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ACT TO CONTROL IOLITICAL 'IFUGHESS

The Botswana Govermment pussed a law daring the beginning
of 1967 sivled as the "Refugce Recognition and Control Act™(
Act 8 of 1967).

In terms of {his law a person seeking political asylum
will have to arpear before Lais Committee. .The Egjmittaa is a
statuatéry one and comprises of & chairman and wore than three’
nerbers,

The Act provides that uptm a person seeking asylum could
be detained for 28 eight da;s incommunicado and durlmg this
period will be summoned to ajpear before this Connmlttes, Any
person who fails to ajpeur before this Commlttee or fails. tu
answer any quest unﬂ 11 be prosecuted and the penalty 1a
L500=00 fine or a imp risonnent or boeth a fine and
imprisonment. The main purpose of this Committee is to carr;-
out a witech bunt against refugees amd questiom their pnliticﬂl

activites and ask a number of personal and embarrassing question:

The Comnittee doecs not concern itself with refigee problems,
such &8 his welfare or his ueggnﬁantﬂ or assist him with his

problems, especially whﬂn nnenﬁun leave DBotswenae
The following are soune salient features of the Act:

1. The Hinister upon receipt of the Committee's report
has the right to recognise or refuse recognlition of
a refugee.

2e The Commititee has pnﬂarﬁ to review the case of refugees
every six months,

3« Refugeces cannot take part in iceal polities, cannot
attend any political gatherings or Jjoin any political
parties, and cannot talke part in pelitics anywhere in
Africa.

4« Once a refugee léaves Botarana he ccases to be a
refugee and cannot return to Botswanae

Since Aprll of this year a .-vge nu:ber of refugecs appearad
in various ccntros before such o Committece and a number of
refugees outstiace Lovatsl were recognised. ihese :afugnﬂﬂ we e
served with agnotice in terms of this Act inposing a nunber of
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restrictions, somc of wvhich are as follows.

a) le ort Go the police w.ckly(tils was done even
vefose the Aet cane into bLeing)

b) Cannot leave the townsibip of resllience without
police pormiccion for more than 24 lhicurs,

) Cannot take part in loeal poliiics, carnot attend
any potitical pathorings, cannot joint any political
marbles cr ale saot in politiecs znovhere In Tiica,

d) In terms of the Act the linlster canm wetain such a
refugee until his zemoval from Dotswana, but in
vicw of the length of tinmc ‘or such a removal, the
refugee 18 not cdetained und thercfore bhas to comply
with the wvarious restrictions.

e) A refugee who is not recognised may be detained and 3
dcalt under the Ihﬂigxatian Law of 7552 and this WSS

deportation.

In terms of Lhils Aet no rﬂfu3n§é asrlun ls guarantced
because a refu e who is rocugnlscd to-day nay be rofused
roconnition six months latere. Co refujecs 2re in a constant
thrcat of their asylum being revolked. This Act is the most
vicicus pleee of legislation to harass, hound and hunlliate
cefugcees. Its nain purpese is to block refugees from obtaining
asylun in 3otswana,., So therefore this Law must be vicwed
sexricusly as it aifects the entry of refugees into solswana
which is the only sateway to the liorth and also the mailn
ratevary te the South, Jhis Law was enacted in the absonce
of emy any cxtracdition order with So:th Africa., It is o
satisfy Lhe inverests of the Scuth African Govermnent, i“ven
vefore this Law .as vassed the Zebtswana Covernoent arrested

and convieted {reedom fichters for cantering the country and
a2ter serving their savages gentonces were desorted to Zambila,
The Authorities uave made vwublic stotenents from tince to tine
to tne cifect tuat il would accord political as;lun to Jcnuilne
refugees and baetr- guarantcé their safety. Zut these state-
nents docs not accord with the facts of the situation. The
rlain fact of %the matter is that the Botswana Governnont
nerely pays lips scrvice to refusees und their problemss
FS5EETARE oo sincerc, honcst and genuine in iis clain

that it would runt osylum and sccure the interests of The
rgiugees, vucon Lt wust reoccl Lals law ond avlee by Gle.
Aecord of the Geneva Coaveatilon of July, 20, 1.4 1in zoezarxd
L0 rersceS,
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We say there is no need for legislation to curd or
protect the intcrests of refugees, because once asylum is
granted that is a guarantee in itself and is irrevocable
and therefore refugses should be treated in the sane way
as any other national eof the country., e do not seek any
special privileges and do not want any special status as
refugeess. It has bcen atated that such leglalation is necessary
to protect the interests of refugeces and also to take action
against them when they threaten the security of the state. Our
reply is that if any refugce is a threat to the state wem
then the state nmugt take firm action agalnst such mefugees 2
refugee or rcfugees, just as it would take actiom against its
own nationals. T:is Law makes a mockery of asylum because
a refugee who 18 recognised when sceking asylum is refused
recognition six monthe later. One asks the questlion on whai
basiscan asylum once granted be revoked. There can be no
basis for such revocation edéf of asylum, because asylum onee is
granted in accord withe the Gencva Cenvention, Iven if the
Botswana Government does not agrce with the Geneva Convention
it is worally bound to adhere to its asylum once granted %o
a refugee and there is no principlesl grounds to revoke any
asylum once granted.

