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Thirty-three years have passcd since the Second iorld War came
to an end with the defeat of Nazi Germany and her allies, In
this period mony of the wounds inflicted during that holocaust
have healed. A new generation has grown up without experiencing
what would be a cataclysmic third world war.

All this attests to the vigilance and the strength of the domocra-
tie and peace-loving peoples vho have thus managed to hold in
check the forces of military aggression and domination.

Tribute for this success is also due to the United Nations Organi-
sation, which has by and large rcepelled powerful pressures to turn
it againat the purposcs for which 1t was created.

Yet it is well to remember that 30 years ago this year, the South
African whitce minority clectorate wvoted the present regime into
power, On the other hand, 30 years ago this year, The lMember
Stateos of the United Nations Urganisation, horrified by the
desperately anti-wuman theories and activiiics of the Nazis,
approved the Universal Declaration of lluman Rights, .
Celelralens,

Bven as the fascist forces were holding their vietory celonbrationsy
tho Uiaitcd Naotiono Organiontion was, for tho third yoar in succes-
sion, grappling with the question of racism in South Africa.

Then, as now, the racists tricd to shelter themselves from world
condennation by claiming that the crimineal practices they were and
are onpaged in fell within the realm of domestic affairs in which
the world community had no right to interfere.

We stood by the position at that timec, as we do today, that
national oppression and fascist tyranny must of nocessity be a
metter of concern to »ll freedom - and pecace-loving pcoples
throughout the world.

Arising directly out of the experience of the rise and deifeat of
fascism, the founders of this Urgenisation rcalized, and sought
to give concrete expression to the fact, that the sphere of
internotional relations has ccased to be a tangential factor in
the formulation and cxecution of national noliecies., Rather,
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the internmational setting, itself brought into being by the inte-
raction of national pnllclas, correspondingly providcs the condi=-
tion and the framework for the pursuit of national objectives,

The United Nations Organisation, its Charter and the Universal
beclaration of Iuman Rights, arc therefore some of the outstanding
products of the victory of %ha pooples of the world over Nazism,
They constitute tho conscious resolve of humanity to ensure that
botia national and international affairs are governed by a common
code of behaviour based on freedom, equality, social progress and
peaceful ooexistence amony; the peoples.

It is therefore appropriate that it was the United Nations Organi-
sation that deccided that 19780 should be observed as the Internati-
onal Year against Apartheid. DRecognizing the specific historical
tasks of this Organisation, we are convinced that it is here that
we snould put before the world dewocratic forces an urgont call
for immediate and decisive action against tho inhuman systcm prev-
ailing in South Africa, not as an act of charity towcrds our
people but as 2 nccessary condition for the realization of the
United Nations objective of establishing and guarantceing a just
and stable world pecace,

To put the matter bricily, tho accession of the apartheid regime
to power 30 years ago coincided with the efforts of the fascist
forces, defeated in Europe, to resgroup themselves wherever this
was possible, in propoarotion for their re-emergonce on the world
scenc, once more organised, once more strong enough to seck to
impose their will on the neoples of the world, In South Africo
these foreces found fertile ground, enriched by a lon;; history of
colonial and white minority domination, nnd made specinlly favour-
able by the foet thet the nresent rulers of our country head for
years prior to their 1948 victory organized themselves into
the Nazi vanguard of South Africa, adopted ond schooled themeelves
to the philosophy and practice of Nazism and openly declared theilr
determination to turn South Africa into a Nazi sitronghold,

‘hen, thercfore, this Nozi vanguard come to power, and for so
long as it retained its hold on this power, it was clear that the
tasl: which mankind had scet itself - to rid the world of fascist
tyranny - and for which it had already paid such a high price,
was as yot unoccomplished, Yemaratie hwianity is thus faced
with the task of dislodging and destroying the forces of Nazism,
now embedded in the fabric of South African society.

