THE TRIAL TAKES SHAPE
TONY O’DOWD

Tug great Treason Trial has been in progress for six months
now. The hrst stage involved the handing into Court of
thousands of documents which had been found either in the
nfﬁccﬁ of lhv arimm (n'ganimlionﬂ; runt'vl'm-(l in the Trial

Thesv dmununta haw hm‘n u:“ct_tui in a series of police
raids over a period of years.  There are documents of major
POII[’I(.AI importance, like the Freedom Charter, the constitu-
tions and programmes of the Congresses, the notes used in
p()litical discussion circles, and articles and pamphlets by the
leaders of the Congress movement.  Then there are hundreds
of routine 01'ganizatinna] circulars, letters and minutes, There
is the private correspondence of the prisoners.  There are
numerous copies of publications freely available to everyone,
such as the magazine Liberation and the newspaper New ge.
There are copies of the works of Lenin, Stalin and Mao-Tse-Tung.
There are also oddments, such as the two notices found at an all-
da}-‘ conference where lunch was l)t'ing served to ilc]cgatm —one
reading *‘Soup with Meat,”” and the other **Soup without Meat.”’

With the next stage, the Prosecution led evidence of speeches
made at Congress, anrl other political, mectings. The witnesses
are detectives of the Special Branch of the Criminal Investigation
Department who have euufall\ attended puh]n meetings of
the Congresses, the Peace Coun(:f trade unions and mhu
left- wing bodies.  Some hundreds nl meetings are to be dealt
with in lhl‘\ evidence, which is still procee dmu

A feature upon w]‘mh the Defence has u;mnwnu‘cl in some
instances has been the brevity of the notes of speeches taken
by the detectives. Some witnesses had compressed the pro-
t'vt‘dings ol a meeting ]a.sllng several hours into two or three
pages of notes. In some cases the notes are so confused and
incoherent that no clear idea of the speeches can be obtained
from them. A number of the detectives have stated in n‘pl\'
to defence counsel that they have heard Congress speakers
repudiate the use of force and violence and call for harmony
between the Black and White races.

The third stage of the Crown evidence, which has been inter-
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posed in the middle of the second stage, consists of expert
evidence on Communism, the expert witness being Professor
Andrew Murray, Professor of Philosophy at the University of
Cape Town.

Professor Murray began his evidence with a briet account of
the doctrines of Communism, touching on the philosophy of
dialectical materialism, Lenin’s theory of lmpenallsm the
doctrine of the class struggle, and the Communist view of the
State. He was then asked to examine a number of the docu-
ments and speeches in evidence and asked whether they revealed
Communist tendencies. He began by describing the method
which he proposed to use:

“To find out whether a document is Communist, one applies four
tests. The first is, you see if a document teaches direct Communism
by quotations from the masters, Stalin, Lenin, Marx, and so forth.
The second is, one tries to see whether the document paraphrases
the Communist statements. The third is, one sees whether the
policy supported by the document is what is called non-deviation,
that is, whether it supports Soviet policy internationally. And
then, finally, there is always a test of aesopism. One has to read the
words carefully to see whether they have a superficial meaning,
the facial meaning, or whether they are intended to convey some-
thing more.”

The following are a few extracts from Professor Murray’s
evidence, illustrating his methods in operation:

(1) “I would point out that the second paragraph reads: The process
I_Jffasci.\'m has reached a stage in our unhupgt-’ country where it is bemming in-
creasingly difficult . . . to make any effective impact on the situation. One
knows that the accusation of fascism is often used, generally
used by Communists against Capitalist countries. The second
statement is this: The aims and nbjefr.\' 1_?)r the I,cgion and its aspirations
) ﬁ:ar ex-soldiers, economic, political and social, are now inextricably tied up with
a state of democracy in South Africa. . . . Democracy in Western countries
means one thing. In Communist language it means another
thing, and if this document can be shown to be associated with
Communist organizations, in any other way which I don’t know,
that sentence could be regarded as meaning democracy in the
sense of a People’s Democracy in the satellite states.”

(2) “Two paragraphs lower, the sentence agrees with Communist
tactics, expressed Communist tactics. To meet this need at the moment
there are the \"Prjngbok Legion, the Congress r}j\ Democrats and the Democratic
League. None of these for various reasons is national in the sense that branches
are established rhroughuut the country . All qf them are acting mdepundenrf"..
There is a duplication qf gffwr AH cj them are A'eJ’uﬁwf}' weak, It is ebvious
that it is in the interest q,f'af.l’ that we should come mgel:her in one organization.
Militant centralization is a very important part in Communist
tactics.”
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(1) «The sentence reads: The lnnusl Conference of the Springbok Legion
re-iterates pm,fiunm" opposition 1o the Nationalist Government, to its practices
"f race discrimmation and appression and to the amti-democratic p.:rh\ which
it J[‘[H\mr!:, towards o flr”l f?‘LJqLJ Nationalist :J'nmi‘mﬁ':rp rht. term
,;Jppmu.m there deserves attention. Fully fledged dicratorship deserves
attention. In line ¢ the word fowcim again occurs and in line ¢
the term uncompromising democratic policy. This is a slols:an now used
by Communists in satellite countries and by Mao-Tse-Tung. .
In line 7, the phrase occurs, Uy .j“ aents of reaction.  Fhat phrase is
a straight Communist phrase.’
(4) «This document falls into line with the Communist intcrpreln~
tion of the situation in this country. The basic argument is
that the forces of reaction must be fought, and the document is
aimed at fascism in South Africa.”
() “We rcad on page 1: The moement as a whole is the people’s answer to
fascism and a drive to war, Also, The oppressed  non- White majorities.
Also, Relief from intolerable conditions.  Also, The social, cconomic and
political structure of South . Ifrica has imposed on us this sectional form of organiza-

tion. Also, We are presented with the need to withstand and defeat fascism.
This is a non-deviation argument which interprets the Soulh
African situation according to the Communist interpretation.”

(6) “The following are a few of the non-deviation references to
international politics which brand this document as Communist.
Paragraph 1, referring to Kenya and the interpretation of the
Mau Mau as a liberatory movement. Paragraph 2, in support
of the policy described as peaceful co-existence or negotiation
instead of war and the Five Power Peace Pact, which at that
time was the proposal put forward by Moscow. Paragraph 5
remarks on the campaign against German re-armament. It is
also in pursuance of Moscow Government policy.”

After he had dealt with the documents, Professor Murray was
asked to comment upon certain ﬂvnunl propositions of political
doctrine which were put to hlm by the Prosecutor. The
Prosecutor said that the Crown would contend that all these
propositions were to be found in the Congress propaganda of
which evidence had been given. The Professor identified as
Lhamclvn»twa“v Communist a large number of propositions, of
which the to]lm\mtr are a few t\ﬂmple

Thar the property-owning class, referred to as the Imurqt’un or \dll‘FflJ"lI‘f class must
be Jmum red.

That the South !Jl'j-r'.'un state has reached the stage wherein "u[‘m_-."n't rmjr'crr'uhfm has
lh'lt‘lrrilm'ﬂ' or is developing into fascism.

That the South African state is a colonial stare whevein the liberatory movement
must be promoted,

That ownership of property means conerol of political pawer.

That banks shall be transferred to the people.

Thar Russia must be defended at all times and remains the homeland of the revalution

That action should be militant.

That contace must be made with vourl aoacations and women's associations.