ANC, MTNBERS DEPORTED TO Sl.A.

a) RONNIE: He was working for the Hovemeat in Lobatsi, e
sought and obtained asylum through the Chiefs
before the Independence of Botswana. In terms of
the Immigration Law of 1903, Ronnie was asked
to apply for a residembe pcruit and upon doing so
his gpplication was rejected and he was immediately
served with spotice to quit the country within
30 days. Ronnle and Dan contacted the Lusaka
offices of the AlIC, and ras told that the nmatter
should be e¢ontestéd in court and while the matter
was being tcken with Counsel in preparation for
the case, the time to quit was expired and no
extension was granted and Ronnie was deporbeds

b) J.RANTAU: A similar situation 5”?334%9 recard to Rantau.

Urgent representations wes node to the highest

authority in Botswana to reconsider its decision -

but failed. Even request for extension for time
was refused. e did not take legal zction, after

Counsel's advice, but would have resorted to such

actlon only as a declaylng tactic.
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If Rantau was not rescued he would have net z simidk
similar fate as Honnie.
¢) SIiiAs his member was also woriing for the
siovement and soon after lontie was ég
deported he was piukeﬂigrnm work(Bots.
wena Heaet Comnissilon) without ﬁnr
no ice or warning am hon< ed %8 over
to South ..fricae
d) JLLlUKIALE: e was not a member of the .liC. mm
nor any otier pglitiaal nrganiﬂath
but a Eimilar{ﬁ;p;aken againai
idon:ile was taken aseinst him, but
he was prepared to contest this
action in Court and so he proccecdés
and lost his case in the High Courg-
in appeal was noted and no sooner
' he walked out of the High Court
he was taken home by the police
and asiked to pack his belongings
and was deported to .outh ifrica.
‘hese fﬁy;]ust but a few cases in the manner ink
which our people are treated.
It must be pointed out that Botswona's iasigead
inadgration laws are not appealable. 50 there 1s no
point whatsoever in testing it in any courts of law
in the country, emcept as a delaying tuctice

1 e

a) ligs letish Teffo: “Yhis member wants = =mchs
Echoar scholarship and she took up the matie

metter with the .Jusaka ofiicez of “he iide
and stated that there was no satisfactory
responcse from the offices. '‘he natier is now

being pursued by the ofrice.
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b) Urs. X. Bonga: ©She together with her husband and

two children sought asylum during 1965 and the

husband,iam:ie moved to Eamhia-in 1.65 and ever asince

ihen the wife hes been trying to jojn her husband, but
without success. She appeals agaln that the  JiCe. must
do everything possible so that éhn;nuuld juinx-har
huﬂhﬁnﬂ with her children. |

¢) LAN YLOOME: ‘“his momber has been in Botsweana ever
since 1964 and would slso like the iovement to clear
him.

- | .

There are numbers of réfugeen imlte including members
of our organisation. The overwhelming majoriiy of these want
to nmove out for scholarships or take up occupations. According
to inforuction from our mehbers all the refugecs have been
recognised by the Governnent with a number of resirictions
as indicated in this report. the uﬁ:_:.ﬁitiunu under which

re fugees lived herc was most deplor:ble, but improved some-

what in recent timese

There are a few refugees in .ochudl, Ucberoncs and
Lobatei and one in (anye. XlRbaEEL -.lmost all the refuge s In
these areas have been recognised with the exception of Lobatsie
50 far only K. lloonsamy was refused recognition, bocause he

holds an Indian Passport.

