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Response of the South Arricen Council of Churchus to the WCE Prograrme to Combat

Recism. (1969-1979). A4 documentation (seo nots on page 16) .

The Message to the People of Sduth Africa - 1958

Following the Sharpeville incident and the banning of paliticas: ~ovements demanding

the Temoval of racial discritination, racial legislation ang security legislation

intensiified in rigidity, As a result the South African Council of Churchos devoted

special attention tn thg ircreasing racial tensiaons.

Tn 1564 tre SACC National Conference aidopteg the "Yeuisagu 0 tRe Buunie of South

ifrica™ which had been woraed out Ey a Thaological lc=—issicn, Twg "Messagye”

Jescribed the "theory of separaticn and the presorvation of racial adent.ty"

sndetrlying the policy of dnparato developTert as "a couel zunel™ e L onalic.

itsalf as a "form of roaistarzg *a the Meiy Spi-at"™,

'The Message™ fnave rize Lo extensive discusaignm in tnge SaLen mloean o op-

R LS T

0 tensions botween the Sputh African govornmunt and bt

0 5ACC and its mpmnar churches.
his development had an affoct

of tha rfecoption »f trog LLC Fregras=e tg Cormbat
‘acism in the South Africzan publaic,

summaiy of the"Mossago to the People of Saush Africa"™ has teen published in the

coklet “The Message in Perspective” (published by thae SACC )
omprises reactions to the Massage from

Thisa ZJooklet alsa
the South Afri-an putlic, frem the
hurches and from government authoritiss,

question that was continuously raised in the discussion of the Message,

vas
he following: If thea golicy

of separate development is rejected, what is the
lternative, that is acceptabls to tha churches? This guestion cas %aken VOTy
eriously by the SACC and by the Christian Institutg,

ne SACC and the Christian Institute of Jzuthern Africa emdareed zn 4 Jaint Study

roject called "The Study Project on Christianity
zvera. SPAQCAS publications are still avallable,

nwostigated the causes and affacts of Tacism 10 different arpan of

ife and at the sarme time worked out propesals far an alterrnative to *he exi~ting

-f responsa to thyg Qquasticon

10 Apartheid Squiety"{SPROCAS).
Tris study ang Tesearch project

Suuth African

+Stem of separite developrent,

e _Arnoldshain resoluticn of sho WEC Exacutive Coemittes, Saptembor 7, 1970,

riatively little account was takgn by the Sauth African churchos and by the

with African public of the evonts and discussions in ctumonical ranfarpneos

8t led to the Programme tg Combat Racism. Hewever, vhen the list of organisa=-

-en3, that were selectcd at Arnoldshain for financial Support through the Specia.

. Lth
nd became known, a wave of indignation and shock made itself falt inignuth African

iblie,
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*Attention was concentrated on the Spacial Fund a3 if it were tha only aspect and
tam of the Programme to Combat Racism. Littlo account was taron of the terms on

‘hich subsidies were granted from the Spocial Furd.

At a mesting of the WCC fxpcutive Comritleo 13 organisations combating racism were
5elected out of & list of 40 applications for support. OF these 1§ organisations,
I0 were operative in Africa, of the latter number 9 were operative in Southern
Africa. 5Some of these orgenisations had resarted to military means of fighting
Yacism in Southern Africa. All the 19 organisaticns had given the assurance that
they would use the rongy nat for mil:tary, %ot for sgcial, sanitary, oducative and

;uridlcnl purposas.

1] E:alimln!r! rasporse of Snuth LFsi:ar beosen Sha i tg Lkn 5:ﬁ':ﬂﬂhﬂ11L'ﬁﬂ;:uflﬂﬁ.
:uth African zhureh loaderss fpnear Lo Mavo hom faspn Y LLTpTLLsT Yy It sTpsidstialn
isolution,  They Tece.lved tne fizst snfor=at: o afget .t = s, bt ie press of _
wth Ririca, before havirng obiawned any affizial ivfar=atipm, Tip Fipet areliminary
marks of several S.8. o' Lrch loasers oo 83 Are it meos b Ll atee!

2t the fommunication botueen the 3.A, maTier oousencyg amd Lhe W20 o bk Aragrart-a

Combat Racism had Seon inadeguatc. Or fma whola tho teasalui:an of 2to WCC
ocutive Comnittee was intorprated a3 a Suppart Ly whe JLD of sailitary action

a:nst the Republi:c of South Afriza, undettaxen Ly LFo iliborat:ion maua-gnts,

fccssding to the Cape Times of September 4, 1970, Bisrop .. Stradling of Johannasburg
r€marked on the Arnoldshain resolution: "I parsonally could ngt Justify it - supporting
;p the name of Christ subversive movements which stand fur vio'anco and violent attacks

onlaw and order. "

