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Appendix IV.

The origins and the decline of the Roosboom Vil}age and the struggle
of its community for survival.

e
" %

The story of the Roosboom Village goes back as far as the year 1907.
In that year a black Christian Joseph Kumalo who was exempt from -
Native Law in MNatal, secured a written lease from the farmer Boers
of the farm Roosboom:Lot 1,situated a few kilometers from Ladysmith
on the road to Estcourt. At the szme time he obtained an option to
purchase the farm at £1/5s per acre. The size of the farm was 1,510
acres. Originally the option lasted only until the year 1908.
Thereafter it was extended to 1913, the price per acre remaining
unaltered. ' )

Mr. Kumalo was anxious to buy the farm, but found it difficult to
raise the necessary money. A surveyor by the name of Clement H. Stott
of Pietermaritzburg helped him to secure the money for buying the
farm. Mr. Kumalo ther bacd to make arrangements for repaying the loan.
He formed a syndiczte of 48 black families. _Each of these families
acquired a piece of land on the farp at 25 shillings per acre. In
addition Mr. Kumalo took care that ™o hundred ore/hz1f zecze zlots
uere 8T &side a8 township stands for people who wanted to settle in
this area. These township stands were sold at R11.00 per half acre.
Owners of the township stands' were at the same time given the right
to—make use of a 200 acres commonage.

Strict rules were laid down for maintaining ®rder im the village.
Persons addicted to drinking®wsere not allowed in the village.
Witch doctors were notdpermitted to practice in the community.
Fighting or roaming sbout of young people with concertinas was
prohibited. :

The farming activities of the originsl members of the syndicate were

on the whole successful. The owners had good relations with neighbour-
ing farmers. #As a rule the children of the first generation received

a solid school education. This had the result that many of the young
people who had had a good schooling strove away from the country-side
in oroer to find work in the towns or cities of the country. Fs a
result of their leaving their home village other people moved in. They
rented land from the original owners. This tended to give rise to
overcrouding. A Board of Trustees was set up which had authority to
maintain discipline in the settlement and to handle the administration
of its affi@irs. The Methodists and the Anglican Church were allowed

to erect church buildings. In addition provision was 'made for: an
interdenominational school.

Though fhe Land Act was passed in 1913 the Governor General of the Union
of South Africa gave special permission to Mr. Kumalo to purchase the farm.
The Fuariyuﬁ.tha blacks might oneday be deprived of the property rights
was-present nearly since the beginning of the settlement. In the 1920%s
the ICU had a number of adherents in the settlement. Their organisation
argued that the whites had teken land from the blacks by force.
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In the early days of the seltlement several of the black farmers were
able to compete economically with white farmers. Leading black paople
considered that the reason for land legislation for the government was
motivated by the fear especislly of white farmers that they would not
be able to compete with black farmers

The "legislation of . the yeer 1936 outlining black and white arsas in
South Africa, increased the insecurity of the people at Roosboom. This
had the effect of thejir initiative being weakened. Because of the
insecurity of tenure.they could on the long run not invest much money
and energy on improvemants. This insecurity had an effect on tha
spending habits of economically well to do black people. They often
tenced rather to spend their money on motor cars than on houses. 0On
the whole whiie people showed little understanding for the insecurity
of black people who had successfully adapted to the economic system of
a ulfu dominatéd free enterprise society. Thore wero, hovever, several
leading white persons vho pleaded for justice to be. accorded to the
aspirations of phese people. One of them was Senator Edgar Brookes.

The implementation of the law of 1936, was, . . dalsyed as a result
nf the outbreak of World War II. For a time atiention in South Africa
was diverted from the racial problem to other problems. 1t was only
after Uorlu War IT L=zt tHe policy of senarate caveloprint fnsizied oo
efforts to remove the soBalled "black spots? in white zreas.

In the 1970's the election of Mr. Valentin Volker as member of Parliamenc
for Lhu_HliprIulam!ElacLural district is reported to have brought matte:zn
to a crisis for the people at Roosboom. Fir. Volker had been elected

with only a slight mzjority. Meanwhile the Ladysmith Farmerst Association
pressed for the removal of the people of Roosboom to a different area.
The reasonz they gave for their demands are said to have been the
following: ©

_Roosboom could be & olace where terrorists could easily ind refuge.
For the sake of touri=ts the settlement should te removeZ Guey from
the main-roac to a different place. It was felt that the ANC had
numerous acherents in Roosboom.

