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2y YDAT ART UT MATIINS ADOTMR

liere we are primerily concermed with SASO and ito worke Ve
talk £libly of "bleck conceiousness” end yot we hordly chow that
wo vnderotand whot we ore tolldng sboute In thic regord it ic oo~
sential for us to realice e fow basic facts nbout "block consciouce
~ness.”

nPleck consciousness® io escentielly a clogon directing us
away from the traditionnl political big tell.to o new aprrocche Fhis
in an invard-looking movement ccleuleted to moke no look ot our=—
oolves end cec ourselves, not in termo of what we have been teaughd
throush the abcolute volues of white cocioty but with now cyess It
ic a coll upon us o cee the innete veluo in wo, in our institee
tioms, in our troditional outloo: %0 1ife ond in our own worth as
peorle. The cell of "block consciouoness” 4s by no mocns a slogon
@rivirg people to thinit in o certein way politicelly. Rether it is
2 cociol clogon dirccted nt eoch momber of tho bleck corzumity ealw
14ng uron him to diccerd the folse montle that he heo been forccd
to weer for co rany yeers ond to {uink in terso of himuclf oo he
chould. In this regerd thoreforc *bleck comcoicucncuc® it & way
of 1ifo that muct rermeate through the cociety end be edopted by
all. Tho logic behind it ic that if you see yovrcelf ac & porcon
in your own right thero cre certein basie questions thet you muotd
ack ocbout the conditions under which you live. To get to thic
ctoge there ore  three booic viteps thet hove to be followeds

(1) Te have to thorourhly vndersiond whot we cro $olldng cbout
end to impart it in the right contomb. This bCCODCD eim
peeiclly necesenry in a covntyy 1lils ours where such on op=
rroach lends itself ensily to misinterpretotion for this-
recson we hove mode zrovision for o historicel study of the
theory of "bleel power® in thic formotion cchoole '

