRC, banned. 

Two Wits s t u d e n t s and a Rhodes l e c t u r e r , Mr. T, Beard; banned. 
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1964 
March: 

Apr i l : 

Joe Levenstein UCT SRC Pres iuen t and Morris She f t e l , Edi tor 
of Vars i ty charged i n terms of Publ ica t ions and Entertainments Act 

for publ ishing a r t i c l e "How t o Seduce a F r e s h e t t e " . 
Found not g u i l t y ; 

NUSAS Pres iden t , Jonty Driver , de l lvers h i s "Botha's H i l l " 
address a t Na t iona l Seminar. 

May: 

Ju ly : 

August: 

September: 

November: 

1965 

Contents of paper a t tached i n Afik. p re s s and by s tudents a t 
many c e n t r e s . UND d i s a f f i l i a t e s i n May 

Mr.Driver censured a t Congress. 
David de Kel ler detained under 90 Days wh i l s t a t tending Congress 
Several s tudents and l e c t u r e r s , including former NUSAS Pres ident 
Adrian Leftwich, de ta ined . 

UND r e - a f f i l i a t e s . 

Jonty Driver detained under 90 Days. 

Driver re leased - leaves South Africa. Succeeded by Meader Osler. 

de Keller p lu s 3 other s tudents convicted of sabotage 
In t eg ra t ed dances banned a t UCT - s tuden t s decide t o hold no 
fu r ther dances on campus u n t i l a l l s tudents can a t t end . 

January: Minis ter of J u s t i c e . B.J . Voster, c a r r i e s out h i s 
wish, expressed the previous year , t o remove a l l so ca l l ed 
" l i s t e d connunists" from univ, and government subsidized 
i n s t i t u t i o n s of l e a rn ing" . He bans Prof .H.J . Simons of UCT 
and Prof .E.Roux of Wits from teaching - rendering them without 
means of support . 

Wits meeting t o p r o t e s t removal of Prof .E.Roux. 

The UCT Univ.CounciJ. breaks a month-long ban on p r o t e s t s by 
s tuddnts and s ta f f and i s s u e s a statement of p r o t e s t . 

The UCT SRC follows the lead of the UCT Comparative African 
S tudies Society ( i n Sept.1965) and c a l l s a p r o t e s t meeting. 
The s t a f f and s tudents are represen ted . 

Minis ter of Education s ta ted the ''government in tends working 
towards separa te socie t i e s for non-whites" while a t tacking 
i n t eg ra t ed s c i e n t i f i c socie t ies . 

Natal : Law Lecturer , Mr.A.Eastwood deported. 

A r t i c l e s appear i n Afrikaans p re s s saying t h a t Senator de Klerk 
i s going to make i t more d i f f i c u l t f o r non whites t o go t o 
open u n i v e r s i t i e s . 

• 

SA Society of Commerce and Economics Students vote t o open 
membership t o a l l - a t tacked i n Afrikaans p r e s s . 

February 17 . Sen. de Klerk 's f i r s t statement t ha t ho would r e p o r t the 
untenable p o s i t i o n a t UCT t o the Cabinet . 

March: 

Apr i l : 

1966:Jan. 

March 2 : At e l e c t i o n meeting a t Stol lenbosch Senator de Klerk premises 
now l e g i s l a t i o n t o force segregat ion on campus a c t i v i t i e s . 
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May 11 : NUSAS Pres iden t , Ian Robertson, banned 
NUSAS banned from campus of Johannesburg Training College 
( Indian) 

May 12 onwards: Numerous student arid na t iona l p r o t e s t s a g a i n s t banning 

June: 

August: 

September: 

October; 

Nov.1966: 

1967 Feb. 

Apr i l : 

June: 

July: 

Ju ly S: 

July 27: 

August 11: 

Sen.R.F,Kennedy address Day of Affirmation of Academic and 
Human Freedom Ceremony a t UCT, 10,000 a t t end . 

Pub l ica t ion of University B i l l s . Anendments t o previous 
B i l l s . Had the e f f e c t of l i m i t i n g p a r t i c i p a t i o n by non white 
s tudents a t UCT and Wits t o academic a c t i v i t i e s ; and allowing 
clubs and s o c i e t i e s on these oanpuses t o d iscr iminate aga ins t 
non white s tuden t s . 

University B i l l s shelved. 

Banning orders on Rhodes l e c t u r e r s Bromberger and Board l i f t e d , 

Robertson leaves the country. 

P roh ib i t ion of Improper In te r fe rence B i l l publ ished and 
latetr referred t o Commission. 

Robertson banning i s re-examined i n Parl iament. 

Two s tudents given j a i l sentences under Suppression of 
Communism Act: David Erns t and. Victor V i n k e l s t e i n . 

NUSAS submits evidence t o comission. 
Improper In te r fe rence B i l l . 

P roh ib i t ion of 

National Education Policy B i l l read for the f i r s t t ime. 
National Union and SRCs issue s trong statements of p r o t e s t . 
B i l l l a t e r passed. 