THB Archbishop of the CP5A, the Rt. Rev. Selby Taylor, retarwed that he had not yot
Se@n the officlal text of the resolution. He indicated tha posSsibiiity, that the
ré&iolution of tﬂ: WCC at Arnoldshain, if it had boen rescrted carrectly , might
lead to the withdrawal of S5.A. mumbir churches frem tho WCC. At tho samo time he
fﬂacid the resolution in a context that was very differert “rom the irtorasretation
a$ Bishop L. Stredling. Archbishop Salby Taylar zeoar«ed: "ifbp facs that South
ﬁ}icans'hnf be shocked at the reported acticn of the Usrld Council of Churchos
mest not blind us to the reasen that lies behind tkis sesalutica, b is an
|niii:a+.1:lf1 uf}h:hhurtnn:u with which Christians throuchou: the warld cetost “he
rocial inequalities which are inherent in tha pol:izy cf apartiheid.”

=g

hhhwal leadars of othar churchas made Similar ro=atas nm publl:ic on thag Arpoldskain

. : intn kh
Resolution, placing it eather context intimatec by the firs! or into the

(opntext intimated by the second statement, raferced to above.
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The response of the Prime Minister of tha Rapubiic of Sauthn Lfrica.

The Prime Minister of the Republic of South Africa nage use of the uncertainty and

ahock prevaillng among Scuth African Chuzen loacers as a rosult of the Arnoldshain

resolution, for political purposes. The churches cf Englisn chureh tradition that
were mambers of the WCC |, had been in tha forefront ir the condemnstion of the

volicy of separate devolopment and had always recoived the maral suppart of the

WCC in such condemnation., The timo appeared nou to be opportune to drive a

welGe between them and the WCC and to exert pressure on them so as to make them
renounce thelir membership in the world organisation. The cccasion agpuared tg
Tesembie the situation following the Sharpeville ingidont and the Cotteslos
Consultation in 1980, when under the influence of public agitation, the South
African member churches of the WCC of Dutch Reforred tradition withdreu from tha

erganisation.

Twc cavys after the decis:ian Fan Boon *aken at Arncloestain, ©

*r. B.J. warztor s

e
=
T
=]
.

in a Pross interview; "Tho decisicn of the WOC o G140 qrants Lo coemumist grgac. fa-

tiens and terrorists, is tg put 1t =m:ldiy, shocxim9." Hp Furthermore refposcpa b-

te relationship Setucen “=p S.A

Sefe FROUQT ERUTSTes ard the CIU in o-akong ke o inwing
announcenent: "This is of -ourze TRRATCND G5 A .00 LuTiolT matior nrooas s
it talorated that monav contoibulon and sl pst g s- SnLih ATILLa ut

sut of tho country fir “his purprse.”

.- w B [
ST oy I

A4 fartnight later, un Septo-ber -G 2300, 10 3 saeech Leters #y0t:

“rime Minister threatenasc that he wcu.d use prassure o1 ke South Rfrioa=s mre=top

they do not decide to sever theoir relationship with this bady, [ wevule neglect =y

cuty as head of the govermment, if | would not take ac®iasn against them, " QOnly
«Fen the Prime Minister noticed that his efforts to enfarce kRis will on the chwroclhas

might not be successful, he indicated that he would bac« down 2n this mattar.

Accarding to a report in "The Star” of October ind, 1970, he said: "] would l:ke
to have sesn churches withdraw completely in protest. That is thoirp matter, houever,

and, except for expressing my disappointment, | want to leave it thare", Tro

disappointment of the Prime Minister now found an out'lol i mMeasures againat tua

Anglican priests who had expressed soma undarstanding far the resolution of *=a
WCC. They 1 were deported from the country.

Official resolutions nIISuuth African rembar churckes of ke SACS ~- tha Ar=glasmgen

fesalution.

Tre storm in the South African Yress and in the SoJth Afrizan public el Il



the resolution of the WCC at Arnoldshain on the suppust to likeratiun moverents

erupted at the beginning of September. The months =f Septetber an¢ Cotobaer are

the Lime which South Africa churches tend to selact fur the meetings of their

national legislative hﬂdlﬂi(ﬁanud. Assembly, Confarencu). Tre firs:t chusch %3

have

its General Assembly after the storm had errupted, was the FCSAR. This it a

church with s constituency which is predeminantly white. 1ha response uf this

church bBzdy to the resolution of the WCC Exocutive Co-mittee at arcaldshaln are

to the confrontation betwean Church and State in Suuth Africa L5at tusulled f-om

it, were to be of considerable influance on the decis:cn of the legisietive L:lins

of the other churches that follawod. The rosolution of tho Sororal Assestl, g

quoted here with a numboring, taken fro= ttg Luce of the Gerear oot ar —nifion
Veirsso on Soutn Africa and the Prograsm-e to Co=bat fgoig=, 1% coats 13 oi.oes
"1.) The Rasembly vieus oith =ssacesn tho i1=a:spge st Lame | ams arisiern fras e

?i}

4.)

roported Zacision of the Yerld Douscil of Cnur=tws ta seapast oattonalint

movanents to tho extent of R 143,000 . Scuthes: afrizg and ol-guhpro,
Tra Acserbly having, at a =o=hers nugy 2° thwe Uonlr Jgunzil oof Aurshes, examained

the facts of the duisputed cecisiun, disserts fIgn that decisiar =n e criunds

that 1t 13 generally no part of tne Christoan tase %o alins o

T 2 Tolowith

=
L -

rationalist forces of any race.

