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This Council of the SACC calls upon all its member churchses tu.pé:tiniﬁata in
the National Day of Prayer for the peoplz of Crossroads which haji besn organi-
sed for Sunday July 30, 1978, under the auspices of the Ministery' Fraternal

of Langa, Nyanga and Guguletu. _ j

It suggests to all :largy that they sheould praach that day on t?a importance
of family life. . X

: - i .
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The South African Council of Churches gives thanks to God for the life and
work of the Rev Dr Ezekiel Mahabane, and will always treasure its long
association with this great man of God who servad -the Council with devotion
and distinction from its inception until his death sarlier this year.

Ezekiel Mahabane was present at the historic mesting in Bloemfontein at
which the Council was formed in 1936. In 1962, again in Bloemfontein, ha
prasided over the Natignal Conference at which the Council began to taks
its present shape as a Council of Churches instead of an association of
missionary agencies. Or Mahabane was tha product of the missionary
endeavour out of which the Council was born and he lived to become one of
the wisest and most respected South African Church lsadars.

His commitment to ths ecumenical movement was complete and is summed up in
a spesech which he delivered to the Council in 197Z.

"I have aluays been committed to Church union as a vision, now I beliave
it can bscoms a reality",

As a member of the Council for 42 years, as its Prasident and as its Honorary
Life President he scught ta make the vision a reality. Ha represanted tha
South African Churchas at the Assembly of the World Council of Churches in
1971 and was for many years a highly respected member of tha Central Committee
of the WCC. He played a prominent part in tha formatiod of the All Africa
Conference of Churches and in World Methodism. Nearsr homs, he was

President of the Witwstersrand Council of Churches and also its Honorary

Life President st the time of his death. :

Ezekiel Mahabans was a man of the peopla - ke motho wa batho. He loved them
and they loved him. He was never afraid to defend their rights or speak out
on their behalf. He was tha Methodist Superintendent minister -at Sharpe-
ville and of Scweto during the dark and dreadful days of 1960 and 1976,
manifesting the supreme courags, concern and compassion which wers the hall-
marks of his ministry. His love for God and man was degper than his voice
and there was assurance and certainty in those bottom bass™tones. UWhen

- "E E" had spoken, there was nothing mors to say for God had endowed him

with the gift of saying the right thing at the rlght tima.

When the degree of Doctor of Law was cunferrad upan him hy tha Unlusrs1ty,
of the Witwatsersrand, the citation read: :

"8y naturs he is a man of peace, a man without fear; by training he is a
man of negotiation and dialogue. In many difficult.situations these qualities
have been invoked in the causs of rannnclllatlnn betwean tha ranas".

/DF ﬂahab‘aﬂE E d--._ti-i-lii-i--ril.r--li-ii
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RESCLUTIONS. ADOPTED AT THE TENTH NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE EHEE:“

—_—

.5‘

Overseas Investments and loans

1.

.

/B

lWhereas

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is concerned with the whols 1ife of man, it
thersfors has a dirack bsaring on sconomic issuss and investment policy.

And wn=reas

Foreign investments in and loans to the Republic of South Africa and
economic organisations within it are made in conformity with the normal
principles of business in the free enterpriss systam, namsly to maximise
profit by all lsgitimate means,

and foreign investors do not necessarily regard themselves as bound by
Christizn moral principles, nor by the political aspirations of people -
who consider themselves oppresssed,

conseguently thay tend to operats within the framework establishad by
the existing political powsr structurs, and any ad justments to accommo-
date "humanitarian" concerns or pressuras usually take place only
within this frameweork. (i)- '

And whareas

This framework howayer macdified from tima to time, still derives from

a doctrine and policy af racial separation which the Churchss in the
1966 "Massage to the Pecople of Socuth Africa" categorically condemned and
re jected as a "false offer of salvation” as "depending on the mainte-
nance of white supremacy, thus rooted in and dependsnt on a policy

of sin". '

-ty

And whereas

The economic system of the Republic is primarily based on a zystem of
migratory labour, which denies blacks their basic human and family

rights and turns them into forsigners and rightless labour units in

the land of their birth (ii) and has for decades recruited and utilized

tha labour of surrcounding Southern African tarritoriess without channelling
back into them a proporticnate shars of the wealth gensrated (iidi)

