The striking workers
of the 1973 strikes
were not organised
into a union - they
came together out
of a common need
for a living wage.
The battle cry of the

workers was "ASiYi -
emsebenzini,
sifuna imali
yethu!"

After the strikes,
thousands of
workers joined up.
One of the unions
formed was\/J-\""IVH
Its Transvaal branch
was established in g
1975. MIAWU was ag
founder member of
the Trade Union
Advisory Council
formed in
1974 and of the
Federation of South
African Trade Unions
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it only organised coloured
and Indian workers. Shop
floor organisation was not
strong. Workplaces were

- small and difficult to-
mobilise. The union
negotiated a closed shop and
used the Industrial Council to
negotiate a better deal for its
members.
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the IMF. Its heart of
organisation was always the
motor assembly factories in
Port Elizabeth, but branches
were soon established in
Durban and East London.

After the 1973 strikes it set
up a parallel union for
African members and

'spread.to.Pretoria. Although..

the union had to be separate
because of the law, all
meetings from the shop floor
to the executive were held
jointly.

Once it had got out of

B[O Y.N, talks between the
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again. Their affiliation to the
brought

them closer together until
they merged in 1980 to form
NAAWLU.

The Western Province
Motor Assemblers
RO (WPMAWU)
was formed in 1961
by workers at Austen
Motors and Chrysler.
It affiliated to [ {17\
and until 1972 -
operated like any .
TUCSA [T W T [
Natie Gantana, one
of NUMSA's oldest
members remembers:

It took a small
group of members
from the late 1960s
fo 1972 to persuvade
-members that the -
only way to get a
“real" union was to
get rid of the
executive.
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