The Assembly warns 1ls own mgatars ajalnst =hosa misunderstandicrgs and oTmisiinns

of compassion which uwould identify this Churteh with wuhite of blacs nationaliem

The Assembly discontinues its grant of R 500 per annum to the Wi and all-cates
and additional R 300 to the A A C C ard an acditiznal A 20C 19 tra South Afpicans
Cauncil pf Churches.

The Assembly, though it dissents from the viclerco pursued Gy juer:lla
organisations and from tha World Council of Churcrtes' grant tu %mam, sce-
that it must dissent at least as much f:om the Jizlenceo icherest in tra

"

racial policies of the South African Govermmant.

The Assembly urges that the leaders of the W C C respensitla for the grant
be invited to South Africa by the South African founcil of Churchas to moet
with Church leaders here to discuss the motives and the theolocgy behind their

decision and so that we can express our point of viaw to tham,
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. .) The Assembly protests against the Prire Miniutor's thmrots agai-ut ihe

Christian Churches in South Africa «hich ara wo=boers of

they W T C ogmel hiim

attempt to coerce them by such toreats not only to 2issent from the wWiC

in this particular instance but tc breax entire.y -ith the W C C for political
reasons. It protests against his threat to force the Churches to have ro

b
further contact or communication with the WCC. The Assombly reminds the

Prima Minister that i1ta only Lerd and Master is Jesus Christ, that 1t may

rnot serve other masters, and that its task 13 not rocessarily to support

tha politics of the Governmont in power but to be faitnful to tho Cospel
of the Lord and to seek justice for the afflicted and liberty for those who
ara oppressed."”

wa resolution of tha CPSA showa that the efforts of the Primo Minister to enforlcwe
3 will on the Sout= Afrizan ~e-Luor zourenos 2f tha WIS ha! Seen cownler-prosunctivi.
wgh the leadersh:ip of tteso churones hal reservationg apaiest tne UEC reso_utict

Frnoldshain, they waro ot proparnd to focen.e STaer =a=l o routap oo thar WD,

» resolution has to be interpreted 1n thy oort <8

M 1 ] | I I - - - _. = a
it o e DLt ATancon Wrhdar

ich it was taken. QOuring the Assenbly tho Pri=e Mucoster fooited Your pronirent

+roh leaders of the CP3A to a3 diaser, Toos Sorewer b0 poree on the day pras
the decision of the Asse=2ly 2 the W20 reszictiaon of Grraldotain,. On tho
ing of the fFollowing dav a 72%i27 —a3 put T e Rssesoiy ©oa. e UE3A shouls
* an oend ta its metherd ip af tha LN, Tre =otion was rejected Jith V5 agass
votes, Though no offic:al report :s avairlable on tne talks that toox place at

3 ¢unner, the fact that tho Prime Mimuster iavited 4 gprominent CPSA chursh Leadets

ring the time of the Assembly, must be interpreted as an attempt on his part %2

flience the decisions of the Assembly.

ascount of the resclutions
‘he legislstive bodies of the othar South African member churches of the WLC

our context it is not possible to give a detailed

the PCR and on the resolution of Arnoldshain in particular. In general thesa

solutions comprise the same main olemonts a3 theo resolution of the CPSA, namol,:
expression of reservations against the WCC resolution.

admission that this resclution is to be intorprotec 5 a reswu.t oaf the fatllra

gfforts to effect fundamental change in tha Hepublic of Zouthk Rfrica with 4

Jw to Jusiice in huran rolationships.

affirmation of the will of the church organisation to maintain its membarship
the WCC.



decision concerning the paynent of t=o neTueTnBhip fues o tna  WTD,

genaral the formulation of the initral anz of tne .ater resaluticons an the UTC
nd to be influenced by tho composition of the chureh canstituercy.,  The larger
@ white constituency in a church body *re strengur s thMe expressiun of respivas-
ons against the PCR and especlially against the decisi=n %o Ssopart liberaticn
vements that resort to military sction &n their fight against racism, Tre
ronger the black constituoncy, the more outspoken is the statement ontha
allenge which the PCR presents to the respective South African Church to ramave
cial discrimination inm its gwn ranks and %o contribute touards fundamertal change
South African society. In spite of the admission that tmg ragsoluticn of the WwCC
a challenge and a stimulus for self-examinatior, churches with a strong wh:te
nstituency tend to regard the resolution of the YCC at the same time as an

stacle to reformist steps touatds reconciliation and justice in Scuth African
ciaty.

