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Or K i t l c CI us , o f t h e N a t i o n a l Meize 

Producare ' O r g a n i s a t i o n (NAePO), s a i d t h a t any 

' s i l l e r s ' c a r t e l would be fought t o o t h and n a i l ' . 

(The s e i z e producers a l s o have i t I n f a r t h a 

s t a t e ' s p o l i c y o f s u b s i d i s i n g and p r o t e c t i n g 

l o c a l i n d u s t r y , such es s t e e l , t r a c t o r anginas. 

a t e , which push up costs t o a g r i c u l t u r e . Said 

t h a NAwPO j o u r n a l : 'Desp i te t h a r o l s t h a 

pro tac tad domestic indust ry P**y* i n pushing 

up e a i r e p r i c e s , tha S t a t s expects t h a a a i z a 

producers t o bear t h a b run t o f t h a losses 

i n c u r r e d on f o r e i g n var fcots ' - t h a e x p o r t o f 

Mflize could earn flGOOatillion i n f o r e i g n 

exchange) , 

Tha M i n i s t e r o f A g r i c u l t u r e has repeated h i s 

t h r e a t t o r e - i n t r o d u c e p r i c e c o n t r o l on a e a l 

• i f t h a conauaer should ba e x p l o i t e d * , then and 

hoe w i l l he dec ide t h a t t h a consumer i s belpg 

exp lo i ted? S t a r v a t i o n , m a l n u t r i t i o n end 

pover ty i s t h e r e a l r e a d y - e i l l i t need food 

r i o t a T 

SCHOOLBOY 
POLIGE 
THE use of "schoolboy p o l i c e ' s r l a a s d i r e c t l y 

out o f t h a s t a r v a t i o n and landhunger t h a t c h a r a c t e r ­

i s e s t h e bantuetan r e g i o n s , 

and i n d i r e c t l y out o f t h e ' M i l i t a r i s a t i o n * o f 

s h i t e s o c i e t y t h a t i s e s s e n t i a l t o t h a e a i n t e n -

ance o f e h l t a p o l i t i c a l d o a i n a t i o n . 

This b r i e f i n g e i l l t r a c e t h a o r i g i n s of t h a 

present eoves t o I n c l u d e e h l t a boys f o r a a l l y i n 

t h e repress ive s t r u c t u r e s of t h e South A f r i c a n 

s t a t e . I t needs t o be s i t u a t e d w i t h i n e w i d e r 

ana lys is t h a t looks a t o t h e r examples of such 

p o l i t i c a l and i d e o l o g i c a l p r e p a r a t i o n o f , 

p r i a a r i l y , e h l t a s o c i e t y ; and t h a t looks a t t h a 

range of ' p o l i c e * f o r c e s t h a t e x i s t i n South 

A f r i c a a t present ( f r o e I n d u s t r i a l coamondos 

t o p i s t o l c lubs ( s e a , f o r example, tXP 7 : 1 S - 2 1 ) ) . 

• 

CATTLE THEFT - TEBTO OR STARVATION 

ONE o f t h e f i r s t r e p o r t s t h a t appeared on tha 

use o f schoolboys t o a i d t h a r e g u l a r South A f r i c a n 

p o l i c e s a i d t h a t c a t t l e were having t h e i r tendons 

s l a s h e d , i n t h a seme way as t h a ' t e r r o r i s t s ' had 

been doing i n Rhodesia i n o r d e r t o 'he lp a long• 

t h e depopula t ion o f c e r t a i n border a g r i c u l t u r a l 

a r e a s . I n t h i s case i t was t h e n o r t h e r n a reas 

of N a t a l be ing spoken about* and t h e opera t lona 

b e i n g r e p o r t e d on were a g a i n e t c a t t l e r u s t l e r s * 

Twenty boys, aged between 16 end 18 f r e e 

t h e Vryhe ld and Newcast le H igh Schools were 

be ing ueed t o a i d t h a p o l i c e o p e r a t i n g i n tha 

Uboabo a rea o f nor thern N a t a l . The boys 

manned ( s i c ) - r o a d b l o c k s ' t o search v e h i c l e s f o r 

dagga, weapons and i l l i c i t l i q u o r ' , p a t r o l l e d 

r o u t e s thought t o be taken by poachers , and 

Th is a t t h e end of searched f o r snares . 

1979. 

