MES EVELYN BRoko in front of the shanty which she
* and her husband, Mr Danisl Boko, have occupied in &

squatter settlement near Bushmans River village since

“he beginsing of the year. Finding water and firewscd
is her biggost problens
:. e :,..ll.. :
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ME MAGNUN van Hensburg, foreground, one of four

oloursd wnsafruct holders of & farm oear Bushmans

River village, confirms that he has allowed more than
20 familles to squat on his waterless ground,
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THE dam on & farm near Bushmans REiver village which
wia emptied by squatiers In three weeks becabse of &
witer shortage, Pletures by Colin Urquhart.

Squatters at Bushmans
River big headache

By JOHAN
SWANEPOEL
Herald Municipal
Eeporter
A MUSHEOOM squat-
ters" settlement on the
fringe of Bushmans
River village, near
Alexandria, has resi-
dents and farmers up
in arms, and the
anthorities (i
All srant them resetiled,
but the problem s whers,
Some of them came from
nearby farmas, others set-
tled there after complet-
ing contraet work in
citles,

The sguattera LHwe on
of the BB0 hectars
farm Kiipfontein held in
trust for four coloured
men who have lifclong use
of i, It is an undivided
property., but each man
hns contral of about 205
hectares.

The usufruct was left to
them in terma of the wdill
of their grandparents, Mr
and Mrs D. J. van Fens-
burg, which determines
that usufruct goes to the
eldest sons of the offaprs
ing of their four sona The
pregent  holders are M
Magnus van Rensburg, Mr

Hang Van . Mr
M. T. Fischat and Mr Jack
Jacoha. Teamn thelr

ground toe melghbouring
white farmers.

. Increased

The sguatter  problem
increased mope than ten-
fold last year after one of
the farmers, Mr I¥. J. Bes=
singer, who leased ground
fromm M

The court found that
they were not trespassing
because they had Mr Van
Remnshurg's permission o
live om the property.

A mareey  last moath
ghowed that the squatbers
had increased to  ore
than 240 famillss nuarmber-
1 0y
peoTile.

‘Thers s oo walter on lt-'rr;h;
property. Farm dams
stock watering  troughs
ara rakded to supply their
meeds Sanitatiocn for some
poneistas of primitive pit
Intrines, Firewood i=
ohtained by  stripping
coastal forest ressrve,

Although the people
livime on the property
would not say how much
it coat them to do a0, Mr
Moses Kanl, of Henton -
on - Saa, sald 1t coxt him
BE10 and a battle of wine
to wet a place for his som
and hiz family-on Mr Van
Remsburg's ground.

This was denled By Mr
Wan Rensburg, who sald
he let the people stay om
his, property “out of the
goodness of my heart™.

He ngresd that Cthers
was a water problem, but
aaid that Mr Bessinger
helped the people by
allvwing them to get
water from & watering
trough.

Dam

An indignant Mr Bes-
singer said there was Do
such  arrangement. 11
thegeﬂ. m“r_; w:.tﬂdn:q my
pra ¥, they ares doing &o
withoat permission*

His property borders
the farm. but is about two
kilometres from the
nearest shanties. The only
other water s on the part
controlled by Mr Hans van
Renshurg, which s leased
to Mr J. Potgleter. Ha

has Built two dams o
water his stock.

Mr FPotgieter sald one
dam was em within
thres weeks
ning of the year by sguat-
ters. The water was not
fit for humans, becauss of
contaminatiocn by  tha
cattle,

Whites in the area said
the lnck of proper facill-
tieca crealed a health
hazard and they were sur-
prised that théere had not
yet been an outbreak of
typhold,

Valuable grazing was
being destroyed by the
numercus goats and catile
kept By the sguatters.

Mr Thes Crous has
given up his lease becauss
of the damage to the veld
and Mr Bessinger in conal-
dering doing the same if
the problem 18 ot
resolved aoon.

Damage
W mearby farmer, Mr
Chriz Hattingh. who made
a survey of the situmtion
for the local farmers”
mssociation, sald that at
ope stage the influx was
four bo five families a day.
Many of them came from

neighbouring farma.
When he recriiled
workers Among the squat-

the begin=- -

ters lask wresl, BOME Wire
forfer  emplayess of his,
When the warkers wers
taken back at the end of
each day, each took hack
cans of water, he sakd,

MPC

The MPC for Albany, . .

Mr J. H. van de Vyver,
said he had taken up the
matter with his MP, Mr J
da V. Olckera, to ry to
arrange housing for the
sguatters In the Ciskel,

“Those who came from
farms eould po back If
their former employers
would be prepared to have
them. Inquiries showed
that same mowved to Klip-
fontein in the mistaken
belief that they eould
eatablish priority claims if
an African townshlip was
estabilshed thepe™

He sald negotiations
were taking place with the
four “owners™ of the farm,
and notices had besn
sérved on the squatiors to
find other homes ‘Tha
Alpgandrin Farmers®
Asgociation and the Bush-
mans  River Rate
Assoclation had objected
to the possible establish-
ment of an African town-
ship on coloursd ground.

had alrendy beem

decided to establish &

coloured township on pard
of the farm and an - Afri-
can township neathy could
lead Lo oonflict bacauss
thore was not encugh joba
ta warrant an  African
township. - However, the
local  aunthorities inm the
area  favodred an Africen
townghip to house Lheir
own workers, he =ald.
The sscrotary of the
Ding Divisional Coaneil,
Mr M. W. Anderson, sald
the big problem to ba
aolved -im  planning a
coloured toesmship was A
witter supply. Negotin-
tions to obtain ground for
the township were In pro-

Eress,

The Chief Director of
the Cops Midlands Bantu
Affairs Administration
Board, Mr Louis Koch, aaid
Because of the objections,
the Deputy Wirkster of
FPlaral Affairs and Deve-
lapment, Dr W. L. Vasloo,
recently visited the area

. and ngreed to reconsider a

decigiornn . Lo eatablish an
African township.-on the
farm. ‘The lck of water
woidd make it difficult o
have two towsmships,

A survey had been mada
as a first step to resetils
the squatters and it would
help considerably if far-
mera could absorb some of
them, he said
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