Mr. Volker is reported to nsve given his support to the cemance of the
Fe:mers Associatiamn. This increased the support he-obtained from his
electorgl Qistrice.

The plans for the reuw settlement at EJAKHENI have been carefully workec
out in advarce. .They msi:e a good impression, if seen on papar. Houvawver,
the people of Moostoos were removed to Ezakheni long befora theie plens
had been csarried out. !he Roosbcom people wvere given the choice whetla:r
to build their oun houses or vhelber Lo rent houses in the township.
For houses inm the tourchip a rent uwas Fixed cof i16.1'0 per month. To nany
of the poorer people of the Roosboom village this rent seemec to be too
high. The comPmurity cecided that they would ratfer buile their awn
wattle and cdaub houscs.

Uhen baing removed to Lzzkhen: the people usrc ceenly dizappointed. The:
founc that tkhey had Seen given only wvery -small plois of I3 » iC meirec.
On each of these plots thoy found a socalled flrloeraft Sut, i.e. o
corrugated iron room of 3.7 square metre. 1n add:iion they uvere ziven
tents. \Very scon hosever thay bed to find out that ihe zoil &t Ezuxheni
was .completely unsuiteble for watlle ana eaub housgs. It wes clay Soil.
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Tha families resettlsd from Roosboom had received some compensation for
their property in their former settlement. Under the unsettled conditions
in whieh they had to live for months and mopths they had to touch the
money which they had received as compensation and to use it for their
everyday neasds. A considerable group of the Roosboom people was brought
to Ezakheni towards the end of the year 1975 when the rainy season started.
This caused great difficulty. The greatest hindrance at present is the
fact that many of the pebple of Ezakheni have lost all heope and initiatiwve.

The magistrate and, several officials are sympathetic to the people who

have basen resettled in Ezakheni from Roosboom and would like to encourag:
them. The people, howsver, are suspicious, that houses, if they would
erect them on their own, would later be rejected because of not complyin
with the specifications of the authorities. In reporting on Ezakheni

the officials tend to point towards the future which has been planned for
this settlement. They often overlook the fact that the people have to ccnc
with extremely miserzble conditions in the present and that they ars
suspicious of any pronises for the future.

Mo exact detalils could could be obtzined about the wages of workers.

A wage of RB-00 per veek was mentioned as customery for an unskilled
worker, of R18-00 per week for 2o evperierced factory worker. Apart
from the inadeguate housing and 2 scanty income in wages, many families
are hit by the fact that they have no opportunity for supplementing
their income by garcenirfy or farming, as was possible at Roosboom.

The plets are too small. They cannot keep cattle. '

It is difficult for & new feeling of community and fellowship to
davelop in the [zaxbeni. cettlement. Families in the location live
under very different conditions from the families who have been
resattled on cdifferent terms from Roosboom. This easily gives rise
to suspicions anc tensions.

Sguth African Churches and church organizatiomz have tried to help

the people of Ezakheni. Inter-Church Aid hss contributed a grant of
N20.000 for helping the widous to build houses. A souitable plen had
been designed aof & tus roomed house. This two roomed house can at a later
stsge be extencad inio a fourroomed house and again at a later stage

irto a six roomed house. Ms far &5 can be foreseen at present it will

be possible to erect 100 houses with the moraey received. One may hope
that the beginrning of the building ectivities will stimulate the people
of [Czakheni who have lost their home in Aposboon and make them aware

that something cen be done to overcome tneir present miserazble situstion.
One year after their removal the great majority of the families are

are still living in their flateraft houses and in the tents. Scheol
facilities are extremely poor. About SO0 children are crowded 1in
corrugated iron buildings which are used as class rooms.

IDAMASA also has macde a public appeal during the prayer week for
Christian unity to help the people in Ezakheni. IDAMASA is aware

that the diching out of food snd distribution of clothes is not an
adequate from of help on the long run, though it is important during
the emargency situation. Tney have notices that many children are not
sant to school because the parents cannot afford to send them to
school., JOAMASA intends to cdevote its attention to the educational
problems of the community.
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No answer can be found to the question why the people of Roosboom were

remoyed or why t%&ﬁ uaru ramoved before adequate arrangements for their
resettlement -in- Bl ardd Hdd beefi'made.” The farm Roosboom Lot 1

which they once n:cupiad i8%ow lyfha urosad as wadte land. Hnaps of -
stonas scattersd cver a wide area indicate the places where once black

families have lived together in a uall ardered community to which thay

were deeply attached.
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