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Ujm d e t e n t i o n s were * t h e a c t i o n s of f r i g h t e n e d 

people mho, r e a l i s i n g t h e deepening o p p o s i t i o n 

t o t h e i r r u l e , r e s o r t t o constant and h y s t e r i c a l 

p o l i o s a c t i o n * . 

SAWU o f f i c i a l s s a i d t h a t they sould bs 

c o n t a c t i n g lawyers i n Johannesburg t o discuss 

t h a p o a s l b l l i t l a a o f l e g a l a c t i o n . I n t h a 

* * s n t l « n , b o t h l o c a l and I n t e r n a t i o n a l pressure 

aountad a g a i n s t t h e C i a k a l govexraajnt. 

A u s t r a l i a ' s Counci l o f Trade Unions decided s t 

t h e i r congress i n Sydney t o c a l l a boycot t on 

t h e handl ing o f South A f r i c a n goods f o r one 

week. FOBATU a t t a c h e d thm d e t e n t i o n s by t h e 

• t i n p o t s t a t e * end P Camay, genera l s e c r e t a r y 

of CUBA, s t a t e d t h a t t h a t o r g a n i s a t i o n 'abhorred 

d e t e n t i o n s * ( S t a r , 1 0 . 0 9 . 6 1 ) . 

meanwhile i n East London mayne Munro o f 

t h a f I r a Johnson and Johnson s a i d t h a t t h e 

d e t e n t i o n s had d i s r u p t e d a c t i v i t i e s a t t h e 

coapeny. 

On 10 September i t ens r e p o r t e d t h a t 

C h i e f M i n i s t e r Lennox Sebe conf l r a e d t h a t t h e 

u n i o n i s t s sould be charged ' v e r y , v e r y s o o n * . 

Hs added t h a t ' t h e unlone o u s t s top t h e i r b l u f f s . 

You cannot t e l l a e they a r e a c r e i n t e r a c t e d i n 

t h a a e l f a r a o f ay people than I em. The unions 

Just seat* p u b l i c i t y * . , He a l l e g e d t h a t t h a 

unions ve rs be ing misused by t h e seme peop le 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a bomb b l a s t a t a bus t s r a l n a l 

a t Udsntsans the p rev ious M * ( 

I t eas r e p o r t e d (ROM, 1 1 . 0 9 . 6 1 ) t h a t SAAeu 

w i l l ask t h a Cast Cspe O i v i s i o n o f t h e Ouprome 

Court t o o i d s r t h e re lease o f t h e 2Q5 d e t a i n e d 

t r a d e u n i o n i s t s . An s p p l l c a t l o n f i l e d by SAMU 

asked t h e cour t t o d e c l a r e t h e d e t e n t i o n s n u l l 

and v o i d . I t c i t e d t h e Ciafcelen M i n i s t e r s o f 

P o l i c e and o f J u s t i c e as respondents and asked 

t h e c o u r t t o o r d e r thee t o pay t h e costs o f 

t h a a c t l g n . The a p p l i c a t i o n f u r t h e r s t a t e d 

that t h e d e t e n t i o n s sere I n v a l i d because t h e 

C lske lan s e c u r i t y a u t h o r i t i e s hed fo l lowed 

t h e I n c o r r e c t procedure i n d e t a i n i n g t h e 

u n i o n i s t s . SAAmiPs l a e y e r s a l l e g e d t h a t as 

t h e C i a k a l i s n o t y e t ' I n d e p e n d e n t ' , i t f a l l a 

w i t h i n t h e Cspe and , t h e r e f o r e , w i t h i n t h e 

Eas te rn Cape D i v i s i o n o f t h e Supreme Cour t . 

I n a d d i t i o n , t h e a p p l i c a t i o n quest ioned 

Sebe 's d e t e n t i o n o f t h e workers under 

P r o c l a a a t l o n R2S2 s i n e s I t eas u n l i k e l y t h a t 

t h e passengers i n t h e 3 buses sera a l l d i r e c t l y 

I n v o l v e d i n a c t i o n s a g a i n s t t h e s e c u r i t y o f t h e 

C l s k e l . 

Ueanwhils F a n l e Botha . M i n i s t e r o f Manpowerp 

s s i d t h a t he would not I n v o l v e h i a s e l f I n the 

b a t t e r . Hs s t a t e d t h a t ha had no power t o 

i n t e r v e n e . See K l k l n e o f SAAmU had appealed 

t o Botha t o in te rvene an b e h a l f o f t h e u n i o n i s t s . 

Botha s t a t e d t h a t an appea l should be d i r e c t e d 

t o t h e M i n i s t e r o f P o l i c e -

On 11 Gepteaber i t a n * r e p o r t e d t h a t sows of 

t h e u n i o n i s t s hod been r e l e a s e d . B r i g a d i e r Sebe, 

hoeever , re fused t o conf i rm t h i s and s t a t e d 

t h a t t h e de ta inees would be appearing, i n c o u r t 

t h e next eeek . 

