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whet I s needed to s u r v i v e i s not c o n s t a n t , 
but changes i n d i f f e r e n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 
I f t h e working c l a s s i a a trong and 
o r g a n i s e d , i t nay be a b l e t o i n c r e a s e 
wrwrt I s cons idered t o ba s u f f i c i e n t t o 
l i v e on; i f f h e workers o r e meek and , 
d i s o r g a n i s e d , t h e c a p i t a l i s t s are a b l e t o 
lower the average s u r v i v a l consumption of 
workers. ( g i P 1 9 : 2 7 ) . 

Thus, t h e power of the c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s may. 

a t c e r t a i n s t a g e s , be such tha t i t a c t u a l l y 

reduces what i s cons idered s o c i a l l y neces sary 

f o r working c l a s s s u r v i v a l , and d e p r e s s e s t h e 

l e v e l of1 working c l a s s consumption. , I n 

p r a c t i c a l t o n e s , t h i s means t h a t workers e a t 

l e s s , and that t h e q u a l i t y o f what they e a t 

i s poorer; t h e q u a l i t y o f hous ing and c l o t h i n g 

m y d e c l i n e ! there w i l l be l e e s money a v a i l a b l e 

f o r h e a l t h c a r e , s c h o o l i n g , e t c . This s o r t o f 

proces s i s d e t a i l e d in WP 17 under t h e genera l 

t i t l e I n f l a t i o n and the Working C l a s s . In^tha 

s e c t i o n on f a l l i n g wages . I t I s shown how 

t h e standard of l i v i n g of workers I s a c t u a l l y 

, f a l l i n g i n South A f r i c a , and that what I s 

cons idered t o be " s o c i a l l y n e c e s s a r y ' f o r 

s u r v i v a l l a d e c l i n i n g f o r o t l e a a t some 

s e c t i o n s of t h e working c l a s s , ( s e e M P 1 7 : 2 6 ) . 

Because , In t h i s genera l example, surp lus 

labour timer l a being increased r e l a t i v e t o 

neces sary labour time ( ra ther than a b s o l u t e l y , 

a s In our f i r s t example ) , t h i s i s c a l l e d the 

product ion o f r e l a t i v e surp lus v a l u e . In the 

one c a g e , the; d i v i s i o n between surp lus and 

neces sary labour time I s changed a b s o l u t e l y , 

by lengthening t h e working day; in t h e o t h e r , 

I t I t t h e i n t e r n a l d i v l e l o n s of tha working day 

which a r e changed r e l a t i v e t o each o t h e r . 

There a r e o thar ways of producing r e l a t i v e 

surp lus v a l u e , apart1 from tha one descr ibed 

, above. At t h i s s t a g e they need not be d e a l t 

wi th i n any d e t a i l , a l though we w i l l be 

re turn ing t o t b l e q u e s t i o n In part 3 of tha 

a e r i e * . _ 

what i a important a t t h i s s t a g e i s t o 

r e a l i s e tha t the way i n which t h e c a p i t a l i s t 

c l a s s a t t e m p t s t o i n c r e a s e tha amount o f 

surp lus v a l u e i t takes , o v e r (appropr ia tas ) 

from t h e working c l a s s i s a very important 

s o c i a l r e l a t i o n in s o c i e t y . A s o c i e t y in 

which a b s o l u t e surp lus v a l u e ( l eng then ing 

the working day) i s t h e twajor way o f 

appropr ia t ing surp lus v a l u e w i l l i n some ways 

be d i f f e r e n t from a s o c i e t y i n which r e l a t i v e 

surp lus v a l u e i s more important . In o t h e r words, 

the way in which surplus value i s appropriated 

(taken over ) by t h e c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s i s an 

important s o c i a l r e l a t i o n , neces sary t o 

understand i n ana lys ing s o c i e t y . Tor example. 

I f t h e c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s i s c u t t i n g back on 

working c l a s s consumption, l e l e s s e n i n g 

neces sary labour t ime r e l a t i v e t o surp lus labour 

t i m e , t h e l e v e l of r e p r e s s i o n i a go ing t o be 

very h igh in tha t s o c i e t y . A c e r t a i n degree 

o f f orce and v i o l e n c e w i l l be used by t h e 

r u l i n g c l a s s t o enforce a c u t back on what 

i s cons idered s o c i a l l y n e c e s s a r y t o s u r v i v e . 

Jhe importance of t h i s w i l l become c l e a r e r 

i n par t 3 of t h i s s e r i e s on p o l i t i c a l economy, 

when we come t o look a t some on the ways i n 

which t h e c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s h a s appropriated 

surp lus value In t h e development o f South 

Afr ican c a p i t a l i s m . This i s one of t h e keys 

t o understanding s e g r e g a t i o n and t h e migrant 

labour aystam, a s w e l l a s i n s t i t u t i o n s l i k e 

h o s t e l s , compounds and townships . 

CONCLUSION 

. IN t h i s s e c t i o n , we have s een tha t s o c i a l 

r e l a t i o n s , r a t h e r than t h i n g s o r peoples* 

i n t e n t i o n s o r i d e a s , a r e a key t o understanding, 

how s o c i e t y works, we cons idered two very 

important s e t s of s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s : •*• 

1) the relat ionship of the c a p i t a l i s t and 

working c lass -to the means of production. 

Here we discovered that the c a p i t a l i s t ' s 

ownership of the means of production was an 

Important bas i s of power. This power allowed 

them t o force the working c l a s s to produce 

surplus value, to decide whet i s to be 

produced, how i t i s to be produced, end how the 

surplus i s d is tr ibuted. 

2) the dif ferent mays in which the production 

of surplus value i s increased i s a l so a key 

social re lat ionship . In t h i s a r t i c l e , we 

dist inguished between the production of 

absolute surplus value, and r e l a t i v e surplus 

value. The way in which surplus value i s 

produced and appropriated la very important 

in understanding why there ara dif ferent forms 

of c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y . 

In the next part of t h i s s e r i e s on p o l i t i c a l 

economy, we wi l l look at some of the spec i f i c 

ways In which the c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s has 

increased i t s rate of surplus value 

appropriation (exploi tat ion) i n South Africa* 

and how these mechanisms explain some of the 

features of a rac ia l ly segregated soc iety 

I n i t i a l l y based on a system of migrant labour. 
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