UNIVERSITY APARTHEIP IN SOUTH AFRICA

In November, 1953, the South African overnment appointed a commission
to investigate the practicability of applyinq,fipnrthnid policy of the sountry
to Universities, This was the Holloway Commission, It reported unfavourably,
mentioning among other thihga that the cost alone would be prohibitive,
especially as the existifg universities already suffer from a chronic lack of
funds. The Government cannot cope with the ever-growing financial needs of the
existing universities, so that it would be impossible to start new segregated
universities with any prospeot of approaching the stamdard of thes existing ones,
The Government thersupon brushed aside the findings of ite own Oommission and
instituted a Departmental Committee,composed of civil servants, to work out
me thods of applying Apartheid in universities, This report was never made
public, but a Bill has been brought in to establish University Apartheid

throughout the Union of South Africa,

This Bill purports to close the existing White universities to all Non-
Eurcpeanes and to provide for the establishment of segregated univeraities
w1 ich will not only separate Black from White, but African from Indian and
Coloured., The African universities will be further divided into Zulu, Xhosa
mﬂg_'ﬁgﬂ universities, in other words, tribal universities., This concept of
tribal universities is a very far-reaching one, It affects the question not
only who shall attend them but what shall be taught in them. It concerns
particularly the content of education in the segregated universities. ¥mxthz
For the Whites, it ;htf‘.[ be university education as it is generally understood
the world over, But for the Blacks it will be tribal education. Thus the
proposed University Apartheid in effect means shutting out the Non-Europeans
from University education. It means robbing them of it altogether, This will
become abundantly clear when we look into the whole system of education for
the Blacis, as mapped out by the architects of 4partheid,

When the Nationallist Government came into power, it declared that a
wrong policy of education for the Non-Whites had hitherto been followsd, It did
not prepare them for their proper position in society. It aroused in them
ambitions for white-collar Jobs, which in this ﬂnunh'j' -'-;?ga'r or
Europeans only. It fell to the lot of the induf‘atigablatlinintu of Native
Affairs, Dr. Verwoerd, to work out a whole system of mdugtsmusm education for the
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Blank:uf that would conform to the the Apartheid policy of the country, whersby
the Black man administers to the mmidx needs of the White. Unfortunately for him,
Dr. Verwoerd comes on to the scene in the second half of the 20th century when
even s_&fricn,htmds on the brink of the automation of indistry . The whole
population, Black and White, is involved and ies inseparably bound up with the
industrial processes of the country. Millions of Black neople ares born andxiths
live in urban areas, and know no other life, But, nothing pyfidauntsd, the
Minister would put back the clock of history. He set about reorganisigng the
Blacks into a sesparate community cut off from the life of the country socially,
politically, culturally and spiritually; deprived of all righte of citizenship
and maintained only as chattels of labour, He drew up elaborate plans which
have materialised into Acts of Parliament, the most notorious being the Bantu
Authorities Act and the Bantu Education Act. (“Bantu” means the Blacks or
Africans, or *Natives” as they are most often called by the Europeans.)
The former Act seeks to reorganises the whole Black population into tribal units,
each with a chief at its head, appointed by the Minister. Every village and .. fie
rural areagie. in the “Native Reserves] has to have a loeal authority, known as
a Bantw authority under a chief. In the towns the Africans, who live in
segregated locations, will be settled according to tribal groupings, =ach with
a chie’ at the hesad. A tribal mode of life has to be re-established, with old
tribal customs and practices; all this, in splite of the fact that modern
industry has shattered tribalism. Education, too, is being fitted into this
scheme of re-tribalisation, and used as an active agent to bring it about.
Thus Bantu sducation is education for barbarism.

In outlining his poliey for Bantu Education, in 1954, the Minister stated:
“My Department's policy is that education (i.s.for Africans)should stand with
both feet in the Rﬂﬂﬁaa and have huitl roots in the spirit and being of Bantu
society.” In this aumprnhunlin pium) for re-tribalisation, he has planned for
education as a whole, from the lowest to thes highest 1mrula. “Stepe will be
taken,” he said, “deliberately to keep institutions 53" higher ISXEXTNAE
education...away from Xkm urban areas and to establish them ...in the Native
Reserves.” It becomes clear that the proposed Rpartheid Universities are
part and parcel of this whole scheme, and ind=ed tullnwp’ logically from it.
He goes on:*The basis of the provision and organisation of education in a
Bantu community should, where possible, be the tribal organisation,” Elsewhere
he comments that in the past “education has served to create a class of educated
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and semi-educated persons...This is the class which has lsarnt to belisve that
it iqﬁbu?u its own peo.ple and feels that its spiritual, economic and political
humcg{a among the oivilized community of South Africa,i.e. the Europeans,”

And againi: “There is no place for him in the European community, sbove the

level of certain forms of labour,...Until now he has been subjected to & school
system which drew him away from his community and misled him by showing him the
green pastures of Buropean society in which he was not to graze,” The Minister
lesaves no doubt as to his aims, fantastic as they may seem. He sets out to
stifle the mind, strangulate the intellectual development and smother the
aspirations of a whole people.

