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1. The RSA's initiz2l involverment in Angola came about because !
Southern Ansola was thrusted into a bloody siruzszle and misery
directly by the Tortuzese Governrnant's deoision resarding the
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eventual trensition of Government., The chaos and confused con- '
ditions which reigned there made it péssible for SVATO terrorists

to freely cross the border, to commit deeis of murder and robbery

in Ovambo =2nd to disappear aszin into the chaotic conditions in
Southern Anrols, The robbery and murder expeditions further
threatened the construetion and sufety of workers at the important

Yydro-electric schemes at Ruceans and Calnzque.

2, The SA Defence Torce moved in to protsct these two schenes :
after the Portusese Government failsd to tzke the necessary JTre- _;
c=utions to ensure the salety of the wor:zrs nt the two schenes. |
Tn this netion re=ceful contact wos mnde vith reprecentatives of
mita/TTLA and TTIA,

3, At times it was necessuory for the 3477 to cross the border to
follow S7ATPO's in hot pursuit operations %o brin~t them to jusiice

for their cowardly deeds of aggression aczinst Ovambo, TFrom these
expeditions it became obvious that an ar::d struzcle between the
three fn;olzn factions was develorping.

4. Thousands of refupgees started crossin- the border. Apart
from confirminr the power strvuggle, they =lso mentioned the pre-
sence of Cubans supporting the IFILA,

5. In a hot pursuit operation the Nefence Torce care acrosec
"uban amminition and weapon dumps which rlaced the security sitnation
tnwola and the wnter scheme2s in a completsly different licnt.

ot

£, Teznwhile Tnitz and PNLA eppealed to the SATT for supror
azainst cormmunist infiltration in Ancolz, The communists ware

a2t that store occupying the traditional zr2z in Soutrern An-cla,
Ty Savimbi hed full confidence theot if hs could maintzin
anthority in his trazdition=1 arez the 77T L would hnve arre2d to
a pezcefnll chanrse of governrznt in whic* all
wonl? heave been represented. This was wint he fevourel zll rlor -



rather than to involve his country in a bloody stirug-le

which eomld not only hove cost innoecent lives of his people

but also czused the destrvetion of his country's infr-structure,
“or this reason it wos deecided to give help =2nd suppert on only
z lirmited senle. .

7. Tt wes plerned that the re-conguering of the whole area
by the THIT!/7NTA forcss would take place in fuses:

fa

. 3By re-conguerinz znd holdins Southern ‘nrola,

b. To re-congqusr the horbour cities of Bensguela and Tobito
and thereby ensuring and holdings the shele PNIA/TNITA
sphere of influence. The 3! “rmy sent an officer to
SIL7Y TORTO on 24 Septenber 197% to help plan an oper:-
tion to stop the WITA m~orch to NOV. TISBO., This of-
ficer wos to advise UFNITA on treiring ond the re-orsuni-
g~tion to hold NOVA TISBCA ot nll costs. £ tean of

eighteen instructors with three anti-tunlkwespons and a

few machine suns joined the liaison officer, On 6
Oetober 1975 the operation woe comrleted. A conmpany-
str=ngth TNIT. force, accompanied by South Africon ﬁd—
Visors and instructors,who menned the Anti-tznk weurpons

and merchine runs clashed on thot day with an 'PLA/Cubarn
forece at NOPTNIT DT I7'TOS holf-way between Lobito nnd
"ova Tisboa. Mr Savimbi wrs in tre viecinity. “ive

armonr=d cars and mortars svupported the I'TLA/TTBAI fores.
The TTTA narch was holted, one srmoured ¢ar destroyed
=nd more than 100 of the enemry killed, The WFLA m-reh
from Renruela also came %o 2 h 1t and the South African
advisors organised the TMITA forces into defernsive josi-
tions Tent and North of TTOVA TISEON, It now beernrz ob-
vions thet the strugrle, with strong Cubon support bazzn
to teke on a conventionrl colour =ni as a result a
souadron of armoured cars with crews were sent during
riddle Cetober 1975 to STIILVA FORTO, where it joined trs
South African trained TNITA forrces to form th:z 7
combat rroup (Yore zbout this l:uter).

