STATEHENT OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CUNGRELS OF SCUTI ARKICA ON

THE CCCASSION OF TIE 26th CUONGRESS OF THE COMMUNIGT PARTYE CF

THE SOVIET UiLON=-

Dear Comrsdes and Trichds,

we the representatives of the African NHational Congress (SA).on
behalf of our movement and the oppressed peoplea of ouvr country,
wish in the fidrst place to express our sincere thankes for the
opportunity given us to be present in this grest occassion of the

26th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.

"his is pesrticularly a joyous moment for us,Comrades and Friends,
because within & few months,dur trusted ally,the Houtn Affican
Mowing blenm
Communiet Farty will celebrate its 60th annivarsargﬁﬂbrmed in
I921,00ly a few years after the formation of EE our own
national liberation movement,the African liaticnal Congress in
1012 ,Fhere has always bwen a close fraternsl relationship between
the forces of national liberation and the proletariet party,which
bases its philosophy,orgenisation and methods of strugpzle on the

teschings of the founders of international communism,lisex, nrels

and Lenin,

We ourselves,being the oldest liberaticn movement in .Jfrica,have
much reason to welcome the enormous achievenents and progress made
by the workers,peasenta and intellectuals of the Soviet Union
under the inspired aad dedicsted leadership of your party..e r
recognise that eur—struprpiefor—Iiterstiomand the strupgples of
the oppressed peoples of the former colonial warld succedded

in throwing off the yoke of colonislism,imperialist exploitation
and racism only by reason of the achievements of the Greest October

Socialist lHevolution and inspited Leninist leadership of the
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- of +he-Bolshevill Party which from its inception and at all times
correctly identified the struggles of the world proletariat and
all progressive mAnkind with a determinstion of millions of peoples
enslaved in the colonies to free themselves from racist

o maim at o
determmarbion and imperialist exploitation.

''he revolution of IQIL7 changed the balance of forces and the
nature of the international community beyond recognition.lor the

first time inu history a fovernment of workers,peasants and
intellectuals ceme into being withtke clear and expressed aim cof

abolishing exploitetion of man,establishing working class rule,
developing a planned econony.,ensuring equality in all spheres,and
eliminating the age-old curse of povertiy,disease and irnorance,
Within a few years of existance and inspite of a devastating civil
war imposed by imperialist powers,the infant socialist state
demonstrated beyond any doubt the superiority of scientific
socialism over the anarchy snd corruption of monopoly capitalism;
the anarchy of unplanned markets and tue vielation of human

rignts on the alter of maximum profit.

In sddition to the enormous task of creating a new type of
social formation on the foundetion of the outworn archaich
autocracy,your party,dear Comrades and Friends,gave a helping arm

to the downtrodden masses of the coleonial world.

Already in Novenmber I9I%,in an address to a Congress of Communist

and liuslen representatives of the Far Bast,the great Lenin,a
theover Llan

brilliant Ftheorimt and far-sighted strategist,stated that the

proletariat of the adveanced industrial countries"will not bhe

vietorious without the aid of the toiling masues of all the

opvressed colonial peoples in the first place ".That hos been the

guiding principle of your party sinceé its formation in its relation
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with the peoples of Africa,Asie and lLatin Amerieea and whereever
else imperialism established itselfeby violent bloodshed snd treachevy y
In the following year,in a report to the second Conrress of the
Socialist International,lLenin explained that it was the task of
Communist Parties to support the national revolutionary movenents,
which are genuinly revolutionary.lt was on the basis of these
priciples that an alliance was formed between the . Afpican lismtionsl
Congress and the South Africam Communist Party;an alliance which aks
has stood the test of vieioud repression,illegality and ruthless ™\
attempt to crush the opposition to the monstrous regime which

plople fov e
enslaves the great majority of thﬁmpurpnse of wxploiting their

lebour power with the active consent and asssistance of the

imperialist countries,ef Usiyrestern—urecpe—send Japan,

It was undoubtedly the establishment of the socislist world order
after the defeat of the Bx ¥m=xx fascist axis powers in the Breat
Fatriotie War that hastened the era of decolonisation =2nd brought
political emancipation to hundeeds of millions of peoples in the £
former colonies.Comrades,this task of liberstion will mdk not he
completed until peoples have emancipatedd themselves also from the
straight=-Jjacket of capitalist exploitetion.iut that step toc is
being taken slowly and certainly with the aid of the Soviet Union

and its allies.