(41) Ve have to creatc chonnelc for the adoption of the come ap-
Troneh by the bloek corrwnmity ot lorge. lore agein one hoo
to be realistic. n apgrosceh of this noture, O be cucceu—
full,hes to be cdopted by ap large o frocticn of the popules
tion po pocoible in oxder to bé offective. Lhilct the Ltwe
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dent commtnity may be inctrumental in corrying the iden
acroce o the people and remeinipg tho force behind it, the
czrroach will rempin ineffective unlceos it goins sroasc-roots
prorte This 1o why it io nececcery to create cooily ceo-
cepteble ologons ond follow thece up vith in-depth explonoe
tionc. Secondary inctitutions built up from members of the
corrvnity ard opereting omonget the corrmnity hove to be
encouraced and thece mot be run by people who themcelves
vnderstond vhot 15 invelved in theso inotitvtions ond in
the eprroach we are adoptinge One con expoend end give nmoany
cxanples of cuch inctitutions tut we expect thio to come out
. of @iceuooions ot thic formotion cehools Tet it cuffice to
coy thet cuch inctitutions must cover ©ll fields of cctivi-
ty of the bleck cormunity - ecduveetionnl, socicl, econorical,
religious, ctcs
(144) Teople have to do tought to cce the edvontages of group
ections Ilere onc vonders vhether a cecord look chould not
be tclzen et the government - ing vih..,cd bodies like URCe
nd Ba.n;;\..,tans. I% ioc o univerccl ac* that you cannot
rolitige peo“le and -bopo to linmit their noturcl end legiti-
mate coriretions. If the zeople demond comething ond cot
it bocruse they have cn *TBC" or "Territoricl ! suthority™ %o
Yol for theml then they ohall begin “te-reclice the Tovicy
they wicld oo o croupe Ioliticnl modcrnizedion of the block
people mey well £ind good oxprecsion in thece institutions
which et precent oro repucnent to’vs, In contracting the
opiroach cdoxted in the ctetes by the dlaclk peorle and our
ovn eoryrouch here it will be interesting what thic fornne
tion cechool thinks of the voriovs "Territerizl ‘uthoritics®
et our various “ovm creas®s
: There cre come dencers thet we havo to grard egcinct eo well
oc we reke procrese in the direetion we oye rvrcuing. The
foreroct is thoet we muct not noke the mistelie of wiching to get into
tho white man's boots.s Traditional Girenouc velues tell vo of &
eocicty vhere roverty ves feorcirm end cxtrenme richnecs unimonn CXe
copt for the rvlers of ovr wociedy. Chorin: weo ot the heard of
ovr culturce & cysitenm thot tende to exploit mory ond fovour o few
i5 oo forelen to us ac hair which iz not Linly or o ckin which ic
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not derk. there poverty reigned, it cffeeted the whole corzmmity
oirply beecuse of wecthor conditions beyond our controle lHence cven
in ovr ecpirctiono dasie truth will firnd cxpreceions Ve ot cucrd
agninot tho denger of creating a black uiddl&j/clnco whose bloackness
will only do :}:.‘.n-dcopflitcmlly. “he perer on sfricenm sceiclicn will
rrovide nuc with enouch crouvnds for discuscsion elong thece groundcs
feeordly we rmct not be limited in our outlook. There is miles
of @ifferonce betuecn zx‘cncﬁinc "black conceiousnece® end preacking
*hotred of white". Tolling pcople to hate whitec is cn outword cnd
reactionoxry type of prccxc‘hinc vhich thouch vnéerstondeble iz vn-
decireble ord self-Cestructive. It molies one think in nogative terno
and zrcoccurice onc with peripkeral issueos, In o cociety like ours
4t 46 o “"positive feed-forwerd" eprroach thet loads cone into o vicioue
circle ond vliimntely to celf-dcstyucticn throurh ill-cdviced crnd
irpetuous cetions In feed it io usuclly cn extreme form of inferiori-
$y complex vhere tho cuficrer has loot hope of “naliing it" becauce
of conditiono irpesed uron hin, ic sctual acpirationa are to be
1ike the vwhite man and the hotred orices ovt of frustration. On the
other bkené black concciocucness ic on inwerd-looking ;r_roce-:s. 1%
tales cocnis?rnce of oke's dirmnity and lecads fo [pocitive cetion. I%
rokes you ceek to mnei‘t yourzelf ond 0 ricato meojectic heights oo
doternmined by you. o) Aoubt. you-recent ell fordeo thot seck to
thvert your procrecc bu you moet thom with otrongtk, recilience end
determinntion beeauce in your heerd of heards you cre convinced you
will get there you vend to got to. In the cnd you cre o ruch moro
vortrﬂ vietor hecevoe you dc rot ceeir to revenze but to implerent the
truth for which you hove ctood cll clong during your otrucglc. You
vere no lcce ongyy then the man who hated whites vt jyour cnger wes
chonnelled o pocitive cetion. Zecouce you hed o viciorn detached
fron the citvation you worled hard regordlecc of imnmedicte cote
backs. Vhite hotred leads %o rreciritaie ond chortegun methodo
whereas we tre involved in on escentlally long=tern stxrviogle vhere
cool=rcndedness ruct tolke precedence over ever;thing clce.