Lyl

oxbat

P, The re-capture of South ’'nreln. 7Tith the TTLL attack on

Yova Tisboz= averted for th=2 time beinr, attention was now
turn=d to the re-capture of South An~olz., On 11 Cectober 1°%73,



a =zenior Sonth African Army officer becane advisor to a
1ishtly armed PHTA/UNITA foree df about 1 000 men with
veretable vehicles and removal vehicles as their form of
transrort. Six South Africzan officers ond seven non-com-
missionad officers accompanied him and the Sulu battle
group camz into beinsg, with the tesk of re-capturing as
many towns in South Ancola z2s possible. The force began
to move on 14 Nctober 1975 and subsequently achieved the
followine results:

a. 19 Oct 1975: After Zulu hod moved from Serpa Finto

\I

vin Artur da Paiva to Fereirn d'Zca, the southern
district caprital was re-coptured with littls resis-
t

s
“nra2 ond loeal acdminicstration restored,

b, 20 Cet 1975: Roczdas w.s re-captured ani a couple of

arnoured cars as well as mortanr det-chmznts joined Zulu.

c. 22 Oct 1975: dJoao de Almeids, &n important communicsa-

tions centre and the IPLA headguortars, wogs re-coptured
nfter a {isrce battle,

d, 24 Oct 1975: Sz 'da Bondeira, capital of the district
and an important popul=tion centre, where the "TL:

had at its disposal a stronz force z2nd heavy we:sjpons,
wns re-coptured, and the TRTITA/?NTA administration set
up again. Yet more armoured cars -nd 8l-mm mortsrs
strengthened Zulu here,

e. 28 Oct 1975: locamedes, a port and a capital of the

district, wss recaptured and a lorre gquatity of or-

dnance carried off z=fter fierce resistance. ®NLAL/TITL
administration wos again restored. Zulu then rmoved

back to ©z' da Bandeirs, where it w~s joined by rore trai-
ned TNLA troops. At Sa' da Bandeira, re-orgznicsation

took plzce znd prepocretions for an sttack on Benru2ls,
capital ol the distriet =znd popul-tion centre, ond a town
which, according to information, wres strongly delended

by Cubzan and MPLA forces.

¢, The re-cﬁpture of Zengueln and Lobito. 7ith South '‘n-olz

e - t

re-captured and the towns znd cities in the hands of FIIL' /77172



retaining foreces, %ulu moved to Benguela and established its
endquarters at Catenque, on 31 Cctober 1975. Trom here, a cleaning
wp operction to the east wns first undiertniken, cnd a strong
I'FLA-Cuban Torce, which had resumed its advance to Fova Lisboa
where the Toxbat battle group wes defending the ecity, was hard
pressed and erused. The road to Benguels wns now open and yet
another threat to Nova Tisboa werded off. The re-cepture of Ben-
suela and lobito toot place as Tollows:*

2z, 4 Tov 1¢7%: Zulu, with strength of about 500 FHLL/UNITA

regulting from the retaining elements which were left be-

hind in 211 bog cities, re-captured the Bengueln aercdrome
without meeting much resistance. On the road to Renmiela,
many si-ns of Tuban presence on a lnrge-scale snd also of

Tfaban cow: rﬁ1ce, were Ghservaﬂ. “ell prepared, but deser-

ted defensive positions were found South of Bengmuela, while
heety Cubons had even left secret docunments behind, &

l=rge T"F1LA trzining ecorp, where Cubnan instructors had trai-
ned UTLA, was summarily deserted and in their heoste the

™ibans hed even left lerrse qroantitiess of weripons, ormmuni-
tien, petrol ond food. 7ulu m-ie rmood use of the above,

b, 5 Mov 1975: After Zulu hzd been cornered for the whole
of the previous day by heavy rortar a2nd 172-mm rocket

lzunchers, fired from Eenguela, 7mlv succeeded in deter-
minines the positions of these weapons which hrd, in the
nesntime, moved outside the city. %ulu then bombarded them
with mortars. The Cubans, togzether with their wesapons, did
not wait mueh longer, but immediately retrested, zfter
wnich Zulu occupied the eity. The First wounded Cubans was
captured in Benzuela, the adminietration znd services were

estored and mediecal trectment administered by two South
‘friecan doectors who had accompanied Zulu. Yeny of the
wounded were teenage children, whom the Fleeins I'TLA and
Mibens had hurriedly supplied with arme., After its ex-
perience of the 122-mm rocket launchers which h~4 far
exceeded "ulu's mortars in effective ron e, Zulv requested
artillery suprort from the RSA., Tour 88-mm Guns and person-
nel trerefore also joinsd Zulu after 11 Tovember 1975,

e. 7 Tov 1975: 7ulu continued its advonce to Tobito and took

the city without any resistznce. 2ulu then renmzained



in Tobito until 11 Fovember 1975, ir anticipation of
rossible orders to the South Africans to retrest, Battle
rroup “oxbat joired Zulu in Tobito, but deported when it
btecome obvicous thot its support wns not needed.  The third
phase wns thus sueecessfully brovrht to a close. However

no positive situztion wis in sight 2and “nlu was commanded to
continue its =dvsnce to Tovo Redondo, the northern border of
the "HTA/TMITA area of influence,

d., 12 Nov 1975: :fter Zulu had continued its =dvance, it
clashed with WPILA Cuban Forces just south of Novo Tedondo.

