what is néeded to survive is not constant,
but changes in different clrcumstances.
If the working class is strong and
organised, it may ba able -to increase
what is considered to be sufficient ko
live on; 4if ‘the worksrs are wesk and
disorganised, the capitalists are able to
lower the average survival consumption of .
workers. (WIF 19:27).

Thus, the power of the capitalist class may,
at certain stages, be such that it actually
reduces what is considered soclally necessary
for working class survival, and depresass the
.. laval of Iurll:irTn class consumption. . In
practical terms, this means that workers eat
*less, and that the guality of what they sat

l.:nmr. the quality of housing and clothing
may &-::J,_i.r-. there will be less monay avallable
for health care, schooling, etc. This saort of
process is detailed in WIP 17 under the genaral
title Inflation and thae Iﬂrﬂim Class. In_the
saction on Falling wages, it is shown how

tha ui'-uﬂl_hrd of living of workers is actuamlly
falling in Bouth Africa, and that what is
considared to be ‘socially necessary’ for
survival is declining for st least some
sections of the working class. [ses WIP 17:26).

Becausa, in this general sxample, surplus

labpur tied is being increassd relstive to
“necessary labour time (rather than absolutely,
as in our first example), this is called the
production of relative surplus value. In the

" one case, the division between surplus and
“necessary labour time is changed absolutely,

by lengthening the working day; in the othar,
it is the internal divisions of the working day
- which are changed relative to sach other.
' ThHare are othar ways of producing relative
surplus value, apart’ from the one described
_sbove. At this stage they need not be dealt

. with in any detall, although we will ba

F ';-'I:q.n-pirq to this question in part 3 of tha
saries.

What is important at this stage is to
rﬂli!:l that the way in which the caplitalist
class attempts to lncrease the amount of
surplus value it takes over (appropriates)
from the working class is a very important
social relation in society. A soclety in
which absolute surplus value (lengthening
the working day] is the major way of
appropriating surplus value will in some ways
ba differpnt from a society in which relative

surplus valua is more important. In othar words,

the way in which surplus value is appropristed
(taken over) by the capitmlist clasa is an
important soclal relation, mecessary to

understand in analysing society. For sxasple,
if the capitalist class is cutting bmck on
working class consumption, ie lessaning

necessary labour time relative to surplus labour

time, the level of repression is gelng to be

very high in that soclety. A certain degres

af Fforce and violence will be used by the

ruling class to enforce a cut back on what

is considared socilally necessary to surviwva.
Jhe importance of this will become clearer

in part 3 of this series on political economy,

i'mnln coma to look at some on tha ways in
which the capitalist class has sppropriated

surplus value in the development of Bouth

African capitalism. This is one of the keys
to Lmdurufmdlnn segragation and the migrant
labour l;.r_ut-. as well as institutions like

‘hostela, compounds and townships.

CONCLLUSION

AN this sectlon, wa have sesen that social

relations, rather than things or peoples’

intentions or ideas, are a key to understanding,

how spclety works. We consldered two very
important sets of social relations:
1} the relationship of the capitalist and

warking class -to the means of production.
Here we discovered that tha capitmlist's
ownership of the means of production wsas an
important basis of power. This poser allowed
them to force the working class to produce
surplus value, to decide what is to be
produced, how it is to be produced, and how the
surplus is distributed.

2] the different says in which the production
of surplus value is increased is also a key
social relationship. In this article, we
distinguished between the production of

ehsolute surplus valus, and relative surplus

value., The way in which surplus value is
produced and appropriated is very important

in understanding why there are different forms
of capitalist society.

In the next part of this series on political
economy, w8 will look at some of the specific
ways in which the nupitn],j,at:lc.lu.au has
increased its rate of surplus value
appropriation (exploitation) in Bouth Africa,
arnd how these machanlisms explailn some of the
features of a racially segregatef socisty
initially based on & .!-}rat- of migrant labour.
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