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TUESDAY, MARCH 14th, 1223

Sheena Duncan in the chair.

The dedication was read and conference stood in silence while the names
of those who had died in detention were read.

Beth Franklin extended a warm welcome to all delegates on behalf of Natal
Coastal Region.

The Rules of Procedure were adopted but conference agreed that theywuld
only be invoked if necessary and that discussion would be as free as possible.

Zilla Herries-Baird was appointed press liaison officer.

Telegrams oa. good nishas were.received from Barbara Waite and from Bishop
Desmond Tutu, G*neral Secretary SACC.

Minutes of National Conference 1977 were confirmed and signed. Therxe were
no alterations.

1. NATIONAL REPORTS

(a) Headquarters Report: Sheena Duncan said that she wished to record the
enormous t of gratitude that the BlackSash and she personally owed to
Joyce Harris, who had shouldered much responsibility and done a great
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deal of valuable work as one of the J&tional Vice-Presidents. As Joyce had
written the report it contained no acknowledgement of the role she lad
played.

The following additions wer. made to the written report: =-
two more Rggional circulars had been sent out since it was prepared; Sheena
Duncan had addrersed two further Church groups; all Black Sash records
held in Johannesburg and a boungd copy of themagazine had been given as an
outright gift to the University of the Witwatersrand. It was suggested by
Headquarters that e other Regions might consider doing the same thing.

Joyce Harri$ expressed the thanks of the Black Sash to Bertha
Beinastowitz for her years of devoted service as national treasurer and to

Sheena Duncan, under whose firm and sure guidance th. Black Sash has
grown in stature,

Beth Franklin reported that Natal Coastal had never received a copy of
the reading list compiled by Margaret Nash as decided upon at Conference
in 1977.

A message of good wishes was sent to Tertia Pybus who was ill in
hospital in Johannesburg. She was one of the original six women who

founded the Black Sash,

A message of support was sent to Barbara Waite, with conference's
thanks and congratulations on the work she had done on the map showing th
renoval and resettlement of black people in South Africa,

The Headquarters Report was adopted, the adoption . proposed by Mary
Burton and seconded by Beth Franklin.

Magazine Report

Delegates were asked to t ake into consideration the Treasurer's report,
while discu=sing the magazine report.

Joyce Harris reported the following additional matters:

(1) Cape Western has a Magazine Liaison Officer and it would greatly
assist the editor were other regions to do the same thing,

(ii) Pacific Press had recently informed her that the cost of printing
the magazine wculd have to be increased by R3,50 per page. She had
received a quotation from the Natal Witness for a litho printed
magazine, entirely in black and white with a self cover, 'longer and
thinner in shape, which could be produced at the present cost.
Pacific Press had then made a most generous offer to continue to
print the magazine at the present price for one year, and to regard
their loss as a donation to the RBlack Sash, She placed on record
the BlackSash's gratitude to Facific Press for this and for all the
help and cooperation they had given to us for many years., Zilla
Herries-Baird proposed that the message be conveyed to them - agreed,

(iii) Photographs could be used more frequently without increasing the
costs of production because Grant Engraving made the blocks free of
charge as a donmation to the-Black Sash. However, it is extremely
difficult to obtain relevant photographs of a sufficiently good
quality.,

A wide ranging discussion ensued on the content, quality, frequency,
financing and purpose of the magazine. It was agreed that it is not the
correct vehicle for providing a closer liaison between Regions and that
this should be done by Regions making greater efforts to inform each
other about their activities and by Regional Chairmen devising ways of
informing their membership.

Bunty Biqgg proposed that the magazine remain as it is and that
subscriptions .be increased to- R2,00 per annum.
This was unan1mou51y agreed t0.

The Report was adopted; proposed by Gita Dyzenhaus; seconded by Bunty Biggs
NATIONAL TREASURER'S REPORT '

The Report was presented by Gita Dyzenhaus in the National Treasurer's
absence, Robin Harvey had pointed out in her report that Headquarters was
not in any immediate financial difficulty but that further income would
have to be found in order to cope with stead;ly increasing costs. She had
proposed in her report that as well as increasing subscriptions for the

magazine « « « « o « /3




2.
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

- 3 -

magazine to R2,00 per annum, the levy on Regions be increased from R1l,50
per member per annum to R2,00 per member per annum.

