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SECTION V : DOCUMENTATION

TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW OF THE EEHEFPE.E:EHET#H? OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL OF
CHURCHES, BISHOP DESMOND TUTU. THE INTEAUIEW WAS BROADCAST BY SABC-TU ON SUNDAY,

NOVEMBER 28, 1978, THE INTERVIEWER WAS MA C SAUNDERS OF SABC=TW .
CS. The gensral-sscretary of the South African Council of Churches, the Rev

Desmond Tutu, leaves for Europe tomorrow to raise funds for the SACC = a

body which represents some 24 denominations in South Africa which, in turn,
reprasents some 13-million black and white Christians. The bishop's wisit
fFollows a recent remark by the Minister of Justice, Mr Jimmy Kruger, who

zaid that in tha past few years the SACC had received R7-million in donations
from foreign soucces, and that the organisation should diselese how it spent
this money in South Africa.

Now, Bishop Tutu, I think the first thing to confirm is: Does the SACC receive
such vast guantitiss of money from abroad and is it true that some §0% of the
fund comas Prom foreign sources?

OT. Yes, it is trus that a very large propertion of the funds that the Council
af Churchas receives comes From our sister churches overseas.

CS. Is the percentage abgut 507
oT. It is roughly ebout that.
Cs. Now BEishop, the sources - could you identify, very briefly, the main sources

of your funds”

oT. Yes, it is tha churches in Germany, It is the churches in Scandinavian countriss,

. it is churches in Switzerland, Holland, in the UK and in tha United States.
Cs. These churches and church urganisatinné - éra they all affiliated to the WCC?
0T, Yes _

CS. Bishop, to get down to the nitty. gritty, it is clear that the bulk ﬁf funds

being used by the SACC in this country comes from sources which are ganerally
hostile to this country. In othear words, what has been called the South African’
way of life. . ' :

For example, the WCC and its foreign membaers - thay openly support terrorism and
violent overthrow of white governments in Southern Africa. Mow, do you not feal ,
that in view of this, the monmey which is received by the SACC from foreign sources
is tainted or suspect? ' " '
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OT. Well, I have to say to you guite frankly that I reject completely your
premise that these churches support terrorism. Because sven ths WCC has in-
dicated times without number that the grants that it gives to the liberation. -
movemants ara grants given for humanitarian purposes. It is grants that ars
given in order to demonstrate a solidarity of the internatiocnal Christian
community with.those who are struggling for justice.

It does not say, and this they have underlined repeatedly, it does not say
therafora, that the WCC condones. the methods that-are_uﬁﬂd by those who have
- rightly or wrongly - opted for armed struggle, Nor does it say "we support
you in the way ypu are doing whatever you are-doing, but we support you for
the goal which is an open society". And therasfore, I must say again that T must -
re ject your premise. - ]

Cs. Bishop Tutu, can I remind you that in 1974 when Or Lucas Fischer was in South
Africa - a prominent member of the WCC - he said that he condoned, and the
WCC condoned, what he called the nnnstruttiug_uiulahcg-nf tha libearation
movements. And also we have had obviously funds given by Ehu:mtﬂ to various -
organisations. This raar the Patriotic Frnnt and Ewapu.

oT. Yes, but you arte cnming back to tha sama thing. I mean, I have to alsu undar-
line repeatedly it has been said, and it was whan these grants wers mada,
that thesy ars grants made for humanitarian PUTPOSES, And I have to say again -
that the special fund From which these grants are ‘made is a fund that was set

up to assist racially dppressed gruups ruund thﬂ unrld - not nnly in Southearn
Africa. . : o

Cs. You say humanitarian purpuaas. But can- I taka yuu up on that pnint ‘then? That
the gensral-secretary of the WCC, Dr Philip Pnttar, has said quite catsgurzcﬂlly

that tha WCC has no control over tha funds it giuaa, and that it has to trust the o

people it gives the money to. So that tha WCC, in other uurds. doas nut Rnnu '
this money is haing used. for humanitarian purpuses;__

