PCR RIGIONAL AND NoTIONAL FR:P, COIZITTEIS,
The Sooio=Positical agd Joonc o Aparthe

 oYVE

Introduotions
The present scoioweconomic crisis in South Afrios i=z characterised by tha fallewing

general featuress

1+ Major contradictions in the ememy ranks which &re a result of class

differentictitn within the white settler minority., The fundamental cause of this

class differaentiation, and its sociompolitical menifestetions is the rapid
conoentration and centvélisation of the wealth of our country into fewer and fewer
hands of the white rulinz class.

2s The developmenti in recent ycérs by the enemy of & strategy to try and contain

the crisis in order to save the apartheid system. Thie strategy is cheracterised by

an attempt to rationalise the whole system, méking it less wasteful and more
effeotives Some of the moet important aspects of thie strategy ares

a) the trade union reforms which ars essentially goeared to control and muszle the
nilitent worker's movement,

b) the constitutional reforms whgse aim objective is to conmolidate apartheid
colonielism &nd vhite powar in our country.

o) the creation of & black middle cliss whose function will be to serve the
interests of the ruling elites In return this black middle class will enjoy
certain privilages,

d) the consolidation of the bantusians and reinforcing tribalism. The main thrust
of this aspect is to méke the majority of the efriceng foreigners in the land
of their birthe The purpose here is to tranform almost all africans into
migrants even those living in the townships will not be exludeds

@) the development of a formula thet will include certain groups of urban
africans into & "fourth chember" of parliament, where, together with their
bantusten counter-parts, ithey will be used as & buffer eguinst the rest of the
african populations

f) the destebilisation of the front line states both militarily and economiocally,
The objective here is to prevent the ANC from receiving support for the
execution of the -utmgglu inside South &frica gince in the final anslysis it is
the escalation of the political and armed struggle wiged by the ANC which has
contributed in & large mozsure to the present crisis. Hconomically the Front
Line States ére s2en by the boers &8s & ready sowrce of cheup labour and raw
materiale end as a mérket forthe surplus of panufactures goods which the ajartheid
economy cennot absorb becuuse of the low saleries pajid to blacks,
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g) the attempis to oreate & third-political foroe among blacks, in particuler
amony; ilie urban africens, which will be uged to ncutralise tha popularity that
. the ANC enjoys &% the moment., This tactic will 2lso be used to discredit the
democratic movement at homeas
Recent events have shown thet the above mentioned strateiy is failin; hopelessly,
Rother then coniiin the crisis engendered by the struggle the strategy of the
boars seemz only to heve aggravated the crisis and intensified 1ko struggle forci-
ne the fiscist regime to reveal its true nature. Todoy there is tacit
recornition in the white rulins oléss that the oituvation is hopeless. this is
beconing more evident, especially to the white copitalists, @as the economic
crisis bites evom deeper, together with the rest of the white bourgoise they
are clamouring for talke with the ANC. Thile thims is & rocognition that thare
cén be no poace in South Africa without the ANC, they are a2lso expressing the
hope that an accomodation with the ANC at this stage might sawve their interests.

In the mcantime the racist regime isusing this political climate to dry and
measure the moed of the white eleztorate for a future accomodation of the

urban african into the presant political framework. The regime wents to

praepars the minde of the white elecctorate by usin;; the question of talks with
the ANC. "hile this is the most extreme position on the regime it ie hoping that
at loest ithe white minority will be prepared to accept, what seems to be, the
more 2ccentible alternctive of a fourth chambar of urban africans, The duostion
of telks with the ANC is only being used as & diversionary taectic by the rezime
10 hoodwink the white eleclorate intov supporting the so=called "new dispansation
for when africans"™ which ies beoing presented &s the lesser of the two evils,

Furtharmore, the regime is also hoping that by throwing out this bait it might
attract some members of the liberation !lovament onto ite side thus dividing the
movenent &painst apartheid colonialisme

ithile we cannot isnore the mencevres of the enemy we must be aware that as in the
' past, thess taotics ere bound to fail because the retsons for the prescnt
crieis occnnot be wished awayy That are some of these reasons? They ares
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a) the socio-political factors which contribute to the crisis, the most important of
which are; the rising politicdl consciousness of the black workers, the

devastating effect and impect of the combined armed struggle and political struggle
waged by the ANC, and the high economic and soCigepolitical ocast of maintajning

the apartheid system in its present form and

b) the economic crisis which was aggravated by the erisis of international
capitalism,

The South African economy is so related to imperialism that any international
crisis of the workld capitalist system is bound to affect the Jouth African economy,
These factors are beyond the control of the racist regime and other elements of the
- ruling class, It is this helplessness in the face of impending disaster which i=s
going to make the regime even more ruthless in its response to the forces of
liberation in our country.