Senator de Klerk drops University B i l l s , s t a t i n g he i s 
s a t i s f i e d t h a t commissions and amendments t o cons t i t u t i on a t 
UCT w i l l prevent "student unpleasantness ." 
17 s tudents refused re-admission t o F o r t Hare. 

Mr.Harry Oppenheiraer e lec ted Chancellor a t UCT. 

SRC a t University of Natal , Durban banned by Univ. P r inc ipa l . 
Student Newspaper, Dome, Banned and 6 students suspended from 
ever again p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n s tudent a f f a i r s . 

Standing Committee of SRC Pres idents p r o t e s t s ; NUSAS Pres iden t , 
Margaret Marshall , a t t acks ban a t Day of Affirmation Ceremony 
addressed by Dean Griswold. 

Rhodes .University Council bans mixed accomodation and ea t ing 
a t NUSAS Congress. Delegates f a s t f o r 24 hours . 

NUSAS Pres ident e l e c t , John Sprack, s t r ipped of S .A.c i t i zensh ip . 

Dr.R.Hoffenberg,Chairman NUSAS Advisory Panel , banned. 

Past NUSAS Vice-President John Daniel - refused pas spo r t . 
Nation-wide p ro t e s t s mount a t banning of Dr. Loffenberg. 
Doctors a t Groote Schuur t h rea t en t o res ign 



6 

R .• -

September: 

October; 

November: 

December 

1968: 

March: 

March 28 

Ex-Chief Alber t Luthul i , Hon. NUSAS Pres iden t , d i e s . 
C la rk Karr refused v i s a to v i s i t S.A. to de l ive r T B 
Davis l e c tu r e a t UCT. 
Council a t Univ. of N a t a l s e t s up commission t o i n v e s t 
i g a t e SRC Cons t i tu t ion need for newspaper on carious. 

John Sprack servad with depor ta t ion order . Widespread 
p r o t e s t s . Vars i ty , BCT s tudent newspaper, banned. 

John Sprack leaves S.&. 
Chris P r i toha rd , Ed i to r of Vars i ty , r u s t i c - t e d by DOT. 

* 

Chr is P r i t cha rd charged with blasphemy, 
U;!D c-mnrission i s s u e s In ter im Report exonerating s tudents 
and c a l l i n g for new SRC e l e c t i o n s . 

P r i t cha rd t r i a l opens. 
John Daniel e l ec t ed 8U3AS Pres iden t for 1968. 
lingers Ra^aven, ex-Deputy Vice-President of NU3AS and 
p a s t P r e s i d e n t of UJMB SRC banned. 

S i r Richard Luyt succeeds Dr Duriiny as XT P r i n c i p a l . 
17 s tudents re -ad i i i t t ed t o F o r t H~j?e. 

UmVvs s i t y Aavsndnent Act, i960 ,'<ives Minis ter of 
National Education powers t o withdraw f i n a n c i a l 
subs id ies fron Un ive r s i t i e s should Universi ty Councils 
no t f u l f i l c e r t a i n condi t ions l a i d down by hia« 

I n t e g r a t e d dances resumed a t X T . 
Iiiiproper in t e r f e rence B i l l publ ished. Does not a f f ec t 
I-TBiS. 
Johannesburg Tr-'inin," College d i s a f f i l i a t e •• 

Dr Hofferiberg leaves S . A. 1500 XT s tudrn t s a t Cape 
Town and. 200 Wit3 and JCE s tudents a t Jobur;- a i r p o r t s 
s a - h in off. 

May 1 : 

June: 

Judgement i n P r i t cha rd t r i a l - found g u i l t y of b l a s 
phemy - cautioned end discharged. 

Referendum i t Wits on NoSlS a f f i l i a t i o n - 2-1 vote 
for a f f i l i a t i o n . 
XT Beating decides t o accept NISAS pol icy on Rhodesia 
and a f f i l i a t i o n quest ion dropped. 
Referenduos a t Durban, U1T, Rhodes keep these cen t re s 
a f f i l i a t e d . 

August: 

eptenber; 

P r o t e s t s over: Kafeje. F i r s t s i t - i n a t X T . Massive 
p r o t e s t as Wits . 

S i t - i n a t F o r t Here. Supported by nation-wide 
pf-ote3ts. 
From Sopte;aber onto the end of the year , massive 
ac t i on aga ins t s tudents by S 3 , Ninerous s tudents 
quest ioned, NIBAS Pres iden t l o ses pas spor t , DVP refused 
v i s a , Pres , Vice-Pres Rhodes SRC refused v i s a s , Pres of 
Xli l o ses passpor t . 21 s tudents refusad rerdvu\ssion 
t o F o r t Ii'ire. 7 F o r t Hare s tudents convicted of p a i n t 
ing slogans and expel led l a t e r . 
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October: Delegat ions from Wits and UCT see Vors te r t o complain 
about a c t i o n a g a i n s t s t u d e n t s and r e s t r i c t i o n of 
r i g h t s t o p r o t e s t , (Vor."ter had p r e v i o u s l y banned 
marches i n a l l c i t i e s . and refused t o defend r i g h t s 
of s t u d e n t s t o p i c k e t ) 

Vors te r re fuses t o budfre and warns t h a t a l l s tuden t 
a o t d v i t y w o d d bo zregtricafcad by law un le s s t h e 
U r d v e r s i t t e e "ptct t h e i r house i n order" before December. 