When the United Nations resolved in fts 1975 General Assembly
session that it has a "special rcsponsibility towords the people of
of South Africa", it was aclmowledping and laying emphasis on the
fact that we had inherited the retreatin;; but unrepentant forces
of Nazli aprossion and domination., What Nazism achieved through
gas chawmbers and concenlration camps nearly four decades ago has
been repeated in our couniry over the past 30 years by subtle
methods and techniques, with Sharpeville and Soweto serving as
danger signals alerting mankind to the gruesome inhumanity of

the South African spartheid system. No one could possibly deny
that millions of black pecple who should be alive and healthy to-~
day have died during the past 30 years, killed and consumed by the
gpartheid system and thosce who work it,.
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\le want to sugpest here that this "special responsibility", by the
very nature of its origin, is shared alike by the peoples of the
world, It extends to the millions upon millions of the peoples

of iurope, Africa, the Americas and Asia who stood together to
defeat fascism, who ceme together to form this Organisation, and
who, by that act, collectively pledged to ensure that the scourge
of the swastika would never again haunt the world,

The world-wide programme of activities to obsorve the International
Year ahainst the inhuman anartheid system should therefore not
overlook the Nazi component of that systen, and should roflect it
essential continuity of the struggle from ﬁitler to Vorster.

These activities and actions should in part be tarpeted on all the
well-known and notorious pillars of supdhort for the apartheid regime
waich are political, cconomic military realtal., . .{ . ocifiend

In tuirn, we thoe pcople of South Africa, under the leadership of
A.N,C,, as the front-line soldicrs, the sseariead of ithe democratic
ond anti--faseist forces, accopt it as an obligatiocn we owoe to
Africa and to all progressive mankind to c¢rush the fascist monster
in our country, to expunpe from the face of the carth this forward
base of Nazism and thus ensure, for all the peonle of South Africa
in the first instance, frecedom, peace and social progress.

During the past 30 years, we hove also seen very rapid advances
in the economic development of the counizy with the anartheid
state intervening, on & wmassive and comoreacnsive scale to build
up the techniecal bose of an incoeasingly industrial econouny,

to concentrate capital into fewer and fower hands, to ensure
huge nrofits for these fow monopolies which today denminate the
important sectors ol the economy. It is no accident that today
the Vorster regime is able to boast about the capacity of the
counlry to produce armamecnts,

™e rocist re:,ime also prides itself on having, one of the most
powerful armies on the Airicsn cnntinentr and for good reason:

For nevarly 20 years the fascists have paid particular atteniion

to twe creation c¢f a force of ajression with an offensive capa-
bility far beyond the bask of suppressing the national liberation
movenent wichin the couniry. Today the world is conironted by

the reality thet the roeist regime has the capacity to produce
nuclear weapons and has acquired the means for taelr delivery.
WVaat is to come has already becn presajsed by -he arrogant invasion
of the Peonle’s Renublic of Anrola and by the so-called cxtension
of the defence border to the equator. 'The criminal scis of armed
af;ression ajainst Lotswana, liozambique and Zawbia are not unrela=
ted to the a pressive policles of the South Ailrica regime.

The path that the aparth:id rejime has traversed over tae last
30 years is in essence no dilfcrent from that pursucd by Nazis
in the veriod up to 1939. It is inevitable that like its
predacessor, vie Souilr African ueiech will scek to impose a world
order characterized by national and colonial ovpression, extreme
exploitation, ravid raocisn .ond fascist repression.



Ve have said before and say aj;2in that by its nature, apartheid,
like Nazism, constituies g threat to peace and international
security. 1The collective experience of the peoples of the
world attests to tho truth of this statement.

Yot there are some lember Stctes of this, of all Grgenisations,
wino today refuse to recognise this reality. In this regard,
higtory is again reveating; itself. Unce more the idestein Powers
are embarked on a policy cf eppeasement for very imuch the same
reasons as taiey pave encoura;ement to Nazi Gemieny, and they
_rng?inely proffer the same arguments to justify this denperous
policy.