Let us now look at some of these points in details,

A brief summary of class differentiation jn the white settler community will reag
as follows:

-For many year English speaking whites controlled mining and industrial eapital
while the afrikaner (boer) controlled BO® of agricultural capital, Crisis in the
hgricultural sector forced many white farmers into a state of poverty and turned
them into a jobless mass who become known as the "poor whites", These were quickly
absorbed into the mining, manufaeturing seetor and the apartheid administration,

= The hfrikener agriculturing bourgecisie soon moQilised these '"poor whites" unto a
united racts and fascist front which won peolitieal power under the Naticnalist
Party in 1948,

=By this mechanism the boer seetion of the white bourgeoisie was able to
consolidate its political and economic power, This was achieved by reimforeing
colonialism by instituting a whole series of apartheid laws whish were fascist ia
their application and racist in nature,

= The former "poor whites' began to play the role of junior partners in the
exploitation and oppression of the black peoples
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= The introduction and institutisnalisstisn of Tegist léws which curteiled the
labour, political, economic and utheﬁidﬂnucratic ri ht of the bleck people
confirinod the colonial nature of the South African state in its present lorme
hApartheid wes the term chosen by the boers to describe these colonial policiese
Therefore, in South Africa, apertheid is the concrete expression of colonjialism.

- Ovar the past 36 yeoars, the consolidétion of influx contreol and pass laws, job
reservition, bantustan policies, group areas act cte, has mad~ it possible for
one fraciion of the afrikener community to become equal partners with the rest
of the ceépiialist clioss.

~ Today these different cepitalists groupings control the South African cconomy
by their ownership of &t least 12 of the liriest monopolies in South Africa. Some
of them arc multinationals in their own right.

= It is the afrikéner fraction in the a2bove groupin; that control the state
machinery in South Africa. Thay are reprosented by the B&thﬂﬂ!ﬁ-lﬂ-n cligue,.

- This now allicnce of some boers with other industrial capitalists has created
divisions in the &frikener community. This Lées resulted in a disaffected ;roup
of boers vho represent the interests of the Afrikaner agricultural capitalists,
gnall businossien, proffessionals and the vhile wije carnera. A1l of them foel
betrayed hy the afriléner ipdustrial capitalist in coalition with the top brass
of the army for the follouing reisons:

a) they feel thot thedr priviledged position are being threathened &s the

afrikanner incusirizlists in power reclise thet a rationalised apartheid economy is

less wi-steful than old=siyle &purthoids

b) they feoel that industrial cepitalism, especially uenufacturing industry and

consumerism, is desiroying their tracditional wey oflifes

¢) thay foel that mapufacturing indusiry is boun; ie draw more black workers

into the urban areas ‘thulls .t}u*a&thnnin;_,* their jobs and steéndard of living as black

labour is cheiper ta use then white labour.

This group ic reprosented by tlie sowcalled "verkram te" and rightewing alliance in

the afrikener community. fihey ore led by the llulder—Teournicht clique @nd the HNP.

= Cn the socio=political front the liberul bourgeoisie and the capitalist cliss as a

whole hive game tg reélise that old siyle sportheid is sucidals Thay are irying to

find a way oul of this bottlencck. llany of the youth, students and churches in this
group are even refusing to supoort the military defonce of apartheids Along with
other similar zcts of opposition io the regime thaers is nou @ moral crisis in the

