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JD/SB Februaryg 1, 1968

P/11/68

To: Universit: Principals
Chalrmoen University Councils
SHAC Presidents
Local Cemrittee Chairsen
Nacional IZxecutive
Advisory Panel
Mewspaner Zditor
Political Reporters
Students Edito.-
Honerary Officers

Dear Sir/ifedarm

Open lzcter To [inister of Justice re:
attacks on NUSAS

Attached is a copy of an open le ter which has
becn sent teo the iinister of Justice, Mr. T.C.
Pelser. It was drawn up by the Stendinz Comnm
ittzee of SRC Presidents whicn mat in Cane Town
last weell,

Yours sincercly

JCH DAFIEL
PRES TOENT



TO: The Honoraikle, The ['ins-ter of Justice,

Hear Sir

lational Unign of Scuth African Studente is, in cssencc,
no more than a coénfederation of the Student Representative
Councils of all affiliated Universities.

The function nerformed by the I'USAL Prosident at vhe
Head Qffice is one of ﬂc—nrdinatlﬂn and interpretation
of nolicy.

Conseguently, we feel tha®t any acticns taken aza ainst
LUSAS indirectly become interpreted as beling taken
~ainst affiliated Reprecentative Councils.

We wish to bring the following factec to your attention
and to the attention of the South .frican public:

1) In 1964, Mr. C.J. Driv.r +then President of INUSAS,
vias keld for 28 days under the 90-day devention
clause. On his release, Mr. Driver was told by
a nerber of the Security Police that there was no
suspicicn at all that MUSAS had been invoelved in
exbtra legal activities.

2) In 1966, Yr. I... Roberteon, thon President of NUS AS
was benned in terms of the Supgrcsﬁlcﬂ of Copmunisn
Act. [ deputation fror ¥USAS met the then Minister
of Justice, Mr. B.J. Vorster, in Pretoria to discuss
the benning. In a statement iscued after-the
meeting, the deputation stated, inter alia,

"He did not, however, contest fha Tnct that the

{ ~oetivitics of tho FMabional Union £111 whell;

within the low.™

¥

The VMinister of Justice's explanation in the

South African I"arliament .as to why he had benned !Mr.
Robertood ot with einciderable eriticicn. P
lcader of the GﬂﬂGElulﬂnl_uiT de Villiers Graaflf,
ool ™ Goacor vecther  we cannobt get the Hﬂnnrablc,
the Minister to soy that he is prepared to reconsicr
this matter in the interest of the general sccurity
of the people of South Africa and the gencral
feeling that here is a poscibility that an injustice
mey have been done

The M.P. for Ycﬂvllle, VMr. Maerels Steyn, said,

T personally oo a little pit worried Ghat there's

too much nisinforpstion on the foets which led the
liinister to act in this particular casz¢"

The meunber for ﬂau*h*ﬂﬂ, Mrs. H. Suzran, stoted,

The reason for thc banning mf Ton Roborhson eees

is one of the flimsiest and moct fatuous explonations
T have ever listened to."

3) 1In July, 1967, Dr. R. Hofienberg, Chairmen of the
NUSAS Adviscry Boord was banned. This proveoled
wide pread ‘protests. In Qctober you met a depuba-
tion from the 'Univzsrsity of Cepe Tovm. Fellowing
the interview, one-of the members ~f the deputation
Professor J. Brock, iscsued a statement, & portion



il I:"_*

of which read "Vith respect totthe Honorablo
Minister of Justice, I rust soy that nebhine he hae
gnid has given me any reasoeon to believe that it
(the banning) is justifiable in this scnse.™

4) In August, 1967, Mr. Jobn-:Danisl, a former
Acting PreEldent of NUSAS, was refused a passport
to travel to the United Stotes, No rcoson
was CAiVEels

5) In Septerber, 1967, ir. J. Sprack, Presicent-BElcet
of NUBAS for 19€8 wos served with o dencrtation
order signed by the Minister of the Inteoriore.

In the depcertation order, the Minister stated thet
hc was not prepared to disclose thc rcascns for the
scrving of the deportation order.

6) 1In Decerber, 1967, Mr. C.R. Ragaven, immediate Past
President ﬁf the Stulonts Repreascntntive Council
of the University of Natol, Non-European centre, apdd a
former Deputy Vice Pveslﬁent of TUSAE, was h“nncd.
ﬁ_g‘ﬂlﬂ ng reason was [’I'L"U":EIJ..

Ay _CCTURERS
Uith revard to these stuwdents we wish to malke the
follcwing pointe: "

a) That in nonc of thc abovenentirned cases, have any
of ¢he individuals becn arraigned fn any charge
bafore a court of law.i. . n accordance with the
present established form of Jjustice in this
COUNGIY «

b) Except in one casa, no expltanation was ever given
for any of the actvions taken by the Dupartrunt* of
Justice ond Intc rlﬂr. In the case ol tho banning
of Tan Aobertson, the Minister of Justice did
furnish an explanation in the Fouse of issembly.
iAs we hawve pointed cut above, this explanation
was both fazetually incorrect and entirely unsgsatic—
factory.

¢) There heve been former office bearers of the
Hational Union who have been invelved in extra lozal
cctivities, but fthese students acted in their indiv-
idual capacities and not as office beaorers of WUSAS.
In every instance, they were deprived by IUSAS of
any status previﬁusly accorded and censured for
their actions Further, it has never becen
sugzested in any public stmtunent that HUSLS 88
an orgonisation, has becen invelved in any e:trﬂ-
legal activitics. In fact, the only two nublic
statements in this re-ard which we have on record,
rmake the neint thot all the activities of NUSAS
have been within the law.

It has becn a toctlic of the Government to eripple
organizations opposed to its poliey by using arbitary
measures against their leaders. Therefore, we are
forced to presume that = vendetta Bs beine waged against
the Natlonal Union of Sputh Africoan Students and

student opposition as a whole. We arc forced, further
to conclude that this vemdetta is beins waged aq a result
of dissent‘'and that in the absence of any contravention
of the law, the Governrment is usinm "enesk tactics"

in dealing with 1ts cpponcnts.
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s sztudent lecaders whe formulabte the policy of the
Fational Union of South African Liulents, we belicve
that it is the Uepvernrent's duty te the public elither
to instituts a Judicial Comnission ¢f Inouiry to
exanine the activities of the Maticnul Union or to
abandon their eripnling treties. 1TUS.5 has nothing
to hide and it is guite rreparaed to suosnlt 1ts
records to the cerutiny of such a Commission.

B LGS

Duncan Innes (Prasitent, University of Cape Town,
Stulents' Representative Council)
ilike Robinson (President; Universit: of Fatal, Pieter-
raritzbury, Studlent=' Represcentative
Council)
Ken Jubber (President, Johamnesbury College of Bducation,
Studentas' Renrcscentative Council)
Peter Herris (Proesident, Rhodes University, Students'
Renresentative Council)
Mark Oriiin (Viece President, Witwo .crarand University,
Students Reprosentative Council)

John Daniel (Presiceont, National Union of Gouth
African Studcnta)
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