Aizain the roason for this is to be found in t..¢ fael that thoe
same .est Suroncen and North American financial and militarzy
interests which financed and armed Nazi Germany still occuny
decisive positions in these countries today. As in the nast,
they are moved by considcrations of carning, sujper yrofiits and
thereiore suport any re;ime that pguarantvecs taem these profits,
without regard to the cost in hwuman privation and suffering.

Fundanentally hostile to thie asniration of the »Heo les to
determine and control their own destiny, the multi~ national
corporations and the military-indus cial complexes as well as
their nolitical represcntatives in the leadin:, Jestern Countries
are infected and pguided by a chronic anti-communism wvihich sees
fundamental democratic advances as a communist thiwrcat to thcir
interests,

The convinued resolve of bthe imnmeriolist nowers to roll back

the advance of denocracy, on tiaeir own or througa thoeir redrosen~
tatives, has been denonstraived by the brutal war of aggression
ajsainst the people of Viet Nam; the bloody suppression of the
puu?la of Chile; the massacro of the Falestinien peonle for
daring to say that Chey also arce entitled to {hweir own country
and theoir own national riphits. .Sven the Italian people are
threatened with reprisals if in the exercise of thioir democratic
ri;; s, in their own country, they oclect represcntatives that

the United Stotes Government mipght not like.,

ilalf = century aro, the forces of reaction desipned a ;;rand
strate,y to surensthen Nawi Germony with a viewv to using her
as their striking force for the imporialist domination of the
world. That policy led to one of the moust barbaric e?isndes
in the history of mankind, the highest price being paid by tho
ordinary working; people of the world who had never sougat war
but ycarned for neace, democracy, a fuller life for themsélves
and cquality amony; the peownles,

The same strateny is being; wursued today with regard to apartheid
South Africa. The same intersts are continuing to strengthen

the Vorster regime and wish to use the South African fascists

ag their striking forece apainst the peoples of the African
continent to stall and reverse our advance towards couplete
political and economic indepondence,
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Already the sterling cfiorts of the Governments of Botswana,
Lesotho, Swaziland and Zambia aid the ieople’s Revublic of Angola
and lozambique ©o imorove the lives of their peoples aave to
take into account the fact that on their borders thers exists

a repine wWiich is hostile to their efforts, a regime which

on a daily basis uses its cconomic, military and political power
to try to transform these countries into appendapes of apartheid
South Atfrica. Recent events prove this, The international
community is confronted with the immediate threat that the
Vorsier regime will sooner or later gamble on its military

mi;ht to mnsure the success of this policy.

The African Nations Congress is convinced that these atiompts
will fail, thanks to the firm patriotic and anti-racist positions
of the Governments and peonles of the indenendent countries of
Souti:rn Africa. Ve are ecually convineced that wve must play a
decisive rcle to juaiantec this victory.

As we have done before, we wish to pledge again that the African
National Con:ress, 1ts military wing, Unlkhonto we Sizwe, its
allies, and our pecodle as a whole will snare neith.r their

lives nor their labour in ¢ e sacrod sitru;sle to rid the world
of the South Africon famnteinhead of racism, fascism ond
international ajsression. o the seme degree, we pledpe our
support for the armed strugprles of the ncople of Namibia 12d

by SUAPG, the Zimbabwe people figating under tho bannor of tho
Patriotic front, and the .alestinian peonle, presently the
victims of brutal Israeli ar;ression. uvur specific special
reshonsivility to the pooples of the world lies in our ensuring
that our country is removed from the coterie of areas which
constitute a tureat to international weace and sceurity. Ve,
toretheor with the Govermments md the peonles of Soutuern Africa
must ensure that fascism is denied the repional basc which would
improve its possibility to ael out its role to its ultimate
limits as the cneiny of mankind,

lle arc thercfor the front-iine iroons of a world-wide army which,
victorious in 1945, is still confronted with the res»nonsibility

of ensuring thuot the peaceable purpos: s of that victory are not
cormpronised or domied by permitting the forces of international
reaction in South Africa or any other part of the world to regroun
and prepase themsclves for thelr lonper-term objectives.