the whole it appears that: fou Slack chuerch jcadess erf zihor aroc=.:noent chgooh

&

soers havo uxpressed their views coealy o tha PR,

=dT@ thiz nmas kappe-ed,
5 Temnarks tend to be favourablo to the VIO Frogoa==u =g Deenae

;;;;;;

RaLiv-,



The response of the South African Council of Churchas.

lnftlg; statemants of the SALC.

the news on the resolution of the WL~ Executive Committew at Armoldshair
onsternation )
causad ¢ in South African churches, tha SaCC at a special -eeting

vorked out a carefully worded statoment n Septermber &, 1970, Accardirg to.the

Rand Daily Mail of Septomber 5, 1970 :+ declared that thoe SAZS, if

o By
wBra i , ,
raports on the WCC carrect, TdissnIiates (tgelf

thy Press
Trem e stand noler, huet

Fl
ar§

af
this Zoes not necessarily imply u:t?::nualfaﬂf;ggdz;gq F ot wortd w=dy." Toa

L]

SALC furthermore stated that it TRJOCLS winlonze as g selutine %5 e roccal

. :.u
problems in Southarn Africa.

In asrder to disc..ss thg Arnoidshain sesolution andg 1tg imz.icatizn for Scuthk

hfrican churches the SaCC invited its mender Lodies ta gend reprosentat.ives Lo

a meeting that was scheduled for Septenber 10,1973, The stiatoment releasud by

this meeting 13 a significant documiat aﬂa?atta:hud as Apenglx 1

The Programme to Combat Racism initiated by the Warled Counci) =f Churcras

received extensive consideration at the nex: SACC National Conferance.

Archbishop Selby Taylor, the President af the SACC, in his opening addross

interpreted the WCC resolution af 1570 as a challenge to South African churchas

calling for action on their part with a view to overcoming racial injustices

in South African society. "Ou¥ task™ he said ,'15 to show In tho mect conclusive

terms, not only in words, but Sr our actions, that ocur churchos cancemn rac:al

pre judice., " Though retaining the reservations against financigal Suppstt granted

by the WCC to liberation movemants that use mili®iry meana in thgir struggle for

Justice, the leaders of tha SACC in tho ccurse of Lime Lo an iNCIgasing dagree

erphasised the resolution of the WCC a3 a challornge t2 the Sagew Ffrican cRyuronps
far decisive actions. On August 3-5, 1371, <ha Genes-n’ Sexretasy of whe LELC

Ceclared at a meeting in Durban:"If *+g 07iy pasitive result of the upriq Couretl
cf Churches decision has Seen to mako us acutely a_ate of wnp “itariTinatar,

8ac iety in which we live and to challengs the churzh as ‘s Lera
has achieved & great deal, "

ik stands, 1%

Sfforts on the part of the 5ACC tg organise a con
of the WCC

sultation with rapresentativas

At its General Assembly in September 1970 tha PCSR had suggosted that the SiCC

invites the leaders of tha WCC fesponsible for the granmt to liberation hnunmants.

te maat with leaders of South African churches in order to discuss tho mo‘ive
and the theo'o.;y bahind the decision.



his Exscutive Commitiee of the SACC of December 2-3, 1970, fallowed the

.cunmuna.nfEE. of the PL3A and decided to organise a consultation batween
Fopresentatives of the WL and reprosentatives of the South African member
Cwrches, From an interview with the Prime Minister the Ceneral Secretary of the
$ACC, Mr. John Rees galned the impression that the South African government would
y 1i38 no objections agasinat such a consultaticn on South Africen seil. The
Coansultation was i:hadulnd for July 26-30, 1971. Unexpected difficultiea, ;uuﬁu'r.
ofose, when the Prime Minister demsnded that tho term "Consultation” used for the
CAnference, should be replaced by the term "Confrontation" and-that the theme be
thanged to fead as fuilnus: "Tha grants made by the World Zouncil of Churchas

to terrorists in Southesn Africa and the reactians of tho South African membar
ﬂ}lﬁth&ﬂ in terms of their respective raso.utions against this abhorrent decision®.
The demands of the Prire Minister were unacceptable to tho SACC as well as to the
WCC. Pr. Yorster aventually limited his pasmission that viza be jranted to a
WCC delegation to the affect that tho latier was nct ta Ba aligwnd 23 =ovo =utside
fhu International Hotel at Jan Smuts Airpart. Ha fur-hes=ere fuintid oot =3t a

amall delagation of thp WCC would be adoguata for %no purpose of v corferar-o.