December: S tanding Committee re fuse t o segrega te s t u d e n t a c t i v i t y 
and gives n o t i c e of r e f u s a l t o accept such l e g i s l a t i o n i f 
for thcoming. 

1969 February! 

March: 

NIBAS Delegat ions s e e s >t inis ter Muller a f t e r S tanding 
Comrit toes d e c i s i o n t o make r e p r e s e n t a t i o n about 
a c t i o n a g a i n s t s t u d e n t s . Meeting i n c o n c l u s i v e . 

?% otiadents refuse^ »vwidniss ion t o F o r t Hare . l a t e r 2 
e x p u l s i o n s . I n t r o d u c t i o n of B i l l s ooldnf T r i b i l Coll^-x-s 
" f u l l u n i v e r s i t i e s 1 , t fu l ler , de Wet & B.aar Ccotzoo a t t a c k 
NUSAS. 

A p r i l : Missive Nation wide Dro tos t on 10th Anniversary of 1959 
Segrega t ion L e g i s l a t i o n , Joined by Counci ls and Sena te s 
a t W i t s , UCT and Rhodes. At tacks on demonstrat ions a t Wits 
by Air F o r c e . SRC P r e s i d e n t ( t w i c e ) and VP and 25 s tuden t s 
a r r e s t e d a t Wits during p r o t e s t . 

May: 

P e t i t i o n of over 10,000 s i gna tu r e s p resen ted t o Minis te r of 
Educat ion , de Klerk, a t Pa r l i ament . 

Wits s tuden t s subsequently a c q u i t t e d i n c o u r t , 

March and demonstra t ions a t Turf loop, NUSAS P r e s i d e n t , V ice -
P r e s i d e n t and Regional Di rec to r banned from the a r e a . P ro tec t ; 
on o ther campuses. UCM s tuden t a r r e s t e d a t Tur f loop . 0no 
fo r the road banned. 

June : Schlapobersky, CJolding ^,t^ 21 o thers de ta ined under T e r r o r i s e 
Act. P r o t e s t s a t Wi t s . M i n i s t e r , do Klerk i n t e r v e n e s t o 
segrega te Wits swindling poo l . 

J u l y t o 
August: 

1970. 

S e p t : 

Dec: 

J an : 

March: 

Dryd^n P l a y e r s t o u r marked by p r o t e s t a t F o r t Hare and W?ts^ 
Controversy a t S t c l l enbosch ov^r d e c i s i o n t o meet with stuc-ants 
from UCWC. 
Demonstration, s i t - i n a t Rhodes ov.-r non-appointment of B a s i l 
Moore, c i r c u l a t i o n of Doodle, S tuden t s r - s t i c a t e d for 6 wooUs 
then f o r ' yea r s . 
Passpor t of Behr, (SRC P r e s i d e n t a t Lorbftr.) withdrawn. P r o t e s t s 
a t N a t a l . 3ubs.;cuently r e t u r n e d , 

SRC e l e c t i o n s d i s r u p t e d a t Wi t s . 
-

NUSAS seminar ra ided a t S t e l l e n b o s c h . 6 s t u d e n t s a r r e s t e d , 
but subsequently a c q u i t t e d . Renewed SB HC , i v i t y . 

Standing Co::yaLttee d e c i s i s or S p o r t ; E l e c t i o n stateraent i s s u e d . 

Afr ica Weak - UN Day a g r i n s t rtacial D i sc r imina t ion and lOyoars 
s ince S h a r p e v i l l e - speake r s , symposiuns on nos t campuses but 
no p r o t e s t . 
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I970' : A p r i l : Wits p ro tes ts 3antu Laws Arrcndm3nt Act 
AM * h l t e centres r u r e l e c t i o n awareness campaign, 
t o focus the e l e c t i o n s onto the real ' I s s u e s ' In SA. 

May 

J u l y : 

Nationwide p r o t e s t over cont inued detent ion o f 22 detainees 
under Ter ror ism A c t . 500 Wits students march through J o 
hannesburg t o John Vors ter Square In def iance o f p r o h i b i t i o n 
by ch ie f mag is t ra te . 357 a r r e s t e d . UCT Students march 
through Cape Town f o l l o w i n g day. 30 Wits students 
even tua l l y charged under Riotous Assemblies A c t , and 
Act 8 o f 1953, and municipal by - law, but p lead g u i l t y 
t o contravening by-law - f i ned R50 - o t h e r charges 
dropped. 4 UCT s tuden ts . I nc lud ing NUSAS Pres iden t , 
N e v i l l e C u r t i s and Jess ica Cummlng, Regional D i r e c t o r 
charged. 3 found not g u i l t y . One David Kawalsky, 
found g u i l t y , caut ioned, and d ischarged. Three weeks 
a f t e r marches, dur ing which t ime cont inued nat ionwide 
student p ro tes ts and mass pamphleteering were mounted, 
22 detainees charged before cour t 

NUSAS re-assessment. Fundamental changes In o r g a n i s a t i o n . 