And whereas

In a =ituation of escalating conflict throughout Southern Africa, thara
is urgent worldwide consideration as to (a) how to bring to an end with
the minimum of violance and suffering the South African system of
institutionalised violsnce and the armed struggle, (border warfara,
urban tarrorism) which threaten to plunge the entire sub-continent inte
the horrors of racial and civil war, and -

(b) hou to facilitates orderly transition towards a just, sustainable
and participatory socisty in South Africd; (iv)

And whereds .sssssssssssssanspansns
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B. And whareas

To an increasing =xtent Scuth African blacks, while not © nying the
values of concessions, amel.orative measuras and economic i1ssistance
to black projects (particularly i~ cormunications, leader: up training
and community dev pmant), Cejact reliance on palliative: and many
evan reject all furthar foreign inveatments and loans, anc accepting
the suffaring tha® wculd ensue, reiterase fheir damand fo: justice and
challengs all ~2n al gosduiil to join thelr peaceful stru. jle for
liberaticr arg Full AumzA Tights in tne land of thair 01T (w)

Eile

e

{l
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e, as tha MNat:ionzi Conersnce af thi 5ACC

a) Confess &-a% Le havsi tarcad to sonfsem to the apacths d society
insteal of presanting a Tnristian altaernative. .

b} are neuw cemE3i.as ST censrgat ard dacidae ypon the mor.. 1SSUES
iAvslJed in acinamic relatin~srips betwsea tha develiopd and
daveloprng usr.c and Sst.ese wne Ragublic of South Afr ca and its

ma jor “inancial pariners A g
foreign investnent and Loans.

o2

2 ar, gspecially in espect of

i
- _|_.|l.!.

c balis.a that foraica .m.zscmzac, ard loans have largely been usad
to sugpart to: mrauaiiinn patistns of powser and privilagz:.

d) urgentiy call s farsigin countries ana urganisations; foi the

' sake of juztica ko rawvizs rcadicalie hheir invastment policies
and snplayrert sractines im ragacd oo Soutn Africa, in such 3
way as to barstfit taz total population of Soubn ffrica.

e) rommit surssiv2s Eo 4 more Fasibful ssowardship, and a just
eharine af oA s areTy C =n, + 4 . A2CONTMLG ﬂg}'}’]fhﬁﬁities
entrusted %0 u3 (wvii).

) reguess memcar churches and observar churches of the Council to
consider and scopost thnis rasolubtion. '

Footnotes:

i) "The traditicnal or cl.assical fumcticn of sosinass Ls to maximise
profits in a compebitiJe markai place,

i) &) F. Wilson: Migant vabour un 3oukh Africa {SACC 1972) ch.8
B) "Coar die hele lang hat ans 1n dis akoaomiesa sin van dis
wears ans bastaar g2ose op dis teeprweardigheid: van swart-
memss sn Ful a-seid", P, Marars (LU Moorrsesburg) Die Burger
23.4.1378. : N
iii) F., Wilson idem pp. 1=5 _
F. Wilson "inkacnacicnal Mintation in Southsrn Africal
in Intermatioral Migcation PBswiew, wol. 10, Mo 1
Wintsr 1376 (pp 472-3) '
iv) Sprocas Econamic Ccimmissian, Powsr Privilege and Pouarty

"_ongterm goals”

/ U]In an interview .- ..s4.
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) In an intsrview with UPI shortly after his release 7 ton five
mocnths' detention Dr Motlana, former chairman of Saowahn’s
Committze of Ten, "impatiently brushed aside the concessions
(made by the South African government since the June 1376
township riots. 'I shall not belisve the government is serious
about making changes until the pass laws are removad'

Argus 24.,4.78,

vi) Sprocas Economic Commission: Power Privilsgs and Poverty, p 60 ff.

vii) Sprocas Church Commission: Aparthaid and tha Church pp. 74-6

INVESTMENTS : DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN : The Role of ths South African Churches

We, the National Conference of ths South African Council af Churches

Confess that ue have tended to conform to the apartheid scciety instead of
presenting Christian alternatives, ' '

Belisving that

1) We have a rasponsibility to contribuks towards radical peaceful changs
in South Africa, '

2) and that, in Scuth Africa zpé:ifically, athics and econaomics are
inextricably intertwined in relation to the apartheid policy,

A, We call upon all churches in South Africa to axamine thair investment
policies, and especially the basis on which they invest in business
organisations to establish what influsnces they can bring to bear
on thess organisaticns for: | '

i) improvemant in busin93§ practices and in léhuur ralations through
negotiations with Black Trade Unions (whether officially rescog-
nised or not) and for squitables conditions and opportunities for
all employesas.

ii) extension of the right to family life for all wu:keré (therafore
the phasing out of ths migratory labour system).