white cormmunity which is throttening 1o split it wide opene
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= This crisis is reflected in the press, in pariicular the afrikanner press, which
Tecently called for a dialomue with the ANC albeit 2 conditional one,
= The impact of the consumer society &and exposure to the outsice world, via
television &nd other means, hes slowly destroyed the go=called "superior moral
values" of the afrikanners This is seen especially amonist & growing number of uhite
youth who are refusing: the .out-dited and irrelevant maral Jimitetions on their
developments
=~ In other wordas, the "white laager’ is slowly broéking up under the impect of
the objectiive &nd subjective socio=sconomic factors,
= Naverthnlesa whites are poing to fight very hard to keep and maintain their
unitye This fight will be & bitter one for which we hive to be prepareds
=~ The cnomy's tactics for survivel will be based on two principleas=
d) Hoving atteined the tribal end étkmic division of blacks the enemy is now

trying to divide blacke on class liness
Thie principle has two objectives; one isto create a black middle class that will
heve & vested interest in the apartheid system oand, secondly, it is to disguise the
racial and colonial nature of the &partheid systemg ::ruuﬁting our struggle as &
strugegle for civil rights and welfare benefitss In the next part of this paper we
will discuss somo of the conorete ways in whiclh the enemy is this straterye
II The Inemy's Stratezy for Survivels

We heve already mentioned some of the tectics for surviwel in the introduction af
this peper, Briefly they arat

1) Trede Union reforms to control and muzglo tho black workarse

2) Constitutionsl reformes to consolidete apatheir colonialism and create & black
midcle classs

3) The consoli‘ation of the bantustans thus generalising the practise of misrent
labour,

4) The cononomic and miliiery destabilisation of the Front Lino States

5) The oreation of & third political force to "represent" urban africans

6) A reo- cllignment of white class interests, i,es all vhites hewing the samc class

interests will join together across ethnic lines,

fn exéminin; these tactics we find that the first twe, and, in partioular the

second is crucial to the enemy's strategy. The nced for poforms- in gener-l and

constitutioncl reforms in particular ceén be traced hack to the beginning of the

1970'8s The decade of the saventies was characterised by & despening sociowecononmic

and political crisis in SBouth Africa and Internctionallys The scenarie
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internationally presents & backsround to understanding the erisis in South Africa.
Thus , the gbvernment of the USA under Nixon was encountering serious economic
and aoltel problems betsduge 0f the disseiarous cansequences of the woe In Vietnime
United Stotes imperieliem poan Teflised thet 11 wag losing e wiry The whole

war effort uas too costly in lives and in dollarsg,

Pav vapjitalion woe not interested in saving lives, it wes interested in saving

the dollar which was fest looeing iie welug. Internationa] capisaligm bagan 4o houg
leos confidence in the dellar, 8ince the dollar could be exchinged for gold other
capitalist rushed to exchongs their dollars, In order to prevent & massive flight
of pold from the USA. Nixon possed 2 law making it impossible 0 gxchange dollass
for gold. Thig!eocon oaused preoblems for Bouth idfrioes begwuse gold now had to be
sold on the open market @nd was subject to the lews of supply and dewand, is a
consequence of this the Rand slowly began to loose its value in reletion to the
dollss, hile the Rand depenced primerily on South Africa's export of gold, the
dollar devended on the USA's industiral output, Ae Amarica's industrial output

apd omoris jiporaaaad the dollar geined in value. As the demends for gold fell on
the open market s0 teo Rand foll in Valus, Thio wee ygTeavalald 1Y Twg Lnwvitent
factora.

Firstly South kfrie~'s 1mnports increesed dramctically with the rapid rica in the
price of oil in 1973 and the coantimuing impact of tha internsiiomsl ail baycotts
This had a nepative ,offect on the economy as ail sanctions mede 0il price even
higher for South Africa, lhe result for South africa wes a rapid increase in
prices for South Africa. The result for South Africe was & rapid increase in orices
for all goods forcing up the rate of inflation, Furthermorein order to boost its
incustrial production South Africa hed to increase its imports of technology,
ecuipment and other mechinery. #s manufacturing industry became the most dynamic
8200 there wis & grester need for energy and technolo;y imports.

Socondly, menufacturing industiry in South Africa creoated 2 groeétoer need for &
stablo vork force as opposed to § migrant work forces The need for such a work
force based in the indystriad centres wes bound to clash with the system of Lass
laws &nd bantusianss While cfricens were encouraged by industry to come into
towns, tho police and army tricd to force them back,
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Nevert 1o tie dominonce of remufcctwrine: indu.try in .Jouth .frics po-ed th: mo-t
serious threat yet to Apartheid colenislism. The whole ecanomy increasiagly came to be
dependent. on_a_politicalised african proletariat. Even the mining sector was affacted
by this phenominon as ‘he neighbouring countrise reduced th.ir supply of migrants.