Me international campaign of solidarity with our fighting
people, and oll the peoples of Southern Africa nust thereiore
be seen in th: wider and more fundamental context of building
a vorld in waich democracy, social nrogress and peacc are
assurntd,

The United Nations Urianisation is seized of such fundamental
questions as the cvolution of a neu inteinational economic order,
the abolition of hunper, diseas: and ignorance throughout the
world, world disarnmament and the creation of other conditions
to ensure a just .nd permanent world peace. Despite the gipantic
and difficult nroblem that faces them, our people mre also
concerned to sec a quick and apwropriate solution of these
problems.



It is a matter of i reat strength to us that the peoples of Africa,
united in the OAU stand with us in our struggle to’destroy the
apartheid rogime, and liberate our country.

The Socialist couniries ere ever a bed-rock which assurds us
tae material and political supvort to counter the preponderant
assistance which the powerful econonmic, military and political
establishment of tho leading imperialist countries accordsto
fascism in South Africa,

iver increasing; numbers of peoples und Governments in Asia,
Tatin America and sestern Lurope are also joinins hands with

us in the strugile., Ve must again pay tribute ot the Nordic
couniries, /lolland and Caneda for the more responsive positions
ther are taking to our demand for concrete action to isolate
the Vorster regime,

Much has becn done throughoul the world by voluntary anti-apartheid
grouys, by denocratic political partizss and the inturnacional
trade union movement, and by the United Nations itself to advance
our conmon causc. Without the supnort of these foreces our
strugsle would not have reached the level that it has today.

Yet, in spite of t:e hoeroic s.crificvs of our pcople, in spite

of the actions of the rest of mankind in suwport of our struggle,
the reality is thot the Vorstoer repime remains uncowed. This

as you know and as we have said is thanks to the support which
that repinme gets from the dowinant forees in the iuwperialist
countries which, even in th:ir own countries, are continuvally
lookin;;, for ways to circumscribe the dewocratic woice of the
peonley, which are increcasingly ploying un tihwe politics of racism
andwhich are contituing to usc their intellipence s:rvices as

an instrument of terror ajainst thoir own people.

In this hostoric International Year apgainst Apartheid a specific
responsibility therefore r»ests with the democratic peodles of

the world to compol the Governments of the leading West iurcpean
and North American countries to imnlement the programme of action
adopted by the United Nations, to impose comprchensive ecconomic
sanctions against the Vorster regime, to ensure tiae stiriet
observance of the mandatory arms embarpo covering hoth spare

arts and nuclear encrgy, and jenerally to ensure the total
isolation of the aparicheid reginme,

ﬂentrallg there is the task of supnorting, nolitically and
materially, the armed strugpgle and the entire liberation forces
led by the Africen National Conzress,

1 i Jl.dl{
/e make this aéﬁgﬁaal to the world community throuph the United
Nations Urpanisa.ion in the convietion that the whole of this
humenity has beon alerted to the international danger wosed
by the continuat . on of fadcist white minority rule in South
Africa. ile make the apneal to tiose with whom we are united
in a common s.rug{le, those who [fenuinely value thoir own
liberty, and who realize that the nersistence of the apartheid-
culﬂniaiiﬂt gysten in Namibhia, Zimbabwe and particularly, in
South Africda, is a fundomental condition, for the disruption of
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world peace on a scale unpreccedented in the history of human
conflict.

But we cmphasize that however forbidding the sacrifice we in
South Africa have ¢« make as the price of victory, it is all
dwarfed by the preatness, the supreme nobility ana above all

the abeolute justice of the cause for which we fight. Inaviéahly,
therefore, we shall winj Afridéa will be totally liberated; a

new and truly democratic world order will ve born, and, as the
MIC delcares in its freedom Charter, there will noace and friend-
E:';i"g .
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