Sept/ P ro tes ts over detainees - UCT students a r res ted and 
October: discharged a f t e r l e a f l e t e e r l n g . 22 Oetalnees acqu i t t ed 

then banned. 3 000 Wits s tudents march through Jhb. 

October: Paula Ensor 's passport re fused- (Pauia Ensor, Natal 
Regional D i r e c t o r ) . 

* 

December: KumasI statement on f o re ign ecc.-oml" e x p l o i t a t i o n , arms 
sa les and in teg ra ted s p o r t heav i l y < Hacked by Government. 

1971 January: Rex Helnke, Wits SRC Pres ident depor ted. 

February: Nationwide p o l i c e r a i d s . I 054 documents seized from 
Head O f f i c e . On cour t o rde r , re tu rned , then seized 
aga in . 

Dick Rock, l e c t u r e r a t Wits fn Psychology, depor ted. 
Mass Wits p r o t e s t campaign. 

May: Paula Ensor warned o f banning I f she d i d not :'cease 
her a c t i v i t i e s which were ' f u r t h e r i n g the alms o f communism1" 

A p r i l / L ieutenant-Colonel Meyer, SAP, a t tacks NUSAS In speech. 
May: Defamation ac t ion i n s t i t u t e d . 

Rhodes run dlsobedlonce campaign aga ins t residence 
r e g u l a t i o n s . R20 000 f i nes lev ied by U n i v e r s i t y on students 

May: John Al tcheson re-bannod. U n i v e r s i t y o f N a t a l , 
P le te rmar l t zbu rg p r o t e s t s . 

Enormous campaign against ce leb ra t i on o f Republ ic 
Day - h a l f a m i l l i o n pamphlets, isuch demonstrat ion, 
+-50 a r r e s t s , few charges l a ' d . 

June: Continued heavy a t tacks on NUSAS frc.^ Government, Uni ted 
P a r t y . 

Chr i s t i e , , Wood found g u i l t y o f being In Soweto - R20 
o r 10 days. Wood, NUSAS Regional D i r e c t o r TVL. chooses 
j a i l . 
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July: Father Cosmas Desrrond banned. Nationwide protests In 
August. 

August: John Whitehead, Rhodes SRC Preside:,,, a d 6 others rust icated 
fo r refusing to pay f ines on dlsobedlen .3 campaign. 

September: Continued attacks on un ive rs i t i es , threats t o withdraw 
subsidies. 

October: 148 people ra ided, hal f students and lecturers and 30 NUSAS 
Off ice bearers. 

November: I I students, 2 lectureres detained under Terrorism Act . One 
charged under Suppression of Communism Ac t . Heavy attacks 
on NUSAS by Vorster and General van den 3ergh. 



Brie f H i s t o r y of Engl i sh /Afr jkaans /Ncn-whi te s t u d e n t Re l a t i ons 

1924.: HTBAS founded. A l l whi te o r g a n i s a t i o n c o n s i s t i n g of a l l 
Eng l i sh arid Afr ikaans U n i v e r s i t i e s . 
Organ i sa t ion formed t o f u r t h e r common i n t e r e s t s of a l l whit© 
s t u d e n t s . 

1933: Afr ikaner a g i t a t i o n f o r s e p a r a t e r a c i a l , c u l t u r a l and 
l i n g u i s t j . c o r g a n i s a t i o n s expresses i t s e l f i n d i s a f f i l i a t i o n 
fron^TUSAS of P r e t o r i a , Potchefstroom and Grey Unive r s i ty 
C o l l e g e s . 

Some reasons advanced 

(1 ) "The s p i r i t and c h a r a c t e r which has emerged a t i t s 
annual meetings du r ing the p^.st 9 y e a r s has b e j n overwhelmingly 
n e g r o p h i l i s t i c , i m p e r i a l i s t i c and l i b o r a l i s t i c i n c o l o u r . 

(2 ) "We i n t e r p r e t the s p i r i t of n e g i o p h i l i s n and g ive as an 
example of i t the nega t ive n a t i v e p o l i c y v/dch was fo l lowed 
a t the r e c e n t s i t i n g of the NUS..S CouMSiX. '?he admission 
t o KtBAS of n a t i v e s t u d e n t s of F o r t Hare w 3 simply shelved 
by say ing t h a t the t i n e was not y e t rApe f o r t l i i s . 