LT

A3 2 result of the irtarference of “he Pri0 Ministar, thwe cunsulcatian did, not
take place.

The Pzograrme of Justice and Reconciliation.

leading representstives of the SACC repeatodly had intersreted the UCD resoluticn

oF 1970 as a challenge to the South African-churches to beco~@ active in the area

of socisl Justice in South African society. Their statements received cansidezation

Fhﬁ the SACLC momber churches and stimulated thought on hat could or should B dona.
A variety of prograpmes were started in the cifferent churches and cocmmittess oo
Eocial justice were set up. In this context a reguest of tha Mothcdist Church of
South Africa was considered by a consultation of church loaders an the csotting up
of an ecumenical Committee on Justice ind Raconciliation. This Commitice was %o
have primarily the task of stimulating and coardinating e"forts of the SACC

wembar churches in the area of Justice and Reconciliation.

The decision of the Executive Committes af tho SACC to ostablish a Committee of \
Justice and Reconcilistion and a Division of Justice and Recenciliatien imitially

0w a three year basis, has to be considerod as a response to the WCC rosolution

uF 1970 at Arnoldshain. The introductory parastaph of "o dacument sent cut to

th: Sacc mambar churches emn this matter reads as fallows:



— - _
"One of the creative responses to the controversial World Council of Churcras

decision of 1970 in terms of their Programme to Cembat Racism was a commitmant by
-

the South African member Churches of the World Cuurzil of Churchos to intensify

thoir witness to justice and reconciliatian in the Church anc society”,

The document comprises a comprahensive theslcgical statement on Justice and

Hu:unclliltinr{_nnnnndi: Iii

The SACC resolution on Conscientious Qb jactian.

The decislon of the SACC to implement a programme of Justice and Reconciliation
appaars to have hu;n motivated by the desire to find an altnthuglvn mathod of
contributing towards justice in South Africa, to the course of action taken by
liberation movements outside the count:sy which had embarked on a military
strategy agalnst the Republlc of South Africa. Graduaslly a deeper understanding
developed in the SACC member churches for the concern of these liberation movements
which in the terminology of Sguth African propaganda are to be recarded as
terrorists movements., This new understanding resulted in a resclution by tha
SACC National Conferance of 1974 on Conaclentious Objection. The “axt of tho
resolution s attached as (Appendix 1!1)

LY P

Fer the interpretation of the rasolot:ion it is neCessary o Gain $27e insight 1t
the circumstances under which it was taken. In 1574 3 ccngress of “'e ALY Afriza
Conference of Churchos at Lusaka was attondod by several partioisacto af thp

South African Council ef Zhurches. Ba this cu:as;cn.rﬂpruzwutat;vnu of tha Seuth
African Council of Churches encountered reprosentatives of “ia libaratizn =suenent,
Having returned to South Africa, the Seneral Secretary of the SAZC sescrted ta tra
National Conference on this encountar. The reprosantatives of the liberation
mgveamants had made a deop impression on hir and on other pacticipants from Sauth
Africa. In these movements, thare were many <onvinced Christians. A Mathodist
preachers' assoclaticn had boen formed in one area ts serve the Mathodist freecom
fighters. Practising Christians in liberation mosemonts Jere not aware of a con-
tradiction between the violent methods they used in the fight against South
Africa sand their Christian falth. They had taken their decision to join tha
liberation movements in tha full awarenass of being Christians and of being

responaible to GCod for their actions.

At the conference there was an open discussion on the changes which “ha freedom
fighters expected if a violent conflict with South Africa and in Stuth African
soclety is to be svoided. They expected influx contral, Job reservation and

migratory labour to be abolished. They also mentioned other expectations.
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The report on the All Africe Confarence of Churches made a deep impression on

the participants of the SACC National Conference. of 1974, Among those participants
there were several whose sons had laft the country and joined tre liberation
movementa. Tha confarence under those circumsatances had good reason to conaider
carefully how the SACC could respond to the expectations of the liberation
movements., Several participants were of the cpinion that tha churchas :in EFuth
Africa have no possibility of effecting the changes, which the representatives af
the liberation movgments had demanded. Thoy thurefcre prcpﬁsuu that the churchas
should envisage changes in mattars in which they have a Tealisiic possibility of
action. Onae of these possibilitieos was the encouragement of ccrscientic.os

objection in the churches. South African Christians could bc encouragecd to cansidaer
-afusal to do military service in view of the :injustice ard wviolerce inherant -0

the structures of Sputh African sociely.

