
cIV~ WjR IN THE BORDER BANTUSTAN.

Introduction"

1983 W"-6 the ye>lr when Bothe told South UriCll Iud the olltside world th;)t
apertheid wa6 dead and he hdd a new conatitution to prove it.

lt W;)II also the ]'ear in "hich aalf_appointed life president of the ciskei.
Lennox Sobe decl ...red war on tho paoplo of )ldnntsana when the.y refUaed to
b03rd "the bll6es of the Gompo tral)Sport company after a fare il'lCrease.

While Botha and the lrationalist GOVermlent daolnre:!. loudly th3t refol'fll >Ills
jUllt aroun:!. tho corner, the Seba leader "as gearing hilModf up to IItop into
Pr<Jtoria' II cast off shoes.

'I'be """ doal for Coloure:!.s an! Indi,JIIB &.Ill. tho sl>called. 'eelf_govermlent'
that the Dlack Local Authoritios Act offered to Ilroan Africans lIIe'lnt that
someone" odse Md. to t3ke over the Ilnpleasant tesk of controlling thG vest
I118.jority of righUells pooplll.

Tho Homelan:!. 3:ratem and the political 801ution it is SIIppoee:!. to provide
for tho majority of poople in thill country 1e ...,t Ile'W to UII.

Nor aro deatha in detonhon in Vend;), or the nlIuers of etlldents et Ngoyi,
or the ahootil\3 of re6idents in Md<Ultsane. Ap;lrtheid hns a lone hietory
of thie kin:!. of achon against pllOple who don't toe the lina. W!tnt's now
is"t1iat t'he Botha GOvernment ia trying very hard to make out that it doeen't
oarry out thie kin:!. of thing 3n,y IDOro. It is trying vory hard to Dhow the
outside world that if those things do happen, thoy are the work of in:!.eperdont
people, in t1l0 W3y theY l<:.ncr.< best.

Chief' Lennox Sebo is not a man rellOwnOO. for his in::i<;ht. Yet won ho
man!lged to put hia fin,ger on tho reaeon for his own wetence. Just before
he was llI8de President of the Ile'Wly irdepordent C1skoi. ho 18 Icnown to have .said:

"50 whon I aay the SOllth African eovormont needs me, I mean lINery word.
Pretoria 16 spcrding a gr0!8t deal of lIICMY on d'lfonce. But thero haa to be
poeitivo political action to satisfy the aapirationa of the peoopl'l".

It is to S9be' c brard of "Poattivo political action" thQt I want to focus
attention on ill this pllpor.

Tho Mdantaane Bus BoYcott.

Eigllt lIl()nthll;)gQ on the 17 Jllly, Ciskei'e blls cc",pallY, Compo Transport
raisad bus fnNa by 11% an offoctive illOredso of about 50c a week on the
journey to lind fro", East Lonton to Mdantsane.

Since th1e timo Millntsnne' a hoJ.f n lllillion residonts havo refulled to board
Compo Transport's bUlloo. Inst,J<ld they have Ilsed. t<Uis ard traine to o<:>rry
them On the 16 kilo~tre journey to work.

School children W'lre refUse:!. a discount on school bUll faros ard a few "(leks
lator thoy boean boycottine: 01·"s8ee in 61lpport of tho d(llllSrIi for lower farae.

Tho rcapcnso of tho Ciskoi government waa 90 harsh ae to provoko a situation
in niantaane th"t was nothine short of civil "ar.

Residents estimato thet NJ8rly/__



R••id6nt" uUa.>h th.t tlOioilrly a tw..llir-.1 ~ple h.w. b~an lIbot a.lld kill-.1 ainc.
tho b01COtt blllo!""- )Il1l3orly .igl:lty of 1oIb_ died' 'I!1on polic. oponei tiN OD

CCIalUten at B...-ortoD., Port Jxkaon, 11111 Xount RPth st-:>Uo... on th. IIOrnill& o!
jue;u.t 4th.

ltiantSZl.IIIIl', 5i.... Dukl1she Sportl Stadille "ao tllrnei into III dehntion am \or1.llrQ
cent:re by vig1lanhs rocnlitllld. by S3be's tovornmont fr'Olll nl1'Il1 villagel to
cnlsh the boycott. Formor innllltis of tho Si-.:l Dukashe Itadiu.. tall
harrifying .torioa of da20llll of rosidonttl cNtr.mod into tin,y ch:r.nco rooms without
food, wahr ablution facilit1,)s Or blankets in thlll Illiddle of wintor. 'I'lBY
toll of: IIIGn beil1£: su.spllrdod b:l their wrhh fro.. the challi:" f'OOllI raftou ard
.jUboklted, of WO/:lon NPed in passag-awaYB 1I::d childran torced to nil! in oirclell
all1 si"6 pruhos ot Lennox Sell••

