unable to go to school, until Decesber 1979,
when they were evicted by a new owner who did
not want to Parm his land as a labour TESETVE.
His wife and children wers arressted and fined
RSO, '

He was able to arrange for them to go
and stay in Dnverwacht where his brother=in=
law was already established with his Family,
Their stand is intolerably crowded as a result,
and he was anxious to reglester et Onverwacht
g0 that he could ba allocated m stand of
their owns His wife could not do this in

his absence becausa the office would insiast
on seaing her husband's 'pass'; and he could

not risk remaining in his jJjob at Welkom
without his "pass'. So in February 1980 he
gave up hia job and cama "home" where he was
only able to find peccaslonal plece work, They
registerad for a stand In June 1980, but wers
told, with sveryone slsse resident at
Onverwachty; that they were unlikely to be
given & stand until August 1981, since the
priority was to remove pesople from 'sthnic
opprassion' in BophuthaTswana, It was now
axtremaly difficult for this man te Find
another joba

-Dlipitl all this; the people from
Kromdraai in particular express some relief

because they ars no longer subject to
arbitrary arrest and Intimidation by the
BophuthaTewana police, In the Qwagwa electlion
of March 1980 they voted solldly for the
ruling Dlkeankwetla party because they
belisave that Chief Minister Mopell persuaded
the South African government to provide a
rafuge For the South Sotho who were being
harassed in Thaba Nchug Mopeli thus gained
considerabla political credit for leading his
sub jects "out of the land of Egypt into the
land of Canaan". It remains to be seen how

quickly this credit will evaporate,; since he
is unable to provide land or jobs For thems
One focal point of popular resistance is the
schools, which are grossly overcrowded and
wheare Facilitiesa are utterly lnadeguate: &S00
students wers reported to have stormed tha
police station on July 11, 1980, Anothar

focel point of resistance is the forced auvction
of livestock which people brought with them to

the D section from the Trust villages and
elsawhare.

The tragic irony of Ethis eplsode in the
appalling story of South Africa's internal
refugees is that; sccording to press leaks
during 1979, Thaba Nehu has been excluded
from the Van der Walt Commisslion's proposals
to consolidate BophuthaTswana,

The Ldea of surrendering Thaba Nchu is

certain to bring heartachea ta

BophuthaTawana President; Chief Lucas

Mangope, as 1t has bean in the hands of

the Tewana-speaking Barolong tribe for

150 years, MNearly 70 DOD Basotho are

reported to live in the arss today

(ROM, 27.,09.792),.

We still awsit the raeport of the Commission,
and the government's reaction te it, but iF
the speculations are confirmed the boot will
be on the other foot and thowusands of Barolong
ara likely te be trekking Far to the west, to

the maln aress of BophuthaTeswana,

GENERAL NEWS

Resettlement

‘slum’ closed
to the Press

By CHEIE FREIMOND
Southern Africa Baresy
THE Press has been barred

condalsons al
e wash Onverwachl reseitle-
meenl area, Tem from Bloem-
fomlein, where communily
workers claim up o 190 030
MPWII‘ are liwing in 3 sgeslid

n:iiﬂ&d!ﬁ:mhnmﬁ'h
I:hpul.lnﬂ. wm
e 1 x reyer. 3018 yeo

g

iE
i
i 1

& depart-
, M Bl
B wisit
Epplied
would

i

sfoilx
H
thiy

¢ moment (hey are
Gt wiat' panpls. usting
a'lt weni pesple rusning
pround there,” he sabd.

It & refiakly undersiood that
& Covernmeni inler-depari-
menial HEison commilter —
hai meeld regularly in Bloem-
lonlein o disceas matlers of
musluad imleresl — has besn
masl anzkem ikl repecls e
conditione &l Ceverwdchl do

i

draad squatiter area al Thaba-
Mehu in BaphuthaTewmana,
Ik aveay.

Accurdeng in the suthoriiies
the sgaaliers meved volanier-
ily, bul Sswrces clam that al-
leged haraszmenl b hu-
thaTwwapa police al Jmﬂm
made iheir Bves unbesrable
and ibey were relicved ta

mOove.

The arwa i3 hidden behind &
ringe of low Eills south of Uhe
Blosmlontein ThakaMebs road
aod i not signposted. 11 will
probably be § ted ingo
the GwaQwn bomelanmd
eveniuall

¥
The alficial Figere of 51 %00
prople 8l Dwverwachy has been
disputed By comminity work-
ers, who believe the true num-

page
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e may b dowshle thal.

