MATDELA'S FULL RZPLY TO PRESDDZNT BOTHA'S (FFER

THIS IS T3 FULL text of Helson Mandela's response to the conditional
offer of freedon made ifd Parliament by the State Presideat, lir P W Botha.

The respons: was rezd on Handela's behalf by his daughier, Zindzi, at
a funetion in Jamulani, Soweto, yesterdart:

"n FI"'iﬂ_.&:’ g mother and our atioraey saw uy father at Pollsmoor Prison
to obtain hiz answer to Botha's offer of conditional release.

"The priscn auwthoritids attaupted ¢o stop this statement being made
but he would hizve nene of this end made it clear that he would the
statement to yow, the people.

“gtranzera like Bethell from England and Profesor Dach from the mited
States have in recsni wesks been authworised Yy Pretoria fo see my
father witiout resiriction yet Fretoria cannot allow you, the peorle,
9 hear what he has to say directly.

e ghould be here himself to tell you what he thinks of tiis statement
by Botha. 2 is not allowed' to do so. Iy mother, who also heard his
words, is alzo not allouged to saeak <o you today.

"y father and iis comrades at Pollsacor Prison send their greetings
to you, the fresdom-loving pecple of this our tragic land, in the full
confidence that you will carry on the struzgle for fresdom.

wge aad his ocomrades at Pollswoor Prison send their very warmest graetings
to Bishop Tuiw. 3ishop Tutu has made it clear to the world that the
Nobel Peace Prize belongs to you wio are the pecple. e salute him.

"My father and his comrades at Pollsaoor Prison are grateful to tae
United Denccratic Front who without hesitation made this wvenue available
40 them so that they could speak to you today.

"y father and his comrades wisl to male +his statement to you, the
néople, firet. They are clear that they are zoccuntable 1o you end to
you alone. And that you should hear their views dirgetly and not through
others.

Wiy father speaks net oaly fér himsclf and for his courades at Pollsmoor
Prison, but e hopes he als~ speaks for all those in jail for their
oppesition %o apartheid, for all those wio are banished, for all those
who, are in exile, for all those who suffer under apartheid, for all those
Wao are opponents of apartieid and for all those wuo are oppressed and
exploited.

"hrouzhout our struggle fhere hera beca puppets who heve claiased to
speak for you. They have made this clain, botir here and abroads '_Ihe;l,-"
are of no gonsequence. My father and lLis colleagues will not be like
then

Wi father says:

1T an o meaber of the African Haiional Congress.

I have always been a meaber of the Afriecan National
Congress and I will remain a meaber of tae African
National Congress uwntil the day I die.
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'Oliver Tambo is much more than a brother to me. He is my greaterst
friend and comrade for nearly 50 years. If theze is any one amongst
you who cherisghes my freedom, Oliwer Tambo cherishes it more, and I
Inow that he would give his life to zee me free. There is no difference
between his views and minel.

"ify Father says:

'I am surprised at the conditions that the Covernment
wants to impose on mee I am not a vioclent mane My
colleagues and I wrote in 1952 4o lMalan asking for a
round table conference to find a2 solution 4o the
problems of our country but that was ignored.

"When Strijdom was in powery we made the same offefs Again it was
ignored.

"When Verwoerd was in power we asked for a national gonvention for
all the pecple in South Afrieca to decide on their future. This, too,
was in vain.

't was only then when all other forms of resistance were no longer
open to us that we turned to armed strugsgle.

'Let Botha show that he is different to !kalan, Strijdom and Verwoerd.
'Let him renounce wviolencea

'Let him say that he will dismantle apartheid”.

"Let him unban the people's organisation, the African National Congress.

"Let  him free all who have been imprisoned, banighed or exiled for the
opposition to apartheid.

"Let him guarantee free political aciivity so that the people may
decide who will govern them.

'I cherish my own freedom dearly but I care even more for your freedome
Too many have died sinece I went to prisons. Too many have suffered for
the love of freedom.

'I owe it to their widows, to their orphans, to their mothers and to
their fathers who have grieved and wept for thems WNot only I have
suffered during these, long, lonely, wasted years.

'T am not lags life loving than you are. But I cannot sell my birthright,
nor am I preparsd to sell the birthright of the pecple o be free.

'T am in prison as the representative of the people and of your organisation
the African National Congress which was bamned.

"hat freedom am I being offered whilst the organisation of the pecple
remaing banned?
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Iihat freedom am I being offered when I may be arrested on a pass
offence?

1hat freedom am I being offered to live my life as a family with my
dezr wife who remains in banishment in Brandfort?

that freedom am I being offered when I must ask for permission to live
in an urban area?

twhat freedom am I being offered when I need a stamp in my pass 10 seek
work?

"hat freedom an I being offercd when my very South Africa oitizenship
is not respected?

'Only free men oan negotiates Priscners cannot enter into contraocts.
¥

YHerman Toivo Ja Toivo, when freed, never gave any undertaking, nor
was he called upon to do sofs

"My father saysi

'] cannct and will not
glive any wdertaking at

a time when I and you the
people are not free. Your
freedom and mine oannot be
geparated.

'] will return'.
4+ The Department of Prison Services was asked o comment on the

allegetion that it attemptéd to prevent Mandela making the statement
but had not responded by late last nights
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