Tho third point is that we muct not maolic the ciotake of trying
to cotesorise whitess Iscenticlly wll whidec are the carmo ond tust
Yo vicved with cvopleion. Thic moy aprorently couxd controdicior
to vhat I hove beer onying btut 14 4o in cetvocl fnot note & study of
the hictory of Couth sfrica showz thet clmoct ot 232 times whiten
hove been irvolwved in Dlacl viruggler ond alcost iz ell inctoncen
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le6 to the denth or confusion ¢f what they were involved in, Thic
ney not bove teen calculeted cometimes but 4t crisec out of genvine
differences in eprrocch and corritments. Thot bleeko cre deciding
to go it clore ic not en cccildent but e recult of yeoro of hictory
behird blacke=white co~operation. Iloch~white co-oreration in thic
country leeds to limitctions being impoced on the procrezme sdopteds
Ve mot by 211 menns encourcze "cyrpathetic whites®. do otond firp
in their fight but thic mct bo eway fron use In mary ways thic is
Gealt with adequetely in an article that cppecro in the 8450 DNowe
ledter - rucuet iscue “IZlock Couls in vhite kino"s The foet thet
nrympethetic vwhites” have in the poct mede themselves the troditional
paco-cetters in the bleck pen'oc oirucgic hes led to the bluook mon's
<oking o b';acls ceat in e ctruggle eccenticlly hic own. Hence ex—
cluding vhites tends to activate block poozrle lard in the ultimete
cnolycis giveo proper dircction to whatever ig beings dones Thic

io a fact that oversecs oboervers viciting the country f£ind herd

to cccept but it ror:".‘inz: very truece -recial mrejudice in thic couns
4ry hos gone beyond el rrorortions end has cubconsciously cifccted
the mindo of come of the moct wellelmowm libercleos

3+ NHERE ARE WE TODAY?

SAS0 ctends today at e very importcnt stege of ker lifo. The
estoblichment of the oxrgonisation has hed a very creetd inzoct in
three mojor dircctionse

Tirstly we have crected o mood ot the tleel corpuces which
hec set the ctoge for o conplete revicion of thirnling. .Cur blucho
only attitude hoo infuced o sence of rride ond celi-rclicnce on fex2
rost £1l block ermpuses., there originclly one met with still op-
pocition to cll cxelucd todlk, it ic pow gencrolly cecepted thet
blocks ruct co it clone. Thic cttitude ic wclcome to vs but hos
to be ¢vided very ccrefully ond cteedily leect it £f2lio ey to some
of the @ongero we hove olreody mentioncde It 4s hoped thot we shelil
tronclete o1l tho intellectvol tall atout "bloei ic decuiifvl
some Ind of meaningful practiccl longcgt.

Sccondly we hove given
the cocpuce Suddernly dleel peorle ore be
volue of their cvm offorts, unrolluicd by helf=lcw .
4he white worlde Thouch this Idrd of thirldng 4o otdll lic

" to
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the "black intcllizentoia” at precent there cyo all tho cigno that
it chell cprend to tho rest of tho corzmnitye.

Thirdly we hove declt cirmoot a fatol blow to all bleel-white
roverentse Cne doos not kmow whether to toke rride in thio or not
but definitely 4t ic obvicue thot we hove wocted o ot of valucble
4iro in the so-colled non-rceicl organications trying to cheet cur—
pelves into belicvins we were maling progrosc while in fret by the
very naturce of thece bodico we liguidated ovrcelves into inecetivit,.
The more rrdicel whites hove in foet rejoiced ot the cmerpence of
8480 end sone of them have cven corme up with voeful cuprort in torms
of vzluable contoeto ete., but rodical whitoso ore very rare creatvres
in this country.

Cur ctrength has been diffucult to ccoess beecuce of the battle
we were woging for rmemboro, Vith the lotect affilictions by Tert
Fore ond Ngoye v.e now ctond in o pocition to ¢et dowm to zracticel
stuft,

4¢ WRITHER ARE WE GOING?

A% .1l coots we rmed moke sure that we ore rorching to the
ceme tupe as the rent of the corrmrity., At po ctege muct vie view
olwselves as o croup cndowed with cpeeinl choredtericticcs thile
we moy be rlaying the fune, 1%.19 “the x: tirde beeding of the come
munityto boote thot optreuwo-dorEaréh o ond et no sicge chould
that rryéim bdbe dictrrbeds A5 the oroup rows lorger ond more booto
Join the rythmic rereh 1ot us rnot 2llow the beoting of the boots
t0 drown the rvre toncs of ovr tune for the tume ic nececieary cud
eocentinl to the rythm. cobstidate loveen " wlitus

¢ yerson
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