A r 21008 famalies —
probabdy well aver 12008 peo-
ple — still Bave bo be moved
ihere from whabe larms in ise
disriel

In the next 10 years offictals
expecl the population of Denver-
wachl and the neighboisrd
Yaalkrasl townskip — 1o wh

aple will ksgin movng from

smionigin mert year = (o
reach 200 090,

The wnoliicial hgere will
probably be far bigher,

Although (he move (o Dever-
wachi began i June lasi year,
ihe vasl majority of people stll
live in Governnaend-supplisd

Fourleen cemenl-bBlock
m_n hat been or were being

He was confident thai even-

He drnisd & claym by com
munaty workers thai pesple
were nsived (0 Umverwachi
before sdeguate [Eihibies had
Ieh presaded

Buike indlets weme aneched
fm el 15m-Bo-30m slaAd. AL
{irst Jocal boreholes and tank-
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As mantlioned above; students at Onverwacht

ware reported to have attacked the local
poliees station on July 11; 1980, The Star
neuspapar of that date reported the Llncldent
in this way:

A policeman was stabbed and 8 woman shot
when schoolohildren st Onverwascht
sattlement near Thaba Nchu attacked the
police station yeaterday.

About’ 600 ehildren boycotted the alght
schools in the settlesent and st about
Sam moved through the strests satting
alight wvehicles, » shop and plundering
two sther shops, the Divislonal Inspector
o’ Pnlice in the Fres State, Colonal

Io . -2 "mr said,

The crowd then moved to the sasll peolice
putpost and confronted the policeman on
dutys The policesan was stabbed with a
knife and while unconscious was robbed
of his Tiresrm; Colonel Fishar sald,

A shot was Tired with the firearm snd
s black woman was wounded, Pollioes
retrisved the policeman's guns About
20 youths ware srrested,

Resentment against Owagwa Chief Minister,
Kennath Fopeli, surfaced at Onverwacht an

Sunday, September 14, when hs addressed m
crowd of about Z OD0 at the resettlemsnt
areat

Two men, srmed with & petrol bomb and
revolver,; wera arrested by
BophuthaTswana (7) Security Police while
the Chief Minister of Owagwa,; Chlef TK
FMopelli, was addressing & crowd of 20 0DO

at the Onverwacht resettlement camp nesr
Thaba NehUsssssss

The two men, who wers apparantly
disguised as women, were arrassted
amid atrict security precautions to
protect Chief Fopeli after rumours of
a possible asssssination attempt
againat him at the meetingesssss

Chiaf Mopell procesded with his spesch
and in an lnterview yestecday sald he
would continue to move among his people
without fear, as they wers in his
protection, (Star, 18.09.80),

Rents:
Soweto

IN PREVIOUS sditions of Hork In Prograss

it has besn suggested that, in sddition to

factory }lnn! issues, thers are "community'’
conflicts and matters which are of direct
concern to working class organisation [(sme
for sxample the editorisls In WIP 12 and 13,
the contributions on bus boycotts In WIP 13,
and tha debate an plugrllflu| community
organisation which Is continued In this
lditi:nj. In the article that Follows,; this
quaestion is explored in relation to rsnts
in urben african townahipa.

In slmost all Transvesl townaships cents
have recently rissn sharplyj and in Sowsto,
for axample, rant payments will double
betwesn August 1980 and April 1981,

Why are rents such a controversial and

explosive lssue In the townships? After mll,
payment For sccomodation is something members
of the workling class ace butdensd with in all
gapitalist socletiea. To understand the way

in which the payment of rental relstes to the
whole administration and control of the african
working colasms, we have to go back to st least
1a?zf13. whan the various Bantu Affaire
Administration Boarde wére set up by ths state
to rule and manage african townshipas ocutside

of the bantustan areas,. defore this period
townships had besn under the control of local
aunicipal authorities; end while this form of
edministration was deflcient and unscceptable
to townshlp residents, thers wars aspacts which
ware not as harsh ma tha subseguant ruls of tha
aduinistration boards,

A fow municipalities subsidised thelir
dormitory townships, both dirsctly and
indicectlys For example, in the last year that
it was responsible for administering Sowsto,
the Johannesburg City Councll directly
subsidised Sowsto to the amount of R2-aj
there was also an "indirect' subsidy in that
part af the cost of township administration.
was absorbed by the City Council's own
departesnts and administration,

During 1972/73 tha central governmant
removed contreol of african townshipa From
local authorities, snd placed them directly
under 22 newly created Bantu AFfairs
Administration Boards (BAASs)j from than
aon the administration of all african
townships outside of the bantustans faell
under thess boards.

The principle that the BAABe were to
be sslf=Financing, and have no Ffinancisl claim
on the centrsl stste; was enforced by the
governmant. In pragtice this mesnt that the



