REPORT OF THE INFORMATION AND PRCPAGAIDA SUB-COMMITTEE
OF THE CEI'.R.T, EXECUTIVE OF THE BLACH SASH FOR THE
YEAI MAY 1956 to APRIL 1957,

The fHllowing mombers of the Black Sash have served on
this Sub-Committee during the year: Mrs. J.Dgvidoff as
Chairman nntil her departure to Cape Town in January:
Mrs. M, Doy, as Sccretary untll January and as Chalrman sinco,
lgsdames Foley and Sinclair, ex officlo, with Mrs., E.Foucho
as Mrs. Sinclair's doputy. Mrs. D. Hill, who has gilven us
invaluable assistance although she was clected as Chalrman
of the Southerhn Tnancsvaal Region during the year, Mrs, N.Groén,
Mrs, M. Fi:“wep, Mrs, D. Rankin, Mrs, P, Lewsehn, Mrs., J.Clem., °
Mrs, J. Price, Mlas, V. Bolton, Mrs. A. Welsh, Mrs, E.Kentridco’
Mrs. G. Mg:vis, lrs. Turbridge and, since” Jarmary Miss. J.Whitc,
as Sacretary, The following resignations weroc roceived duding
the year: Mrs. M. Yisher, who, with Mrs, Foley and Mrs. Foéuchc
has formed the Parliamentary Sub-Committee, Mrs. D. Raniin who’
atlll attends meetings &f this sub-committec whenever possible,
but who will, in future, concentrate on anonymous propaganda,
almed spoclifically at Natlonalist and border-line constituencies,
Mesdames Clomo, Price and Miss, Bolton,

A, The following resclutiomsfrom the National Committee hold
in April 1953 were placed before this sub-Committee: -

1) that all suggestions for propaganda were to be submlitted
to the Cerntral Executlve for approval,

In spltc of a ecircular on the subject, ard wvarious
discussions by tho Contral Executive recorded in
mimtes sent to all Regions, thils Rgsclution seems, in
some ~ascs, to be honoured more in the breach than the
observanco., The sub-Committee fools that a discussion
on this at tl.c Conference may bo valuable.

2) th.t the pos:z'bility of organising a Bonference on the
problems of a imlti-raclal government be considered.
T'ls Commistece has not proceeded further with this
Rusoluticn since they felt that as the last Committoee
wes not particularly enthusiastic about this shome,
any time spent on further preliminary investigation
weuld probably be wasteds This sub-committoe feel too
that unless or until the plan received fa more suppopt
from most of the Black Sash,there was little moré’trat
covlid be donc without making definitd commitmonts,

3) the use of placards on demonstrations. Since the
"Freedom of Movement" demonstration during September
poster slogans for evory national demonstration have
been prepared and sent to all Regions, plus the use of
pamphlets. This has, 1n our opinion, proved to he ofe
of the most useful ideas yot suggested. Those slogans
have for the most part been fairlyexplicit - 1.5, the
passcer-by would know, without reading a pamphlet, what
we were protesting agalnst, and why we were doing so.
For a domonstration held against the Native Laws /Amend-
ment Bill, the morc onigmatic phrasc "Each new law is a
linkthe chailn of slavery" was used as a poster. In
Johamesburg this appeared to stimlatc poople's curiosity
ard intcrest amd the explanatory pamphlcts were recoived
vory c.gorly. Wg would like tho Regilons to comment on
this aprroach,
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P/32,

4)

5)

6)

The use of artis*s or writers to produce visual
cducation in populnr and abstract form.