I n t h e e e a n t i a e , about 400 t r a d e union 

members boarded buses a f t e r a eass s e a t i n g i n 

East London on S a t u r d a y , 12 September, and 

t r a v e l l e d t o IfcJant&ane a s e d i r e c t cha l lenge 

t o t h e Cisfcei a u t h o r i t i e s . They were s ing ing 

songs and d e f y i n g a r r e s t . 

A s t a t e a e n t Issued by Transvaal labour 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s i n c l u d i n g tne Transvaal 

d i v i s i o n s o f SAAVU, Food and Canning workers* 

Un ion , FOGATU, General A l l i e d workers ' Union, 

t h e C o a a e r c l a l , C e t e r i n g and A l l i e d Workers' 

Un ion , and the H o t e l , L iquor and C a t e r i n g 

A s s o c i a t i o n , added t h e i r vo ices t o t h e p r o t e s t . 

Th is s t e t e a e n t s a i d t h a t t h e r e a l reason f o r 

t h e d e t e n t i o n s ess t h e r e f u s a l o f t h e C i s k e i 

a u t h o r i t i e s t o recognise t h e growth o f a 

democrat ic union w i t h i n a b e n t u a t a n . 

The c o u r t a p p l i c a t i o n eas postponed 

t o F r l d s y , 18 September, t o a l l o w t h e 

respondents t o f i l o opposing a f f i d a v i t s . 

A f t e r appear ing i n c o u r t on 16 September, 

t h e t r a d e u n i o n i s t s mere e l l r e l e s s e d on RS0 

b a i l . 

E r i c mYi t o n g a , f o r a e r che i rperson o f t h e 

Wilson-Rowntree workers* committee and 

p r e s e n t l y e SAABU o f f i c i a l , and Sibawu 

S i k w i g s h l , a former V i lson-Rowntrae worker , 

have a l s o appeared i n c o u r t , end were both 

a c q u i t t e d of arson end damage t o p u b l i c p r o p e r t y . 

Branch chai rperson of t h e AFC*U, Ernest 

Qwesha, was g iven a 3 eonth suspended sentence 

a f t e r be ing c o n v i c t e d o f possessing banned 

l i t e r a t u r e . 

Char les Nqaku la , a c t i n g p r e s i d e n t o f t h e 

media workers Assoc ia t ion o f South A f r i c a , was 

served a s\ year banning order on 31 J u l y . 

C h i e f M i n i s t e r Lennox Sebe agreed t h e t , as 

Nqokula eas a C i a k a l ' c i t i z e n * , t h e banning 

could no longer cont inue e f t e r "independence* 

( s t a r , 0 4 . 0 6 . 8 1 ) . 

Union Comment 
CONFERENCE OF TftADE UNICHB HELD IN LANGA, CAPE 

TOWN, 8 AUGUST, 1961 . 

STATEMENT AND RESOLUTIONS AGREED ON BY UNION 

DELEGATES. 

WE accept tha t t r a d e unions a r e p u b l i c bodies 

and a c c o r d i n g l y ee do not o b j e c t t o p r o v i d i n g 

i n f o r m a t i o n wi th respect t o our c o n s t i t u t i o n , 

f inances and r e p r e s e n t a t l v l t y . However, ee r e f u s e 

t o sub jec t o u r s e l v e s t o c o n t r o l by anybody 

o t h e r than our own members. we t h e r e f o r e 

r e s i s t end r e j e c t t h e present system of 



r e g i s t r a t i o n i n s o f a r as i t I s designed to c o n t r o l 

and i n t e r f e r e i n t h e i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s o f V i a 

union* 

Tha M a t i n g s p e c i f i c a l l y agreed to support 

each other i n de f i ance of any abuse I n t h a 

powers of i n v e s t i g a t i o n g iven t o tha a u t h o r i t i e s 

by tha I n d u s t r i a l C o n c i l i a t i o n Act . 

Tha meeting a l s o agreed t h a t unions would 

Support each o t h e r i n de fy ing tha r e s t r i c t i o n s 

on suppor t ing s t r i k i n g workers . I t i e an 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y recognised r i g h t o f workers 

t o w i thho ld t h e i r l abour . Moreover, under 

present c o n d i t i o n s and l e g i s l a t i o n , s t r i k e s happen 

so f r e q u e n t l y because of low wages, Inadequate 

barga in ing procedures and complete ly unworkable 

o f f i c i e l d ispute procedures. Vorkere t h e r e f o r e 

have no a l t e r n a t i v e t o s t r i k e a c t i o n outs ide of 

t h e law. I t i s , i n any e v e n t , t h e duty and 

f u n c t i o n of unions t o s tand by l t e members 

I n any circumstances i n c l u d i n g t h a payment of 

s t r i k e pay. The p r o h i b i t i o n on f i n a n c i a l 

aupport f o r s t r i k e r s w i l l not be obeyed. 

Reso lu t ion - I n d u s t r i a l C o u n c i l : The meeting 

r e j e c t e d t h e present I n d u s t r i a l Counci l system 

es an acceptab le means of c o l l e c t i v e b a r g a i n i n g . 

