A CALL FOR SOLIDARITY WITH THE STUDENTS AND PEOFLE CGF S0UTH AFRICA FIGHTING.
AGAINS RACISM.

FROM: NEVILLE CURTIS, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL UNIOW OF SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENTS.

| greet you on bechalf of NUSAS -~ the MNational Unien of South African Students
as fellow students and members of the international community of young people
which knows no barriers of race, religion or nationallity.

| wish that | could great you parsonally, but thls has been made Impossible, and
while | greet you on bhealf of my unfon, | am painfully aware that | cannot
graect you on behalf of a unlon which enjoys the support of the Government, or

of all the students, of South Africa.

The Government pollcy of apartheld is responsible for the maintenance of the
opprossion of the majority of the poeople in South Africa; for the white domination,
discrimination and inequallty and for the deep divislion of the paople of

South Africa.

The scourge of racism and raclal opprassion Is entrenched by law and roach into all
aspects of |Ife In South Africa. The student community In South Africa Is
deeply divided into those who support apartheid and thosc who opposa [t.

Over the years NUSAS has reglstered Its unylelding and irrecoverable opposition
to apartheld and to the Idecloay of superiorlty and oppresslon on which It is
based, and for this NUSAS has not only lost the support of the South African
Government, but Incurred its wrath and virulent opposition. Opposition which
has been manifested by attacks on NUSAS and Its leaders and supporters; by
bannings and exile: by the frustration and crippling of the programs and
projects of NUSAS, and by the survelllance and Intimidation of the student
communi Ty .

NUSAS and the South African Governmont are irrevocably opposad.

Within the studeni community, division and oppression have made thalr mark.
White Afrikaans specakling stude s have chosen to support apartheid, and have
withdrawn from NUSAS - and NUSAS rejects thelr ldeclogy. Black students have
bean isclated In separate unlvaersities and thaeir participation In NUSAS has
been crippled and attacked, but the majority of black students remain In

' NUSAS, and NUSAS 1s proud to struggle with them.

But the strugale of the black people in South Africa must be led by them, and
NUSAS is proud to aiiy Ifself with SAS0 - the South African Students Or,anisation
- a new national alllance of black studants which counts In Its ranks black
students both with!ln and cutside of NUSAL,

Under the pressure of apartheld and the gevernmont, NUSAS had been nearly brought
to Its knees, but In July this year a new NUSAS was formulated which has

amergad even more cormltted to the struggle agalnst racism and opprossion, and
mare comniited to working for an ega!itarian socliaty.

The new NUSAS does not clalm to ropresent all South Afrlcan students, but It
does represant the majority of those who are committed to working for a just
soclety, and the ending of apartheid and raclsm,

These black and white students who have for a quarter of a contary made up
the supporters of HUSAS and hava striven fto make a living axampic of the
principle of non raclalism, and o change a soaclety which they bellioved to be
headed on a course of naticonal sulclde.

But the greatings | bring you are more than an exchange of fellowshlp and a forging
of new alllances - for just as we are comnltied to the s*ruggle against raclsm
s0 Too wa belleve ihat you must commlt yourseives and your unions to the
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struggle agalinst raclsm In our own countries and In Southern Africa. The
representative of NUSAS at this meeting will outline In detall for you the many
activities and programs which WUSAS operates within South Africa, and will

sack to enlist your solidarlity and co-operation where this Is possible. But
the struaggle agalnst raclsm is more than just that of NUSAS or any one
organisation - It Is the struggle of all the poople and students inside anu
outside South Africa - who are commltted agalnst apartheld - and it Is in

this struggle that we wish to enlist your active support, and for which wa ask
your solldarity.

| ¥ there Is one single task to which we at this Confarence can dodicate our-
selvas 1t Is to the resolution of the crisis of raclsm, I+ Is a concern which
transcends natlonal boundaries, and which can unite us all In a common
fellowshlp and a common striving.

For thils reason we draw to your attention a number of matters on which you
can act both here, and on your return to your country.

We belleve that the question of arms salas 1o South Africa Is an urgent
matter to which you must apply your attention and reach resolution before the
Commonwealth Prime Minl!ster's Confoerence. e belleve that this Conference
must resclve Itself against arms sales, as the supply of Instruments of
violence Is not In the best Interest of the majority of the people of

South Africa,

Wa believe that the economlc explolitation of black South African workers
by forelgn fnvestors Is despicable and must coase, and that the membars of
this meeting must adopt an attitude and Initlate actlon to stop this
exploltation, often by the wvery countries representcd here today.

We belleve that those sporting and other tles which support and entrench racism
and discrimination withln South Africa and which are maintalned by countries
represented here, must be broken. Raclism In sport Is intolerabie and the
recent action agalnst white teams from South Africa has greatly cheerad many
South Africans - not because It Is anti=South African, but because It Is antl-
apartheld.

We belleve that those unlens who have not actively committed themselves fo
combatting racism and discrimination In all its forms, must do so, and that
those unions who are already Involved must work uncezasingly to make thelr
vislions reality.

We call on you to make every effort to combat raclsm particularly In this
year 1971 - the International Year against Racism.

We call on you to make your-volces heard, and to.goke wour actfons falt on
the side of the real South African patriots and the majority of the poople
of Scuth Africa, who stand agalnst aparthaeld, and white raclist doemination.

We call on this confarence to convena an Intornational Day of Protest agalnst
Aparthald and Sollid rlty with th2 people and students of a South Africa
flghting agalinst raclism,
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