
unable to go to school , u n t i l December 1979 f 

whan t h e / were e v i c t e d by a new owner who d id 

not went to farm h ie land ae a labour reserve . 

Hie wi fe and c h i l d r e n were ar reated and f ined 

R90. 

He wae able to arrange for t h e * to go 

and stay i n Onverwecht where h ie b r o t h e r - t n -

lew wae e l ready establ ished w i t h h ia f ami ly * 

T h e i r etand i e i n t o l e r a b l y crowded aa a r e e u l t f 

end he wae anxioua to r e g i s t e r e t Onverwecht 

eo t h a t he could be a l l o c a t e d a etand of 

t h e i r own* Hie w i f e could not do t h l e i n 

h ie absence becauee the o f f i c e would i n s i s t 

on seeing her husband'e *psss* t and he could 

not r i s k remaining i n h ie job a t yelkon 

wi thout h ie ' p e a s 1 . So in february 19fi0 he 

gave up h ie Job and ceiae vhome* where he wae 

only eb le to f i n d occasional p iece work* They 

r e g i s t e r e d for a etand i n June 1900* but were 

t o l d * w i t h everyone e lee r e s i d e n t a t , 

Onverwecht* t h a t they were u n l i k e l y t o be 

given a stand u n t i l August 1981* s ince the 

p r i o r i t y wae to remove people from ' e t h n i c 

oppression* I n 9aphuthaTswane* I t was now 

extremely d i f f i c u l t for t h i s man to f i n d 

another Job. 

Despi te e l l t h i e * the people from 

Kromdraai i n p a r t i c u l a r express some r e l i e f 

becauee they are no longer subject to 

a r b i t r a r y a r r e e t and i n t i m i d a t i o n by the 

Sophuthajewana p o l i c e * I n the Owaqwa e l e c t i o n 

of rtarch 1980 they voted s o l i d l y for the 

r u l i n g Olkwenkwetla party because they 

b e l i e v e t h a t Chief M i n i s t e r Hope l i persuedsd 

the South A f r i c a n government to provide e 

refuge for the South Sotho who were being 

heressed i n Thaba Nchu* f lope l i thus gained 

conaiderable p o l i t i c a l c r e d i t for leading h ie 

aubjects "out of the land of Egypt in to the 

lend of Canaan"* I t remains to bs seen how 
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quick ly t h i e c r e d i t w i l l evapora te , since he 

ie unable to provide land or jobs f o r them* 

One f e c a l po in t of popular res ls tenee i e the 

echools* which are groaaly overcrowded and 

where f a c i l i t i e e are u t t e r l y inadequate* 600 

students were repor ted to have etormsd the 

p o l i c e s t a t i o n on Ju ly 11 f f 1980* Another 

f o c a l point of res is tance i e the forced auct ion 

of l l vee tock which people brought w i t h them to 

the D eect ion from the Trust v i l l a g e s and 

elsewhere* 

The t r a g i c i rony of t h l e episode In the 

a p p a l l i n g a tory of South A f r i c a * * i n t e r n a l 

refugees i s that * according to press leake 

during 1979* Thaba Nchu has been excluded 

from the Van der Ufelt Commissions proposals 

to consol idate BophuthaTswana* 

The idee of surrender ing Thaba Nchu i s 
c e r t e i n to b r ing heartache to 
8ophuthaTswane Pres ident * Chief Lucas 
flsngops* as i t hss been in the hande of 
the Tevane-epeaking 8arolong t r i b e f o r 
150 yeare* Nearly 70 000 Baaotho ere 
repor ted to l i v e in the aree today 
(ROP1, 2 7 * 0 9 * 7 9 ) . 

Ue s t i l l awei t the repor t of the Commieeion* 

and the government's r e a c t i o n to i t * but i f 

the speculat ions are confirmed the boot w i l l 

be on the other foot and thousanda of Barolong 

are l i k e l y to be t rekk ing f a r to the west* to 

the main areae of BophuthaTswane* 
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THE frets has bee* barred 
from r . k t i U ^ j " ; ^ conditions at 
the vast OnverwMti < - Ltd 
merit area. 70km from Bioem-
fooleinH where community 
workers d a i m up xn too 000 
people are living in a squalid 
slum 

Tnt Chief CommisttOfwr is 
the Depar tment of Co-op* rJ.1*OTI 

and t>rvelopment an HSoemfaa>-
trlii, Mr H A Dreyer, sard yes-
t r r j j . lhat the ban w u a Mm-
v t *-I I i dkuWv*?. 

Aa official at the depart 
rnmti Pretoria office. Mr Bill 
Mcinljes, sard a permit Io vi&t 
Oavrrwacht could be apptac^ 
(or, tut be enable* It It would 
be granted 

* At the moment they a r t 
resettling families and they 
don't want people running 
around there/* be said* 

t t a reliably understood that 
a Government inter-depart* 
menial oakson committee — 
that meeta regularly in Bloem* 
fonlein to disc ±\u nutters of 
mutual interest — has been 
ratal anxious that report* ol 
coaaitloM at (havrxwacht do 
not appear ui the newspapers 

Most of the people at ( W t r -
wacbt a r t Sooth Sotho who 
were removed frum the Krom 
draai squatter <j • at Th*ba-
Nchu In ttophuthaTtmaaj. 
lfAm .=- / . 