( 3 ) "As a n example of i t s i m p e r i a l i s t i c s p i r i t we s imply 
r e f e r t o the f a c t t h a t a g r e a t d e a l of i t s !£~bcr sh ip c o n s i s t s 
of E n g l i s h members whoso main ob jec t i s t o couple South 
Afr ica c l o s e r t o Great B r i t a i n a s 'home1 and f o r whom South 
A f r i c a must be maintained .is a s u b - d i v i s i o n of t h e 3 r i t i 3 h 
Empire Thcreforo we say t h a t MUS.iS i s un-Afr ikaans . 

(4 ) "Fu r the r , i n r e c e n t y e a r s MS-5 d i sp l ayed a l i b o r a l i s t i c 
t endency , e s p e c i a l l y a s a r e s u l t of the s t r o n g i n f l u e n c e of 
s o c i a l i s i i i c - i n t o r n a t i o n a l - n i n d e d Jews, fo r the most p a r t 
d e n a t i o n a l i s e d Jews, who wish t o e f f e c t a g e n e r a l world 
c i t i z e n s h i p w i t h o u t founding i t on genuine n a t i o n a l i s m . " 

S t o l l e n b o s c h U n i v e r s i t y r e fused t o d i s a f f i l i a t e and passed 
motion r e g r e t t i n g withdrawal from ,TJ3i.S of 3 Afr ikaans 
U n i v e r s i t i e s , t he r eby i s o l a t i n g S t e l l enbosch i n NUSA ' JvJ 

"SRC of S to l l enbosch r e a l i s e s t h e n e c e s s i t y f o r a Nat iona l 
Union of Students and s e e s or. oppor tun i ty f o r .ufrikaans c e n t r e s 
t o ma in t a in t h e i r language r e l i g i o n and sen t imen t s w i t h i n N 

1933: . . f r ikaanse Ra t iona le S tuden te Bond (ANS?) formed i n October 
1933 Founder mooting c h a i r e d by Mr,P.J .Meyer . 
l s t . A!SB conference hold i n e a r l y 1934 untor chairmanship of 
Mr.H. D i c d e r i c k s . 

-934= NIEAS Commission dec ides t o ma in t a in tudAS • 3 an a l l white 
o r g a n i s a t i o n t y dec id ing a g a i n s t a f f i l i a t i n g F o r t Hare, t hen 
known a s S.L.. Nat ive C o l l e g e . 

1936: S t e l l enbosch d i s a f f i l i a t e s from NUSAS j o i n s A1BB. 

193^-1940s: i iBB becomes openly Na 3 i ; Gen: G .F . J , van Ren3burg of Ossewa 
Brandwag, becomes l e a d e r of AiE3. 
ND3AS was a l l t h i s t i n o a t t empt ing t o persuade the Afrikaans 
U n i v e r s i t i e s t o r e j o i n HUSAS, 
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1943-45 = AHSB c o l l a p s e d . 

1945: NCSAS becomes n o n - r a c i a l w i th t h e a f f i l i a t \ o n of F o r t Hare 
and i n 1947 of the non white s e c t i o n of U n i v e r s i t y of N a t a l . 

194S'• ''-SB f o r c e d . 

1948-1962: NUSAS main ta ins n o n - r a c i a l s t a n d , n o n - r a c i a l i s m , oppos i t i on 
t o a l l forms of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and b o l i e f i n academic froodcci 
becomes n a i n p i l l A r s of p o l i c y . 

E n g l i s h Unive r s i ty i n i t i a t e moves f o r g r e a t e r c o - o p e r a t i o n 
wi th Africaans U n i v e r s i t i e s through hold ing of Inter-SRC 
Conferences and format ion of such o r g a n i s a t i o n s as South 
Afr ican F e d e r a t i o n of S tuden t Unions (SAFSU) 1954 ^nd s - ^ * 
Na t iona l S t u d e n t O r g a n i s a t i o n (SAiBO 1959) 
A l l conferences f a i l e d on the " r e p r e s e n t a t i o n " q u e s t i o n . 
ASB i n s i s t e d t h a t whi tes must r e p r e s e n t both white empuses 
and mixed campuses; non-whites could r e p r e s e n t non-white 
c e n t r e s on ly , 
Eng l i sh U n i v e r s i t y SRCs refused t o g ive r equ i r ed assurances 

and conferences o i t h u r never n e t or t h e r e were wa lk -ou t s , 

1962: NtE;.S breads off a l l c o n t a c t wi th .'.SB. 

1963: Decis ion r e v e r s e d : M R S w i l l cont inue t o i n v i t e ASB t o 

Corvjress and a l l o the r f u n c t i o n s . This i s done but no 
r e p l i e s a r e eve r r ece ived t o those i n v i - j a t i e n s . 

