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Rupublic of South Afriea

PORTUGUESE TERRITORIES AND RHODESIA-FIRST DEFENCE LINE AGAINST
TERRORISM

DURBAN, Nuvember 25 = Everything indiocates that the
Communist=lcd terrorist onslaught on South Africa is cnterins
a sceond and more serious phese,This warnines was gkven herc last
nicht by Mp, T.J.A, Gerdener, Administrator (cquivalant to gover-
nor) of Natal Province, who sald South Afrieans should accept
the fact thm t some very blg problems lay ahead for thdr country.

Specaking at a meeting to establish the Mozambique
Soldicrs! Comf ort. Fund, Mr.Gerdener said it was time that South
Africans realised thmt if the 80,000 soldiers which Porrtugal hed
in Mozambique. and Angola had to be withdrawn tomerrow, South
Africa could become involved in a2 terrorist war within a matter
of weeks, He said thg South Africa was greately indcbted to Portugzal
and more particularly to the thousands of soldiers who would be
fighting in humid swamps whilc South Africa was erjoyinos another

Christmas.

Mr,.Gerdener said it had to be rcalised that
the Porbuguese territories and Rhodesl a had becomc South Africa'’s
first line of defence and that the question whether they succceded
in withstanding the terrorists or not-would determine South
Africa’s fufure in no uncertain degree..

He warned that Portugal could not be expectced to
keep 1ts armies in Africa if 1f were forced to "decolonise” and
for South Africa the effects could be extremely serious. The
insurgents which have been held at bay by Patuguesc troops
for years now would, he said, overrun Angola and Mozambique in

no* time and that would inevitably lead to a scrious confrormation
whidimight involve the whole of Southern Africa..

: Whether 1t was wise aml possible for Southifrieca
to cxtend its Rhodesian fight agalnst terrorists to the two
Portuzuese terrorists was, he said, a matter best left to the

government,

But there was no doubt about the faet tht South
Afriea would have the fullest justification for doing so, sald
Mr . Gerdener, fa the simple reason that the terrorist leaders
and the Organisation of Africm Unity had made 1t abundantly clear
that theirultimate aim was to overthrow the White leaders, not
only of the Portuguese territories aml Rhodesia, bub particularly
those of South Afrieca,
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PORTUGUESE TERRITORIES,... (2)

Po back his arguments about the dangers to South
Afriea in the event of Portugal having to wilthdraw from its
African territorics,

Mr.Gerdener sald : "The pressure on Portugal could
best be gauged when 1t was realised that that relatively poor
country had to keep five soldiers in the field for every one soldier

f1 tle whole of the South Africanpermanent foree,.

That terrorism in Southern Africa had taken a
now turn and could be expected to become worse in the months
ahead arose from several reasons he sald. Among them were =

I) The first terrorist autbreak in Angola, six
years ago, had now speead to no less than three fronts in Mozame
bigue, two in Angola and one in Rhodesla.

2) Whercas the original attacks were confined to
one country in Southern Africa, it -{terrorism) had recently
spread to no less than seven,

3) Thrre was ample evidence that Communist and
mierilla war leaders ffom various countries had taken charge
of tle training of te rropists in Tanzania, Zanzibar, Zambia and
fngola and what was mor. important, that they were working to a
well=organised master-plan,.

4) More weapons and ammunitiom had been off=-
loaded in Dar-es-Salaam in the past five ycars - andparticularly
the past few months - than in the precedirng five years - most of
this from Communist China..

5)"advisers™ from Algeda,Cuba, Commurd st China,
Russia, Erypt and other Communist countries hacd made thelr
appcarance at a number of places where they hadnot been until dix

months azo.

6) Zanzibar had virtuallay become a Chinese weapon
depot. Tanzania now had %I trainim camps for terroristé and the
number F Communist Chincse in Dar-cs-Salaam -~ the head uartems
of the Frelimo (Front for the Iiberation of Mozambigque terrorist
arcanisation had incrceacd over the past few months to 5,000,

7) Terrorist activites werc now financed from
sources in a steadlly growing number of countries, among thm
several Westem democracles.,
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Republic of South Africa

PORTUGUESE TERRITORIES. . . (3)

- 8) A1l repcrts from the fightirng arcas indicated
that the terrorist activites were building, up that inercascd
onslaughts could snd must be expected within the next months and
that tiec terrorists possibly had already between 20,000 and 30,000

trained men.

- 9) Al1Y imdicatim s were that terrorism was
being turned into a war which the Communists intended extending
in the years which lay ahcad, (A.F.P.)