Let us take a glance at the type of mdwaxitimm school he is at present
forcing on the Africans, First of all, sducation has been taken out of the =
control of the Education Department and placed under the Native Affairs
Department - that Department which has to do with labour requirements,
agriculture, the culling and dipping of cattle, and the issuing of passes to
Africans. Dr, Verwoerd makes it quite plain that education must be mimsaix
linkndﬁglth these activities. “The inspector of schools, the Native Commissioner
and tﬁ: Agricul tural Extension officer will remain in close contact with one
another,” hes says. And again: “ A community, for example,will not be able to
claim advantages of education and at the same time ignore or even oppose
guidance in regard to care of the soil.” In plain fact, this means that when
the peoples object to the confiscation of their cattle, their aschool 4is closed

down,
There are three main categories of tribal schools; the community school,

the Government Bantu school and the farm school. All the existing schools

have had to apply for registration and those mission sthools which, in thﬁ opinion
of the Minister, were not sympathetic to the Government policy of apartheid,

were simply closed down. No new schools mmxm may be opened without his permission,
and it is a criminal offence, punishable by fine and imprisonment, for anyone

to teach any African children without this permission, The schools are to be
menaged by tribal school committees and school boards, which must work under

the Bantu Authorities, with an illiterate chief at fha head. The management

of the farm schools is handed over to the White farm owners, who engage, and
dismiss, the teachers, The farmer pays the teacher in the same way and at the

same time as he pays his farm labourers. No doubf this is one¢ of the ways the
Minister.../
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Minister would bring home to the African teacher that “he must learn not to fesl
above his community”...or presume to feel that “his spiritual, escomomic and
political home is with the civilized community of South Africe,i.e, the Europeans,”
These farm schools belong to the farmer, lock,stock and barrel, Let us hear the
Minister on the subjeét: ® To permit the establisiment of farm-schools, the
tranafer of land for the building of expensive schools will no longer be
required, Bantu mothers can.,.erect walls whers farmers allow and the Department
will provide the windows, doors and roof, If the farmer withdraws his pmemiwstexy
permission, these can be removed,”

The curriculum of the new Bantu schools lesaves no doubt as to the
regimentation and 1nauutr1natim?{mf~?fu§§i %Y “the Minister. Their horizon is
bounded by the tribal community and the Native Affairs Department, They must
know the names of tribal chisfsg and be able to recite the names of the
important officials of the Native Affaire Department. Beyond that, they must
learn just sufficient of the White man's languages to enable them to understand
orders in their future menial Jobs. In the primary schools, the longest
teaching time per subject is devoted to manual training. #nd there is plenty
of practice; for the Minister has decreed that “the daily cleanihg of the school
building and grounds will naturally be the -.fmr;l-: of the pupils under the
supervision of the teachers.” More than that, there is a compulsory school fund
to which every child must contribute on pain of expulsion, This has to pay for
such items as;the wages of a night watchman; supply of light to aschool
buildings; supply of water for laying ﬂuff:gardnns; insurance of school buildings;
for chalk, ink, stationery, books, stc. #nd with a truly remarkable attention
to the meanest detail, characteristic of all his legislation, the Minister does
not forget to charge the toddlers for “disinfectants, toilet paper, buckets,
soap, brushes and brooms,” guch is the basis of ﬂ,‘whﬂlﬂ lﬂ:ﬁl of* education
designed to twrn a population of about ten million mmapk= Africans back to an
outmoded way of life and prevent them from enjoying the fruits of the modern
oivilization they are helping to build,