DT. I think that one can concede to-soms axtant tha Fa:t that 1t is dlrficult
to monitor how the funds-ara used. But i would like to say two things oo that
score: One: those who are the rEﬂlﬂiBntE of thaaﬂ granta ara not. so nalve ‘as
to erode the goodwill of those who have gsaid wa are giving you the money for
this specific purpose. Thay are aware that that klnd of-action wuuld immadlataly
evaporate any goodwill thay might have had._ -

The second point is thosa inunluad in the armad struggla have s0 many nthsrs :

who are able and wanting to give them arms that it would not be a problem fof them

to gat arms., It wnuld be ex:aaﬁingly unmias for tham td ask fur Funds undar
falsa pretences. : : A
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CS, Now you have mentioned the question of eroding goodwill, But-to get back to
the original guestion I put to you - in other words -money being tainted and
suspect from abroad. Surely the motives must be suspect becauss no organisa=-
tion hostile to South Africa would pump millions into this country unless it
fFalt that this money was paying dividends to its purpose. And in this case
ue know the purpose is to support the militants and ravolutionary elements.
In other words, to change the order of things in South Africa.

oT. Well, I made it quite clear from the way the funds are used that your allegation
is guite groundless. Becauss, I mean, if the funds were usaed at all in a
subversive way, tha sscurity laws of this country are so rigid that it would
be impossible for any organisation with the kind of scrutiny that we are getting
to get away with it, I would like to spell out how the money is used if you would
like me to do that. .

Cs. I would at a latar stanme. At this point can we just concentrate on anathar
thing. Do you give a detailed report to the foreign prganisations who supply
you with funds?

DT, Je repart to two ssts of people because the money is church monay. Wa report
to the churches in South Africa at our national conference annually wheras our
sccounts ars tabled and are gone through with a fine tooth comb after they
have been auditsd by a reputables firm in Johannesburg. s

CS. But you also rsport to the foreign sources that provide you with the money.

DT. They are foreign sources only in so far as they are in foreign lands,. But I
mean as members of tha Christian community we believe we belong one to another
and they assist us.as their fellow Christians. o

Cs. Thay are also organisations which are hostile to the South African way of life
and which support organisaticns such as tha Patriotic Front, Em?pu and tha
ANC for instance. - : .

DT. Not, let me try to get you away from this particular point ... no, no they are
not hostile to South Africa. They are hostile to a particular policy. This is
the kind of thing we kesp gatting in this country, that when you criticise
a particular political party policy that you are thereby ipso facto being
unpatriotic. I am very deeply, passionataly, in love with South Africa. I am
s patrict. But I can tsll you that until my dying day I will eriticise,and
criticise vehemently, anything that I belisve is inconsistent with the
Gospal of Jesus Christ. And the present policies ~of the Government of South
Africa are to me such.. '
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Bishop, I concede the point that these organisations are hostile to ths
South African Government, But at the same time will you concede that they
favour the terrorist organisations such as Swapo, the Patriotie Front and

-
2 i'_.'?

They have done nothing of the sort. I mean theay are supporting groups that
are struggling for justica in very many parts of the world.

But they give money to these groups?

Yas, but I mean lat us speak about the money which they give to us which
was the subject of the Minister's interview.

. No, I wes trying to gstablish a link between thase organisations and beatueen
the AND, Swapo and the Patriotic Front organisation...so I was asking you
if you do not agree then that they are favourable to these organisations?

Yell, there are those of them who do that, but I've got to point out that the
fund, the Special Fund, is sarmarked money. It doesn't come out of tha general
fund that is made available by the various churches. So that each specific
church decides that it is geing to make an allocation to the Spacial Fund,

And I don't need to point out to you that there has been considerable contro-
varsy in turcps and other parts of the world from the churches te show that
they are not sort of monochrome, and they are constantly self-critical.