A they became independed they became more hostile to the racict regime,

Thus we find that with the rising cost of living, demial of pelitical richts and the
extrens reprecsseion of the boers in trying to conrel the influx of african & te
Tnaie indasirial areas developed a deep contribution which the regime could net
solve This contradiction was soon to explede in the 19¥2/73 werker's strikes is
Naval, Transvaal and Namibia. This militant action by the Seuth African Stadent®s
Urganisation (5AS0). These events prepared the zround for the massive 1976
ugrizingo of the black community aa a whole. The vielent and brutal represcsies by
the racist regime only served to fuel the militanoy of the opprecsed peeples of
~outh hAfrica. This continuing socio-political crisis was aggravated by increasiag
un:mployment and the fact that former militant students and pupils were joining the
violkk force as workers or trade unisnists. Censequently the struggle for national
Liberation became a confrontation between black workers, students and ether
demosrats an against the apertheid regime in alliapee with industrial eapital.
“hus capitalism in south Africe is creating the seeds of its own destruction.

im tne finol analysis it is this crisis which had brought about the serious

divisionoc in the white ruling class-especially amengst the beers, Is the

Natiznalist overnment those representing industrial capital (the Antos Huperts,

Jan Marais, h-:kermans, Let) replised that their future ley im manufacturing industry,
U:1itically they are represented by the BathgfMMalan clique. They were able, with

the support of the army, to win the fisht ageainst the represoentatives of
egricultural capital which is the base of the right wing afrikanners. This latter
group iz represented by the Mulder/Trunicht/Hertzeg clique. The “infermatioms
scandal" was used by the Botha/Malan clique to defeat the Mulder clique,

The army had an intere-t in supporting “Afrikenner industrial capital" because the
latter could assure the production of armaments which were the object of am
international srm: embargo. Furthemore manufacturing industry attracted foreigm
investments frpom multinastionrals. Thece inventments alro imcluded the pgoeijility of
t2rhnolo y much needed in the arms industry. This was borne out in a recent book

by ¥Frof. Phillip Frankel and reviewed in an article im the sunday Tribute

(6.5.84) Dr. Frankel said, ‘‘whole set of relutions have developed between the
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corporate sector and the military since the UN arms embargo forced the country to
lock interpally and redigect capitel investment.' The corporate establishment has
an important role to play, not just in supplyin; military hardware, but alse
goftware, There are enormous .numbers ¢f companies who sell everything from plastic
cups and ghoes to shelving cystems to the military establishment and are
dependent on it. It is not a coincideice, therefore, the present regime is

~ known as the Bothaftalan clique.

It is this resime therefore thot has a vested interest in developing a strategy to
ceunteract the present cr2®sis which ic “creating the condistions for revolution.
The growth of this revolutionary climu.te iz being further enhanced by the
political end armed actions:iof the ANC whose undisputed role as the van-gusrd
movement for liberatiun in <outh Af-ica is even being recogniszed by the enemy and
its imperialist allians.

III The "Total .tratexy" and its application.
The enemy manouvres to counteract the revolutionary tide is called the enemy's
"otal ~tratepy'. Ve have already 'isted uome of these tactics as they appipt

generally. The, specific ways i which they can be concretely used or are being

uszed pey be explained us follows.

7« to win the suppurt of other sect.onz of the business community the re,ime will
have to reduce state interference in the sconomy, reduce company taxes, remove
subsidies for Yoe; fermers, contrel t.e money supply, retionalise and meke the
apartheid asdministration less waitefu!l, stabilise , and remove import and price
controls. If the regime tries to'do all these things it will antagonise a large
section of afrikanner community.

2. The le;islation concerning black trade unions, discussdd earlier on.

3« The intreodpction of Constitutional reforms the political structure of the
country #o as to facilitate effe#tive cont ol of the apaertheid state by the
ruling cligue.

k, The intrcduction of constitutional reforms to win the nupport of urban
africans, coloured and indian: thus caus .ng divisions in the unity of black
forces apposed to the system.