The 'TTA/Cuban Torces were in well prepared defensive posi-
tionse., “ulu suffered losses 2nd the first South Afriean
merber of the forece was killed. %ulu's newly ameguired artil-
lery came into action at once ond the enemy fled. Tovo Re-
dondo was re-captured on 13 November 1975, 7ulu hnlted, took
up defensive positions cnd a lorge szetion of Zulu 1:ft to
join tve Toxbat battle grovp which was, at thot stare ex-
perienecing fierce resistance in the S=anta Conbn orez,

e, Surmary of Zulu's results, 7Zulu's results sype:k for thern- .

selves. A total distance of 3 150 km wns covered in 30 days
(ineluding rest). 21 l'inor clashes or arbushes, 1f gquick =t-
tacks ani 14 deliberate attacks =gninst well prepeored defen-
sive positions took place during this time, 210 VPIA were
killed, 96 wounded aznd 56 captured, while 4 7NTA nnd 1 South
Africen Soldier died and 21 THTA and 20 South Africans were
wounded,

10, Operntions in Central Angola. Back to battle grovp Toxbat,
tt Silva Torto, on 2% October 1975, on VTLA-Cuban Jorce, supported

by armoured core, ~tlempted to advence from Tondo te Nuvs Tisbon
iteelf, alter their fzilure, on the western =spprozereos to lNova
Tisbon, The foree tock Tuibolza =nd then Santa TNorbaz, ova Lisbos
wis threctened szzzin, At the some time, the UPLA-Tub-sn forces on the
west:rn aprroaches begen to stir., Toxbat's moment had come, On 26
Cctober 1¢75, Foxbat, comprisinz a South African-trcined batallion,
South African zdvisors and an zrroured car squadron roved from Silva
Forto to Teixeiras da Sousca. From here a Foxbat element wes sent To
S=nta Tomba Cela arez 1o scheck the "ILA advance, a&nd killed & Tu-
ban “enerel while the main force moved Testwords and subsequently on:



a, 27 Oct 1975: Caraculo was re-captured after slight

resistance.

b, 1 llov 1975: Together with Zulu, Toxbat crushed the NPLA-
Cuban Forces at Cubol,

¢, 3 Fov 1975: After fisrce resistance, Norton de M"atos was

re-captured., Sfoxbat roved further west from 6 November
employed east of Tobito, to cut off the I'PLA-Cuban retreat
before Zulu,

d. 9 Jlov 1975: Toved to Tels, where thz mrin force of Toxbat

joined a "™ITA element which hai bzen placed there, =ni
whieck h-d already taken Cels snnd SANTA COTTBA, On 11 Fovem-
bar 1975, Toxbat made contanet with the enery Forth of S:11TA
~0TBA, The enemy withdrew nnd the first real destruection
by the enemy waes carried out durin- the retreat,

11. RS! involveriant with *NLA in Yorth ‘nrola. The %54 also =zcted

in an sdvisory capacity at Holden FHoberto's headguarters at Anbriz,
horth of Imanda. This advice was Thot Roberto mast, ~t 11 costs,
retain his Territory and not launch ~n offencsive,. It w2 hoped that
the FILA would, in this way, be occupying the whole of its area of
influence in North Angola at the time of independence, This ndvice
was, however, thrown to the winds and on 6 Fovember 1975, the SATF
sent a senior officer as an observer to Roberto's headquarters. This
officer wns, at the time of the TNILA attack on the "FPLA-Cuban defen-
sive positions, just north of Tmanda. As a result of the [act that
no South African instructors had accompenied this FPNLA force, the
attack by an FNLA battalion, supported by a number of armaured cars
manned by Tortugese, and zrtillery, was a total disaster. The
attack was badly planned and co-ordinstion between suppﬂrtin; fire
and troops was extremely poor, with Adisastrous resuvlts. Againss

thz ndvire of South Afriecs, Roberto g=mbled away his foreces on
carel:ss ~ttacks, instead ol vsing them for the retention of his
troditional ere: of influence. The results for FIITA wers dis-sirous.