Noel Robb. proposed that the levy be increased to Rﬂlﬂﬂ'ner member .per
annum and that Regions use their autonomy to decide whether or not to

raise mambershig subscriptions,
1§ was secon by Joan Kerchoff and was passed with 5 abstentions.
REGIONAL REP RIS

TRANSVAAL: Jill Wentzel made the following corrections to her report:
(1) Page 3; under death of Steve Biko - Mrs .Biko is Ntsiki not Nontsikij;
(ii) Page 7; Unemployment - lines 5/6 should read "Esther Levitan and
Veronica hArendse of the Saturday Club". (iii) Page 9; Women for Peace -
line 2 should read "a meeting of women organise y Mrs, Padaychee and
held in the Lenasia Civic Centre.,"

She drew attention to themagpnificent work done by Elizabeth Rowe in the
Advice Office and her self-denia.

The Region had had a shortfall of R6,000, which members had worked hard
to overcome by means of stoporders, domtions, work and enrolling 70 new
members.,

In discussicn of the report the point wgs raised that the Black Sash
hould make it more widely known that our membership is open to women of
all races. An outline of the method used to trace peopble owed money in
terms of the Workmen's Compensation Act was giwven,

NATAL MIDLANDS: Bunty Biggs expressed the Region's frustra.ion at no
Tonger being able to hold public demonstrations due to the ban on
gatherings. She outlined the work Natal Midlands had done in connection
with the curfew, squatters, unemployment, the franchise, the Saturday Club,
and surport for detainees,

The Region was congratulated cn the amazine amount it had achieved in
spite of having a small number of active members,

BORDER: Val Sullivan said that Border Region's report to conferance was
based on the Regional Chairman's report to their A.G.M, for the year
ending 31st October 1977. Two general meetings had been held since then
but had not been well attended. The Advice Office had moved into the same
building as the S.A. Institute of Race Relations. This Region experiences
difficulties because many of its active workers are working fulltime or
have young children,

"ATAL COASTAL: This Region has had considerable success with their
1obbying. Reth Franklin drew attention to the important work being done
by Solveig Piper in the Advice Office.

Mrs. Dyzenhaus in the Chair

()

ALBANY: Kathy Satchwell reported .that members of the dissolved Cape
Eastern Region were now country members of Albany. They have had some
success in revitalising the comuitment of their members hy sending out a
questionnaire.  Proceeds from a self-tax scheme have gone to @ oviding
legal defence for school children, a newspaper published by Rhodes
University for circulation in black townships and parcels for political
detainees. Members of the Blz ck Sash are involved in other organisations
and the Advice Office grows busier all the time. Members have taken
rasponsibility for different portfolios and are trying to become
competent in specific areas and to pass on their knowledge to others.

(f) CAPE WESTERN: Mary Burton reported that contact with other organisations

has been very valuable. The report details many areas in which meders

have been active, Of particular concern has been the demolition of squattex
towns, Members had managed to read a statement of protest at a meeting of
the Bantu Affairs Administration Board. This statement was tabled.

i —— i — -

Discussion took place on the reports and Jill Wentzel suggested that the

work done in different aregs was so impressive that Regions should make a
point of reporting to each other throughout the year.
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POLITICAL ITEMS

A

B.

Ce

D.

THE CRIMINAL PROCEDURE ACT. A paper prepared by Fat Tucker of Transvaal

Reglion on the changes this /Act has made in the procedure when a person is
arrested and charged with an of fence was presented to conference.

It was agreed that Headquarters should draw up a single pamphlet
informing people of their rights, 1his mmphlet wou e translated
into Afrikaans and two African languages. /ll Regions would participate
in the distribution within two weeks of the pamphlet's completion. The

S.A, Institute of Race Relations would be approached to discuss co-
operation in distribution. '

Moira Henderson stressed the importance of attending trials and drew
attention to the now common practice of holding important trials in
remote towns.

PISCOM: Joyce Harris presented a paper to remind delegates of the history
of the Schlebusch/Le Grange Commission and the legislation establishing
the Parliamentary Internal Security Commission., She drew particular
attention to the following paragraph in her paper;

"The Commission will have powers similar to those of the Supreme
Court to summon witnesses, administer the oath to them, examine them,
and call for the production of books, documents and other objects.A
person who fails to appear as a witness, take oath, provide reques” - .
documents or answer satisfactorily any question lawfully put to hii
will be liable, on conviction, to maximum penalties or R600 or six
months' imprisonment, and may be dealt with in like manner with
regard to any further refusal. Any person giving false evidence will
be liable, on conviction, to maximum penalties of R1200 or 12 months'
imprisonment. Any person who wilfully interrupts or hinders the
proceedings will be liable, on conviction, to maximum penalties of
R600 or six months' imnrisonment."