The mumbor of artists willing and capable of doing
this kimd of work effectlively for a political organis-
ation 1s almost nil, and the cost of such propagands
is oxtremely high. Howevor, one pictorial pamphlct”
and poster, on the subject of the division of English
and Afrikaans =pecaking children 1ln Sghools,was
produced, and it is for the Rggions to decide whother
they can afford the cost of further propaganda in
this mediunm,

A pmject to publish in the principal nowspapors a
aeries of short colourful articlcs on the history of
South Africa, Four articles have becn commissioned
ard written, The wrltors were asked to deal particu-
larly with peorsonalitios who wore concerned with the
oventual unity of all the inhabitants of South Africa.
We have succceded in obtaining articlos on "Adam Tas
and the first struggle for liboerty in South Africa,”
'Unsuccessful attompts to bring about Union prior %o
1909" "Sir Ggorzge Gray - The Cgpo's greatest Governor"
and "Onzc Jan" Hofmeyer." We were amxious, too, to
find writers for Apticles on "The struﬁgla for tho
freedom of the Dutch and Bnglish Press" "Progrossive
and far-cighted rulers of the Bantu" and "The Work of
Sir John Brand" but those attompts have been
unsuccessful,

We have beocn unable, so far, to place the articleas with
any Joh innesburg nowspapers but we intend to make one
furthor attempt before the Conforence. If we arc still
unsuccessful, e wil. ask other Rgglons +o sec what
they can do, )

The possibility of using "C" radioc to provide popular
education in citizenship.

The practical difficulties of doing this directly
proved Ilnsuperable and we therefore tried a moroe obligue
approach, " list of questions on many asnects and
facts of government and citizenship were drawn up,

and each Roglon was asked to got members to submit as
many as they thought practicable to any sultablo Radio
quiz progrs uo, under their own names. We have
received no roport on whether this has boen done, and
if i% has, ' ithwhat measure of success,

That Committeos be sct up to study and publicise the
gxtend to which

(a) the rights of the individual have been infringed by
the process of govermment and
(b) autocratic power has besn vested in the hands ~f

Cabinet Ministers by the present Government.

We had hopcd to have the help of the "Defendris
ci the Constitution" on this, but this was not
vnfortunatoly, available.

No Committee has been set up, but clause (a) has been
covored by the material propared for use in the
"Freedom" demonstra ion, and a great deal of
information on (b) has boen distributed to all Regions,
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viz., Spoakers Notes, material from the Institute of Race
Relations and demonstration pamphlets. If any Reglon

has mcmbers with aparticular interest in and knowledgoe of
this subject, wo would be grateful for their assistanzo

as we have bocon discussing tho possibllity of a demonstrat-
ion on "The romoval of the individual's right of appeal to
the Courts" - i.0. the removal of the Rule of Law, which

ls ono of the fourdations of the Democractlic systom.

We think that this ias the place to stress to all Rggions

of tho Black Sash what tho execution of such a project
means. The words "a series of short and colourful arti los
on tho history of South Africa" have to be defined and
erystallised; historians capable of dealing with the topi-,
decided on"shortly and colourfully" pgrow on véry few buzhos;
Where they exist they are committed far ahead; théy are as
shy as fawns and as temperamental as prima donnas, théy
mist thoerefore boe wooed most subtly before they will rnut
pen to paper; the right to suggest alterations and abridge-
ments has to be reserved (as gently as possible, so that
they don't take fright); this right has to be exercised by
yet another chosen historlan; the result of the blue-
pencilling (necessary ih every case) has to be conveyed
tactfully to the author, who by thls time has Tost interest
in the whole thing and taikes six wecks to convay hils
approval - or othorwisec - and so on ad nauseam,

Another page could be dovoted to the history of "to publish

in the principal newspapors."

B. Film,

It was fourd impossible to obtaln lengths of film of Black
Sashh activities from local or overseas film companies, with
the cxception of some 1L00feet which Mr. Duncan Abrahan has
prescnted to Mps. Foley,

C. Local Governmont. A momorandum on the operation of local
Govermment bodies, ard the Implementation of Central
government Leglslation through these bodies, is almost ready.
A preliminary momo (Prop.No.24) "Loecal Govermment and the
Black Sash" has already been distributed,

D. Speakers Notes, Werc prepared and sent to all Rgglions, Two
aEEIEIﬂna, namely, a detailed schedule on "Freedom of

Movement" and "What is the Black Sash and what is it trying
to achieve" have been sent recently,

E. Demonstrations. Documented information, whenever possible
pamphlets and poster slogans have been prepared for use in
the following demonstrations and sent to all Reglons:-

1) Freedom of Mgvement.