Some conception of the debasement of education under the Bantu Education
Act may be gleaned from the attitude to the African teacher as revealed in the
savage oconditions of his employment., He is completely deprived of professional
status and belongs body and soul to the Native Affairs Department. All his
time, i.e, 24 hours & day, “is at the dispossl of the school committee,” or the
farm owner,./
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farm owner who employs him, He is hemmed in with a long list of regulations
which would be more appropriate to the cdntrol of a oriminal than a teacher,
Under *misconduct” alone are listed 13 points. Znnual increments are not
claimable as of right. They are dependent oh reports from the Native Affairs
Department concerning the punctuality, discipline, industry, ete, of the teacher,
¥y And 411 betide him of he should become sick! Regulations forbid him to
stay away from school more than three days. *Only in excaptional cases may sick
leave be granted in cases of neurasthenia, dyspepsia, anaemia and similar
ailments, and then only on production of a medical certificate giving full and
detailed particulars of the ailment.” The owner of the school may on occasion
demand & second certificate from a doctor stipulated by him,

The teacher may not partieipate in political affairs of any kind. He may not
®oontribdte to the press by interview or in any other manmner or publish letters
or articles criticizing or commenting on the Department of Native Affairs, or
any other State Department, school committee, school board, or any Bantu
Authority, or any official connected with one or more of the abovs-mentioned
bodies,” He is subject to severe punishment éf he should treat with “discouttesy
a member of the public or any official,” The Act provides for the imprisonment
of any teacher who breaks any one of the regulations. From all this it is
clear that the Minister of Native Affairs wants to create a body of timid, ocowed,
dooile slaves,prepared to dole out tribal esducation to sdwally dociles children.
In fact, ever since ithm Bantu Education was instituted, a reign of terror has
been let loose on the teachers. Members of the Criminal Investigation
Department (C,I,D,) have swoopsd on the schools, interrogated teachers in Pront
of their pupils and searched them, Their letters have been interceptsd in the
post, sometimes even before they wefe posted. Home of the finest teachers with
long records of distinguished service have been summarily dismissed without
any charge or trial; the only reason given was that they wers “unsuitable under
Bantg Education” Practically every mehber of the executive of the Cape African
Teachers' Aaaani&tiun.:kiikﬂrtﬁhld nearly a quarter of a century ago, has been
thrown out of the profesesion., Not content with that, the Government has pursued
them relentlessly, wherever they have trisd to get employment in some other sphere,
Utilizing the iniquitous pase system, they have hounded them out of the Reserves
where they had esatablished their home, and out of the towns where they went to
look for a Jjob. Men were separated from their wives and families and deprived

of sl



6
of the means of supporting them, #nd all because their Assoociation had
expreased opposition to the Bantu Education Act, Teachers in Bantu schools are
no longer appointed on educational grounds, Inspectors themselves are under the
thumb of the Native #ffairs Department anﬂigg longer recommend a teacher for
promotion on his merits; for the C.,I1.U,s come along and demand to know why
such and such a recommendation was made, All this is in line with Dr, Verwoerd's
dictum: “People who believe in equality are not desirable teachers for Natives,”
As he said during the parlismentary debate on the Aot: “When I have control of
Native Education I will reflorm it so that Natives will be taught from childhood
to realise that squality with Buropzans is not for them,” One of the first
things he did was to take over the teacher-training schools and place them under
the rigorous control of the Native #ffairs Department. <The pupils are carefully
screened and selected, for it is no longer the parents whmximmidechakrstuientx
but the Minister who decides what students shall take up the teacher-training
course, Just as a school may be closed down if the people in a particular
village refuse to participate in some soil reclamation work (so-called), so can
a child be denied education ksmsms because his parents are not persona grata
with some government ﬁg&:ﬁbﬂr other. #11 the time the people must be made
to feel that they are,at the mercy of a government authority. Education, which
is the natural right of every modern oivilized community, and which the Afrdcans
have always prized most highly, is now being used as a means of magk cowing a
whole population and violently retarding their progress,

It is against this background that the Bill for the sstablishmesnt of
complete University Apartheid must be wviewed., All new university collepes for
Africans are to be established according to tribal affiliatidns = a monstrous
conception for a university to begin with., The existing College of Fort Hare,
which is part of Rhodes University and has hitherto admitted all MoneEuropeans,
is to be wrenched off from Rhodes and placed under the Native Kffairs Department.
It will now be limited to Africans only and later to members of the Xhosa tribe
only. In truth, race-baiting in South Africa would haxExmssmmdxtm seem to have
reached the heights of madness. Likewise the young Medical Bchool for Non-
Europsans is to be wrenched from Natal University, to which it is at present
attached, The training of Black doctors who are going to ssrve Black people
must not in any way be associated hexaxsmeixtsd with the training of Whites,