The resolution of tha SACC on conscientlous objoction has thua .to be understood |
as a response to the expectations of the liberation movements. It is not in tha
first instance concarnad ahout justice to be done by the government to conscien-
tigus objectors, but rather encourages South Africans to consider whather *hay

uhnuid in view of the in)nstice institutionalised in South African society,

choose the path of conscientious objection. In this respect the resolution

differs ossentially from previous efforts of the SACC and other organisations with
regard to the recognitlion of conscientious objaction by the authorities. Tre
resolution is meant to make the membors of tha SACC aware of the confronmtation
between South African churches and the state. It is meant to enrance the craditility

of their concern for ‘ustice ir the eyes of the liberation mosements.

The theological argumaents in the resglutian of t*a ZalC have %o be understaczd
against the background of tha enrcounter with the s:barfatiaon =Svementis. HUE I

sra drawn from the two different theslcgical trad:tizns in the cvaluation !

. -
= P

by Christians. The ccncept of the Paly war, whizh i3 ahe of Lt ftwo ‘TaciliocT,
assumegs that Christians are obliged to narticipate 17 Zat at any Cast and at .y
price, if the war is being waged on bohalfl of tha causo uf Cod., he tenept o
the holy war was the theological justifizatisn for the zfusaldes :in the Miscle
ages., The same concept is used today openly or Implic:itly Dy the South African
a.thorities or by churchmen supporting the South African rolitical system, ta
justify the loass of human lives, tha anormous military expensas, and tha invol.e=
mant of South Africa iﬂ'uﬁ?f;nﬂ beyond its borders.Scuth Africa is consicered ta
have a divine commission to defend the Christisn values in the South of the
continent against the onslaught of Communism.
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The segand theological tradition pertaina to the sccalled just war theory. This
theory prevailed at the time of the Raefarratian., . atsuros S*at war .5 evil,

War may be Inevitable in some cases, bHut otnical sules are NRLeLTATY as guidolinos
:n which cases war may bo justifiablo., Oro of 1t sresuppeoitiens 22 thg pistince

tion betwaen offen and dofensive war. Only =g la+: is zznsidered Y2 Do Gustifia-

k

=

L4 ]

ble. Ancther rule pertains to the ain of tho var. 1% -ay rot ain at tre dostruc-
tion of the cpponent., A further considaratisr =-:.=aras tho expected effect’of tre

+ar. Thea effect of the war must Ye Setter than t'e guil.it mreduca,

The resolution intimates that a Christian thirking in ter=s ol the hkoly war theory

or of the Just war theory is bound bw these presuppositions to consider whethrar

he can with & good conscience participate in a war which defends tha prosent
structures of South African society.

Tha Furulgn Investmant [ssus

Rlready at the Pl:nary Assembly of the WCC at Uppsala in 19s8 attention was drawn-
to the connectlon betweon economic power, especially in the form of inunstmantﬂ.:
and racism. The Assembly recommendod thEzn:tchL;uu -1 af economic power with a
vics Lo removing racial discrimination., In this way tha Uppsala Confarence paved
the way for the consideration of tha foreign invest=ent iscue :n the context af

the Programma to Combat Racism,

Overseas partner churches urged the SACC to outl:ne its stand and its policy with
regarc to the foreign investmant issue. In response to theso inguiries a study
report on the foreign investment 1ssue was published by the Sguth African Counclil
of Churches. This report is avallable in the form of a LSooklet. The report
was submitted to the National Conference nf 1978 which took a resolution on the

foreign investment issue. The resoluticn of the Natiosnal Confaronce s attachad
as appendix 1V,

In ccnsidnrlng the study report as well as the resolution of the SACC National
Conference of 1978, account has to be taken of the fact that no open discussions

is possible of this problem as a result of the existing security legislation. Tha
participation of black people in the discussion of this issus has bean very limited,

In Cctober 1979 the General Secretary of the SACC Bistop Tutu replied in tho couTse
of a television intarview on Danish “elevision to a guastion on the purchase of
South African coal by Donmark. The remarks cf dlshop Tutu had far=-reaching
reparcussions and resulted in & de~ard by a South Afri:gn Cabingt Minister that

the Genaral Secretary should apologise. The latter was not pregared to ¢3 sa.
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The incident was discussed extensively by the Executivg Committee of the South
African Council of Churches which gave its General Secretary its ~ull moral
support. The statement of the Executive Committee on this matter reveals tho

differences in opinion that oxists in the constituency of thg SACC mambar churches

on the use of economic pressure as a means to tring about meaningful change in
the Republic of South Africa.

The statement of the Execulive Committes is attached as apperdix

the
The "Just Rebellipn" andfvgglun:g_jHSuu.

