A BRIEF GENERAL STATEMENT ON THE
POLITICAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA.

The enlarged meeting of the National Executive Committce

of the African National Congress of Scuth Africa held in
Zambia, August 27 - 31, 1971, fully discussed and reviewed
the general political, economic and social situation obtaining
inside South Africa todoy. It also examined the revolu-
tionary potentialities of that explosive situation which is
highlighted by the new and frantic manoeuvres of the racist
South Africen regime, evident in its Bantustan strategy for
Africans, Indians and Coloureds, and in the so-called
outward-looking policy of the Vorster regime. These
manoeuvres are supported by the local South African monopoly-
capitalist cirecles and by mzjor Western imperialist powers
and their lackeys who form the PRO-DIALOGUE lobby. The
strong spirit of unity which the NEC discussions gencrated
among a2ll participants will ennable us more effectively to
mobilise and unify all revolutionary forces within South
Africa on the basis of active roesistance by all forms of
struggle against the colonialist racist systcm commonly
known as apartheid.

The two aspects of this overall apartheid strategy are
manifested by the confusion generated in the Bantustan debate
and the talk concerning dialogue as a new tanetic for
liberation in South Africa. Internally the Bantustan policy
is prescnted by the Vorster regime as a basis of independence
for the Black people; externally the dialogue stratagem is
relied upon by the entire white ruling class to divide the
0.A.U. and thus wezken and divert the revolutionary opposition
of Africa to apartheid. In the final analysis, this
two-pronged apartheid offensive is aimed in the first place

at ensuring the perpetual cnslavement of the African people,
and finally at enabling the white ruling class in South Africa
and its imperiszlist allies to dominate and exploit the rest

of the African continent.

A mew situation has thus arisen for the African continent

and the anti-imperialist world in which the South African
system, guided by internal and external imperialist forces,
will become the socio-economic and political base around

which reactionary forces throughout Africa will be mobilised.
The military and economic strength of the South African apart-

heid regime is poiseq for this general offensive on the African
revolutionary/. ..



revolutionary process.

With this objective appraisal in mind, the NEC of thc

ANC (S.A.) decided to declarc with renewed vigour that the
fundamental character and essence of the South African system
has not changed. That system ensures national oppression
and exploition. The two pre-dominent contemporary variants
of the system, namely, the Bantustan programme for Africans,
Indians a2nd Coloureds, and the dialogue-oriented outward-
looking policy of the Vorster regime, are aimed sgainst the
entire African continent. They are calculated to stem the
tide of progrcss towards the totzal liberation of the African
people both in South Africa and in thn rest of the continent.

The ANC (S.A.) rejects the apartheid system in all its wvarious
forms, and plecdges to continue along the road of revolutionary
struggle for the total emancipation of all our people.

The delibcrations of the NEC showed that the Vorster regime
is confronted with a growing socio-political erisis in which
the Black people are more and more forging new forms of
recsistance, The Vorster regime is also caught in the
maerlstrom of a world-wide monetary and economic situation

in which inter-imperiglist confliets are growing. The
general cconomic climate in South Africz is so bad that the
white ruling class are compelled to seek a way out of the
economic crisis facing them by drawing in more and more
independent African countries into the South African economic
orbit, so as to stave off the sharp political conflicts
emerging in the country. The dialogue tactic is the main
form of escape from the pangs of the internal socio-economic
and political erisis now challenging the ruling class, who
cannot continue ruling in the old way. Hegce the Bantustan
2»d Dialogue diversions.

The NEC calls for vigilance and sounds a word of warning to
all Africans, free and unfree alike, to beware the South
African imperialist monster that is spreading its tentacles

in the form of a Bantustan and Dialogue strategy to perpetuate
the existing oppressive power-structure in South Africa, and
to extend it in subtle forms over the rest of independent
Africa, For purposes of co-ordinating this imperialist
offensive in Africa a large number of political, economic

and diplomatic platforms are being creatcd to involwve the
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entire African continent in its own re-=enslavement. Hence
the unabated spread of counter-reveolutionary situations in
independent African states, as also the increasingly close
links between South Africa and Israel, South Africa and

West Germany, South Africa and the European Economic
Community, South Africa and the U.S.A., France, Britain,
Italy, Portugal and Japan etc., and sbove all, between South
Africa and some indcpendent Africzn states.