Sheena Duncan sgid that she was concerned that ther& should be no such
bitterness and dissension in the Black Sash as had happened in the S.A.
Institute of Race Relations when that organisation was investigated by
the Schlebusch Commission. She asked Conference to endorse the following
statement :

"Shmld the Black Sash come under investigation by Piscom,members who
are subpoenaed will be given strong and loving support by the
oraganisation in every possible way. There wiI% be nn_juﬁgment or-
criticism made of any response to that subpoena.™

Conference unanimously accepted the statement,

FUNDRAISING AND WELFARE BILLS: Sheena Duncan reported that she had
discussed these DBills in every region except Cape Western, with whom she
had consulted by telephone,

She stated that the Black Sash does not do social work, nor does it
render material assistance to people, It is a paiijical protest -
organisation, However, the definitions in the Zills are so wide that the
Black Sash could conceivably find itself accused of contravening the
prowisions., If this happened, we might perform a service by forcing
clarification of the definitions, Should the Bills come before
Parliament in their present form, the Black Sash will protest vigorously
because of the damage they could do to the many valuable projects and
programmes working in the fields of race relations and community
development, She pointed out that the Fund Raising Bill had a clause
which empowers the Minister to prohibit the collection of funds by any
organisation. She said that she had made a unilateral decision to adopt
the above stance (underlined) and took full responsibility for her
decision,

PRESS COUMCIL AND PRESS CENSORSHIP

Jill Wentzel reported t hat certain newspapers are being inconvenienced
by complaints made to the Fress Council, acainst which it is both time-
consuming and costly to defend themselves, Some 3lack Sash members in
the Transvaal had suggested that we should monitor other newspapers and
lay complaints against them with the Press Council,

~ After a lively debate, it was agreed that the Elack Sash would not
wish to contribute to press censorship by using the Press gguncii and th=t
thE‘-ii-iil.-
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the protest against misrepresentation by certain newspapers could more
effectively be dealt with by direct representation to the editor

concerned and by seeking publicity should a satisfactory response not be
elicited,

PROPOSED NEW CONSTITUTION. Joyce Harris presentad a paper on the
constituticn based on the unsatisfactory outline so far released by the
gw ernment.

Pessa Weilnberg reported that a constitutional conference had just been
organised by the University of Natal in Pietermaritzburg and that the
documents would soon be available,

After discussion delegates felt that it was necessary for an attempt
to be made to convey to the South African public the dangers inherent in
a system which could bestow wvirtually uncontrolled power on an exccutive
president and that it was a matter of urgency to try to do this before
the proposals were actually before Parliament in their final form.

It was agreed that Headquarters plan a national campaign and thgt the
fﬂllnwing suggestions raised in the discussion be taken into considera-
tion: -

To further the pressure for a national convention;

To call for a referendum before any new constitution is made;

To expose the Government's successful disguising of its motivations;

A Wro Cares pamphlet;

To emphasize the dictatorship angle;

To tie the campaign tc the celebrations of 30 yvears of national party

rule;

A lapel button or medallion;

Tee shirt transfers;

Heil Vorster;

Birth of a dictatorship;

Absolute power corrupts absclutely;

Constitution or Destitution;

Constitution or Prostitution;

The Great Dictator;

Car license discs;

Car toons;

To seek professional communications and public relations assistance.

Conference adjourned for lunch

Fe

THE FRANCHISZ: A statement on the franchise had been circulated and
extensively discussed in all Regions during the past year, This statenent
was placed before conference by Sheena Duncan.

A lively and lengthy discussion took place. It was proposed that no
vote be taken on this matter. This motion was defeated, 3 voting for and

29 against.

The statement, as amended during the discussion, was then put to
confercnce and was adopted, 30 delegates voting for it, and none against;
there were 2 abstentions. The statement reads: -

"The Black Sash believes that political justice cannot be achieved
without a universal adult franchise. The vote is most essential to the
disadvantaged wio have no other power to exert. Social and economic
justice will not be achieved without it,

BUT it has been demonstrated that a universal franchise does not

guarantee olitical justice.

Therefore any pcolitical system shoull also entrench the following :

(a) The absolute independence of the Judiciary and the Courts of Law.

(b) The absolute protection of the individual from arbitrary arraest
and punishment through guaranteed access to the Courts.

(c) Freedom of the press.