8. We alse call upon all business organisations oparating within South
Africa,

i)  to ensure a just participation by all in the sconomic sphere in
South Africa by recognising and negotiating with Black. Labour
Tracde Unions, (whather officially recognised or not), as bargain-
ing partners in the economic process. -

ii) to implement a housing policy and.tu méka reprasentation to the
relevant govarnment departments to allow all employees to enjoy
a stable family life in proximity to their work.

C. We express our solidarity, both spiritually and materially with thoss
businessmen, particularly with small companies, who taks initiativas in
this regard. '

/L'JE I‘EEE:lUEI that the T R R R EE R



EcuNews Bulletin 20/1978 . -18- .0 July 21, 1978

We resoclys that the Justice and Raconciliation Division shall raquest and
receive reports from churches and report on company practices in accordance
with the codes of ethics and report tharaun to tha EHEE Executlua.

—— — _I--d"--“-—-‘_-—‘------“————'-_-

...........

The SACC, through its National Cenfarence, Exscutive and principal officars,

from time toc tims spaaks Tu the nation on beshalf of tha Church.
When it does =0 in o© EﬁlEﬂE to ths Word of God, particularly -in rBaPEEt of
Objsct (X) of its Constitution:

Mig promote tha study of national and social problems affescting the
Church and to bsar faitnful witness to Christian printiples in matters
relating to ths wslfare of all the psople of our land, and to taks such
action and to make such representaticns as ara in accord with Christian
convictions and a desira to sse in South Hrr1:aa social order consistent
with the Gocspsl of Jssus Christ';

it belisves it bhas tha support and backing of the member churchas.

try of public Christian witness depands on close

In the long run this miris

reciprocal relationships bstussn the Council and its constituent mambars, in-

the fellowship af %ns Holy Spirit. Therefors this Confarence urges all concerned -
church representativas a2 1

Iy 3
r- SACEC staff - to ngive high and continuing priority

to maintaining and ning this fallowship in the Sgpirit.

It is desirabls tha%t tha SACC strengthen its tiss with the desnomipaticns,
through closer consultation, especially where businaess must be considered
in advance. The 3ACC is concacnsd about its depend=nca on predominantly
overseas supp::t, ard while appreciating this support, would prafer a
closer identification financially by the Scuth Afriean churches with its

aims and objects.

It is understood that many member churches will if necessary disregard the
provisions of the Welfare Acts, wheare they consciantiously believe them to
impinge upon the sssential activities of the Chucrch for the credible
proclamation of thas Gospsl. Conference expects that member churchss will
support the SACC if it takes a similar stand. It is requested that member
churches communicatd ths dscision of this conferanca tn the clergy and lamt;
of their own churchss. :

The Council supports the prophetic ministry of its Eaﬁéral Secretary and
commends him in praysr to almighty God.

—— —— - i —— T A A S - e —— e DA S IS EED T RN S mme mem rer meTem

The National Conference of the South African Council of Churches calls on all
churches in Southern Africa to give concrete expression to their unity in
Christ by organising themselves into multi-racial units on the nationa,
regional and local lsvels, and that clergy appointments ﬂhnuld ba mads
regardless of race. .

pe— — e S S AR A
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In the present situation of unemploymesnt this Conference calls upon all
employers, including Government bedies, local authoritiss, businssses,
churches and private individuals, to do all that -they can to providse
employmsnt, even at some cost to themselves, and to avoid retrenchmant
wherever posszible. '

———— H----ﬂﬂ——_ﬂ—-----ﬂ-h——----ﬂ_——.q S e e G S S e — e - — T s e

We, as mambars of ths National Confersnce of the SACC wish to express with
loving concaern our salldarity and sympathy with Or Beyzrs Nauds “and other
Christians who ars absent dus to banning or detzntion.

Ws want to remind thsm trat, although thay are not a'lowed to bs presant
with us here, we ars united with them in the Spirit. '

e wish to assure them of our persistsnt prayars for their szpsedy rasleass
as well as for their well-bsing and ths well-being of their families.