S8ishop, you indicated that you have to report to these foreign sources on
what you do with these funds. But now is it not logical to assuma that what

is being done with these funds, what you tell them in other words, satisfiss
them to the extent that they continue giving the SACC funds? And Bishop, if that 15
logical, then is it not just as logical to conclude - this is tha way people
think - that these organisations are satisfisd that the SAEC activities in South
Africa support their hostils idaas -~ be 1t then aven in an indirect or peacaful
way?
Now again I would like for us to take issue with your keeping dn speaking about
them as"organisations". That seaems to me "political organisations". Now I want
to stress again and again that these are churches with which even the Dutch
Reformed Church has bsen in relation until recently; that these ars churchas,

But thay are supporting political and terrorist ocrganisationas ,
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wait a bit, I haua to maka ‘my pnint. mhun ?nu kaap calling. tham “nrgani—
sations" you want to get into the minds of various panpla that these are.
not,. in fact, churches - whereas their primary cancern, and I've got to
underline these, their primary concern is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Is
justice, Is love. Is reconciliation, Is.peace. These "grganisations", you -
call them, ares churches that are concernad. for freedom, for a new society
in South Africa. And they will give anything for us to bring about. the
change that even the Government has straaaad is snmathing that nught to

" happan.

But many peupla will say that althnugh they ara Ehrlstian, the way: thgy .
see their task, in.other words by supporting terrorist organisations,. ‘they
are nevertheless jgupgrdlslng the security of tha pnnpla in Euutharn
Africa. ALY

Let us come to the funds Lhat'ihay ﬁa&e us and how thay éﬁe_ﬁsﬁﬂ; bacause

'that is what the Minister spoke about. He spoke about terrorism and .in thaf_

context he mentioned the SACC, These funds ars usad: 1n varigus areas, One

iz in the area of education. We have an African bursary fund. This is whers
these monies are used. These monies are usad in self-help projects, In community
development., In rural deualupmant. That is where this money is used. Then, and
this is lrpnrtant, the funds are used, parti:ularly the Hslngani Fund monies,
are used to give relief to people who fell Foul of occurrences- ainta June 1976,
But also they have done a tremendous thing uf nrnuiding lagal daFan:a for '
those had up for political: offencas.

8ishop, accepting that you do gnnd work: uith thesa funds and with thaaa UETlDUSII

programmes, ars you also not in effect showing aulidarlty with the revolutionaries :

in South Africa? Because is it not so that some. of the SACC's ‘main programmas,
and a lot of its money, is to assist those, as you said, who run foul .of South
Africa's security laws and thesir dependants? Are. you nnt shuuing anlldarity
with these people by dnlng sn? - . .

Well, one nF the things you are assumlng, and 1t 15 ong of" thu awful things
about South Africa today, is: that somsone is gullty until he has proved. that he
is innocent. This is one of these awful thlngs, we have had this sad abrogation

~of the rule of law. Nou we balisva that sach person has the ‘right. to the best

possible legal defence that he -can get, and ‘that is not to say we condone
whatever he may have besn allagad %0 have committed, and I would have thuught
that a Minister of Justice would have been excesdingly plqasad that there was
an organisation that was hulping him in tha administratiun nF Just1ca._ '
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CS. But Bishop, let us look at the overall effect. You aré halping psople-
who are accused of ravolutionary activities. Now whether they are
innocent. or not, the fact of the matter is: are you not giving a sense
of security insofar as he knows that-if he-is- caught he will have a good.
defence and that his dependants will be cared for? Do you not agree then,
that in this way you are encouraging the revolutionary in South Africa -
innocent or not? : _ ' ' : : " '

0T. Now you are pointing up-to annthar aqu1.FEétu:a uf'uu:.landi whiqhﬂsays that
supposing that someone is guilty of an of fencey that you punish not only the _
miscreant, but you have to punish any and sverybody agsciated with him, That is

a very odd aiece of jurisprudence.