(d) Freedom of assembly and speech.

(e) A fixed period of time which may elapse before Governmert must
seek a new mandate from the peonle,

(f) Prot=action of the rights of mincrity groups,

Joyce Harris in the chair
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G. THE FUTURE ROLE OF THE BLACK SASH IN THE INCHEASINGLY. AUTHORITARIAN
CLIMATIE IN SOUTH AF:ICA

Mary Burton introduced this discussion with points submitted by
Margaret Nash. Che stressed the sericus danger of a complete polarisation
of black and white and t he importance of whites being seen to actively
pursue alternatives to apartheid by:

(a) Exposing the system which depends upon disguise.

(b) Encouraging latent and/or potential opposition and non-cooperaticn.
(c) Encovraging and aiding the victims.

(d) Discomfiture of officials.

(e) Living the future now,

(f) Undermining the pcocwer system,

Conference then brocke into groups to discuss the above.

Conference adjourned at 5.15 p.m. An Advice Office workshop was held

between 5,15 and 5.30 p.r.

WEDNESDAY, lﬁth MARCH
Sheena Duncan in the chair

The Chairman welcomed Maimie Corrigall who had come down from
“ietermaritzburg to join the Natal Midlands delegation.

It was reported that Moira Henderson ha< unfortunately injured her leg when
she slioped and fell during the previous evening's party. She had had to
return to Cape Town and her place in the Cape Western delegation was filled hy
Diana Andrews. Conference sent a message of concern and sympathy to Moira.

Sheena Duncan thanked all the members of Natazl Coastal, on behalf of all
Jelegates, for the lovely party on the previous evening.

Conference wished Zilla Herries-Baird all haopiness on the occasion of her
!.5th wedding anniversarvy,

G. FUTURE ROLE F THE BLACK SASH - Plenary Session

The rapporteurs of the three groups reported back on their discussions,
In the plenary session discussion attention was drawn to the Human
Awareness Programme which was now operating in Johannmnesburg and Cape Town
and would shortly be getting underway in Durban. The use of videc tapes
as a communications medium could be usead »rofitably to further Black
Sash objectives.

Other pecints raised were the Black Sash's abysmal ignorance of
economic factors and the necessity for us to study basic economics an_
the role of the world economy in South Africa. It was agreed that Fegions
try to do this in the coming year.

In the discussion of Margaret Nash's point (e), some disagreements
were exposed between those who felt that "living the future now" was a
priority and those who expressed the view that the middle class way of
life does not nullify our political message and that it is not
particularly productive to expend enerqgv on worrying about what can only
be a personal cdecision.

ly. UNEMPLCYMENT

A detailed and extensive paper by Esther Levitan was introduced by her.
The paper had been circulated and she spoke briefly on the most important
aspects. She drew p2rticular attzntion to a qQuotation from Cosmos Desuiiond:

"Human freedom has limits or boundaries of expression which cannot be
broken without damage to the community as a whole., Such a boundary or
limit is ruptured when we use, manipulate or enslave another for
personal pleasure or gain, or to accumulate power, position @ wealth".

Joyce Harris reportsd on the initiative taken by the Star newspaper in
Johannesburg in trying to bring together all sections of the community
concerned about unemployment.

Solveig Piper spolke of the relief works undertaken in Durban in 1931/37
and related them to present needs. She pointed out that the Unemployment
Insurance Fund would finance projects which it considered to be viable.
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In the chair - Joyce Harris

Jolvaig Piper reported that the questionaire of the Women's Legal Status
Zcmmittee had been ciicnlated io black womesn is Durban, but the time had bzen
irsufficient and the response voor,

carol Lamb of Natal Coastal thun Lesentad a paper on black women in
= oloyment, She reported that the survey was not as complete as had been
hoped because the larigz2st employer of black female labour in Pimetown refused
to co-operate. Restu:s of the survey had been submnitted to the Wiehahn

Commission.

