Dr Kit lg Clus, of ths National Maize
Producers' Orpenisation (NAPO), sald that any
‘millers’ cartel would be Tought tooth and naill®.

(The maize producers also have it in for the
state's policy of subsidising and protscting
local industry, such as steel, tractor engines,
etc, which push up costs to agriculture. Said
the NAWPO jourrml: "Despite the role the
protected domestic industry plays in pushing
uwp malze prices, the State sxpects ths maire
producers to bear the brunt of the losses
incurred on foreign markets® - the export of
maize could sarm RBO0-million in foreign
mxchange) .

: The Minister of Agriculture has repsated his
threat to re-introduce price control on meal

*if the consumer should be sxploited'. When and
how will he decide that the consumer is being
exploited? Gtarvation, salnutrition and

povarty is there alresady - will it nesd food
riocta?

SCHOOLBOY
POLICE

THE 1uu af ‘schoolboy polica’ arises directly

out of ths starvation and landhunger that charscter-

ises ths bantustan regions,

and indirectly out of the 'militarisation’' of
white society that is essential to the mainten-
ance of white political domination.

This brisfing will trace the origina of the
present moves to include white boys Formally in
ths repressive structures of the South African
state. It nesds to be situated within a wider
analysis that looks at other examples of such
political and ideclogical preparation of,
primarily, white soclety; and that looks at the

rangs of ‘police* forces that exist in South
Africa at present [from industrial cosmandos
to pistol clubs (see, for example, WIP 7:15-21)).

CATTLE THEFT - TERRDA OA STAAVATION
ONE of the first reports that sppsarsd on the
use of schoolboys to aid the regular South African
police said that cattle were having their tendons
slashed, in the same way as the *terrorists’ had
been doing in Ahodesia in order to "help along®
tha depopulation of certain border agricultural
arsas. In this case it was the northern areas
of Natal baing spoken about?! and the operations
h:ﬁm reported on were againat cattle rustlers.
Twanty boys, aged betwssn 16 and 18 from
the Vryhald and Newcastle High Bchools warse
being used to aid the police operating in tha
Ubombo area of northern Natal. The boys
manned (aic) -roadblocks 'to ssarch vehicles for
dagga, wespons and 1llicit liguor', patrolled
routas thought to be taken by poschars, snd

searched for snares. This was at the snd of
1979, : _

One articls guoted SAP Public Relations
Officer Lt Col Leon Mellet (the one who wore
camouflage uniform to sppear on telsvision)
as saylng:

Wo'ra undermanned and asking the school-
boys for help sesmed like a good plan.

It also gave them soma ides of what bedng
a policeman is all sbout; and 83 & result
sevaral have indicated they want to jodn
the forca when thay lsave school. That's

great - we really need them (Scope, 21.03.80).

jl"ﬁthll" report on the same incident spokas
of the scale of the poaching that was going
on - 'an avarage of 25 stock thefts a month
wara reported in tha past. In the first six
monthas of the yesar 425 cattle were stolen from
farms® (Natal Mercury, 14.12.79).

During 1979 tha SAP investigated 27 D00
cases of stock theft involving 130 000 animals, -

5 mﬁ initiated 8 000 prosscutions imvolwving

12 000 people. ‘Most thefts were for the pot*;
concluded the sams article [Bunday Tribune,
04.05.80).

DAGEA -~ CORRUPTING THE YOUTHT
DURING the sarly part of 1980 schoolboys
ware uaad in several railds sgalnst dagpga
plantations in Natal. For exssple, in January
32 schoolboys wers enlisted to halp with the—
pulling out of dagges plants after crops had
besn spotted by an air force helicopter
(Btar, 17.01.80). This was at Paulpistersburg
in Matal. Early in April a report said that
"Yoluntear schoolchildren, police reservists
and South African Defence Force aircraft helped
destroy huge dagga plantations in Northsrn H!ll:.ll'
(ROM, 02.04.80).