As it is, Black traineses may not touch or even see a White corpse, let alone

examine,,/
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P the living body. Under the Bill, the Minister of Native Affairs is the
pdt Ba over all Non-Eurcpean collepes, He may establish or disestablish a
fniversity College by motice in the gazette. Such a University College shall
conkist of (a) a Council of three or more, sppointed by the Governor=General,
which means in effect by the Minister; (b) & Senate consisting of the Principal
and “such other members as the Minister may from time to time sppoint;”®
(e)" such other body or bodies as the Minister may from time to time establish;”
(4} a prineipal appointed by the Minister; (e) Professors,lecturers and students,
all of whon are undsr the control of the Minlster, The Council itself mmo-asmmckeex
can only acquire stores and equipment “in such a manner and on such conditions
as the Minister may determine.” The all-powerful, ell-seeing Minister must needs
umtmlﬂﬁﬁ,;ﬁ;mt content of so-called university education, but the very stores
of the respective colleges. Once more we sec that nippling attention to detail,
that remembered even the toilet peper and the buckets in the primarv schools,
Here,too, the :tuﬂnfrﬁ: are subjected to careful screening and rigid control. The
Minister may refuse, admission “if he considers it in the interests of the university
oollege concerned to do g0, " He ﬂswmam student shall zkockend
xkiami recvive instruction and where he shall reside, and other)
SomeaRE cleuses concerning the eppointment and ﬁh!:ﬁ!'ﬁﬁ-iﬁ&- meke startling
reading, There is the same oracking of the whip, the same contempt for the dignity
of status,which haxf® the inlaster revealed towards the teacher in the mchools.
"The power to appoint,promote,transfer or discharge persons employed at any
university college shall....be vested in the Minister.” These all-important
powers controlling professors, lecturers and clerks alike, may be delegated by him
to any officer of the Native Affairs Department. Onoe more, questions of dlscipline
loom large in the Bill, Under “mimconduct” alone there are 17 clauses, a number
exreeding those governing the primary school teacher, and equally barbaric and
fepigned to humiliate, A professor or lecturer in such oolleges will be deemed
milty of midoonduct if he “disobeye,disregards or makes wilful default in
errying out a lawful order....or by word or conduct displays insubordination;” or
I he discloses information aoquired in the course of his duties; mf or if he
“mblicly couments edversely upon the edministretion of any department of the
Gorernment or of any province or nf:?grritnrr of South-Fest Africe”; or &f he

“onnives at any act which is prejudicial o the administration _....”

“propagates any idea or takes part in or identifies himself with any propaganda or
activity...ocalculated to impede ...the activities of any Government ﬁspnrt-lnt.'
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Thus we see with what diabolical thoroughness the architeets of
oArtheld have plotted out every deteil of this monstrous travesty of education.
Right from the lowest primary stame up to the so-called university level, oowed
and servile teachers will be expected ko indoctrinate the young in all the
perversities of epartheid, Where in this scheme will there be room for the
teachings of science? For Darwin? Or Rousseau, who declared that all men are
born equal? And is there room for biologr in this system? For a Black man might
discover that the functions of his body are the same as those of a White man,
Dare they teach archaesclogy and history that trace the development of civilisatien
from pre-Christien tiwes in China, Indis,Bebylonia,igypt? Or the true history of
their own land and the contribution of Non="hite peoples of Africa to anclent
as well as modern cdvilization? s not

We repeat, Apartheid in university education will-neé simply ¥¢ a
matter of separeting the facas at the universities. It is an end result, the
logieal completion of a proecess,not only of robbing the Non-whites of educatlion,
but of turning a whole population back to barbarism, It means stifling the
development of their minds with the express purpose of denylng them the fruits
of modern lcivilizhtion and kedping them in & state of enslavement - mere chabtels
to serve the needs of the White master. This is what the Nationalists esell
“baaskaap.” This is the fantastic dream of a Dr, Verwoerd, who, like King Canute
of old, would bid the waves roll back at his comnand. It is true, that dresam is

for the millions of Africans a nightmare « while it lasts, But no amount of

legislation can stem the wider educative forces to which they are subject as an

indispensable part of the modern industrial system in South Africa, forces which
ir

in their operation profoundly affect hiﬁiégﬂn of life and . ways of thinking.

Morsover, the forces of world history are moving, and moving fast, in a
direction exactly opposite to that of the Minister and his Apartheid schemes =
those ingenious but futile fantasies.

April, 1957,
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