In the general discussion which followed, Zunty 3iggs suggested that we
seek a meeting with the Minister of Labour to point out to him the urgent nz:zd
for some form of state assistance toc unemployed peogle who have nothing
whatsoever to fall back on once their Unemployuent Insurance benefits are
exhausted. She pointed out that peocle have a HZIGHT to expect aid from the
conmunity when thay are unemployed through no fauit of their own and that this
is a responsibility of the State. She suggested that, prior to such a
deputation, the Black Sash shonld prepare a leariet to be sent to all memoar:
of Parliament,

The Chairman then introduced the Rev, Sol Jacobs of Pietermaritzburg who
~resented a slide show and spoke about a project he had initiated in
MNietermaritzburg and was now introducing in centres =21l over the Republic.
He -~ 7inted out that unerpl-.yuent in South Africa is a political problem and
tha. the only real solution lies in the r adical change of our socio-econonic
system. He suggested that the role of the Rlack Sashwas to educate whites

sbout the roots anZ extent of unemploynent,
The Chairman thanked Hev,., Jacobs for presenting his paper,

Sheena Duncan in the Chair

SCME ASFECTS OF UNSMPLOYYENT IN THE WESTE IN CAFE

VoE éiiq . . -
Ha:yfhui%a spoke of the experience of the ithlone Adwice Office. Between

Tctoher 1976 and Sentember 1¢77, 811 people brought problems directly arising
from heing out of work., African unemnplovment is complicated by the fact that
the Western Cape is 2 Coloured labour preferential area although a recent
tamporary concession ~ll~wad em>loyers to give jobs to qualified Africans,
Inereasing raids have marie empleoyers more reluctant to employ "illegal" pecpls

She pointed to the way in which em™yers exrloit illegal domestic workars
and to the almost total laeck of lecal riohts for these workers. Independence
of Transkei had led to compliscations and denial of Unemployment Insurance
henefits to many oeople,

Solveig Piper and Monica Barbmur of Natal Coastal then presented a further
analysis of the Unemployment Insurance Act, which is to be sent to the
Minister of Labour,

They pointed out that it is difficult to foermulate suggestions for the
sclution of the unemplovment crisis without radical change in the socio-
npolitical structure of South African society.

Z“onference conygratulated Solveic on the work she has done in connecticn
with Unemployment Insurance. She had achieved majcr improvements in the
administration of the Act,

- T . - .

A resolution standing in Albany's name (Agenda Ttem 13 D) was withdrawn
by that region but Xathy Satchwellsaid she felt it would be worth members
using shareholder rights in conpanies to exert pressure for improvements in
conditions and pay for black workers,

6. ADVICE OFFICB kZPORTS

Advice Offices in 2.1 regi~ns presentad written reports which showed the
reagional variations in the problems ‘presented, AIl offices report urgent needs
arising from unempovnent, Pretoria, Cape Town and Johagnesburg all sha e
a-ave concern about the eff=octs of the indep2ndence of Transkei and
Brmhuthatswana on individual -$ghts and ihese office~ continue to find that
Fwyilux control ard migrant labouvr constitute the presenting problem inthe
na“ority of cases. All ~ffi-ec ar~ increasirqglv involved in poverty problems
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arnd in obtaining pensions, maintenance grants, etc, for people, but these
crs2s outnumber 211 others in Grakamstown anl are significant inBorder and
ifatal Midlands, DRoth iHatal advice offices z2re very involved in the problems
~f workers and their statutory rights, or lack of themn. In Durban over £3%
o cases concern workers' problers. Cape Town has again been very involved
with the problems of peopnle living in squatter comrunities,

It was acreed that th2 Johaunnesbusg report be ~rublished in booklet form
and Cape Town was congratulated on the striking presentation of its writtgn
report.

Grahanstown reportad on thz preblems of black deople moving from white
..ned farms and needing jobs and accommodation., Shirley Moulder was
congratulated on the work she had done in having hunidreds of cancelled pensi~
reinstated.

7« HCMELANDS INDLPEVLDAMCE AND CITIZENSHIP

A written paper had basgn circulated to delegates., Sheena Duncan expressad
her concern that white South Africans appeared to have no understanding of
what tha Government's Dolicy of hcemeland independence means both to black
c¢itizens and to the countrv as a whole,

It wes agreed that the Black Sash rount 2 national campaign on this issue
wirich would b> directed 2t both the white comsunity and the leaders of nc -
“ndenendent homelancs, This campaign shounld include ceputations to hoTe _na
chief ministors,

8, THE DRESETTLEMENT M'P

Jill Wentzel outlined th= difficulties which had arisen in the printing
znd publicising of ths map and why it had bheen deemed necessary to sa it ont
on buy or return hbasis, Sales were goint well in South Africa. Fayment by
recipients overseas has been slow.

Cape Vestern region has invited Barbara Waite to speak about the map at a
cueblic meeting.,. Tt was acreed th2t confarence send her a message of
congratulations and thanks.

r. HOWSING

SQUATTFS
Joan Grover of Tare Wastorr rapnrted on the squatter situation in that are
The so-called Colour~d squatter problen is directly related to the shortage

of accomm~3ation, With rising uremploymznt and resulting poverty, many
people would now he unable to accent a house if it was offered to them.