1964: Rep re sen t a t i ve* of a l l E n g l i s h , non-w" \ t e ..vl Afrikaans Univs 
not a t Hiddingh, TCT t o a t t e n d i n a u g u r a l conferences of 
F e d e r a t i o n of Conserva t ive S tuden t s (FCS). Orynforf.nty- t.iirnod 
t o intor-SRC conference wi th r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of N1BAS and 
/.SB p r e s e n t . Conference d i scus sed mutual i n t e r e s t s fo r some 
4 h r s before ASB walk-ou t on "representavi-fcy" i s s u e i . e . 
p resence of Coloured s t u d e n t r e p r e s e n t i n g mixed s t u d e n t body. 

1966: Wit3 SRC P r e s i d e n t i n v i t e s '-TEAS and ASB P r e s i d e n t s t o 
deba te a t W i t s . Both accep ted b u t few days before debate 
ASB P r e s i d e n t dropped o u t . 

1967: NUSAS and AS3 P r e s i d e n t conductod debates a t UCT and 
S t e l l e n b o s c h . ASB P r e s i d e n t a t second of t h e s e dobatos 
refused NUSAS P r e s i d e n t ' s i n v i t a t i o n t o a t t e n d NISAS 
Conference and t o conduct s i m i l a r .debates on a l l campuses. 

Af te r ASB Conference i n J u l y , ^$B announced they would never 
.again deba te wi th NUSAS. 

• 

1968: ifiK of Wits i n v i t e d NUSAS P r e s i d e n t t o d e b a t e w i th ASB exec 
member a t W i t s . NUSAS P r e s i d e n t accep ted p r o v i e i o n a l l y b u t 
no r o p l y r e c e i v e d from ASK. 
ASB announces i t cannot cc -opora to wi th South Afr ican Student 
Union (SASU). 

ASB a t t i t u d e t o c o - o o o r a t i r : . 

I n favour of l ) format ion of Engl ish C u d e . i e Bond, Bantu 
Studentc Bond, Coloured e t c . 

2) lio c o - o p e r a t i o n wi th XUSAS is i t has a s a r d i d 
p a s t , does n o t r e f l e c t resp i ra t ions of Afrk ikaner , r ega rd 



H05AS &s unpa t r io t i c • 

NH3/J5 a t t i t u d e t o co-oper r t ion : 

Renaina the only t rue National Uni--n, open t o a l l SA s tuden t s , 
prepared t o meet arte1 d i scuss with .'-SB or other gr ups on the 
bas is of recogni t ion of s tudents .is stuc.ants. 

L968 J u l y : Durban convenes meeting of ' . i l l 1 SRC President:. . Breaks dovn on 
race quest ion. 

w 4 

August: Stel lenbosch breaks centre a f f i l i a t i o n vdth JLSB. .'.S3 entrenches 
i t s e l f a t UPE. 

Sept : Wits and Pre tor ia break r e l a t i o n s a f te r P re to r i a students a t t ac t ed 
Wits during Mafeje p r o t e s t s . 
S imi la r ly Wits and RAU, 

L969 May: 'Contact Conf rence1 between ASB and English conservative groups -
KU, 3ASU, FSO e t c . L i t t l e agreement excc.pt as informal anti-NUS.^S 
en ten te , 

Juno: Follow up t o Durban meeting of ' 68 , broken up on race grounds. 

Aug: Ste l lenbosch announces contact with coloured s tuden ts . ASB i n 
favour cf 'formal contact ' 

Dec: Meetings between NUS 3 Pres ident and ISB Vice Pres ident , Stel lenbosch 
Pres ident and English SRC Pres idents ( i n fe rna l ly ) , 

1970 Jan: ' Informal ' rase t ing of Bng. and Afrik Pres idents i n JHD, breaks down 
on question of race , Afrikaans cent res except for S+ellenboscl' 
s t rongly opoos^d t o ary no t i n g s . Ideas "f ' regional federat ion 1 

or ' s tuden t p- . r l ia r^nt 1 r e jec ted , 

Feb: Debate betwaen ;.SB Vice Pres ident , NU3AS rr.>sic. n t and S.JSU Pi-osident 
a t UNP. (SASO could not at tend bu t was inv^ . ed . ) 
,'J3B i n d i c a t e s ' n i g h t attend1 NU3A5 spec ia l congTv 3s as observers . 

A p r i l : NUSAS Pres ident t o address meotin.* of S.A.A.K. a t Ste l lenbosch. (Apri l 
14th) 

COMMENT: Fnr deta i led comment on Eng/Afrik/Black student r e l a t i o n s 
a t the moment see NU3AS Newsletter no 7 ! White Unity or Student Unity' 
by Nevil le C u r t i s . 

Black student organisa t ions : 
Three black organisat ions were founded i n the ea r ly 1960 's , 
a l l were snvall and appear t o have since dissolved. They were: 
1) ASA - African Students a s soc ia t ion - i960 - ind iv idua l earol^jsnt , 

quite s trong a t UNNE, Fr>rt Hare and on JH3, Un i - r ac i a l , but 
non-rac ia l goal , s p l i t on a t t i t u d e t o WBiS. 