ES. You spent a large amount of mnnéyfun people who have fallen foul of tha'securiﬁg
laus. Do you spend an equivalent amount un.pnqr-panpla_mhu have to appear in
court for reasons of common crime? : e ' -

oT. These psople are often able to go to the legal aid centres to find that kind of
assistance, and in any case they are usually involved in cases that are not as
expensiva as these particular ones. And these ars a special category. We balisvs
that a great deal of what is happening is due to. the sick nature of our society.

CS. Bishop, what is your attitude to violent mathuds?'ﬁfa:yuu_a.man:af peace?

DT. I am a man of peace but I am not a pacifist. I am not a pacifist. I am struggling
at the present time to avert what the former Prime. Minister called the altesrnative
too ghastly to contemplate, I and all of our churches are working- to bring about
change reasonably peacefully. Nots, I say reasonably peacefully, because we-cannot
say that the South African situation is non-violent. Ever since June 1976, if T.
can take that ons. The number of people who disd, especially in the black :
community, indicates that we are in a violant situation, that we are striving to
avert the holocaust. o ATy : X e

CS. Uhere you are interestad in methods of peaca, is it not also. trus that yau
supported the R74 000 which the WCC gave to the Rhodesian Patriotic Front, -

which is an organisation that murders miasiunarisaﬁand ciuiliané;fuhich_shunts*
down a civilian aircraft, massacres.the ‘survivors, and which has perpatrated

many other atrocities? And you are also on rescord as .saying ~. I am quoting you -
that the"SACC should not abandon our brothers and sistsrs whers the courss they’
decide to take is one of violence". - IR, ' ' e
Now this appears to indicate while you éba not paraqnallyga-ﬂinlaht man, that you '
support  viclence against governments? - . SILR IR T A : :
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oT. I would lika you to -know that tha flrst stataﬁant you mada is- absulutely

wrong because there is nnmherﬂ that 1 said 1 suppﬂrtad that parti:ular

grant. - -~ _
CS. Don't you support it?: s
Df. “And I would like to come to the second point. The éacnnﬂ'pnint in fact, ‘is

a2 statement that comes from the Lambeth Confersnce -in which, in ‘passing a
resolution on human rights, the Lambeth Conferesnce said in many parts of the
world there are those involved in the struggle for human_righta at great’

cost to themselves and often the struggle may become violent. And the

Lambeth Conference of Anglican hlshups said we must pot abandon them even ]
when the struggle becams violent, This is to say they do. not. ceass to ba

your brothers and sisters. ] say that even if your child mlEbEhEUBE ias LF
your child ﬂlshahaues hnrrandnusly, that nhild dnas nnt caaaa to be ynur '

child.
ES. Da ydu not than support thE R74 000 gluen tu tha P%trlut;: Frnnt by tha MEE :
- and alsg the Al12 000 given to Swapo? ' : . A -
oT. I have not salq I do or I don't. .
;5. But - could ?nu_say? _. | :
- DT. I'd like to say why the WCC gava it.
CS. I am trying to find out uhat ynur attituda 13 tnmarﬁs-thasa Fuﬁda-- -
.. DT. 1 have been on record wlth the EAEE that ue mnuld nut auppnft tha granting nf
these funds. : e T e “ LERACE | ' e
C5. So you are against ths granting of thase fu;&s?
_ﬁT; Yes, But I'd like you to knnu why I am gaylng uhaﬁ-l ﬁm.saying. It is that I

find that we have a selective murality in South’Africa. Thaese granta have mada
people begin to think a littls more daaply about the. uhnla issue of ulnlsnca, and
we are very guick to condamn, and I have condamnad actions of uiulenba by -

those who in this country we call’ tarruriats. But T haua not heard tha samg

kind of condemnation, the same senss of- nutraga, axprassed against the uinlanna
say, of the South African armed. forces going: in hut pursuit 1ntn Hngnla, or the
Rhodesians into Fnzamhlqua ar IaMhla. : . :

Cs. Do you not regard it as rataliatnry;raidﬂ? };-"”

Y/ | P



B

EcuNews Bulletin 33/1978 . =18 - [_jg';'gr_.it;af_ 1, 1978 .