2) The Appeal Court decision on the wvalidity o the Senate
Act.

3) Opening of Parliament,
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P/34.

In the opinion of this Sub-Committee it is necessary to ro-~
discuss the whole question of the timing of National
Demcnstrations agalnst the removal of democratic freecdoms.
It was agreed that those demonstratiohs should coincide #ith
the Sgcond Regadlng of a relevant Bill, and that pamphleots
and poster slogans should be used, Regions have stated that
this materlal must be in their hands well before the
demonstration is tobe staged 1f 1t 1s to be dilstributed
properly ard used effectively., It 1is almost impossible to
reconcile” these two idéas, Drafting, writing, checking,
approving, translating, printing and distributing this
material to the Rggions takes at least two weeks. (For the
Chairman and Sgerotary of this Sub-Committee this 1s two-
weeks of almost full~time activity,) This means that work
on propaganda for a demonstration must start at least four
weecks before the demonstgatlon takes place.

Unless we know the contents of the proposed Bill in some
detail, tho propaganda prepared will not be nearly as good
as it could and should be (vide pamphlet and postor slogans
on the Separate Universitioes Billg. It is improbable that
we shall ever know the details of urndemocratic legislation
four weoks before a Bill is tabled. In the case of moro
complicated Bills - ce.g. Tho Native Laws Amendment Bill,

it 1s impossible to consider writing a really effectivé and
comprehensive pamphlet until the Bill has bed1 studied,

Wo are not experts, nor can we glve our full=time to6 this,
Tho Institute of Race Rglations, which employs full=time
gxpors has spent threc weecks studyling this Bill, has 1ssued
sevoral statements on it, ard has not yot complsted thé
nocessary work, No National Demonstration against this Bill
was suggested four weeks ago, since nobody knew when thé
Bill was golng to appear or what its detalled provisions
would be propaganda for, Such a démonstration would have
to deal with the rémoval of not one, but four democratic
freedoms - worshlp, ocmployment, movement and assoclation,
The 1emoval of rightful powers from local Government boedies
would also have to be highlighted,.

Would Reglons give thils whole matter their most carnest
consideration.

We must try and find a way of keeplng demonstrations more
flexible, while contimilng the use of pamphlets and posters,
together with all the Rgyglons, consider most waluable,
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F. Properanda issued. Since the last Conference (excluding
pamphlets, posters amd other material for national

domonstrations)s

34/5. This is what wo want for South Africa.

35/6. The Black Sash stamds by its Principles.

36/7. Who are the Black SasH?

37/8., The Black Sash Stards for Unity (Pictorial)

43, Why are you starding here?t

44/10. Manifesto (If you believe 1n South Africa)as pamphlot,

46/9. But what will 1t cost ¥ (Leader from Rand Dyily Me:l

reprinted.)

58/14. No interference with the Universities.

59/15., The Black Sash opposes tyranny,

61/13. Do you know ¥ When jou see a woman standing silently,

- wearlng a Black Sash,

62/16. Native Laws Amendment Bill, "The Black Sash opposes
Tyranny."

€6 . Enforced Apartheid - speech by Mrs, D, IIill, -

67 . Native Laws Amendment Bill. Eéudar in Cape Times
"Total Fgilure."

69, Rand Daily Mail leader "Pyramid of Laws."

Ge Information.,

25,29 & 56, Speakers Notes.

39. The Fgmily - Hon., Edgar Brookes.

40, The S.A. Act Amendment Act - Major General A.R.Selby,

41. Regulations relating to the acquisition of S.A4.
Citizenship.

42, Letter defending the Black Sash activities on
Christian groumds. Father Trelawny Ross,

45. Do you know ¥ Quiz Question.

48, Memorandum on a Republic -~ Mrs.E.D.Stott.