The World Council of Jhurches is now=zn giving financial
assiatanee to 211 refugees who are unemplyed and also to those
who are employed who are net earning a decent wages. The person
in charge of :.efugecs is & ire. Terence Finley, P+ 0. Dox 1135.-.
Francistown, telephomm lios 547 Mrancistiowne .e have also &

Ire o S8hlottery a Us e aﬂﬁser'tﬂﬂhu;{ on reiugces for the

iizh Comnission Territories and is attached to the Presidentds
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office in Gaberones, Lotswana, telephone lice 2.1 Gaberones,
Pe 0« Dox 54, Gaberones.

lt-_rf-.h._u.iE-u-dLJ- Ufn.: To hﬂl L.Ii d:T‘ rlﬂ BGJ.ILJ t---l.I
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It ig the sirongity feeling of all the refugees thet the

highest possible repres&ntaniﬂnﬂ.he nade to Botawana about the

status smd the derlorable conditions under which refugees live
in Dotswena. It was also felt that such reprecentations be nade

on an all »poarty basis, so as 0 bring the maximum pressure on

sotewonae

i'or a short while, the refugros in Lnbetsl set up 2 swall
cornilttee to sl -end to its needs geonerally. Lhis coundttee wus
partly instrumental in oblaining financial assistance from the
gamnaeil of cexrr .orld couneil of Churchese _he Uoniittee ceu cd

to function, =alter lir. Sinley, the veliure ufiicer of tie .orld

touneil of Chureches tonk Ejmx charge of all reiugees.
ﬁhfﬂﬁ'“ﬁ SLGULB HE LSEIEEEB'IG AUVE ouT

lio refugee is sccure whether recognised or not recagnisdd,
so therefore specdy aiteupts mist be made to rescue all those
who want to move oute In terms of the ..ot all refuscce are to
be removed from Botswans-

BOTSY. 1iA SHOULL BE AL ROACHED 90 ACJORL
RLGCOGHITION TO REPUGHES T0 WORK PO TdLIE

QRS ANISATIONS.
In the absence of such recognition it would be extremely

difficult for refugees of the various organisations to carryoud
any political work in Hotswana. (f any wor: t.at has to be done
will have to be carried out illegally agd if the authorilties

discover this then action will be takaifgﬁgh rcfugees n torms

of the regognition: uefugee neetognition end vontrol ct.
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In other words it is wvirtually lapossible to carry out any
political activities in ?it? of this reﬁreaaive legdslotione in
view of this it is inperative that iameciite representa ions be
made to Botswana to repeal this et , or mndiry.it. The Hotswana
Government merely pay lip service to the question of granting
agylum to refugees,; because even before this law was passaﬁ the
leaders of the government have made staiements frou time to time
that they have nany problems of their amw own to contend with
and therefore refugees should not nake Dotsw.na a permanent home
but should move mmx elsewhere and therefore refugees are in
perpetual transiste In fact one of the aims of the new law is
to reset le refugees elsewhere. Tha_aﬁthnrities from time to time
have asked refugees as Yo what are their future plans and when are
they leaving votswanze. It must be pointed out that the Lotswana
vovernment Has not been of any assistance to refugecs, nor . hivé
ilesreiiiieaB. Lhe rcfugecs have not been & burccn on.ithe statce
‘he Government instead of mmsisis assisting refugec to leave the
country it has obstructed hy.nnt gilving any travel document{eben
a temporary one or an exit permit) so that it enables refugees to
reach their destination. As a result of this obstrueiion many

refugees had to obtain thelir own trevel documents and this has

involved great hardshipe

in the present sct up, i1t becones necessary to have & local
contact or contacts as a2 liason betwecn us and botswana. the
purpose of such a liason would be to look infu the icnterests of
.rufugees and to gain gupgurt for the Novement and to assist those
wanting to reach the ﬂurfh. and to ercate n machinery tﬁ obtaih
information from the home froni and to asgsist in distributing
propaganda matcrial for our cause within Botswana and South frica.
In order Yo set up any 2achinery or to gct local contacts to carry-
cout some of the tasks enmnumerated above, we should diseus=s =ueh this

moitery, if po:ss ble, with the opposition pa.tier in Sotswuina.
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the opposition.in iotswana are as follows:

votswanga Jiational l'ront, Zotaswana . ncependcence carty ond

Jotswana reoples' :sartye “he first party tl.at should be apuroached

should be the LiiFe, bLecause this party is the most genuine am

when compared wiih {the other parties. It has a very progressive

poliey and good lecadership. .he other partics should also be

approached with a view to mnixiting enlisting their su.port for

our cause and especilally the problems that face our people in

Botswanas -

The ruling party in Botswana is the Uotswona lenocratie
rarty, wmder the leacorship of Seretse hama and the uffiuial
opuosition is the Loiswana reoples' rsarty with three members in
the ilationel .sseubly and its leacer is Jhilip ‘‘atamte. Then
se heve the Lotswena Hational front whose leador is LY. e 0mA
cnd the Lotow:na Independence ~arty, wic r the Leedercehip of -
ise ibhoe

