in tl.-hu role, Brigadisr Muller van Eyock,
Divisional Cosmissioner of Police in northern
Natal, sentioned 'cemps' that could only

" _m:—ndlt--lﬂmillltil:in,unuhlmllm

reported to be plannning tha uss of schoolboys
*on patrals in small towns ﬂtﬁmt any
unnecessary risks’'. Ha saw the lhl‘ll."l:ill as
recruiting for the BAP and as relieving the

- gritical staff shortage in the BAP, saild to
‘stand at 2 500 men of all races in 1580.

AESPONBES
" THE matter was by now getting too much publicity
and official responses were being demanded. The
Bunday Times (20.04.80) reportsd that the
. BAP 'ars planning to launch a natiomal forcs of
schoolboy duxiliaries to halp sass their manpowsr
shortage’. The report stated that the SAP hoped
to be ready for the first 'intake' by the tims of
the July holideys. It said"that the reason why
the boys would not be armed was 1;hlt there would
not be snough time to train them, They would
not be paid but given 4 ‘small momento' aftsr
complation of thelr 'term of duty'. A doasisr
_ wab said to ba in ths hands of the sscretary for
National Education, DUT van Wyk. T

The reparted move was strongly condemnad
by tha Trensvaal Teschesrs' Association and the
PFP. The Ministsr of Police denied that there
'wers sny official moves to form a schoolboy
‘ressrva (Star, 21.04.80). The Citizen put
it as strongly as an "emphatic ql-ﬂfl' by
Louis le Grange, whom they quoted as saying that
the previous day's Sunday Times report 'was not
only wrong' but was an example 'of how a' newspaper
_ 4n South Africa or slssshare should ‘net st '
(21.04.80). -

Dis Transvalsr, in a report headed 'No
- chance of police boys', was far less adamant than
the Citizen that thers would be .no schoalboy

police. They Guoted Le Grangs (cbvicusly a
man who spesks with a forked tongue, if the
neEwspapers are to ba belisved) as saying that

ha would not hesitate to make it esasisr for
scholars to help the police 'if something
lovely (mocis (sic)) ‘can come from it' (21.04.81).
2 Anudi.tl:ri.ll in the same newipsper said
that a psacaful soclety depends on the H'lit.ll
population but that thers was, howeyer, a
shortage of police, Bohoolboy police wers,
thersfore, a good ides. It ettacked tha FFP's
Ray Bwart, and said that the plan’'is not
‘abhorrent (afskuwekkend)' - 'predtical necessity
counts for mors then bourgeois (sic) notions of
the rols of the youth' (1)

. Not much more wps said until, in Beptember

this ysar, tha sams-Ministar le ﬁ‘?ﬂlw

.

‘the formation of a 'Jmﬁnr-pnliul reserve force"

® 16 ysars or older
_ voluntary i
physically suitable
during school hdlidays
no remuneration, but trensport and mli-lnt
~ to bs provided .
no uriforms, but "visible mark of 1dmt1ﬂn-tinn
would ba worn'. 5
The plan has since come in for s lot of
criticiss, and support. RAapport quoted head-
masters at Afriksans-languags schools as supporting
the idea whole-heartedly. ':rlthin has coma :
from English-language newspspers, sspecially of
the powers of arrest that the schoolboys will

have ['always subject to suparvision and uuﬂtrul*].l

the Hlack Sash (ths kids .could be used in the
anforcement of the pass laws), Profsssor John
Dugard uf the Centrs for Applisd Legal Studies
at Wits, and a clinigal psychologist. 'Or Ntatho
Motlana's quoted respornas is-less clear in ite-
uni;:l-'-tim - ha asked '-i:r young boys ware
being recruited for a ressrve force when

\

thousands of black men wars u‘ﬂlnrld and
would sagerly (sic) perform such a duty'
(Sunday Express, 20.09.81). The Bawstan
said that the Ministsr had stated that all
raca groups would ba given the nppurl'.mj.';f .
to serve the comsunity in this way {'_IE.:B.B'II:
Contributions on the issues reised by
these moves are walcoms.
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