ltasident. "ho o.~od th. St-.l.iu. were tace "ith daily roadblock. wh.... ta:aL­
pas~n ".l'IIl skpped, beahn a.o;l. tinod. by vizila.r.es. Vigilante. aleo
co~ctllld. hcu... to hal". searocb••, leokill& for adIool chUdl'lllD., _called
...bvonivo lit.r>3tun lik. til. Bl:r.ck $Ish booklot "!aI IUI1 the PUI LllWl",
that "". b;an!>8i, for po.....ion of T_shirt., all1 -adlarship card. of tho Scu.th
Uric.3n Alli~ Vorl<u's Union (SUllJ).

'rhe Sooth Urican Allie:!. VOZ"kers Unio.n wl:ich rapreaonts 20 000 workers 111 !:ast
Loll1on, waa bl=::d by sebe of beil1;; bahim tho boycott, :am b:alllltld from thl
Ciskei soon ufhr the boycott b.llIIn.';ll l:>u.tcC<OOoffico bOllrerll wsro dotained "I'd
Thozmilo Gqwoto, SHliJ Prosident (who hall bosn dotained Ill> 1088 than nillQ timos
by tho Ciskoi al'd South Atricsn socurity polioe, but novor chlarSed) was foreed
to go into bidil~ a!tgr h. rto.ived :;I. de3th thre:lt.

S.tle also t.poaed 4 10 p.1I to 4 a•• =rfew in 1ti4r.tSil:>e, detained tNU a
thou.s&."d ~pll a,d banned all _tings ot IIONo than tou..r PIOP!O.

1'hl'lll. IIOnthS laftOl' th. boycott b<!lrlPll S.tle "laS foreed to h41v. the fal'lll iCCf"O;l..Se.
llUt tho boycott eoDtiw.s to this d-"y. Rodd.nts hilv. tt.& all1 ti.. apin
tol4 Seb. that tllBY will nagotilato the en! of the boywtt it h. release. all
detainees, COI:lpo,.at•• the viotiM of the visilentea, ani. the police shootill&S,
all1 withdrawa ths bus sarliel. Soba h ... refused. to Cleet thsse COn3.iti008
a.lli SO the boycott soes on. Armod polios laoou.rts now d.rive bshill1 neDr empty
blI ..s they clll1l:l to be proteoti"6 pasungers fr'Olll intimido.tion..

But the pooplo of: Mdantsano Nom-lin fi rID, aa one roddont s:;lid wban Sobe 10llorOO.
the farn :

"Pivo oenta will Ill>t bring back tho de<>d..
I "ill """or use them o&lin".

'rho buses 8ID8l1 of blood.

Wh3t I ""lit to look <It h vb.1 tbs peoplo ot Mdo.ntsallO have ahOllIl lltldt
illlOrediblo tortitud.o in the foe. of: w<:h viollnt attcapts to .nd the bu.a
boJ"cott. I 41:;00 "ant to look lit why tb. Ciskol. covorlDlnt wClnt to 1I1d1
extr_ lenetho to try to crush th. boycott.

'ftla r .....On for tho forti tude shown by 1ti3ntsano ...."idonts 1 iss in both US
poy..rty ot tho 3reD which lllO'olllD tIl:!t <!Von S aa:all 00" of IIOIlOJ' liko 50 cents
a woalt taro illOr:>3Qo C"tlUOU h;lrdship for 1D:ln,y flllllilio:;. 'rho 80c0::d roalllon
li08 in tho d~ptb of opposition to thv Ciskoi ~~ornmont itsOlf:.

Povorty in f.h;, Ciskoi/­
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Foyert: ie 1.\.. Ci::l<<:lio

!!Ie Ciekai h era of ~e poo~.' bell'tlllltlUl* ill SCuth UriQ.1. !bo QoaU
CotainioD appointed b7 Chhf I'lini.t= L.n.noJ: Sob:. to add.. hi. on wb"tb..
to Dot for inclereBl.o_ had Ul.1s to a&7 IIbout Ul.:l Ciskei OCCIllOlQ' :

'"lbo b-.l"'rc! l"cl;s 11.11 Ule lU~ri!XItes of S yiable ecol>ll'Q'. U Cllnngt lfTC"I
."tfici..'lt food to tllod itD popllsticm. U CllnlY;lt prDYicle emplo:fGIant tor ~l
of itD rasWant popu.lll.ticn, it doas not heve cO:lt=l /l'IIar fOllr fifth. of its
own rovolUO".

