R ;-;J{.}’.tm

/976 Oo— "I4

MENORANDUM T3 TwC
kY ARD Dcuzic

SOYETO BLACK €

Pressnted lt 80 Albert Street, Johannesburg on Juna 29. 1976.
1. JThe golitical aspect.

One of the most important statements ever to be hsard in
the South African parliement was made by the then British
Prina Minister McMillan in 1960. .

He spoke of the spectacular drama = ths wind of change "=
which was swseping through Africa making african nations
free and indepsndent of their former colonial masters.

His burpose was to challenge South Africa to accomcdate
this challenge to freedom of the Native peoples of Africa
positively as the European colocnial pouers had dohe. b

Then South African Prime Minister Verwcerd recognised =
the relevance of the challenge but could not face the
implications of giving freecdom to the Black people of
South Africa. So he invented 2 political philosophy

to dodge the challenge = to have his cake and eat it.. He
propounded the policy of separate development,

The reascning was "It is right and imperative that the
Black man in South Africa as in the rest of the continent,
should be accorcded freedom and full citizenship rights" =
But, so thought Dr. Verwoerd, the idea cf having Blacks)
with their numerical superiority, enjecying citizenship
rights inm—e- common South Africa was teco revolutionary.

After all, in their national convention at the act of
Union in 1909, the whites had detsrmined, in entrenched
clausas of the act of union, that the whita man alone
shall rule South Africa.

Faced by .ths pressure of the prev-iling demands of world
thinking on freedom and justice and human dignity regard-
less of colour, Dr. Verwoerd said, "By all means, Blacks
must have freedom and equauty but nnt in a common sochty.
He would let them hava full frecdnm 1n the reserves which
had been set aside for predominant african occupation by
‘different acts since 1?13. ending in.the 1936 Act.
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In a speech in London aftsr quiting the Sritish Commonuzalth
of nations he said whitas in South 4Africa had-nhot dispossessed
Africans of thsir land. He said ARfricans micrating frem the
north and whites froa tha south, sach driftad to 2reas thay
preferted and separate devclopmant-was merely codifying and
legalising these preferences. ' -~ 5

Yet every school boy knows that there was @& hundred years
war betusen Black and white in this country = “The so-called
nine kaffir wars of South African history. A .
During that hundred years war the Blacks were forcibly dis-
possessad of thair land until tha reserves - the so called
whomolands”~ uere tha last pockets of their country to which
thay had peen drivean whan paace was daclated and a common
South African nationhuod borne:.: > D O
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Yet, it is on the basis.of this wrong Verwoardian:historical
myth that tha present govarnmant policy of separate develop=~
ment was established and wishfully clutched st by many uhites
as tha solution to race ralations in this country. . )

In actual fact this policy, with its so called "homsland" govern=
mentgin practice raisss more questions than it ansuers; more
problems than it solves and is at best & pessing phuése; &
divarsicnary sxercise; while ths realities of ths country cry
out for real policias that guarantea the rights and walfaras
of all, - . s S . : v
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1f such policias ars not evolved and enacted, this countrye
{s drifting to situstions of confrontation of such » dimen-
sion that tha current unrast will be like a Sunday .chocl
picnit—in conparison. . S ]

" The Policy of saparate dsvelooment is ﬁuilt an falss historical

premises. It is gesnprally claimed that it has a moral purpose

-i.e. to guarantees agwal frzedoms to the different sectionsa of

the country. In sgtual fact its purposs is the entranchment
and_maintenancs of white privilesge and uhite sactional intereste
walra;a. at the expzanse u( the Black man, . -*’ .

'}hd that'kind-uf order cannpt last but will bring sﬁrlfa end

disaster to this land.  There is a school of thought prevalsnt
smong particularly the youngar people, that the Black man is

'19 thp gltuetion he is in, by sheer reason of conquest.
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That if tha vhita man arrogatess to himself grbitrerily and
unilatq;ally 87 par cent of tha country, leaving the
majority africans 13 per cent, it is by rezson of concuest.

That if the white man decides to sit 2lona in tha only real
parlisment of this country in Cape Touon, whara ths 8lack
mzn is unrepressnted and hs mekes ths laws that goyarn all
of us, it is by reason of ths right of conguest. s
According to this chool of thought the only answer,to this
situation is to fight it out agzin; and lessons of evants
in such countries as Rozambious have not been lost on some
of our psopla. .

Be hare acmit thzt many of the disabilities that frustrata
the psopla of Soweto stem from ths fact that thay are not
repressnted in the parlizment 2nd other councils of state
that govsrn and administsr this land.

If pur workers had the franchiss their votss would count and
such rights as Trade Union Rights and decent uwages znd employ-
ment conditions would be guaranteed.

1f our pecpls wsre enfranchissd and representad in parlizaent
they vould be assursd 2dsouats votes in the budget 2ssuring
them free and comoulsory aducatica and adenuata prgvisica of
other public fzcilitias 2nd amenities needad and if i must -
comg, ©v2 would te 2ssurzd 2 croportionztsly reasonzbl:l share
of thz land of this country and its resources unlike 1n tha
present sstting where we Blacks are 1ike foster childran of e
the ScOth—African state, pcor and without rights or privile-
ges. 3

s here adopt the view that fighting it out is not tha cnly
nor the test way to resolva the bagic political problems

of this country of which many =conomic 2nd social disabilities
zre a result. R d

@e believe that through sincere dialogus and seriocus wutual
consultztion and clscuesicn & way can be found that will
2ssurs that our people can hava the opportunity to make
their contribution in participction in decision meking and
adainistaring this ccuntry, with whitas. £

Of one thing we are sure; that the status quo, vhereby the.
Black wan has no say in these matters evan in his.own arsas

1ike Sowsto tut is 2n object of instruction by whites, is
_outmoded and untenable and must change.
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Rceordingly ws reauest the Goverament, in consultation with
us, to seek ways and meens of giving effect to this desire
of providing a meaningful role to our lsaders and ‘partici-
pation {n decision making and administrotion of natlonal
and local affairs, not in purely advisory tqlas such as in:
the urban Bantu Councils. 3 '

Meantime we submft some matters here which can be attended
to immediately with advantags and promotion of racial . “ =~
harmony, paaca and an atmophare of goodwill, ‘- ~ 5
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