The s e a t i n g recommended t h a t unions t h a t a r e not 

members of I n d u s t r i a l Counci ls should not e n t e r 

any I n d u s t r i a l Counci l and requested t h a t 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g unions r e f e r t h l e back t o t h e i r 

r e s p e c t i v e unions f o r endorsement. The unions 

agreed t o support each o t h e r i n t h e event o f 

any union r e s i s t i n g p a r t i c i p a t i o n on t h e 

I n d u s t r i e l C o u n c i l . 

Reso lu t ion - C l s k s i : The meet ing noted the 

severe d i f f i c u l t i e s c rea ted f o r worker* by 

t h e homeland a u t h o r i t i e s and i n p a r t i c u l a r 

by the c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n i n the C i e k e l , where 

union members and o f f i c i a l s a r e subjected t o 

severe harassment and constan t a t t e n t i o n s . The 

meeting resolved t o send a d e l e g a t i o n to Ch ie f 

M i n i s t e r Sebe t o express our extreme d i s p l e a s u r e 

a t h i s a n t i - u n i o n s t a n c e , and to o b t a i n 

assurancae about the s e c u r i t y o f t h e worKers 

a f t e r t h e s o - c a l l e d C i s k e i a n independence. 

Reso lu t ion - Panning and d e t e n t i o n s : The 

meet ing reso lved t o con t inue r e s i s t i n g banning 

and d e t e n t i o n i n any way poss ib le and earned 

t h a t c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e p r a c t i c e could only 

worsen t h e a l ready d e t e r i o r a t i n g i n d u s t r i a l 

r e l a t i o n s s i t u a t i o n . 

Reso lu t ion - s o l i d a r i t y a c t i o n : To g i v e e f f e c t 

t o t h e r e s o l u t i o n s e t the meet ing the unions 

reeo lved t o e s t a b l i s h ad hoc s o l i d a r i t y 

committees i n each r e g i o n . These committees 

would discuss and i n i t i a t e s o l i d a r i t y a c t i o n 

a r i s i n g out o f our c o - o p e r a t i o n . 

The meet ing a l s o reso lved t o convene again 

by November* 

The f o l l o w i n g t rade unions were present a t t h e 

meeting and endorsed the above statement; 

The General Worker* Union 
The Food and Canning workers Union 
and A f r i c a n Food and Canning Workers Union 
Tha F e d e r a t i o n o f South A f r i c a n Trade Unions 

(F06ATU) 
Counci l o f Unlona of South A f r i c a (CUSA] 
South A f r i c a n A l l i e d Workers Union (8AAWU) 
UACWUSA (Motor Assemblers G Component Workers 

Union o f South A f r i c e ) 
The General Workers Union o f South A f r i c a 

(GWUSA) 
The Black Mun ic ipa l Wurkers Union 
CCAWU6A (Comnerc le l , C a t e r i n g & A l l i e d Workers 

Union of South A f r i c a ) 
Tha Orange V a a l General Workers Union 
Genera l and A l l i e d Workers Union (GAWU) 
Cape Town munic ipal Workers Assoc ia t ion 
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INDEX 
We pub l ish below an index t o m a t e r i a l which has 

appeared i n Work I n Progress dur ing 1961 . 

Th is covers issues 16 - 20 . A conso l ida ted 

index covering t h e f i r s t 15 WIPs was publ ished 

i n M P 15, October 1960. Copiea of t h i a index 

a r e a v a l l e b l e from t h e e d i t o r s , as a r e copies 

of H P 15. C e r t a i n back issues of H P 

(numbers 14 t 15, 1? and 19) a r e a v a i l a b l e from 

the e d i t o r s a t normal r a t e s . 

COMMUNITY ISSUES MC STRUGGLE 

I n f l a t i o n and t h e working c l a s s : 
f a l l i n g s - a g e s . ( 1 7 , A p r i l 1981 , 2 5 ) . 
s u r v i v a l s t r a t e g i e s . ( 1 7 , Apr i l 1961 , 2 8 ) . 
f o o d . ( 1 7 , A p r i l 1981, 3 0 ) . 

D iv ide and r u l e I n Re lger Park . 
( 1 8 , June 1 9 8 1 , 3 8 ) . 

' L e g a l i a a * and democratic o r g a n i s a t i o n . 
( 1 8 , June 1 9 8 1 , 10 ) . 

_ • * 

Legal ism: a f u r t h e r n o t e . 
( 1 9 , Auguet 1961 , 2 3 ) . 

The support a l l i a n c e : t r a d e unions and 
community. ( I 9 t August 1961 , 6 ) , 

T ranspor t . ( 1 9 # August 1961 , 4 2 ) . 

T ranspor t . ( 2 0 , October 1961 , 2 5 ) . 

Croasroads and Nyengei passes and places t o 
s t a y . ( 2 0 , October 1961 , 2 5 ) . 

I n f l a t i o n and the food monopolies - Jeremy 
Keenen. ( 2 0 , October 1961 , 1 ? ) . 
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Hea l th care f o r p r o f i t - Cedr lc de Beer. 
( 1 6 , February 1 9 8 1 , 1 6 ) . 

Cholera - • t r o p i c a l d isease - Anthony Z e i . 
(16 February 1981 , 2 1 ) . 

I n d u s t r i a l H e a l t h . (February 1981 , 5 8 > . 