Later that month the man who was said to
have introduced the ides of using schoolboys




in tl.-hu role, Brigadisr Muller van Eyock,
Divisional Cosmissioner of Police in northern
Natal, sentioned 'cemps' that could only

" _m:—ndlt--lﬂmillltil:in,unuhlmllm

reported to be plannning tha uss of schoolboys
*on patrals in small towns ﬂtﬁmt any
unnecessary risks’'. Ha saw the lhl‘ll."l:ill as
recruiting for the BAP and as relieving the

- gritical staff shortage in the BAP, saild to
‘stand at 2 500 men of all races in 1580.

AESPONBES
" THE matter was by now getting too much publicity
and official responses were being demanded. The
Bunday Times (20.04.80) reportsd that the
. BAP 'ars planning to launch a natiomal forcs of
schoolboy duxiliaries to halp sass their manpowsr
shortage’. The report stated that the SAP hoped
to be ready for the first 'intake' by the tims of
the July holideys. It said"that the reason why
the boys would not be armed was 1;hlt there would
not be snough time to train them, They would
not be paid but given 4 ‘small momento' aftsr
complation of thelr 'term of duty'. A doasisr
_ wab said to ba in ths hands of the sscretary for
National Education, DUT van Wyk. T

The reparted move was strongly condemnad
by tha Trensvaal Teschesrs' Association and the
PFP. The Ministsr of Police denied that there
'wers sny official moves to form a schoolboy
‘ressrva (Star, 21.04.80). The Citizen put
it as strongly as an "emphatic ql-ﬂfl' by
Louis le Grange, whom they quoted as saying that
the previous day's Sunday Times report 'was not
only wrong' but was an example 'of how a' newspaper
_ 4n South Africa or slssshare should ‘net st '
(21.04.80). -

Dis Transvalsr, in a report headed 'No
- chance of police boys', was far less adamant than
the Citizen that thers would be .no schoalboy

police. They Guoted Le Grangs (cbvicusly a
man who spesks with a forked tongue, if the
neEwspapers are to ba belisved) as saying that

ha would not hesitate to make it esasisr for
scholars to help the police 'if something
lovely (mocis (sic)) ‘can come from it' (21.04.81).
2 Anudi.tl:ri.ll in the same newipsper said
that a psacaful soclety depends on the H'lit.ll
population but that thers was, howeyer, a
shortage of police, Bohoolboy police wers,
thersfore, a good ides. It ettacked tha FFP's
Ray Bwart, and said that the plan’'is not
‘abhorrent (afskuwekkend)' - 'predtical necessity
counts for mors then bourgeois (sic) notions of
the rols of the youth' (1)

. Not much more wps said until, in Beptember

this ysar, tha sams-Ministar le ﬁ‘?ﬂlw

.

‘the formation of a 'Jmﬁnr-pnliul reserve force"

® 16 ysars or older
_ voluntary i
physically suitable
during school hdlidays
no remuneration, but trensport and mli-lnt
~ to bs provided .
no uriforms, but "visible mark of 1dmt1ﬂn-tinn
would ba worn'. 5
The plan has since come in for s lot of
criticiss, and support. RAapport quoted head-
masters at Afriksans-languags schools as supporting
the idea whole-heartedly. ':rlthin has coma :
from English-language newspspers, sspecially of
the powers of arrest that the schoolboys will

have ['always subject to suparvision and uuﬂtrul*].l

the Hlack Sash (ths kids .could be used in the
anforcement of the pass laws), Profsssor John
Dugard uf the Centrs for Applisd Legal Studies
at Wits, and a clinigal psychologist. 'Or Ntatho
Motlana's quoted respornas is-less clear in ite-
uni;:l-'-tim - ha asked '-i:r young boys ware
being recruited for a ressrve force when

\

thousands of black men wars u‘ﬂlnrld and
would sagerly (sic) perform such a duty'
(Sunday Express, 20.09.81). The Bawstan
said that the Ministsr had stated that all
raca groups would ba given the nppurl'.mj.';f .
to serve the comsunity in this way {'_IE.:B.B'II:
Contributions on the issues reised by
these moves are walcoms.
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