African sguatters ar> th2re for twno main reasons: (i) Nothing will stop
+he movement of people to urban arses as thev are squeezed out of the rural
sreas 2nd must move to seek economic survival; (ii) Sovernment policy is to
or want this movement -nd to this end n policy decision was taken in 1266 to
freeze the building of familv hcusing for Africans. 5ince 1972 no housing for
Africans has been prowviced in th2 Cape Paninsula.

Now that Modderdan and Unibell have been demolished, people fear that
Crossroads will be the naxt te be destroyed in spite of the fact that it was
rfeclared an emergency camp in June 1676,

Maxry Eurton paid tribute to Joan Grover and the other members 2f the
neaisn who have bheen working so hard with the squatters., The importance of
Crossroads is the way in which the people thaxre hava cr=ated a self-suptortin

law-abiding and close-knit community,

—-_ @ Er - e e R e = = -

Conference adjorrned at 5 n.n, =2nd an Advice Office workshop was condwcted
from 5 p.m. to 5,20 p.m,

In the evening, delegat=s mat inclos=d scssion to discuss informally the
pr-oblems of detainees and their families, particularly where children and
minors had been detaired in terms of Section & of the Terrorism Act.

liti!ll"'xg



THIJRSDAY, 16th MARCH
Zita DJvzenhaus in the Chair

The discussion on ho'sing and squatters was rasumed.

It was agreed that a nationmal campaign be conducted wh:ch woald place th:
eanhasis on the absolute necessity to introduce squatter upgrading Drogramnes
and *hat this campaign should incguda a’small conference ﬁi specialists in
the field to do some hard thinking on needs, possibilities and action. If
Crossroads is demolished all Regicns will try to raise ithe level of publie
concern and protast, The campaign shor1ld be on both emotional and political
levels,

-

Val White then presantad a papcer on a survey done by her hcusing sub-

crmittee in Eldorado Park in Johannesburg, Thepaper was circulated to all
Czlegates and illws trates the absolute necessity for Contunity Developme nt
cro-rammes and such projects as the very successful GROW programme which is
sxpanding rapidly in thz Transvazzl, There is a serious lack of leadoers in
the community and the people who have moved to Eldorado Park appear crushed
=nd lifeless in comparison to the people who live in slum conditions in
"lintown, where community spirit is striking.

—— '

A paper on housing in Soweto was tabled for the information of delegates.

—

-

Noel Robb then presented a Daper prepared by herself and Moira Henderson
on Family Life, Poverty and Crime in black urban townships in the Westarn Cao ¢

Some criticism of the Urban Foundation was voiced by Transvaal, Cape
'Western and Natal Midlands, Their priorities in some cases seem to bear
little relation to the real oroblems of tha ordinary black urban dweller and
it was felt that there is naed to monitor the Foundation® activities and to
maintain an active lohbby,

Jay Williams then report=d on the sjuatter com:unity in Clermont,Durban.
She strassed the difficulties experienced in raising ~any awvareness or concern
in the white community,

FPapers were presented by Cape Western and by Transvaal on the state of
african school education in those areas., In both Regions it has proved
cxtremely difficult to obtain first hand accurate information because of the
s 3sDhere of mistrust and suspicion and because of the fear of informers,

Scheool principals and tsachers are working under tremendous pressura,

Diana Andrews of Ca® Western said that the relatively peaceful
atmcsphere presently prevailing gives no cause for comblacency. African
schiolars have sacrificed a grzat deal in their bid for bettzsr education and
it would be foolish to believe that they will be content to return to and
centinue with the present systen after all that has happened,

, Gita Dyzenhaus of Transvaal pointed out that expenditure on education is

= nolitical decision, Blacks will continue to fight for a parity of
investm2nt in education and 2 single national depariment of education becaus:
sanarate departments will always entail discriminaticn, She said that teachex
incompe tence is one cof the major factors leading to inferior black education,

Ann Adams of Natal Coastal gave a brief report on schools in Kwa Machu.

11, SOCIAL PENSICNS

Jaret Sahli of Transvaal presesnt=d a paper on nensions for black people.
The statugory right to a pension is denied by admininstrative obstruction and
nureaucratic inefficiency. The Department of "lurzl Relations and
2=2vezlonment perpetrates injustice by arbitrariness and prevarication, Its sire
of orission are far subtler and more deadly than its sins of commission.