The response of the South African authorities to tho demonstratiuns in Sowato

asd in other parts of the country during the year 1976. *™e death of the

Black Consclousness leader Stevc Biko in 1977 and tha tanning of a considorable
number of organisations working for peoaceful change in Southarn Africa, on
October 19th 1977, the continuous bavning and cetention of nuE= . rous bu:;la for

Folitical reasons and tho =ontinuat:on of massive relscation =fograT=os for black

pﬂﬂplﬁ’drﬂu attontion tz the violence that L3 innerent in tho Soath mfrican -
political sozial and ecancmic jyste». After tre 'amming ef palitica? organ.nations

on October 19th 1977 the LCC Commission sent 3 Stady paper on the South African

situation under the titlpo "Sauth Rfrica's sepe™-ty '3 mesber rouropes. it
Taised the question whetter under tho PROVAILLING ULTZu”LtL00s the Lhurchos whish
in former times had aczeptod the "Just car™ thoary, sould st orey JEent tha

concept of a "Just rebellica”. Mam=g- chuiches :f the WCC were asked ta moum =
to the study paper. The study paper of the uC~” Study Commission had far-reachi-.;
repercussions in many menSer churches of the world organisatian., In tha context

of the South African Council of Churches a Jackground pape:r was worked out for the

discussion of the WCC Study papaer. This background Paper was submittod to several

small groups for discussion. Tha SACC background paper suggastod that in viow of

the South Africen situation the concept of "for Justifiable resistance"” might

be more appropriate than the concept of "Just retollion” which easily could be u

understood as an encouragement of violent action. The background paper containod -

a number of questions to persons who plesd in the South African situation for

the principle of non=violence, and alse a number of guestions fo- self-axamination
' s psrsons who opt for violent measures in _theif afforts to achieve change.

The bsckground psper of the SACC has not beon submitteod for nr?gpinl approval

by the Executive Committes since its aim was mainly to facilitate discussion of

the WCLC Study paper. Tho background paper is attacred as appendi» VI,
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Obligatory=T-asistance

The swareness of the extont of hi=an sufforing resulting from the palicy of

saparatae duvtlupmant,napa:xally in vies of of the carsidorabla number of political
detentlons and in view of the relocation of black people in isolated areas, gave

rise to the question in the SACC Division of Zustice and Reconciliztion whather

the concept of "justifiable resistancae" is really adeguate and relavant. at the
“ational Conference of the SACC in July 1379 the ccrizopt of "atligatory rusfstln:u“
was proposed as an slternative i1n a report submitted to thﬂ_du1¢9ntas of churchas. Tha
:mitilal pe3sage of a section in the report uncer tho heading "strategies of
resistance” reads as follous In viow of thg great suffering resulting from tre
policy of separate development, the cuestion mas aricen uhe'her the Sguth Afr.can
churches are not under en ctlligaticn to withdraw, 23 far a3 that 135 possitle fzom
ccoperation Jith the state., " Very similar idoas were expressed in a lecture by

Or. Allen Bﬂl!uh.# wall-known theclogian of the 4.0, Kark in Afrisa His lecture

is attached as appencix Y1,

The Executive Committae evontually took a resolution on withdrawa’ from tnnpnr.tfﬁn
=ith the state in areas uhere the latter cleariy actsagainst the will of God. This
resolution reads as follows:

"Recognising the great sufforing rosulting from the peciicy af separate developnant
and confessing that this suffering has been greatiy increased by the Churches'
failure to act in the past, i™is Confaerence believes that tho South African churchas
are under an obligation 'o withdraw as far as that is possible from cooperation

with the state in all th:-e areas in tha ordering of our society uhare the lau
violates the Justice of God.

We call upon all Christian.people ta exarine their :.ves and to spek ta igest:fy

the ways in which each one reinforcos tne policy and props up the systam.

Wa command the wark of the Division of Justice ard Aecanciliation and rercupot

them to continue this work by @xamining the strategies of resistancy, "

With a view to the implementation of the above resclution tha Division af

Justice and Recnciliation has worked aut Preliminary propusals for the fxecuiive
Committee of the SACC vu~dar the heading "Positive fun-cooperaticn”. Th.s pazor |
has not as yet been discussad by the Executive Committee. It is attached as

appendix VIII,
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Tha resoludMon of tha South African Council of Churches on withdrawal from
cooperation with the state where the law violates tho justice and Gec and af

strategies of resistance, has to be interpreted in three different contaxts:

As a rosponsea %2 the intens:ficat:za of ressussaive =eaturas and
policies in tho Republic of South R¥eica.
As an indiroct -osponse to Lm0 process of seflestion sti=ulated By the

WCC Study Papor "South Africa's sigpe”

A3 a deepering of tho Ins:ight and tro experierces voderiying the resalution

on conscientious objection ef 15874,

With regard to the third aspact cne has to be aware that the SACC resoluticn on :
Conscientious Objection of 1974 places tha burden of considering the practical
consequences of odSliving and being involved in a funcamentally unjust soc.iety,
primurilf‘un the young person who is called up for militery service and wha in
many cases lacks tha exparience for such a difficult moral decisicn, The rosalution
of the SACC National Conference of the year 1979 on withdrawal from cooperation

«ith the state pla&nu the responsibility for a closoly related cdeocisior affecting

not only military service, but all areas of one's involvement 1n aublie life, con
all Christians.