Having thoroughly analyscvd the fundamental wickedness and
anti~human character of the South African spartheid system,
the NEC emphasised, in its response on behalf of all oppressed
and exploited people, that a broad and deeper alliance of the
Black people in South Africa &gainst White domination and for
frecdom must continue to be forged, with the Africans playing
a central role as the meinstay of the revolution, and that
the ANC as the zccepted vanguard of that liberatory
revolutionary process will persistently advocate and engage
in zrmed struggle as the main weapon for bringing about
fundamental social and revolutionary change in South Africa,
side by side with the various legal =2nd illegal forms of
resistance now emergent in the country.

The NEC reiterates the gcneral principle to which we have
remained faithful in the past, and which we again advoeate
for the present and future, namely, that the main content

of our struggle is the. national liberation of the African
majority, the success of which will ensure freedom and
democracy not only for =211 Blacks but for all people in
South Africa. The enforcement of the Bantustan policy has
made the land question a crucial issue in the national
liberatory struggzle. The African people reject the
territorial boundaries fixed by the enemy for the so-called
homelands,and claim the repossession of the whole of South
Africa from their white conquerors. This cannot be achieved
by dialogue,for it is the militarised form of the South
African regime, sometimcs openly expressed in military threats
against Zambia, Tanzania and the 0.A.U., which.pruvid&s the
position of strength from which South Africa continues to
enforce its colonialist racist poliey. We must,therefore,
empiesize that no number of ‘visits to South Africa or visits
by South Africans to independent Africa or abroad will change
the reaectionary essence of the apartheid socio-political and
economic structure. In any case, no dialogue czn have any

meaning if conducted over the heads of the national liberation
: movemnent/. ..
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movement and the people's leaders now suffering persecution
in South African prisons. Nelson Mandela and other
dedicated and accomplished leaders and spokesmen of the
oppressed Black majority remain locked behind cruel prison
bars as Fascist Vorster holds dizlogue banquets with his
newly found supporters.

UNLITY AND UNITED ACTION:

Consistent with the time-~honoured policy of the ANC (S.4.),
we declare our firm belief in the unification of all
revolutionary forces for the seizure of state power in

South Africa. The Bantustan scheme strikes at the wvery
foundations of a united national struggle for the congquest
of power and highlights the urgent and historic need for

all opponents of the South African fascist power-structure -
workers and peasants, the youth and intellectuals, various
social groups and classes, individual revolutionaries
irrespective of their political, economic or social beliefs,
or their religious and professional affiliations, to fight
side by side in a united revolutionary mass struggle for the
liberation of the Black oppressed from white domination and
exploitation. Direct action on 211 fronts, and at all levels,
comprising both legal and illegel forms of resistance, and
aimed against the white power-structure, will serve to
mobilise the masses and gelvanise them into a force no
fascist military might can contain. Such action raised to
the level of armed confrontation is the best znswer to the
perpctual enslavemcnt of our pcople.

True and mcaningful unity must therefore grow out of the
field of action inside South Africa as part of the revolu-
tionary process, and find expression in organisational forms
dictated by the stroategic and tactical needs of the mass
struggle.

The NEC fully supports the clarion call by the OAU fnrﬁinited
Africa and a united national liberation movement. We rcpeat
this call to all South African revolutionaries,but we warn
egainst the opportunistic creation, outside South Africa,

of formations deveid of substance and intended merely to
serve either the purposes of convenience for the supporters
of our cause, or, worse still, the interests of favourable

publicity.
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Furthermore, the NEC extends and will continue to extend

2 hand of comradeship in battle and fraternal amity to all
other revolutionary fighting forces outside South Africa -
to independent Africa; to our comrades-in-arms in the
unliberated territories of Africa; to the Palestinian
people struggling against Zionism and U.S. imperialist
forces in the Arab world; to our brothers of the Black
Power movement in the U.35.A., and the to the great and
heroic people of Vietnam and Indo-China.

We greet all revolutionaries throughout the world and pledge

that, as our struggle is an integral part of the worldwide
anti-imperialist, anti-colonialist and anti-neocolonialist

strugzle for frecdom, independence, human dignity, peace and

gsocial progress, we shall continue to hold high the banner
of revolution in our own country.

This is the general spirit that characterised the highly

successful deliberations of the Enlarged NEC meeting on many
questions of strategy and tactiecs in the revolution in South

Africa; on unity and united action in that revolutionary
process.

ISSUED BY THE NEC OF THE ANC (S.A.),

LUSAKA.

September 3, 1971.
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