5. Levelop the armed forces, police and other repressive institutions ::0 that
they suppert the present regime. In the article quoted earlier on Dr. Frankel
soid ", ,,.if the new reform f‘ormula does not work out, because of complexity

or lack of political cupport, the executive will look for other rethods to

push reform throush and bring the military into the executive. There are many
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ways to do this. The cabinet working in conjuction with a military council, or
half the cabinet being military officers. Any future pgovernment leader will have
to ally himrelf with the military to win office."

6. Consolidation of bantustans and the incorporation of townchips into bantustans
#0 as to reduce the number with rights to be in urban areas.

7« Intermationally to present itself as a reasonable, peaceful government by
calling for nepgotiations with the ANC if the ANC abandons armed struggle; its
alliance with the Jouth African Communisy Party; its ties with LSocialist coumtrles,
and recognises the sovekeignity of the apartheid state. This tactic is used to
cause divisions in our ranks.

8. Develop a rnfuign policy which will get uouth Africa out of its international
isolation and, regionally, to try and contrel the neighbouring states both
politically and economically. Obviously the other fractions of the white community
are not going to give up without a fight. The present conflicts and disputes in
whites polities is but a reflection of this contradictien in the enemy ranks.

The regime will not be able to maintain a united white or boer laager for much
longer. The boer farmers. petty bourgeosie and boer wage earners ﬁra beginning to
see no role for themselves while the established business community is howling

for the regime to negotiate with the ANC before the sistuation becemes too
radical and they loose everything. In the meantime the coloured and Indiam youth
and a growing minority of white youth are fast realising that their only chance for
survival is to joka with the forces of liberation. Already they are deserting the
army. Very soon, as the struggle intensifies, many more will leave the army.

or refuse,to join it.

Thece then are the contradictiens and strategies adopted by the regime. How to
counteract them will be the task of the next section of this paper.

IV Hew to out-manoceuvre the encmy.

In order to combat and out-mancevre the enemy, the following tactics should be
ﬁtrﬂnﬁlq considered.

1) Maximum unity of all democratic and progre#sive forces both inside and outside tl.z
the country.

20 Pre-enting the ANC an alternative government representing the interests of all
south Africans irrespective of race, tribe or colour,



0/
—) -

5} Developing and propagating a clear. coheaive and comprehen-ive ideological
position and programme of action whibh should explain in the anti-colonial nature
of our struggle and which should populariese the Freedom Charter as being the
minimum basis for the establishment of a juet und democratic South Africa.

4) All attempts should be made to expose the contradictions in the enemy ranks
and thus break the white laager. Whites, in particular Afrikanners, should be made
aware that their interests will best bo served in an independent and free South
Africa. Yie should deliberately aggravete and deepen the socio-political and
economic crisis while at the same'time trying to win over as many whites as
possible onto our side. Ve must break the hold of fear that the regime has over
the whites, coloured and Indians, Similar tactics have proved successful in
ﬁigﬁria, Vietnam, Anpgola and Mozambique.

5J) We need to have a firm and ;rinciplﬂd position when it comes to negotiations
with the boers. While a firm and prinuiﬁlad position when it comes to negotiations
with the boers. While we have long presented our conditions for such negotiations,
we muct refuse to compromise on any the conditions put forward by the boers. In our
own ranks, in order to have a united and uniform position we must;

a) fight to preserve the unity of our alliance withthe SACP, BACTU and other
members of the Congress Alliance, In particular we need to combat all tendencies
which want to discredit and minimise the role of the communists and worker's
representatives within our movement.

b) We need to combat all tendencies which want to ianlaﬁa us from our natural
allies internationally, especially the Sociamlist Countries led by the Soviet
Union, the African countries and other progressive intarnaﬁ}unal furces.

¢) We need to re-emphasise the need for armed struggle and fight any tendency
which tries to discredit MK (Umkhonto We Jizwe) and its cadres énd which tries to
belittle the role of armed struggle and Umkhonto. Wie also need to educate our
people to the relationship between armed struggle and political struggle.