One a r t i c l e quoted SAP Pub l ic R e l a t i o n s 

O f f l c s r Lt Col Leon M a l l e t ( t h a one who wore 

camouflage u n i f o r a t o appear on t e l e v i s i o n ) 

as s a y i n g : 

We're undermanned and ask ing t h e s c h o o l ­
boys f o r he lp seeasd l i k e a good p l a n . 
I t a l s o gave thea soae idea o f what b e i n g 
a policeman l a a l l a b o u t , and as a r e s u l t 
s e v e r a l have i n d i c a t e d they want t o J o i n 
t h a f o r c e whan they leave s c h o o l . T h a t ' s 
g r e a t - ea r e a l l y need thea (Scope, 2 1 . 0 3 . 6 0 ) , 

Another r e p o r t on t h e s a w i n c i d e n t spoke 

of t h e sea ls o f t h e poaching t h a t was going 

on - 'an average of 25 s tock t h e f t s a aonth 

were r e p o r t e d i n t h a past . I n t h e f i r s t s ix 

aonths of t h e year 4 2 5 c a t t l e were s t o l e n f r o a 

f a r e a * ( N a t a l Mercury, 1 4 . 1 2 . 7 9 ) . 

Dur ing 1979 t h a SAP i n v e s t i g a t e d 27 000 

cases o f stock t h e f t i n v o l v i n g 130 000 a n i a a l a , 

and i n i t i a t e d 9 000 prosecut ions I n v o l v i n g 

12 000 peop le . 'Moat t h e f t s were f o r t h e p o t ' , 

* concluded t h e name a r t i c l e (Sunday T r i b u n e , 

04.05.60). 
-

OAGGA - CORRUPTING THE YOUTH? 

DURING t h e e a r l y p a r t o f I 960 schoolboys 

were used i n s e v e r a l r a i d s a g a i n s t dagga 

p l e n t a t i o n e i n N a t a l . For example, i n January 

32 schoolboys- ware e n l i s t e d t o he lp w i t h t h a — 

p u l l i n g out o f dagga p l o n t e e f t e r crops had 

bean apot ted by an a i r f o r c e h e l i c o p t e r 

( S t a r , 1 7 . 0 1 . 6 0 ) . Th la was a t P a u l p l e t e r a b u r g 

i n f e r i a l . E a r l y I n A p r i l a r e p o r t s a i d t h a t 

' V o l u n t e e r s c h o o l c h i l d r e n , p o l i c e r e s e r v i s t s 

and South A f r i c a n Defence Force a i r c r a f t he lped 

destroy huge degge p l a n t a t i o n s i n Nor thern N a t a l * 

(ROW, 0 2 . 0 4 . 6 0 ) . 

L a t e r t h a t aonth tha m^rt who was s a i d t o 

have In t roduced t h e i d e a of u s i n g schoolboys 



i n t h i s r a l e , B r l o a d i a r M u l l a r van Eyck, . 

(D iv is ional Coaalss ionar o f P o l l c a i n nor thern 

N a t a l , aant lonad ' c i l p l ' the t could o n l y 

accommodate 40 p u p i l s a t a t i m e , and ha was a l s o 

r a p o r t a d t o ba p lannnlng t h a usa of achoolboya 

'on p a t r o l s i n small toana wi thout any 

unnscasaary r i a k a ' . Ha aaw t h a a x a r c i a a aa 

r a c r u l t l n f j f o r tha SAP and aa r e l i e v i n g tha 

c r i t i c a l s t a f f shortaga i n t h a SAP, a a l d t o 

' stand a t 2 800 man of a l l racaa I n 1960. 