2) 1SVSL - African Students Union of South Africa. 1960-1, ind iv idual 
enrolment, quite strong a t Turfloop and i n JHD. Uni r a c i a l but 
non r a c i a l gaa l , quite h o s t i l e t o NUS..S. 

3) PS NO- Progressiva Students National Organisation (a lso DSU -
Durban Students Union and CESU - C a p e Peninsula Students Union 
1961-62 indiv idual enrolment, s n a i l membership, non rac ia l 
bu t non-col laborr t ion with anyone. 
DSU subsequently a f f i l i a t e d t o MIS^ b r i e f l y , but has since dissolved, 
Nona of these ^ro i^s r e a l l y got o.(,f the ground and a t tenot ' ; t o unify 
SSL ano" AS«3A f a i l e d . 

http://excc.pt
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In recent years a number of developments have taken p l a c e . 

In 1968/69, SASO and PASAS wore termed. 

SASO- South A f r i can Students Organisat ion 

Founded: Late I n 1968. 

Centres: Strong support on a l l b lack cen t res . Some centres 
have dual a p p l i c a t i o n t o NUSAS and SASO, o thers j u s t 
t o SASO. 

Numbers: Unknown, bu t grcw^ng s t r o n g l y . 

A f f l l l a t l o n : ; A l m e d a t development and freedom of the b lack people 
In South A f r i c a . Accepts on ly b lack membership. 
Does not recognise NUSAS as •Na t i ona l 1 un ion . 
Strong r a l l y i n g p o i n t f o r b lack s tuden ts . 

PASA •- Peninsula A f r i can Student Assoc ia t ion 

Founded: During 1969 

Centres: Based In township In Cape Town, Open t o s tuden ts , 
scholars and graduates. 

• 

Numbersj Unknown. 

A f f l l l a t l o n : P r i m a r i l y c u l t u r a l and Intended t o p u l l toge ther students 
In the Peninsula area dur ing vaca t ions . L i t t l e contact 
w i th o the r groups but seems t o be growing. 

A f u r t h e r group ASECA In Johannesburg a lso Involves numbers o f 
s tudents though I t I s a c u l t u r a l and educat ional group and not 
student based. 

UCM has Involved a high number o f b lack students s ince I t s foundat ion 
and much o f the mot iva t ion f o r the Incep+ Ion of SASO o r i g i n a t e d 
a t UCM conference. 

Nothing has come of t h e ASB statement In fa.our o f con tac t . Black 
a t t i t u d e s on contact w i t h Af r ikaans (and sometlr. is w i th a l l wh i tes) 
are d i v i d e d , ranging from o v e r t h o s t i l i t y t o occasional enthusiasm 

- but on equal terms o n l y . 



GeneraI Information fo r Seminar particfj>ajTts 

( I ) Tr iba l Colleges 

These col leges cater ing p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r rhe educational needs o f p a r t i c u l a r 
rac ia l and ethn ic groups. There are 5 in al I (see I960) . 

F a c i l i t i e s a t these colleges are good but there Is l i t t l e or no student freedom, 
eg no SRC a t Fort Hare, no SRC may a f f i l i a t e to NUSAS. 

Students may be refused admission o r re-admlsslon on grounds other than 
academic mer i t ; M in is te r of Education has r i gh t t o exclude any s tudent . 

Regulations f o r students 

Rules were gazetted In 1959 and I960 for the admission, contro l and dismissal 
of s tudents . Some of them commonly obtain at any I n s t i t u t i o n , f o r example 
those r e l a t i n g to the payment of fees, production of c e r t l f l c ate serving 
as entrance requirements, regular attendance a t lec tu res , payment f o r damage 
caused to col lege property e t c . 

Other regulat ions are less usual , f o r example: 

1) Students may not leave the col lege prec incts wi thout permission from 
the Hostel Superintendent or a representat ive duly authorised by the 
Rector. (Revised regulat ions were Issued la te r f o r the Univers i ty College 
of the Nor th . These stated t ha t f i r s t - y e a r st^-don > may not leave the 
col lege precincts wi thout permiss ion) . 

2) Any student organisat ion or organisat ional work In which students are 
concerned Is subject t o the p r i o r approval of the Rector. 

3) No meetings may be held In the grounds o f the col lege wi thout permission 
from the Rector. Approved student committees may meet In accordance 
wi th the rules of the cons t i t u t i on of the body concerned. 

4) No magazine, pub l ica t ion o r pamphlet f o r which students are wholly 
or pa r t l y responsible may bo c i r cu la ted wi thout the permission o f the 
Rector In consul tat ion wi th the Advisory Senate and the Senate. 

5) No statement may be given t o the Press by o r on behalf of the students 
wi thout the Rector 's permission. 

6) A f te r consul tat ion w i th the Advisory Senate end the Senate, the Rector 
may suspend or dismiss a s tudent , who In h is opinion In f r inges those 
regulat ions or any p a r t i c u l a r regulat ion o r Is g u i l t y of misconduct. 