. . ° . ] v - N . o -
;;---*-411-1---i-tl------rqriitttlipm-.¢14-1--g--ii-m[-iill#ll-l--iiililllill!Ii!

OT.

Cs.

DT.
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Not when thay kill women and children. Because that is done h?ftﬁa EﬂUfﬁ.'”
Africans. That is not viclence in your view, Is that not' violence when

they kill womsn and children in the camps.and we have a banner headline in most of
our newspapers "Thousands killed", reported almost gleefully, MNow I condemn
that and I would expect Christians who say thay condemn .violence would condemn:
that kind of violence as well, Lo =R s A o

In other words, you condemn the kind of raids that South Africa does where it
crosses into another country as a retaliatory raid against the terrorist forcaes
which have camps over thera, which we know opsrate from thoss countries into
neighbouring countries such as South West Africa, murdering mainly civilians?
This being a terrorist activity? - RS L N '

I would like to say again that if the South African forces were able to say to
me that we are clear, that-our thactiuas-énd'what-ma have in fact destroyed
are only military places, I would accept that. Maybe that sort of thing should
happen but they will not becauss they know it is hot trus, Thay have been able
to go into the refugee camps, and thera is proof of this, that they haye killed
women and children. And that is ‘violance. -’ R o o '

Where did you get this proof, Bishop? Eacausa tha3Eﬂq£h ﬂfriﬁan'fﬁrcéa éay'
constantly that their targets ars the terrorists and.these are the psople thay-

. kill, although they would conceds. that:.some innocent people would suffer as a

consequence, if they are in the vicinity of the camps,

Yas, but you are now saying that some innocent people ... how many are"soma" 7
This is the point I am trying to make, Let us condemn: violence, and [ would
1ike us sven more than condemning the violarce that is sort of outsidas, to
condemn the structural violence that is in this country. b :

A final guestion, or should 1-§ay a'quutaliﬁn'wﬁicﬁ 1 shuQId'likﬂ'vuur:ﬁnmmant'r '

" on. And that it was Russia's communist leader, Lenin, who said, and I gquote

him here: "Our most fruitful area is. tha area that is the fisld of religion.™.
He said bacause raligious people were the most gullible of all, they would B
belisve almost anything., éverything, if it as presented ina religious form. -

Very good. Now I can say to ?uﬁ:again_tﬁaL:wa5ﬁﬁﬁE;had'tha pritiﬁig@-laﬁéllﬁd '
at ths Christian Church that it preaches pie-in-the-sky when you dia. People
are missrable on earth and you tell them: Don't worry, things will be alright

in the hereafter. No. We say that the Gospel that Jesus Christ brought to this

earth is a Gospel that says Goad loves you and wishes you : to. have Pulress of .
life here. _ ; 7. - Tt . ) e, O _

IJE5U5 Christ iilliiiillll‘i;lltf;;:
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Jesus Christ fed tha hungoy on this earth, lasus Christ healed the sick
on this sarth, He did not say "Oh you are sick. Dan't worry, it will bs
alright when you get to Hoaven". And we arse carrying out that ministry
that Jesus Christ has given us, And it is a ministry also sseking justice
for the oppressad, for

tha eaxploited, seeking psace and reconciliation.

tnd 1 am saying I am giwving my whole life to this whole endeavour of trying
to bring about peaceful changs in South Africa so that black and white
togethar can stride forth proudly, holding hands into this future whera

we will matter not becausa of the colour of our skins, but we will matter

bacause we ars human beings made in. the image of -God.