'!tis COllllllilllloll 110nt on to d ••crlbo how th.re >lore only)OOO jobs prDYided
for lnsido tho Clew.ai it"olf, follt' fiftho of its budset ca.•• ff'Olll Sooth ~fl'ica

arc! tho oaric:ultuNl ;>otDnUlll of the ~on 18 lilnitad by tho d8YosUtins
drougll.b it ~orio:x:es.

III. ad.ditioo th. popu.!:ltlGO of dllt are<> b"o dollblQ'l oyor the 18Gt te~ ~nI

a .... ro::u.lt of forclJi r_.Ils of people fro- "$CU.t.'! Africa" to >lit!lie tho
01skQi'. 1I0rdns•

.111 of thb _liD tb.t UneatplOy&ellt is very hil!t. tho fa:d.ly inc.::110 hall to
atnotch to food _ny ...ltha.

Cppcsition to tho Ciskai lI/l'11ornmant.

The yaat Mjorlty of Ciskd reoidants wa,'a oppo,eel. to tho Chlcal lrdepanclonco.
111 SUllllllll\g up tho Qttituda of tho m.:>jority of tha ]ll;tO]lle toward. irdeperdonoa
tho·Qu<>.il c¢1I'..l ..lon a<lid : II.cl101atd irdllPardonca terda to bo aaon by the
IIloSjority &.11 4n unt"ir disp...ation i.-iK\slJi by Pretoria 3nd it:lply\r,g tha 10"
of rictlh arc! oconoaic oppol"tuaiUas vithOllt rooasa3rily interrinc an ..capo
fro- tho dietst.. of rratorie ..

In the r.afoN~ h'lld .to dotUZ'l:li tho attitude of ....pl. to l.ncl.apetdanc..
a clear aajority did not want it.

Oppoaitioll. to tho Cillkei covor~nt haa a.h'~yCl bsol1 plortiC:llhrly strong
in l'!d<l:lbar.c wharo the l<lr~ urban popu.laUol11a ""'TO difficult to oOl1trol,
Manipulate Old intis.i.date thr.n Pl'lll rurtll oQo';!:Unitioa.

Ilevilrthel.o.. roaid..nh 3,.... unitod in cnpUining tMt it w3e tho ou;tramo atd
urdo9crimin1tlr>e brot311ty with which'Sobo tri\lCl to crush tho boycott tb3t
(1""11y lost him .oMt littlo cup,",ort ho hod wnOJWllt !kI.3ntB3/lO residont••

Thh anoodotel lIItory i11u,tr3to. how fO".QQr Ci.skoi t/ntioml lrc!epordenco
part,(Cmlr) :lUl>jlorto.... b~ dinillusionod in the coursa af tbe
bua boycott.

Jlr:J. l\1.qu.ebol3 ....s 3 cnIF lIlIr.portor. Sho worlt"'- 8S a clsaner ill. an !liIat
Lomon hotal. At tho btginnif1(l of th<i boycott she ~l'loinod of
inticidatian hy cth.. r COKIltoora ard .."a atrdd. if :sho boycott-'- the bua..
Clho ..O<:ld 'lorrho l.1t .. tor writ.

Mrs. ~ebolo'" Qttitud.o ch8.J,gOd r:ldiC>lllj uft.,. Aueuat 4t.'I wh.n at l~at

80 ?flOpln foll to " h~U of bulleh bofoN 8I1nri~0 at lit:1onta.'1f>O rcit ....y
aWil'l;;!:l. VieU.....who 8I1rv1Yod uid tho:t hUd beon lIbot in cold blood.

Thay OIel'4 OIt .....n.,ors to )fr~. MtLquobe!<l. but aha wopt, toro IlP her cmp
membe..3hip carrl en!. vowed. fliNor to board .. bua ll;l:~in. She now w&llcs 24
Iurut a do,Y to 'CIa at<:ltion.

Why did soto l."'O to 8O.lch u.t..-o to /_
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'''KO Four

'11hz did Sobe /!'? to such OO[tr0tllC!I to cruel> !.b:e bOYC~lli

I 4ave a.lr&~V jlOinted out the l""el of u!lpcpularity which Sebe in particular,
but Ciskei ude;',:,nianco in ~"naral has MlOr.gst Ciskai rosidentll. Thill meallf3
that it ill impocdble for Sebe to rule >lith an,y dO(>1"Oa of COnsOllSUC. b a
rOflult ho i::l forced to rely· on a combinUi!>n of patrcnlgo, co-option ani >lhon
all <.11 Sif fails, brn til fcrce.

In the isol"ted rural C<lmll'Umtiofl tha control >lhich Chiofs oo:ercise over lani,
hOOlsi'l«, jobs, education, h&Olth oervicos ani droo&+,.t r<.l116f means th;J.t paoplo
ero forced to offer them a m,,,,,..., of politic"l support ani obedience. Ani the
1 ....'Q! of obedionce dOfMniod is c",naido~ble.