“he Ble.P, came into power without any struzgzle for Incepencences
1t hes no real mass following, but mainly dopends on the Uhiefs
for its su.port. ‘here 1= general disatisfaction amonf the veople
wi‘h the Government, bLoecnuse they don't sce any progrecs being
nade for the generul welfare of the people. .oriing conditions
are bad, poverty wuges, hizh taxation and deplorable housing
conditions. To the ordinary .otswana Independence is merely on
paper, becuuse the slie is not the real rulecr of the country,
but the expairicte and the"lafeking Clique". Lo long as ithis
group hes a firm grip on the country, so long will the people
face hardship and sufferinge. .11 the flowery specches and atate-
nents mafe by the Government about nation building with security
for all and frce froa racizl prejuidice is a lot of cock and
bulle How could the Jotswana Govcerament build a frec und R:mowx
gratiz independent nation whe:: it is eontrolled hj the "iafelring

sligue™ and hos sueh cloce links with its neighbour Jouth ~fricas
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Lthere is not the slighest aiﬁn of any poligcy of disengngﬁnant |
from Louth ifrica, but on’ the contrary ulnsef.links are béing
established. :his fact could be uonfirmeﬁ-ﬁy'miniatefini'
pronouncenents nace from fimﬁ to times. 1he nfficiai.nppﬂsfiun'
is merely a parliamentery oppestion and eﬁeﬁ'ﬂt that ﬂﬂ_iﬂ’
effective one. this party tun'haa ne nuass £pliﬂwing._ltn main
strong hold is srancistown and to some extent Lobatsl. If this
perty docs not work hard enough for the coning general elcctions
it would not be surprising if it loses ti;x.ali ité zeats. The
HIP« 1s a paper nrg&niaatiuﬁ, but hﬂﬂ-huﬁg fulluwing in the
liaun areae ‘there is hardly cny hope of this party of being tﬁel
aier altornative Governnent or en effegtive oppostion. uthe Bl F»
is the youngest party to come on the suéna; it hah = progre:=sive
ané dynavale leacership. If its ﬁclicy is inpleuwentcd ULoiswanae
will become & stable country where every one would enjoy the
fruites of ind. ucnccuices It has notv a very bis . :bership,. but £¥
worizing to reach the masses. It has held sone very aﬁhnaaaiul' |
nectings in Gaberones and par:itly successful neetings in iobetsi
during 1.06 and 1 67« 1t is precently organising trade wions
znd the response in ..obatsl is very encoursaginge. It has a trade
union office here. his party has been consistenily calling for
wiity with the pIl. snd LPPey but unfortunctely this has been
rejected by these parties. Sinee this is the only parity that has
the right policy and lesdcrship, we shuuld scriously eunﬁiﬁcr
egtablishing links with ite ihis party at the begin.ing of this
weg churged for -taking part in xxbxexzxy ﬂuhvefﬁive activities.
"he churge arose from an ariicle in its official organ “"otraight
Talk" .atiaci:ing the "lafeking Clique® Ifor controlling thg _ |
wovernment and its poliey. /5 a result of *his tﬁe gnﬁernment
raiced the pliFfe of:ices and mmmficatedx confiscated hﬁaxs.
pamphlets, type writcrs mnt roening nachines etec. and arrested
Lre iis Zona and foru oth.r nembers of his pariy iﬁcluﬂing its

LECTC . 2l
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4t the prevaratory examination ithey were comiitted for trial. in
the day of the trisl all those vho were charged male an un=-
condit onal apolozy something to fhia effcot - our criticisn
of government policy went heyun{ the legilimate bounds of political
criticisms. .8 a result of this apniogr the ﬂfute withdrew the
charges. It was significant to note that the party did not hold
any meetings to orotest wgalnst the railds nor i:-sue any statenent
of the government's hizh handed actions It was also significant
that none of the oithex oppocition parties-faiaeﬁ “heir little
fingers 1o register their condciunation about the governuent's action.
1he ulife ceased publication of "straight Yalik", ever since the
government's action szuinst the party. .lthough we were disappointed
and disgusted about cold fe«t and weak meced need poliey, we still
feel ‘hat dome and hig poariy is thoe only alternative goveruament
and sn effcetive oxtra parlizmentry opsosition.
Ol Lidss TOi 8 |

Je strohgly feel that the problems facing refugees, whether
in sotswana or anyrherﬁ else it is the rExposnihil responsibility
of the lovenent to deal with any problems facing then an& to assist
them in every possible way. e should not be merely content with
the work of the various organsations asﬁiating refugcese Uur
organisation should give his que: tion its serious consideration

inview of the many problesm set out in this report.

5th liovenbers 1 68 - Lusakae.
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