"If one membsr of the body suffers, all suffsr tegethar; if one member is
nonoured, all rejoice togsther".

l, Corinthians 12:25

---—h-———-——--H'"'————-‘-"ﬂ‘-ﬂ'—'——-—-ﬂ———-_q‘d- —— T — — L . S B i ke —

A. Belisving that the Church cannot ramain passive in this time of crisis
and that the present state of separation, division and suspicion can
only escalate into blcody Civil War, this National Confsrence of the
SACC supports the many calls which have baen made by South Africans
for the holding of a National Cecnvantion, where all the true leaders
of our peopla can jointly plan for tha Futurs.

= We belisve that only by treating an opportunity for Epen and honast
debate can the fears and hates which exist at pressnt be explored and
through God's grace be transformsd into dynamic hope for a peaceful
future.

Furthermore, belisving that it is not sufficiesnt to make maraly verbal
demands, we urge all Christians to put their faith and commitmant +o
our Lord Jesus Christ before all racial, cultural and linguistic |
considerations and to prepare to suffar and to sacrifice in order to
ensure thst such a convention takes placa. '

B. The Conference requests tha Division of Justice and Reconciliation
to give most urgent attention to identifying ways in which Christians
and member churches could strsngthen, support and rendsr effectiva
the demand for a National Convention.

I e i i — e — i ——— —_— s _— - - — T A P s e

This Council of ths SACC viesws with great concern the limitations placed
upon the ministry of the churches to persons held under security legislation.

/Eé therefore direct the seesecscssssrassscssssorsnsson
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We thersfore direct the Exscutive of SACC to make reprasentations tao
appropriate authoritiss with a view to ensuring that tha churches may be
able to exarcise their ministry to detainees, and in particular that it may
be possible for detainees to be visited by a clargyman, to possass a 8ible
and to receive ths sacraments of their church.

Wa further direct the Executive of SACC to report the rasults of such
rapressntations to membsr churches by the end of 1973,

S R e e —— = L S AN N SN SN M W SN e wm mmrmm o

This Council abhors thz naws of the mest recent death in detertion of
Lungile Tabalaza, Wa sxpress our sympathy with, and our praysrs for,

relativaes of the deceased detaines. \

mmediats abglition of Section 6 of tha Terrorism Act and

ustice we ask that zll those detainsd havae access to a fair
court of law. We thus uphold, unaquivocally, that a

it until provad guilty. '

We demand tha
in the nams of
trial in an epal
person is inno

-.J[-I
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3 ith Afritan Council of Churchas deplores the
detention of twe of its uorksrs, Mr Rommel Roberts and Mr Tom Manthata.

We kncu tham to b3 man of %kas highest principles and committed. Christians.

ported by the South African Council of Ehﬁrchaﬁ,
idence in thair integrity and Christian

ark whizh they have been doing as an essential part of the
53 ans S13EDY.

We therefore csll upcn the authoritiss to release fr Rabercts and Mr
Manthata or to charge them in a court of law without delay.

This Council furthar calls upon tha Executive of the SACC Eo pursus thisg
matter with tha Prime Minister and the Minister of Poplice and Justice as
a matter of urgenazy. ' ' '
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This Confersrce of tha SACC notes with concern that the civil aubhorities
have declared their intention of daemolishing the Emergancy Camp at Croas-
roads in ths Caps Peninsula, which providas accommodation For an sstimated
3 000 families, comprizing some 20 people. '

Dempolition of those nomes would involve the disruption of the Family life

of these psopls, and tha dastruction of a settled and law abiding community.

In the name of ChTLEtlaﬁ compassion we call upon the civil authorities to
allow these psople to stay whers they are until thay can be provided with
adequate accommedation in the Uasuarn Cape within reasonable distance of
their places of work. '
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Or Mahabane's hair was white and his face was black, but his heatt knew no -
colour. He served on the Executive Committes of the Institute of Race Relations
for 31 years and bescama its president in 1976. He was uncompromising in his
opposition to every form of injustice and discrimination but he was completaly

free from bitterness racognising in esvery person the authentic marks of a
child of God.

" E E"™ began life as a heardboy on the mountains ef Lesotho and becamsz a
shepherd of Cod's people. He was Superintendent of thas largast Mathodist
Church in the world, but like . ths illustrious founder of his Church, John
Wesley, "the world was his parish", Dr Mahabane belonged to us all and ws
remember him with affection and gratitude as God's prophet and our father
and friend.

Robala ka khotso, Ntate.