In case of serious I r r e g u l a r i t y which In the opinion of the rec tor j u s t i f i e s 
Immediate act ion the Roctor may, In h is d isc re t ion take such act ion and 
the rea f te r report t o CounclI . 

Addi t ionsI Regulations In force at Fort Hare  

The d i ssa t i s fac t i on t ha t ex is ted a t the Univers i ty JIIC- e o f Fort Hare 
In 1959 and i960, a t the time of the change of contro l I described under 
I960. 
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Soma rf ***s »l,,w x-«iaifln"fcioTiB ore 

(1) If i n tho opinion t»f u»© Hftrris+oT i t -is no+- 5" the in te res t s of 
tho i n s t i t u t i o n t o r eg i s t e r a candidate, ha ."say refuse r eg i s t r a t i on 
ovon i f tho candidate complies with •"» other conditions of 
reg is t ra t ion . 

(2) Regulations published towards tho end of 1959 statod t ha t no 
student 6r person not under the ju r i sd ic t ion of tho college nay 
be upon the college grounds as a v i s i t o r without the permission 
of the Rector or h i s duly authorised representat ive, and then 
only on such condiyions as noy.be determined. 

Tho new regulations repeat th i s provision and add tha t no Fort 
Hare students or group of students nay v i s i t any ether i n s t i t u t i o n 
without tho permission of tho Rector and the i n s t i t u t i o n concerned, 
and then only on such conditions as may be determined, 

(3) Students who contravene the regulat ions, 7 a r ; gu i l ty of mis
conduct or disobedience or insubordination ar< t o be brought 
before a college discipl ine committee of which the Rector i s 
Chairman. Log'tf. representat ion wi l l not be allowed a t tho 
enquiry, and tho procedure wi l l bo as determined by the Rector. 

Should the student admit h i s g u i l t or be found gui l ty , the 
Roctor nay: 
(a) expel him permanently or for a specified period; 
(b) suspend him from s ta ted ac t i v i t i e s or pr ivi leges for a 
specified period; 
(c) l imi t h i s freedom of movement; 
(d) i f the studont i s a bursary holder, recommend the cancella

t ion or roduction of h i s bursaiy; 
(e) demand payment of such sun as i s calculated to compensate 

for any damage or costs wilfully or negligently caused to 
college properly or to any person as a resu l t of an offence. 

Should a student bo expelled, the Rector tiust report to tho 
Executive Comiittoo of the Council and to tho Minister. If the 
expelled student considors he has boon wronged, he must neverthe
l e s s leave the college within 24 hours. He-his the r igh t 
within fourteen days to make such representation to the Minister 
as he deems f i t , sending a copy t o the Roctor. 

In the ovent of rr^ serious i r r egu la r i t y which i n the opinion 
of the Rector requires inriediate action, he nay t ike such steps 
as ho considers necessary, as soon as po3PLOlo thereafter sub
mitting a report t o tho Executive Comratt. > as. the Minister. 

The Minister, af ter consultation with the Exec t ivo Committee, 
nay confirm or se t aside the expulsion or impo.3 a losser 
punishment. 
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NEW STi.TUS: 

Subsequently these col leges have boon granted f u l l ' autonomy * gazetted 
on the 1 s t January, 1970. 

Students a t the col lege have expressed discontent a t t h i s new s t a t u s ind 
rumours of p r o t e s t have be-3n heard, though n 'tiling has occurcc' t o da t e , 

G rounds for d icontent a t the the new s t a t u s a r e : 

l ) That the breakaway froii UOTSi* l i ) means academic s tandards can f a l l 
quite e a s i l y . 

( i i ) neans cur r icu la can bo changed t o conform 
t o CIC or apMFthalct l i n e s . 

( i i i ) Afrikaans osn be used increas ingly a s 
medium of i n s t r u c t i o n . 

(See notion 69 of I969n NTE..S Minutes for a s taters-nt <f object ions o t the 
new s t a t u s and th i NDSAS c i r c u l a r on tha sane sub jec t . ) 

In essence- the 'Un ive r s i t i e s 1 have been mae'e i n t o suh-- sparfcnorits of govt, dept* 
with no autonomy and n-> r e a l academic freedom. 

• 

( I t i 3 poss ib le t ha t the P r inc ipa l of Ngoye wi l l address the seminar) 

Enrcl-iorvt: 

In 1969 t h i s was For t Haro 436, UCOII 537, Zululand 361, Durban 1429, W. Cape 
560, To ta l 3303, though t h i s has increased 'considerably i n 1970, no exact 
f igures a r t y e t - .vai la 'ao , 

• 

NOTE: In the sane year fblack1 enrolment a t the1 white1 u n i v e r s i t i e s was UCT 
294, Wits 215, Hatal 530, Rhodes 31, (Tota l 1076) 

Of th<s t o t a l no of s tudents i n SL t h i s r e f l e c t s 

Black 4,373 or 7.2% ' 
White 67,294 or 92.8% 

(excluding seminaries , % of black students a t UNESA unknown) 