Having in mind the ereat debt to the proletariat fstherland,we look
withn pride and joy at its mighty achlevements in the fields of
econonic growth,sccial welfare,science,be:hnology,liferature and
arts.i new eivilization has been born ss was recopnised by Uidney aof
Beatrice vebb,authors of "The Soviet Union and the lew Civilisstion”

and leading members of Uritish socidlist movement.lt is & civiiizat



civilisation characterised by the generation of enormous productive
capacities,the employment of these forces with adequate regerd for th
the preservation of naturel environment,elimination of man-made
inegqualities between man and woman,between ethnic communities and
natiosnlities.between town and country-side.It is .this civilisation
that embodies the hopes and dreams of propgressive peoples

throughout the ages.lt is our privilege to be alive in this age

of the new civilization to witness its progress and th take part

in the glorious mission of building in our own country a social

order that will open the way to the emergence of a new civilisation

of our own makinge

The guiding lines of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union’s
policy on the national question was laid down on the resolutions
adopted in I%I7 and again in 1921 wherein it was stated that the
Fundemental Law will be enacted "nullifying all privileges enjoyed
by all nations whatever,and all violations of the rights of Xhm
national minorities" .Further more it wes stated that the tasks of ¢
the Party was "to help the toiling masses of the’Non-great Russimn
Peoples to mk= catch up with/central Kussia“whiech is ahead of them!
and for this purpose to develop an advanced industrial economy with

a balanced agrariasn policy.iq

Comrades and friends,I cannot forego the opprtunity for drawing a
parallel between the backward border regions of tsarist Russia

and the Bantustens imposed upon the African people of our country by
thex rapacious,racist,totalitarian regime of white South ilrica.

We in the African Nationel VYongress together with the whole of
propressive mankind recognise and epplaud the tremendous progress
in such formely backward areas such as Ugbekistan,Turkestan and
mEve above all the Soviet Far East where progress of an

mede ,
unprecedented kind is hainqﬁrith world shattering speed.
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The experience of the longolian People,the first independent state
to go over to sociaslism by the non-capitalist path,demonstrated
the correctness of Lenim’s thes&s that countries with precapitalist
economic structares could advance to socialism provided they
establish a a close fraternal alliance with the proletsrian state,
It is with this principle in mind that we of the Africen National C
Congress look foward with hope and e%;gernesa with the prospect of
building a new society after we have emancipated ourselves from

the tyranny of apartheid.

A necessary condition for human progress everywheeeis the preserva-
tion of peace by eliminating the danger of war involvong theb
catastrophic prospect of a naélear holocaust.Here too we skknowledge
with respect and gratitude the enormous contribution of your party
end government to the cause of world peace.Who of us fails to
marvel at the strength and celm at which the Soviet leadership
resists the monstrous militarism that is being deliberately
engineered by the imperialist powers under the leadership of the
United States of AmeriacazIn the words of Comrade ¥mmx Leonid
Breshnev &t an election meeting in Moscow in February I280, "the
present leadership &f the United Stotes of America is pursuing the 1
line of undermining detente and asggravating the international
situation.It is trying to dictate its will to the Socialist iLtates
and the other countries".In contrast to the flood of military
hysteria and the frantic arms race,the USSR poses the philosophy

of a consistent struggle for peace and security,for strengthening

detente,for reducing armements,for rappreoachment snd understanding

between peoples.

For these reasons Comrades andFFriends,we of the AfricamN National

Congress are proud to take our place withn parties and movements



which represent the wvansuard o6f prosressive mankind in peyiang
tribute to our host and to this great ascsembly here
congregated.iie pledse ourselves to to carry on an unrelenting
atrug Le sagainst the twin forcea of imperialist aggression

and colonial oppression,.

Lonr live the Communist Fafty of the Soviet Unionld

Long live the siruggle for l'eace!
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