172. The situntion on 11 Moverber 197%. On 11 Novenber 1975, the al-
lies HeTﬂ the raneral 1ine north Trom Tobito to S~nta Comba ani from

there er ~rds to Tuso., As was the epase with Toxbat was able tn
move north ~ris with the grentest of eesse, =#nd clean up and retain
the terrifory up teo the Cuaznze River. The geozrarhieczl borders of
the REA's involverent, as well as the possibility of RSA withdr-w-1
by 11 November 1975, however, prevented it, After mediztion by ro-
betweens, the REA forces, which cooprised at that st--e sbout 30C
advisors/instrvetors and perscnnel ns well zs n limited number of

armoiured enres, moriars snd anti-tank wespons, rernsinsd in anticipa-
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tion of . a rolitienl solution which wns the prospect held out by
the medjators.

INVOLV™MTFT A7T5R 11 NOVEVBIR 1075,

13. After iniependehce, Cuban foreces and an unlimited number of
Russien armaments streamad into Anrsola and completely took over
the military funection from "FlA. Foxba#, strengthened by 7Zulu,

had to contend with heavy 122rm fire on 13 NWovember 1975, after
which this battle group also requested zrtillery from the RSA,
""Thile the build-up of Cuban forces took place m~inly in the Qui-
bala area, the South Africsn supported TNITA and FI'LA concentra-
ted on the retention of their traditional =aress of influence. Ac-
tion in which thesce forces was concerned took plaee mainly in
no-man's land between Miibala and Santa Comba. The need of hold
the territory resulted in an escrlstion of South African involve-
ment and tre erention of additionzl battle groups to sveh an extent
thet the South African involvement just before withdr-wsl stood

at just unier 2 000 men (lozgistiec element ineluded)., ts a counter-
move to the “ubmn build-up and especislly to the 172mm rocket
leunechers, 140 mm zuns were brought into the struscsle. This eaused
chaos #ron~ the "aban ranks, The following events “rs exceptionsl:

BETDGT 14

a. To deny the Cuban forces access to the anti-communist line
of defence, the Zettle of Bridge 14 took place on 9 Decenm-
ber 1975 in the Catofe #rea., During this battle, the bat-
tle ~roup Foxbat denlt the Tub-ns a shotterin-s Llow. Tox-
bot comprised 3 FITA/TINITA companies, a conpzny of South
Ltfriean infantery and an armoured car squadron, supported
by & - 140 mm and 4 - 88rm guns, 2 platoon of mortars znd an
enginecr-element, all South Africocns. The Culirn<!"PLL Torce
consisted of a battalion of Cubzns, an I'PL: bott-lion and g
mixed supporting battalion with 122 mm rocket launchers,
artillery and mortar suapport. The battle ro-ed Crom 29 Jecem-
ber 1975 to 12 Mecember 1977 and yielded the following re-
sulta:

i, 200 Tub-ns dezd.
ii, 200 I'TIA Fezd,

iii, 1N x 76 rm Gunes seized



iv, 22 x 12?7 mm mortars seized.
ve 4 x 127 mm rockat launchers destroyed.
vi, 1 x 122 mm rocket launchers seized,

vii. Tour South Afrie-n dead.

b. Oeceuration of the Galnzar Bridge., A newly aprointed battle
group, known 2s Orange, cornprisih~z a TINITA battalion, =an

armoured car squadron, a company of South Afriecan infantery
ard artillery occupizd the Salszer Bridsgse over the Tuanca
Fiver, north of “Tussende, the Northern border of the "NITA
arew, on 12 DNecember 1975,

e, Horassines Attacks south-egsst of Ouibalz, In order to harass
the Cuban forces at Quvibala and to retzin a TTITA stron-~hold

at Cariango, the bettle group Orange car-2 to blows with Tmban
forees &t "vibals on 15 December 1975, Tnesy concern at this
harassing action is obvious from the fact th: Zubans used j=t
aircraft and tanks, of which one was put out of =zction.

d. Capture of Tuso. At the special request of or Scvirbi, who ~en-
ted to ensure the safety of the whole Benguela rzailway line for
a Free Angola, a battle group, nered T-ray, constituted the
same woy s Orange, lavnched the Battle of Tuso, from 8 Decern-
ber 1975 to 11 December 1975, and took the city. Approxinma-
tely 250 I'PLA were killed here and an zpprecicbls amount of
equipment, including heavy wezpons, was seized, After this,
the battle group divided up into three battle terns which:

i. On 20 December 1975 clezned up eastwerds to Iamsge and
there co~e across the grest railway brid-e, zlready
desiroyaei,

ii. OCn 14 DNecember 1975 cleaned up eastwsords to Fucaco ani
seized the bridze across the Imchia River,

iii., On 19 December 1975 cleaned up southwards to Lentembo,

14, The above were a few examples of the ag:ressive way in which
the anti-communist forces maintained a 200 ¥m defensive front, in
enticipntion of &n OAYT — inspired politiezl soluticn, But with
the inability of the OAU an accomplished fact, the 352 foreces,
excert for a limited number of protective forces ir South Anrols,



had to withdraw by 22 Januzry 1976,

15, The allied FNIA/UNITA forces supported by South African
forces could hzve conguered the whole of Angola, but Dr Sa-
vimbi insisted that he was only interested in controlling his
traditional area because he w-s deterrincd to reach a settle-
ment with the I'PLA to the adventage of Angola,