Ona peasant farmer ploue!>od his fialds lfithout p(frmi3:::ion from tho OO[t<lnaion
offioer. Ho w~s arrosted, his toeth "'''1''0 pullod out ani ho >las thon thrD\ln
into dotontion for six months.

At I~ali, for axumplo, a bl:lck spot outside tho Ciskoi, but subject to
Ciskei Administration, rosidants rOllisting romovsl to tho Cisk"i (Ire not (,'ivQn
drou.:;ht reliof.

In tho Uroan eroas (I similar situatio:.n opeN.t"s. 'I'llQ Housing, 8lucation and
jcbs remain undoJr S.::be's control. In !tiants:l"'" !>olitical detainees fami110s
aro ovicted fr<>m their homes the mirute they fall ba.':i.r:\ with their root
pll~·monts. Moet evil of all is the Ciskei Manp!>wor D"volopment Centre.
All workera lIhltthor eoployad in the cities or olsot'!Iore h"vo to rIIiPster >lith
th<l C<lntro ani eive dotails of prlWious job, histories.

'rhe Contre keepll records of wcrkors involv.....ont in trGd.o unions, pclitics and
strikes. WCrl<ors >lith bad job records 8S politicnJ. records aro blaoklisted
ard >lill """"'\Isr "et jobll again.

NevorthQ!ess it is becomin;:; incr<J'lsii>gl.y difficult for Sebe to control uroan
Ciskoi rosidonts.

OvercrO>lded livi"'3 oorditions, 10w>I"gos, high ul\Cr.lploym"nt ani harsh
3dl!linistr<ltion all mean th"t Md"nt8ane residents in particll.lar "1"0 willine to
t"ke militant actioc ag<anat Sobo's re,:;imo. 'rho tact thet IMn;.r of thom have
jobs in EJ.at Lorden "ni thsreforo havo "mQ3.suro of economic inieponieIlCQ from
the Cislc:,:,i porl\'llont me<lns t!l(ly aro a1;l<> to tako aotion' moro easily th(l.n their
equally impoverishod rnral counterparts.

Porhaps the major reason ..hy Sebe is forced to roscrt tc forca to control Ciskei
rosidento is that hia clOVernmant has nO little to offal" in roturn for surport
and 10y;:lJ.ty.

~ite apart from tho filet th(l.t l:>ni, jcbs, houei~, o:iucation ani health care
Uro in short flU9i>ly, Bobe does :lot have the mo"llS to buy off tho ba!ltustaf1ll
burD'lUcr30Y it:;oJ.f.

'rh.::re "rQ two o.u:lll 3(.'Ticultur:ll schOOlea at Tyofu "rd Shiloh "hera tho
.:;c>VsrMlOnt is cfforine irric::r.tod l"nd to privilog<Jd. pl)3.II'l.I't farmero. Dut in
tho ord atronc <:oro tactics :Ire tho only wa:; th::::t Sobe can control
burD'lUcrats, hWCUlen "nd evon momb,Jrs of hia <»In fnmily.

Whil.;> oomo membsrs of sobe's/--

pneo Pivol
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While eO<lla mentler9 of Sebo's .:;ovsrnment ~ lInjoy sharo1;s in casinos, hOIll91ard
iml1striee, l"rge farlllS, oo.t110 am earn, th..,y 'Ire discovoring inlepen1enoe 13 a
dOllble edged sword.

At pros(lnt the SOl1th lIfricsn econo;IIY 13 in the srip of tho worat recosnion evar,
rotranohmonts 3.rQ at I1I1pNceiontod levels am I1nemplo:/t.lont hss reaoho;:l. crisis
proportions. The reop<lQlle of tho Sooth African Gover""'ont to this has boen to
lIighten 11I' influx control botl<' by tordbly retl1rnine i11e,;<l18 to their e~c.l11ed

place of origin Iud 'by cutting down on th" lUmbor of contract workera 9l'ployei in
"White South .\frican in favour of omploying atric"l1II ,.ith perr:>'lnant urb(ln rights.
This situation io p...lrticulurly acute in tho border ro..,--1on whero imustry is
uperioncins an evon more severe roco3sion thon in other ll"rt", of the country.

';s tho South "friclln lrovorJlment diepl(lcea ih economic am aoctal prolll8llls onto the
llantullUn 8QVornmonte the Cisk"i ~vernm"nt, l1n.:lble 3:li l1B1i11il\3 to respord to the
nc.:.da of the lInem;>loyod an:!. IIturvine ,eoplo tl1rn::l increil31f16ly to ru>kod roprossion
to control ita renidonts.
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