Showing them that the high level reached now in our strugzle is due to the
continuation of armed struggle and politcal mobilisation. We need to show our
people and our allies (in particular fhe Front Line States) that if the cnemy
wants to negotiate now it is because of the intensification of the armed struggle
and not in spite of it. Ve must be aware that if we give up armed struggle we
will loose our .Etrﬁn,gErEt bargaining weapon.
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d) In developing a correct perspective of the anti-colonial nature of our struggle
we must never recognise the sovereignity of the apartheid state. To do so will be to
ligitimise apartheid colonialism and be party to our own opprescion. We should 1« y-
always expose the illegality of the present regime because it does not represent
the interests of all South Africans. Our struggle is a struggle for national

self determination first and foremost. This should be made clear to our allies so
that our struggle is not confused with a civil rights struggle.

6) We need to be vigilant at all times against enemy mancevres to divide or

destroy us. In conjunction with imperialism the apartheid regime will put eccnomic,
political and military pressure on the Front Line States to try and persuade us

to accept the so=-called conditions for negotistions. Through devious means they will
also try and influence some of us to pressurise our leaderchip to accept these
conditions. We must be strong and vigilant and be aware of any such influences.
5imilarly they will try and influence us to attack communists, democrats and other
sympathisers. We need to become self-reliant so as to avoid becoming too

dependent on western aid donars who might be used against us. W need to be
vigilant against all anti-Soviet and anti-democratic tendencies. We must be
careful of not being used to undermine the morale and fijhting capacity of our
people's army, MK. Whatever problems that we face should be discussed within

the structures provided for by the ANC

?7) We need to fight all attempts by the enemy to create a third-force which will

be used to mobilise at home and abroad to such an extend that there must be no
doubt that the ANC is the sole reflected in all international organisations.
5imilarly we must work for the de-recognition of the apartheid state in these

very same organisations and cloewhere.

8)The apartheid economy is in a deep crisis. We need to make an in-depth study

of this crisis so as to exploit the contradictions within the system. The recent
strikes, stay aways, boycotts and demonstrations have proved beyond any doubt

that our workers can destroy the economy. We therefore nced to make a concerted
effort together with the SACP and SACTU to mobilise the workers especially in
those sectors which are crucial for the e¢nemy. Ve need to wage a sustained

campaign to make cconomic sectors, institutions and infrastructures unworkable thus
creating a climate of insecurity which will scare away potential investors and
plunjze the economy into a deeper crisis.

9) We need to instil a greater sense of confidence in our workers by creating
Worker's Defence Committees or brigades which will protect the interests of the
workers agoinst unfair and unjust practises of the bo-ses, managers, directors

and comapnies.
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These people must not be-allowed to kill, maim, deport, fine or lay-off our
workers. They must be forced to pay a living wage. The workers defence committee must
take it upon themselves to punish those bosses who do not respect the rights of the
workers. We chould not allow managements to get away with dismissals and
deportations as was the case recently with the SASOL management following the
stay-away. The workers must know that the movement is there to help them defend
themselves, This will inspire them to act with greater courage and determination.
The capitalist must be made to realise that they must either pay-up or close=upe.
This combination of a strong workers defence and ever increasing African economy
into a perpetual crisis-especially if it is backed by international economic
sanctions and a systematic and sustained campaign of sabotage and armed actions
against weak points in the economy.
10) We need to strenjithen the inter-relationship between worker's struggle and
armed struggles More workers need to be trained in politico-military work so that
all workers actions can be backed up with armed struggle. By so doing we will
be creating the basis for people's war, because in our country a people's war and

a people's army must necessarily be based amonst the workers be they in the
urban areas or in the country side.

CONCLUSION :

If we want to win our war in liberation all progressive forces to close ranks
against enemy manouvres and reactionary elements out to sow confusion and disunity.
Some people, pretending to be involved in our struggle, are consciously working
for the enemy using primitive emotionalism bascd on fear and greed to divide us.
Others are unwittingly and unconsciously being u ed by the enemy and enemy agents
to create and destroy us. They are beinyg used to exploit even the slightest
problems we might be having., “e can defeat these manoecuvres by making a genuine
attempts to solve our problems in a comradely and constructive manner. Let us bury
all petty differences and build a solid, progressive and united revolutionary
organisation in order to defeat the enomy.

Close ranks as we move forward in the year of the Cadre.

Amandla! Matlal
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