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PRESS STATEMENT FROM THE -
SOUTH AFRICAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE

We. the South African Catholic Bishops. have raised our
voices ume and again against the violanon of human nights
IN Our country.

We have protested whenever curbs and restnctions are 1m-
posed on thoe who evercise their nght 1o dissent. to have
their own opimon, to be kept fully informed. 1o be mean-

ingfully consulted. to stnive for full and equal participaton -

in the political life of the counin

We have wamed that these curts and restnictions are hike
a malignant cancer. starting inone cell and, if o timeusiy
- diagncsed and treated. spreading and graduaily but surels
weakening and debilitating the body and even acveleranng
its death :

We were therefore not surprised. but certainhy saddened
and angered. by the latest action of the government exten-
ding their unrestnicted powers to stifle even more of these
nghts.

Where will it end” Whe s neut 1o be rednicted” Which
of our nights wiil mu be tampered wuth?

We condemn all forms of ttalitanan government — what
guarantee have we that our government 1s not on that road”

Even our courts are becoming poweriess 1o priMect us
against this sy stematic ¢rosion of our nghts. More and more

we see That court Jevisions against government actions senc
 merely 10 expose weaknesses in government legislation and

regulanons . These gaps are then closed and such legislation
and regulations become more and more watertight o ensure
that future count action s less hkely 1o succeed

As munisters of the Gospel and therefore mimisters of hope,
we must rse above our human feelings of despair and anger
Once agam we must éxhon the oppressed, thise discrminaied
against, mo o lose hope

Crad 1~ truth and the truth will mahke sou tree

We wiil continue, and increase. our support for veur
legitimate asprrations and tor sour human and Casd-given
righis

(e agan we must appeal. in the name of Gead, 1o those
in o pavwer amd fo those who supperrt them - Jirectly or by
SMission — o desint trom the Truitless, svstemane control
M force

Betore it s tow late. we ask vou 1o pat aside your fears,
o act with courage anmd 1o commut sourselves now (o take
all steps nevessan o hring about a swiety of peace hased
upon ustice o 2l our peoples

Bishop Reenald Orsmond
SACBC Acning President
wn behalf of the SACBC Admunistrative Board
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