Defence Headquarters,
Fretoria

3 Tebruary 1977
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FOLLOWING 1S TEXT. OF STﬂTCﬂENT | SSUED BY CHAIRMAN OF APARTHEID
COMMITTEE ON 24 FEBRUARY 1977 AND NOW RELEASED AS C.P. |
DOCUMENT GA/AP/631:

'PMY ATTENTION HAS BEEN DRAWN TO Q'HIGHL? BOASTFUL ACCOUNT,
RELEASED BY THE SQUTH A%RECAN DEFENCE HEADQUARTERS QN

3 FEBRUARY 1977, OF SQUTH AFRICA*S CRIMINAL ADVEWNTURE IN ANGOLA
IN 1975-1976.

|77 THE_APARTHEID REGIME HAS NOW PUBLICLY CONFESSED THAT AFTER A

SERIES OF INCURSIONS INTO SOUTHERN ANGOLA, IT HAD SENT AN OFFICER

TC THE NATIONAL UNION FOR THE TOTAL INDEPENDIENCE COF ANGOLA

(UNITA) HEADQUARTERS, AS EARLY AS 24 SEPTEMEBER 1975,

OPERATION. AGAINST. THE PEOPLE’S MOVEMENT FOR THE LIBERATION OF

ANGOLA (MPLA). EIGHTEEN INSTRUCTORS AND MILITARY EQUIPMENT WERE

SENT_ SGGM AFTER AND THE SOUTH AFRICANS ACCOMPANIED UNITA FORCES
JEEN LOBITO AND NOVA LI1SBOA. '

FI"!I

IN CLASHES WITH MPLA FORCES BE

IN MID=-CCTOBER , A SQUADRON OF -ARMOQURED CARS ARD CRcWS WERE




SENT TO SILVA PORTO AND FORMED A SPECIAL COMBAT GROUP. THIS

.

GROUP PARTICIPATED IN ATTACKS ON PEREIRA D’ECA, ROCADCS, \

JOAD DE ALMEIDA, SA DA BANDEIRA AND MOCAMEDES EBETWEEN 1D

AND 28 OCTOBER. THEY THEN ADVANCED TO BEMGUELA AND ;QE&TG.

IT WAS ONLY ON & NOVEMBER THAT THEY OBSERVED SIGNS OF ANY

PRESENCE OF CUBAN PERSONNEL, NAMELY [NSTRUCTORS AT AN MPLA

TRAINING CAMP NEAR BENGUELA. "

' *SOUTH AFRICA ALSO SENT A SENIOR OFFICER TO THE HEADQUARTERS

OF MR HOLDEN ROBERTO, THE NATIONAL FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION OF -
ANGOLA (FNLA) LE&DEi:] |

i

»#| MAY RECALL THAT THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE AGAINST APARTHEID

CONSTANTLY DENOQUNCED THE AGGRESSION BY THE APARTHEID REGIME

AGAINST AHGGLA_FHDM SEPTEMBER 1§TEFHHEN IT_EECAME AWARE OF THE
SOUTH AFRICAN INCURSIONS. AT THAT TIME, A NUMBER OF WESTEZRN
POWERS FEIGNED IGNORANCE OF SOUTH AFRICAN INTERVENTION ANﬁ
SPREAD SOUTH AFRICAN PROPAGANDA OF MASSIVE CUBAN INTERVENTION AS
AN EXCUSE FOR |INACTION, |

*7| HOPE THAT THE RECENT CONFESSIONS BY THE APARTHE!ID REGIME

WILL HELP TO PERSUADE THEM THAT IT IS A CRIMINAL AND AGGRESSIVE
REGIME AND A CONSTANT THREAD TO PEACE. EFFECTIVE ACTION MUST
BE TAKEN, UNDER CHAPTER VI| OF THE CHARTER, TO CURB THIS REGIME



WHICH CONTINUES TO COMMIT ACTS OF AGGRESSION AGAINST ANGOLA AND
OTHER NEIGHEOURING STATES AND HAS DECLARED A VIRTUAL STATE OF WAR
fﬁﬁﬂlTth SOUTH AFRICA ITSELF.?’

SAFDEL