Mary Grice of Natal Coastal presented a paper on the adminmstration of
n=rsions in the Molweni district and surround arsas which corroborated everv-
th*pg Janet had said,

Bunty . « « « « /10



- 10 =

sunty Biggs reoorted on a deputaticn to the Minister which had highlii ..i
tk=2 fzet that top cfficials are corplaetely unaware of that the lower echolrns
L»@ aning.

During the discussicn which included reports of winat happens at pensica
cay=ort points in Grahawestown and Preoturia it became clear that there is a
sreat nead to wcaitor the procedure and abusgs which cecur 2t thz pay-ouvt,.
12, LISCELLAMECUS

Czaths in Uetention., Thz list circulated was corrected and brought up tc
date and will be ussc in all Regions to read at genaral meetings,

Natal Coastial Highway Sranch. Sarah 3urns, chairman of the branch,
re-orted on the activities of this vital branch whicn has conczrned iiself,
mimong o har things, with rzsearch into thzs African bus szrvices between
rlammarsdale and Uinetown, = rapeort ou the township of Kwa Ngendezi, a canmnaicg
te desegrosate Kilcof library,tie survey into conditions of @uabloyment of blac
women in Finetown and participation in the IDiakonia lunch bar,

15, KiSOLUTION

"That this National Conference ratifias the decision of the Headquarters
CTouimi ttee to dissolve the Cape zastzrnRegion of the Black Sash"- Headquartars

Sheana Duncan explainad that the constituticn requires this to be rlone;
She revorted on the history of the dissoluticn of the Cape Eastern Region
znd of the discussions in Headgquarters Regicon. She wrote to evary membar _n
the Cape Eastern Region to the 2ffect tlat bacause ¢f the lack of office
aearers the legion was closing down and if anyone wanted to rewain a menber,
~lbany Region wonld be pleasec to have them. Since that time, letters have
been received from Port Elizabeth of things they are doing and their meniers
w.1ll operate as a small action group. Copizss orf Ragional circulars wikl e
s2n§ tolobby Melunsky.

The resclution was pDronos=2d by Sheena Duncan, seconded by Val White and
was carried unaninously,

14, CONSTITUT ICHAL AMENVMEMTS

A. That Seation 11 of *he Constitution of the Black Sash be amended to
read =

"The finarcial year of the Crganisation shall bzain on lst Januvary
and end on 3ist D=acemb=er of =2ach year" - Headquartars

Sheena Duncan saicd this arose out of a decision made last year and
which conlrd not be immediately implemented as due notica had to be
given-

Amendment propesad bv Sheena Duncan, seconded by Gita Dyzenhaus aF
carried uvnanimously,

That Section 7{ii) of the Constitution of the Black Sash be amender
to read -

"The National Conferernre shall frem time to time elect a region io *o
Headquarters of +the Organisation®
and that all the wecrds fallowiprg the word "Orcganisation™ in this
Clausz he deleted - Headquarters

:-U
]

Sh=zena Duncan =aid this arnse hecares nroviously a national
conference hed Adecicd=c that if Headavarters was to changes its ares i+
womld be Aifficult to hand over ths reins irmediately, Last vyear
Confaresnce decided it would he imnessible for a new national praci =
to kave to wait one yvear hHefore taking over; if a2 new Region is
elected, that eqion takes over at once and new office bearers wil
if necessary, soend a short time at the nld Headquarters cenire.

Amzniment nronc-saed hy Shezna Dvnesng seconderd hy Mary Omond and
carried unanimonsly.
~ . GENEEAL

(a) S2sh Bacges: Sheenn Munczan annorne~d that these are available at

50 cents cach., A em=217 guonly was availahle and Teginns are asked to
disecuss whether ~r not more shavlsd be oardered,

{

T
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(b) Xathy Satchwell read a draft letter tolr, Andreas Wassennaar on the
~uestion of Sanlam reniing Preomises to the Sccurity Police. This was
discussed and it was decidcd that Headquarters write thz letter. Shirley
Foulder suggestsd degions chock where the Scecurity Branch, Boss and others
cf that ilk were housed,

(c) Margarct Ambler cugsgested that in future obszrvars at Conference be
nrevided with copies of fact papesrs - Agreecd and RHegicns were asked to note
thz importance of cizculating sufficient copies of papers bzfore Conferznce.

