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A Message to the
People of South Africa

AUTHORISED SUMMARY

In the name of Jesus Christ.

* . _ :
We are under an obligation to confess anew our commitment to
the universal faith of Christians, the eternal Gospel of salvation
and security in Christ alone.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the good news that in Christ
God has broken down the walls of division betwe:n God and
man, and between man and man.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ declares that Christ is the truth
who sets men free from all false hopes of freedom and security.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ declares that God has shown
himself as the conqueror.of all the forces that threaten to sep-
arate and isolate and destroy us. -

The Gospel of Jesus Christ declares that God is reconciling
us to himself and to each other; and that therefore such barriers
as race and nationality have no rightful place in the inclusive
brotherhood of Christian disciples. - |

The Gospel of Jesus Christ declares-that God is the master
of this world, and that it is to him alone that we owe our
primary commitment. | - . | |

The Gospel of Jesus Christ declares that the Kingdom of
" God is already present in Christ, demanding our obedience and
our faith now. - - I R '

This Gospel of Jesus Christ offers hope and security for the
whole life of man, not just in man’s spiritual. and ecclesiastic
relationships, but for human existence in-its entirety. Conse-
quently, we are called to witness to the meaning of the Gospel

in the particular circumstances of time and place in which we

find ourselves. In South Africa, at this time, we find ourselves in

a situation where a policy_of racial separation is being deliber--

ately effected with increasing rigidity. The doctrine of racial
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separation is being seen by many not merely as a temporary
political policy but as a necessary and permanent expression of
the will of God, and as the genuine form of Christian obedience
for this country. It is holding out to men a security built not on
Christ but on the theory of separation and the preservations of
racial identity; it is presenting the separate development of our
race-groups as the way for the people of South Africa to save
themselves. And this claim is being made to us in the name of
Christianity.

"We believe that this doctrine of separation is a false faith,
a novel gospel; it inevitably is in conflict with the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, which offers salvation, both individual and social,
through faith in Christ alone. It is keeping people away from
the real knowledge of Christ; therefore it is the Church’s duty
to enable our people to d:stmgmsh between the demands of the
South African state and the demands of Christian discipleship.

The Christian Gospel requires us to assert the truth pro-
claimed by the first Christians, who discovered that God was
creating a new community in which differences of race, language,
nation, culture, and. tradition no longer had power to separate
man from man. The most important features of a man are not
the details of his racial group, but the nature which he has in
commoa with all men and also the gifts and abilities which are
given to him as a unique mdmdual by the grace of God; to
ins'st that racial characteristics are more. important than theqe
iIs to reject what is most significant about our own humanity
as well as the humanity of others.

But, in South Africa, E?Ef}"ﬂnﬂ is expected to believe that a
man’s racial identity is the most important thing about him: only
when it is clearly settled can any significant decisions be made
about him. Those whose racial classification is in doubt are
tragically insecure and helpless. Without racial identity, it seems,
we can do nothing; he who has-it, has life; he who has not
racial identity has not life. This belief in the supreme import-
ance of racial identity amounts to a denial of the central state- -
ments of the Christian Gospel. 'In practice, it severely restricts
the ability of Christian brothers to serve and know each other,
and even to give each other simple hospitality; it limits the
ability of a person- to obey Christ’s command to love his
‘neighbour as himself, Fnr,_ac{:urdmg to the Christian Gospel,
our brothers are not merely the members of our own race- -
group. Our brother is the person- whom God gives to us. To
dissociate from our brother:-on the grounds of natural distinction
1s to despise God’s glft and to rewct Christ.



Where different groups of people are hostile to each other,
this is due to human sin, not to the plan of the Creator.  The
Scriptures do not require such groups to be kept separate from
- each other; on the contrary, the Gospel requires us to believe
in and to act on the reconciliation made for us in Christ. A
policy of separation is a demonstration of unbelief in the power
of the Gospel; any demonstration of the reality of reconciliation
would endanger this policy. Therefore, the advocates of this
policy inevitably find themselves opposed to the Church if it
seeks to live according to the Gospel and to show that God's
grace has overcome our hostilities. A thorough policy of racial

separation must ultimately require that the Church shﬂuld cease
to be the Church. ~

The Gospel of Jesus Christ declares that God is love; sepa-
ration is the opposite force of love. The Christian Gospel
declares that separation is the supreme threat and danger, but
that in Christ it has been overcome; it is in association with
Christ and with each other that we find our true identity. But .
apartheid is a view of life and of man which insists that we find
our identity in dissociation and distinction from each other; it
rejects as undesirable the reconciliation which God is giving to
us by his Son; it reinforces distinctions which the Holy Spirit
is calling the people of God to overcome; it calls good evil. This
policy is, therefore, a form of resistance to the Holy Spirit.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ declares that Christ is our
master, and that to him all authority is given. Christians betray
their calling if they give their highest loyalty, which is due to
Christ alone,” to one group or tradition, especially where that -
group is demanding self-expression at ‘the expense of other
groups. God judges us, not by our loyalty to a sectional group
but by our willingness to be made new in the community of
Christ. Christ 1s inevitably a threat to much that is called ‘the
South African way of life’; many features of our social order will
Fave to pass away if the lordship of Christ is to be truly ack-
nowledged and if the peace of Christ is to be revealed as the
destroyer of our fear. -

And Christ 1s master _:::f the Church also. If the Church fails
to witness to the true Gospel of Jesus Christ it will find itself
witnessing to a false gospel.. If we seek to reconcile Christianity
with the so-called ‘South African way of life’ we shall find
that we have allowed an idol to take the place of Christ. Where
the Church abandons its obedience to Jesus Christ, it ceases to
be the Church; it breaks the links between itself and the King-
dom of God. The task of the Church is to enable people to
see the power of God at work, changing hostility into love of
the brethren, and to express Gnd s reconciliation here and now.
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For we are not required to wait for a distant heaven where all

problems will have been solved. What Christ has done, he has
done alreacly We can accept hi§ work or reject it; we can hide

from it or seek to live by it. But we cannot postpone it, for it
is already achieved; and we Cdﬂm{}t destroy it, for it is the work
of the eternal God. . -

We believe that Christ is Lord, an.d that S:}uth Africa is
part of his world. We believe that his Kingdom and its right-
eousness have power to cast out all that opposes his purposes -
and keeps men in darkness. We believe that the word of God is
not bound, and that it will move with power in these days,
whether men hear or whether they refuse to hear. And so, we

wish to put to every Christian person in the country the question h

which we ourselves face each day; to whom, or to what, are

‘you giving your first loyalty, your primary commitment? Is it to
a subsection of mankind, an ethnic group, a human tradition, a

pnlxtlcal idea: or to Chrlst'? | :

May God enable us to be. falthful to the GDSpel r.:-f ]esus
Christ, and tm be- cmmmltted to Chnst :all:::nnuf:*T

“A Message is the wark of the Theﬂlogrcal Commission of
the South African Council of Churches, and ‘its publication is
authorised by the Council. - The full text is available from the -
S.A. Council of Churches, P.O. Box 31190, Braamfuntem, Trans-
vaal, at 10c per copy, or 500 per 10 copies. - |

Individuals or grﬂups are’ invited to slgn cﬂples of the

message as an act .of 1dentlﬁcatmn with 1t and to nﬂtlf}' the
S.A. Council of" Churches L -