• 

RESPONSES 

THE mat ta r was by now p a t t i n g too auch p u b l i c i t y 

and o f f i c i a l raaponaa* vara ba lng demanded. Tha 

Sunday Times ( 2 0 . 0 * . 8 0 ) r a p o r t a d t h a t t h a 

SAP ' a r a p lanning t o launch a n a t i o n a l f o r c a o f 

schoolboy t u x l l l a r l a s t o ha lp aaaa t h a i r aanpowar 

a t ior ta f la* . Tha r a p o r t a t a t a d t h a t t h a SAP hopad 

t o ba raady f o r t h a f l r a t ' i n t a k a ' by t h a t l a a o f 

t h a J u l y h o l i d a y s , Z t M i d tha t t h a raaaon why 

t h a boys mould not t>m armad aaa t h a t t h a r a aould 

n o t ba anouQh t i n e t o t r a i n t h a a . Thay aould 

not ba p a i d but g lvan a ' sma l l aoaanto 1 a f t a r 

compla t lon o f t h a l r ' t a r * o f d u t y * . A d o a a l a r 

• a a a a l d t o ba i n t h a hands o f t h a a a c r a t a r y f o r 

N a t i o n a l Educa t ion , DJT van tyfc, 

Tha r a p o r t a d aova aaa s t r o n g l y condamnad 

by t h a Transvaa l Taachara' Assoc ia t ion and t h a 

PFP. Tha M i n i 3 t a r o f P o l i c e denied t h a t t h a r a 

vara any o f f i c i a l aovaa t o form a schoolboy 

raaarva ( S t a r , 2 1 . 0 4 , 6 0 ) . Tha C i t i z e n put 

i t aa a t r o n g i y aa an 'emphatic d e n i a l ' by 
i 

L o u l a l a Granga, ahoa thay quotad aa say ing t h a t 

t h a prev ious d a y ' s Sunday Tines r a p o r t 'aaa not 

on ly wrong1 but aas an axaap la ' o f hoa a nawapapar 

i n South A f r i c a o r alaawhara should not a c t ' 

( 2 1 . 0 4 . 8 0 ) . I * * 

Ola T r a n s v a l a r , i n a r a p o r t haadad 'No 

c h a n c a j o f p o l l c a b o y a * . aas f a r l a s s adamant than 

t h a C i t i z e n t h a t t h a r a aould ba no schoolboy 

* ' 

p o l l c a . Thay quoted La Grange (obv ious ly a 

aaW who speaks w i t h a fo i l t ad tongue, i f tha 

nawspapars a r a t o ba b a l i s v a d ) a s saying t h a t 

ha would not h a s l t a t a t o make i t e a s i e r f o r 

scholars t o ha lp t h a p o l l c a * l f soaath ing 

l o v e l y ( a o o i a ( s i c ) ) can coaa f r o a i t ' ( 2 1 , 0 4 . 6 1 ) . 

- A n . e d i t o r i a l I n t h a aaaa nawapapar a a l d 

t h a t a paacafu l soc ie ty depends on t h a a h i t a 

p o p u l a t i o n but t h a t t h a r a was , howayar, a 

shortaga o f p o l l c a . Schoolboy p o l i o a waraV 

t h a r a f o r a , a good i d a a . I t a t tacked t h a f F P ' a * 

nay S w a r t , and aa ld t h a t t h a p l a n t s not 

' abhor rant (a fakuwa*kand) f - ' p r a c t i c a l nacwasi ty 

counta f o r aora than bourpaola ( s i c ) n o t i o n s of 

tha r o l a of t h a y o u t h ' ( l ) ( 

t Not much aora wfa sa id u n t i l , i n September 

t h i a y a a r , the aaaa t l l n l a t a r l a Granga announcad 

t h a f o r m a t i o n o f a ' j u n i o r p o l l c a raaarva f o r c a ' . 

a 16 yaara or o l d a r 

a v o l u n t a r y 

1 p h y s i c a l l y s u i t a b l e 

a d u r i n g school h d l i d a y a 
• 

H no r a a u n a r a t l o n , but t r a n a p o r t and 'equipment* 

t o ba providad 

a no u r d f o r a a , but ' v i s i b l e mark o f i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

would ba w o r n ' , * i 

Tha p l a n has since coaa i n f o r a l o t o f 

c r i t i c i s m , and support , flapporf quotad haad-

a a s t a r a a t A f r l k a a n a - l a n g u a g a schools aa suppor t ing 

t h a l d a a a twla^-haar tad ly . C r i t i c i s m has coma 

f r o a Engl ish- language nawspapars, a a p a c l a l l y o f 

t h a powara of a r r a a t t h a t t h a achoolboya w i l l 

have ( ' a l w a y a subject t o superv is ion and c o n t r o l ' ) , 

t h a Black Sash ( t h a k i d s -could bw uaad i n t h a 

enforcement o f t h a pasa l a w a ) , P r o f # a * o r John 

Ougardr r f t h a Cantra f o r App l iad Laga l S t u d i a a 

a t V i t a , and a c l i n i c a l psycho log is t * Or Ntatho 

M o t l s n a ' s quotad rasponsa i s l ass c l a a r i n i t s -

condemnation - ha aakad 'why young boys wara 

b a i n g r w c r u l t a d f o r a r a a a r v a f o r c a i t w n 

thousands o f black man wara unemployed and 

would a a g a r l y ( s i c ) perform such a duty* 

(Sunday Express, 2 0 . 0 9 . 8 1 ) . Tha Sowatan 

aa ld t h a t t h a M i n i s t e r had a t a t a d t h a t a l l 

race groups would bo given t h a oppor tun i ty * 

t o aarva t h a community i n t h i s way ( 1 6 . 0 S . 8 1 ) : 

C o n t r i b u t i o n s on t h a l sauas r a l a a d by 

the^e novas a r a walcoaat 

* 
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