the detentions ware ‘the sctions of frightensd
pecple who, realising the despening opposition
to thelr ruls, resort to constant and hystarical
police sction’. ' -

SAMU officials said that they would be
contacting lawyers in Johannesburg to discuss
the possibilities of legal action. In the
maantiss, both local and interretional pressurse
mounbed apainst the Ciskel goverrssnt.
Avstralia‘'s Council of Trade Unions decided at
thair congress in Gydney to call a boycott on
the handling of South African goods for one
woek. FOSATU attacked the detentions by the
"tin pot astate” and P Casay, gensral secretary
of CUSA, stated that that organisation ‘asbhorred
detentions' (Btar, 10.09.81).

Menrwhile in East London Waynas Munro of
the fire Johnson and Johnson said that the
detentions had disrupted activitiss at the
COESITY .

On % Septesber it sas reported that
Chief Binister Lennox Ssba confirmed that the
unionists would be charged 'very, very soon'.

He added that "the unions sust stop thelr bluffs.

You canpot tell ss they are mors interestsd in
the malfare of =y people than I am. The unions
Junt sesk publicity'. K He alleged that the
uiions ware being misused by the sass people
responsible for a bosb blast at a bus terminal
at Mdantsans the previous week,

It was reported (FDM, 11.09.81) that SAAWU
will ask the East Cape (Hvision of the Suproms
Court to order the releass of the 205 detained
trade unlonists. An spplication Filed by SAANU
asked the court to declara tha detentions null
and void. It cited the Ciskslan Ministers of
‘Police and of Justice as respondents and asked
the court to ordar them to pay the costs of
‘the sction. The application further stated
u-tulnn-t-ﬂu-u-nmmmu-

Ciskeian security suthorifiss had followsd

the incorrect procedure in detaining the
unipnists., GAANU's lawyers alleged that as
the Ciskei is not yet "independent', it falls
within the Caps and, therefore, within the
Eastarn Capa Mvision of the Suprems Court.

In mddition, the application guestionsd

BGaba's detentlon of tha workers under
Proclamation R252 since it was unlikely that
tha passengars in the 3 buses were all directly
involved in sctions mgainst the security of the
Ciskel. -

Msanwhils Fanis Botha, Minister of Manpower,
said that hae would ot ipvolve himeslf in tha
matter. He stated that he had no power to
intervens. Gam Kikine of SAANU had sppealsd
to Botha to intervense on pehalf of the unlondsts.
Botha stated that an appeal should be directed
to the Minister of Police.

On 11 Septesber it was reported that some of
the unionists had been relmased. Brigadier Gebe,
howevar, refused to confirm this and statbed
that the detainees would be sppsaring in court
the next week.

In tha meantime, about 400 trede union
manbers boarded buses afFtar a sass mesting in
Esst London on Saturday, 12 September, and
travellsd to Mdantsans as a direct challsnge
to the Ciskel authorities. They were singing
songs and defying arrest.

A statement issued by Tranavaal labour
organisationa including the Trensvaal
divisions of GAMNI, Food and Canning Workers'
Union, FOSATU, Beneral Allisd Worksrs' Union,
the Comsarcial, Catering snd Allied Workers®
Union, and the Hotel, Liquor and Catering
Association, added their voices to the protest.
This statement said that the real reason for
tha detentions was the refusal of the Ciskei
suthorities to recognise the growth of a

democratic wndon within a banbustan.

The court application was postponed
to Friday, 18 Ssptembar, to allow tha
respondents to file oppoming affidavits.

After appearing in court on 16 September,
tha trade unionists were all relsased on RSO
bail.

Eric Mntonga, former chairperson of the
Wilson-fowntres workers' committes and
presently a SBAAMI official, and Slbawu
Slkwigshl, a Fformer Wilson-Aowntree worker,
hava also appsared in court, and wers both
acquitted of arson and damage to public property.

Branch chairperson of tha AFCWU, Ermest
OQwesha, wasz given a 3 month suspended sentence
after baing corvicted of posssssing banned
literature.

Charles Ngakula, acting president of the
Media Workers Association of Bouth Africa, was
sarved a 2} year banning order on 31 July.
Chief Minister Lenncx Sebe agreed that, as
Hgakula was a Ciskel ‘citizen’, the banning
could no longer continue after 'independence’
[star, D4.08.81).

Union Comment

CONFERENCE (F TRADE UNIONS HELD IN LANGA, CAPE
TOWN, B AUBUST, 1981.

STATEMENT AND RESOLUTIONS AGREED ON BY UNION
DELEGATES.