15, ELECTICN °F NATIOHAL REEEIEGHT, NeATIONALVICZ=PRAGIDENTS and HEADQUARTS S
«2th Tranklizn in the chn%g.

(a) NATIZUAL RISTIDENT: Mary Jurton noe~ipatad Joyece Harris, szconded by
Lzclzy Herwer.

s

Corference unanironsly =zlectad Joyce Harris as national sr:isident.

Joyce Harris marde the feollowing statement: "Thank you vary much, I am aware
of the grezat honour you are coing me in electing me Nztional FPresident. The
grzatest people I have ever met are in thd Dlack Sash, I feel overwhelmed and
tezrrified." Shkepaid tribute to her two predecessors, Jzan Sinclair and

Sheena Duncan, "Jean proddéded us by her detormination and enthusiasm and I
often wonder whether the Sash would have survived had it not been for her,
Sheena has incredible of leadership and knowledge, almost all-embracing, abl:
t3  ive an unequivocal lzad at all times., I am very sad she has withdrawn frco
eifice at the height of her nowers; it is a great loss to the Sash; she
~nkanced the Sash image tremendously. It will be exceedingly diffiailt to
rmzasure up to the heights zstablished by my predecessors but I shall do ny
nest. The Sash will continue for as long as it is permitted to do so to
proaote its aims and objects. We shall continue to protost against injustice,
“o elducate ourselves and others znd to build bridges across the colour line,

I am going to need all the suoport I can get from all of you and the only
~omfort I have is ir the knowledge that I am among iriends. "

(b) NATIONAL VICE-PRESIDINTIS: Sheena Puncan - proposed by Mila Zille,
s~e-nded by Noel Rchb. CGita Dyzenhaus - pronosed by Ssther Levitan, secondad
W Jiil Wentzel, Jill Wentzel Aid not accept nomination,

“haeens Duncan and Gita NDyzenhavs were elected national vice-presidents.

(¢} Election of Mationnl Headnuarters foll away,

Jill Wentzel nove advance notice of a constitutional amendment to allow
national vice-presidants *to he elected from ragions other than Headquarters,

Sheera Duprcan saicf "1 a2nm very nleased that we have elected Joyce Harris,
I » ure ber that she hzs the suomrt of everyonz in the Sash and we have
avery confidence in her,

T want to than' [ata? Mnas+sl far the sunar confaraznce we have had, Ve have
==yar had =0 manv ohssrvers and their gontritution has bsen fantastiec., I rant
tnr *hank the Universal Aunts and 2all the peodle who have done such a wonderful
37 in making ns bhapny anc comfortable.™

Aa2th Franklin: "It has been o wonndaerful team affort; mnembzrs have been
sonderful in everv way, Thank you all for coming.”

17+ DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT CONFZR:EMIE: Mary Burton, on behalf of Cape Westarn
wrgion, irvited tiz2 Sash %o hold its next national conference in Cape Town,
w+*1ch invitation was accepted with much thanks andpleasure,

it was aagreed tn hold th= next natiomal conference from Monday night *iie
1%th of March to 15th March 1979, with an Advice Cffice workshop to be hezld
~ th2 arfterncon of 12t» March,

Mary Nurton: "On beh2f of all +he Regions, I wonld like to thank Shecna
Cenran for her national presidency of th=2 nast years, in which she maintainsc
“m= gtandard set hy her augrst oredecessor,”

Sheena NDuncan vas prasente? with a gift,
i‘argaret Amhlev thanked the pDr=ss for their friendliness and cooperation.

JZ11l Wen+=zel:"Transvaal has special thanks fir Sheena and for her
~ontribntion which fe l¥=ga~ +hun life, We > d a great person as our raticnsi
m=asident an? we bare sha @will pive rereelf some respnits now,"

2nth @ o & & . /12
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Beth Franklin: "natzl Ccastal fcels as sadly ‘as thz other Regicns that
Siwcena is no longer president. We are thrilled that Jecyce Harris is orr
naticnal presideat and picdgs tc her our full .support.

Sunby Biggs, on bchalf of Natal Midlands Region, zxprassad heartfelt
s.oport fur Juyc2 narris aucd the bopz that they will bz able to respcond
when needed. Sacena Duacan w2s bewn tremendous,.

Mary Burton, on bchalf <f ali the Wegions, uelegsies and observers,
cxpressed thaunks to Hzadguarters region, Esth2r Levitan, the two vice-
nresidents and the national treasurer,

Conference concluded at 3 p.it.
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