LETTER FROM REVEREND ALLAN BOESAK TO THE
SOUTH AFRICAN LAW & ORDER MINISTER, ADRIAAN VLOK

1439-c2 - 13
B Adrises Wiek, Nislster of Law snd Order,
Bouss of Parllsseni, Cape Town

Mr Ninlster,

As from this morning [ have Joined those 1n detentlon who have embarked upon a hunger strike. Thelr action is a
drasatic one, vhich could have fateful consequences for all of us in this country, but first of all for themselves.
It is in itself an extreordinary indictasent of your governsent and 1ts policles, but most especlally your systes
of detantlion vithout trial. That people have to go to such extrese lengths to focus attentlon on thelr plight speaks
voluses for the crisls your policles have caused for thes, and In thes for milllons of our people.

Our brothers and slsters on hunger strike are right, of course. They have been taken svay in the dead of nignt,
I.mrlmdulthmtcmr.ﬂu:hln been denled the most basic human rights. They have been denled vislits by lavyers
or clergy or famlly. Recourse to the courts does not exlst, thelr lawyers are powverless, the lav itself has been
rendered impotent, indeed you have taken the lav and set it aside. You have decided that you alone have the right
to declare tham gullty, of vhat crises they do not knov nor do ve, or you, for that satter. You have glven your pollice
the pover to hold thes lncomsunicado for sonths, and ln many cases for years now.

You and your government, and the people who vote for you, have created a systes of systesatic exploitation, op-
pression and degradation, the only yardstlck belng your ovn privileges. You have viifully and callously trampled
upon the rights and dignity of mllllons without bllnking an eye. You have made lavs that make a sockery of the lavs
of God. Vhen ve protested, you have threatensd, harassed, teargassed, beaten, laprisoned, detalned and kllled us.
Tou have promulgated a State of Emergency under whileh you nave given yourself and your security apparatus almost
limitless povers.

Tour grand deslgn of apartheid has falled. The ideclogicel battle for the nearts and minds of our people has fall-
ed. Your.so-called reforas have been exposed as merely cosmetlc, a pathetlc attempt to save vhatever you can of
apartheld for as long as you can. They have falled. The brutallity of the systea you have created, the violence you
sust employ to continue the life of your reglse, have falled. And for this fallure you are blaming us. That ls vhy
your governsent suziles the press and bans nevspapers. That 1s vy your pollce break up church services. That is
why you detaln so sany, including chlldren, vithout trial. And detentlon vithout trial 18 Just one of the vays In
which you have persistently tried to foree us into subalssion, to break our rightful resistance, and all the vhile
you vere trying to hlde the miserable fallure, the dissal husan tragedy that apartheld has become. Nov this actlon
is once again reminding you and the world of what you have done.

Over the years ve have spoken out against this flagrant abuse of the lav. Lavyers have denounced lt, the churches
bave petitioned aguinst it. Ry own church, the NG Sendingkerk, has been very clear in [ts vitness. Time and time
again it has condesned detention without trial as agalnst the demands of God's Justice, unbliblical and lohuman.
Mamercus are the Limes that the NC Send lngkerk, and so sany other Christlan churches ln this land, have called upon
Fou to cease | evil prectice. Parents bave pleaded vith you, spouses have petitioned you. You vere never unavare
of the pain misery you are causing through detention without trial. NMow, the hunger atrike forces you to recognise
the dire consequences of the deliberate contesmpt vith vhich you have trea 80 many of God's chlldren.

Vhyas | jolning them? Because | too vas & victis of arblitrary detentlon, [ first band of the paln and uncer-
tainty; of the tarror of solitary eonfinessnt and the unspeakable indignity and fear it brings. Because my church
has spoken so clearly and I hear in the eries of anguish esanating from your prisons now, the very volce of God
calling to his church to respond vith solidarity, love and witness. Because the Confession of Belhar tells us that
ve should stand vhere God stands, namely on the side of those who are volceless, to vhom Injustice ls belng done.
Becsuse Christian vitness without action seans nurth!.n( l.‘.h.r!.nm vitness vithout (painful) obedlence aisses the
Joy of true Christian discipleship,

quuﬂu-lﬂtum Release or charge us. This 1s thelr rl.;ht. That is the very least you could do. I
am Joining thes in the hope that you will listen. In the hope also that my sctlon will strengthen their plea. I
also bope that many others in the Christlan comsunity will Join se in this. | am avare that you are on record as
saying you v1ill not be 'blackmalled’. What an astonishing admission! [s a call for simple Justice blacimall?

But of course there is a deeper question. You are the Ninister of Lav and Order. Your smergency regulatlons place

‘the fate of all of us. in your hands. You can decide vhether people 1lve or die. Are you willing to do that? Fasting
untll death is not part of my religious or ecclesiastical tredition. Deliberately placing sy 1ife in danger is
irresponsible, I bave been taught. That mdy be so. But [ cannot stand 1dly by and watch those who are struggling
for Justice in Scuth Africa starve thamselves to death. Mone of us wish to die. But if this 1s the road ve sust take
o make you and your governmsant understand the svil of your vays, we will take it. Not gladly, not with pride, cer-
tainly with fear and tresbling. But I know now what God wants me to do. [ can only hope and pray that you know vhat
God vants you to do. For more than anything, Mr Ninister, I need to be faithful..It vas not easy for me to come to
‘this decision. But I now know vhat God wants me to do. I can only hope and pray that you know vhat God vants you to do,

Yours faithfully,
Reversid Dr Allan A Bossak (signed)
“13th Pebruary, 1969



