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ORKING IN
THE MINES

[\ I ineworkers made possible South
Africa’s industrial revolution. Coal
was needed for the development of
railways. Diamonds and
gold were in demand
abroad and sold at great
profit. Large, busy towns
like Kimberley, Newcastle
and Johannesburg sprang
up around the mines.
These mines needed the
labour of hundreds of
thousands of workers from
all over southern Africa.
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Mine owners indentured 80 000 Chinese
labourers to work in the gold mines of the
Witwatersrand together with thousands of
skilled ‘_rp'iners frgmrBritain and other countries.
peaorkers Were racially divided. Blacks were g%
et'to train as artisans. Theywerg iy
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