Fundarental charge?

The resolution of the SACC National Cenference on stratagies of resistance .as
taken at a time when the government of the Republic of South Africa had aircady
announced that it would introduce far-reaching changes in i1ts racial policias.
Influanfial pyliticiuni ware anxious to create the impression 1n ovarsoas countries
that racism is dead in the Republic of South Africa. One cannot deny that some

of the changes that have been implemented or that aro envisaged, have far-reaching
effects for a limited group of black people, who live in urtan areas in tha
Republic of South Africa on a relatively permanent basis. At the same time,
however, hundreds of thousands of black people sres in the process of being moved
under tremendous human suffering from their nhomes and of taing relocated in sreas
where they have very little unpﬂftunitii: of earning a livelihood. The poweor
structures of the Republic of South Africa remaln unchanged, even if a number of
black people are better off than before. ODetention without trial continues and
affects especislly young people who are not prepared to be satisfied by concessicns
that leave the situation of the majority of black pecple unchanged. Security
legislation and security measures are being tightened and tha relfa-c. on military
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p:utictlnghpt a tremendous cost to ithe zountry.is .nternsifying,

changes, but there is no change.

itere aro Tany

In their efforts to give a rew i7mage to Y3 Tac:ias policy, e aulbarities arto
at present resorting rmore and moro ta o0 ideslogaiial ‘ustifization that ciffers.
from the previous moral legitimisalios. Representatives of the gavernmant

frequently use in their speeches and statements concepts %that have thair roots in
liberal thought,

In U;iu of the conflict beatween tha diffarent icdeclegies in tho South African

and in a global contoxt, the South African Council of Churches has entrusted a
Study Commission on Faith and Ideologies with the task to investigate the different
ideologies and their social and economic contexts that are a. force in South Africes.
A sslection of draft study papers on ideologuies thit are closely associated with
racism , i3 included in the dossier made up by the SACT for tho cansultation on

the PCR. These studies papers will bo prepared at a later date for publication.

It is hoped that the work of the 5Study Commission may e a contribution towards -
halping Christisns to relate their faith to the different 1cualﬁglus and to f:rd

a salution for a new political, social and oconeaic ordar, :n uhich rorce

just:i e
and freedom,and reconci.iation will prevail.
Conclusion.
In the decade since 1%is i=ple-antation, the Woo Frogram=o %2 Zo=bat RHac om ceftianly

has helpod to make many poople awarte 2f thRe evils of raciem, The Scuth E9ric
Council of Churches and i%ts member crnucchas have respnnded 29 wariost waws ©n "5is
grogramme. Thoy have not succeeded in removing cppressive rasial structurtus o

South African society. The worldw:de offarts g c:mhat raciss, hPoLevar Ra.o =ad
the affect, that the South African authoritios are changing their stratedy -3 2.

to make racism not as easily discernable to sutsiders as it was beforo.

At the end of the 1970ies racism in South Africa Fas changed its fTace. In -any
arcas it has become more flexible on issues of colaur in social relationships
On the othar hand it is highly uncompromising in :ts rosistance against any
affarts to thnng; the existing power relationships. AL tho beginning of the
1980 es it has become nacessary to redefine racism a!-ix;st.a today :in Sguth
Africa and to make it recognisable to South African and io overseas Christ:ars,

It has also become necessary to devolop strategres to Com3at Racism in 1ts now

form.

In view of the task that the South African Council of Churches and Lts memtor.

bodies . have to face at tha beginning of a new decade in which racism i3
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still a formidable force in South Africa, I refer to a passjge in an article

by the Cerman theologian Wolfgang Huber on Militarismi "We have been called unon

to "presuppose & world that is as it £4"., But his world compals us to protest.

This protest occurs in the name of a hope against hope, in the name of a will

to live, derived from the promise af l:ife., Christians must remind gach other

that they live from a hzpe transcending the possibilitios of %istoerical realization,

which thus encourages intervention for their fellcu mon and wuron despite all
backs and reversals.

set-

The reason for Christians no% to wavef :in the fight against

self-destructive and world-destruc* vo powers res.dos not in Yho secucity of

success, but in Jgsus'

reTise of a «wingda= of justice, of prace a~2 of happincss
"
(Rom 14:17).

NOTE :

for the quotations in this paper and fo: t“a survoy from 1971-1%7§ axtensive use

has been made of tha tosk af Wolfram Weissa on South Africa and the Prograz=e o

Combat Racism ( W, Weisse: Sudafrika urd cas Antirassisrusprograrm=, Kirchen im
Spannungsfeld einer Rassongosallschaft. Herbert Lang/Barn Pater Lang Frankfurt/M,

1975)

~OHANNESBURG .
8th February, 1980
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