WE accept that trade unlons are public bodies

and accordingly we do not object to providing
information with respect to our constitution,
finances and representativity. Hosever, we' refuss
to subject ourselves to control by anybody

pthar than our own mesbers. Be tharefore

resist and reject the pressnt system of




registration insofar as it is designed to control
and interfera in the internal affairs of the
union. '

The mesting specifically sgreed to support
sach other in defiance of any abusa in the
powars of investigation given to the suthoritiss
by the Industrial Conciliation Act.

The mewting also agreed that unions would
support sach other in defying the restrictions
on supporting striking workers. It is an
:lnturrn_tim‘ll.lly recognised right of workers
to withhold their labour. Moreover, under
presant conditlons and leglslation, strikes happen
so freguently becauss of low wages, inadequate
bargaining procedures and completaly unworkable
official dispute procedures. Workers therefore
have no altermative to strike action ocutside of
the law, It is, in any svent, the duty and

function of unions to stand by its sembers
in any circumstances including the payment of
strike pay. The prohibition on financial
support for strikers will not ba cbayed.

Resclution - Induatrial Council: The mesting
rejected the present Industrial Council system
&8 an mcceptabls mesans of collective bargaining.
The mesting recommended that unions that are not
members of Industrial Counclls should not entar
any Industrial Council and requeated that
participating unions refar this back to their
respective unions for endorsement. The unions
agread to support sach other in the event of
any wunlon resisting participation on the
Industrial Council.

Resolution - Ciskedi: Tha mesting noted the
gpavere difficulties created for workers by
the homeland authorities and in particular
by the current situation in tha Ciskei, where
undon members and officisls are subjected to

severe harassment and constant attentions., The
maating resoclved to send a delegation to Chisf
Minister Bebe to express our axtreme dl-ﬂllml'l
at his anti-union stance, and to obtain
assuranceEs about the security of tha workers
after tha so-called Ciskeian independence.

Resolution - banning and detentions: The
meating resclved to continue resisting banning
and detention in any smy possible and warned
that continuation of the prectics could nnl:_r
worsen the already deteriorating industrisl
relations situation.
Aesolution - ln_liulr:l.tg action: To give affect
to the resolutions at the meating the unions
resolved to establish ad hoc salidarity
committees in sach reglon. Thess committess
would diuv.'.';u“. and initlate solidarity actlaon
arising out of our co-ocperation.

Tha meeting also resclved to convens again

by November.
Tha !'uHE:.I‘m- trada unions wers present at the

mesting and endorsed the above statement:

The Gensral Workeras Union

The Food and Canning Workers Unlon

and African Food and Carmling Workers Union

Thé Federation of South African Trade Unions
(FosaTu)

Council of Unions of South Africa (CUSA)

South African Allied Workers Union (SAAWU)

MACWUSA (Motor Assemblers & Component Workers
Union of South Africa)

The Genaral Workers Union of South Africa
(GwusA) .

Tha Black Municipal Wurkers LUnion

CCAWUSA (Commarcial, Catering & Allied Workers
Union of South Africa)

The Orange Vaal Gensrml Workers Union

Genaral end Allied Workers Union [GAWU)

Caps Town Municlipal Workers Assoclation

INDEX

We publish below an index to material which has
appsared in Work In Progress during 1981.

This covers issues 16 = 20 . A consolidated
index covering the first 15 WIPs was published
in WIP 15, October 1980. Coples of this index
are avallable from the editors, as are coplas
of WIP 15. Certain back issuss of WIP

[rumbers 14, 15, 17 and 19) are available from
the editors at normal rates.
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Inflation and the working class:

falliings wages. (17, April 1581, 2%).
survival strategies. (17, April 1981, 28).
food. (17, April 1981, 30).

Divide and rule in Aeiger Park.
(8, June 1981, 38).

‘Legalism' and democratic mﬂlniutlun.
(18, Jure 1981, 10).

Legalism: @ Ffurther note.
(19, August 1981, 23).

The support alliance; trede unions and
community. (19, August 1981, B).

Transport. (19, August 1981, 42).

Crossroads and Myangs: passss and places to
stay. (20, October 1981, 25).

Inflation and tha Ffood monopolies - Jearssy
Kesnan. (20, October 1981, 17).

HEALTH -

Health cars For profit = Cedric de Beer.
(16, February 1981, 18).

Cholera - & tropical dissase — Anthony Zwl.
(16 February 1981, 21).

Industrial Health, (February 1581, 58],