50, The Black Sash = a Rgpublic = National Council,

51. Article on Capricorn Africa Society - Sir Apthur

EI"‘,?‘E.H"E-

Og o Fear and Apathy - Kimberley Rgport.

54, White Civilisation.

55, South Africa's Rolchstag Fire Trigls,

57 « Twilight of 8.A. Liberty ~ Speech by Donald Molteno.

60. Jolnt Univefsitios' Statements on University
Segregatlon, '

63. 41/57. Race Rglations Pamphlets on Native Laws Amend-

’54. 42/5?. 1) mn i n I mant IIBil:L'I'I

65 . 4 2, /5.? 5 ] ] ] i i I n
8, Universal Doclaration Human Rights (Part of Cire.31)
(a) Preamble prépared by Cape Wgstern,
(b) Declaration,
(¢) Opinions exprcssed by Reglons.,

Wo have put "Information" and "Propaganda™ under different
headings, amd would liko Regglons to note an extract from
the Mimites of the Sub-Committee which explains this,

"The Black Sash should always bear in mind the differont
purposes of "Propaganda" and of "Education". By and large,
propagarda 1s slanted to a specific and fairly narrow end,
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I.

and is always written within Black Sash policy.

Equcation 1s a much widor concept. Material on all kir.s
of subjects in the fileld of political education should be
distributed toc all Rggions. Ip many cases, the views
expressed might be directly contrary to Black Sash policy: -
GeZs O statement from a Natlonalist on legislation which
the Black Sash has protested against - but will be of
interest anmd information to Block Sash women.

Future Activities.

The Committee 1s stockpiling material on "Freedom of Speech
amd Thought" and, as mentioned previously "The removal of
the right of appeal to the Courts.”

G‘anﬂrﬁl .

This Committee 1s not convinced that all avalilable informa-
tion and propaganda materlal is used to the fullest

advantage within the Black Sash, It scems to us to be most
important that every member (both active and inactive)

should receive a copy of most of the Inf, & Propaganda

issued from the Cgntral Exeative.

Women who take part in demonstrations should receive the
pexph’lets before the demonstration if possible, as they
should know what they are doing, and why they are protesting,
and those who do not take part should be kept in touch with
demonstrations in this way, as this may stimilate tuem to
become more active., Reglonal Committees should ensure

that all maturial of interest to members in their Reglon

i1z circulated to Branch Chairmen; who should, in their turn,
allocate at loast some of the time of every branch meeting to
discussion of all information and propaganda they have
recelved since the last meeting, Branch Chairmen should
report fully to their Reglonal Committee on members reactioms.
A precls of this re-action should form part of every
Regional report to the Central Executive.

The Black Sgsh grows and progresses daily, and it 1is of the
very first importance that its members should know exactly
what is happening. There seems to us to be no point in a
pressure group whose leaders stand so far ahead of 1ts
members that no comminicatlion between them 1s possible, and
we feel that this need never happen to the Black Sash 1f
information amd propaganda material is used as 1t should be,
and a constant channel of comminication between members and

leaders 1= kept open.

We would like to express our deep gratitude to those Regions
who have assisted with propaganda anmd information, We
welcome all suggestions, but we would ask Rgglons to serd

us draft pamphlets which they consider wvaluable, rather

than just bare suggestions, We hope wvery much that we
have at least partially satisfled the nation wide demand for
simple propaganda. We feel that we have not tackled thé
quesation of anonymous propaganda as we might have dbne =

we can only plead pressure of work and lack of time.
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Mrs., Rankin 1s now taking this over, and will work with
this Sub-Committee. We know that she tooc will weléomo
your helps. The retiring Acting Chairman, Mps. Day,

would like to thank all the Reglons most sincoroly for
thelr unfailing co-oporation, and knows that Mrs.Davidoff,
who 1s overseas, would wish to do the samo,

MARY DEY.
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