According to lite aulhu'ilic* 
the squatter* m-nrd volaritar-
try. but source* claim that al
leged harassment by Bophu 
thaTswioa police at Kromdraai 
made their Uvea urabearaMe 
and they were relieved to 

Tat area is hidden behind j 
rj ngf of low I,: ti south of the 
BlormfoateioTajbahcwe road 
and n not signposted. I t will 
probably be iocorpor*t*d into 
the Q w a Q w * h o m e l a n d 
eventually 

I V of f ic i i figvxe of 31 m 
people at Owveewach* ha* eaea 
diipuUd by community wort* 
« i who beJttvc the trur num-

bf r may be double that. 
Another 1001 families -

probably well over UOOt peo
ple — It i l l have to be moAed 
there from white farms in the 
district 

In lae next 1ft year* officials 

espeC the fu'aliQn of Onvcr 
w*cnt and the neifabourinf 
'. .1.* • i .* -.i townnatp — to whlcS 
ptyfil* will bepn moving Irttfn 
itt'<7Tifon4ein a r i l ) * * r — to 
leach M0 010 

The unofficial Jtf ire will 
pmrubjy be far higher 

Although the move to Oaver-
- - . . - ' began in Juae last year, 
the vast ma>orily of peopk sblt 
live In Covernment*suppled 
irots or wood and Iron shanties 

It is understood that original-
is pccfklc were told they could 
oejy build bousea wlthH baaed 
brkks. oace buildmg plaas had 
been approve*!* 

flgt d̂r Dreyer said yester-
:i-y that people could build tra
dit ional- type bousei w i t h 
unbakod brscha or aa j other 
maitr iab - but not shanties 

r o v r l e t n cement -b lock 
hornet had been or were being 
bUfllL 

lie was confident that even
tually overran* would build a 
permanent home, but could not 
say if or when this would be 
<nforctrJ 

He denied a claim by com 
munjty workers that peopte 
were iwved io Oav*rwachi 
before arif-qujlc facilities had 
Iven provided 

na t tw lo»l*ti we*e erected 
m each I5mrn 3Qm sund At 
first local boreholes and tank* 
re* provivfd w « # r but there 
u t r e shoruges 

This year water pipes were; 
laid and a tap provided for 
every M i a stand, but according 
to aourtet IQ Onvarwncht, the 
Mjppiy is erralir. 

After unrest there earlier 
thrs year, when pupils overran 
the local police post tad ram
paged through the area, (here 
is a ban on open-ak political 
fathering*. 
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At mentioned above. atudente at Onverwacht 

ujore reported t o have attacked the l o c a l 

po l ice e t a t i o n on July 1 1 9 1980 . The S ta r 

newepoper of t h a t data reported the inc ident 

i n t h i a wayi 

A policemen waa etabbod and a woman ehot 
when schoolchi ldren at Onverwecht 
Battlement naar Thaba Nchu at tackad tha 
p o l i c e e t a t i o n yeeterday* 

About*600 e h i l d r a n boycotted the e ight 
school * i n the set t lement and a t about 
9aa moved through tha a t r a e t e s e t t i n g 
• l i g h t v e h i c l o e , a ehop and plundering 
two other shops, tha D l v i e l o n e l Inspector 
o P o l i o e i n tha Free S t a t e , Colonel 
I - . . a *ior s a i d * 

The crowd than moved to tha sna i l p o l i c e 
outpost and confronted the pol lcesan on 
duty* The policeman waa etabbed w i t h e 
k n i f e and while unconscious was robbed 
of h is f l r e a » f f Colonel r i e h a r s a i d * 

A shot was f i r e d w i t h the f i rearm end 
• black woman waa wounded. Pol ioe 
r e t r i e v e d the pol lceman'a gun* About 
20 youtha ware e r r e s t e d * 

Reeentment against Uwaqwe Chief '" ' in ieter , 

Kenneth tiopeli, eurfsced e t Onverwacht on 

Sunday. September 14, whan he eddreeaad a 

crowd of about 2 000 * t the resett lement 

Two man, armed w i t h e p e t r o l bomb end 
revolver* ware arraetod by 
BophuthaTswana ( 7 ) Secur i ty P o l i o e w h i l e 
the Chief M i n i s t e r of Qwaqwa, Chief TK 
Mope l l , wae addreeaing a crowd of 20 000 
St t h f Onverwacht resett lement camp near 
ThabS N c h u * * * . * * . 

The two men, who were apparent ly 
dleguieed ee women* wars ar rested 
amid e t r i c t secur i ty pracautione to 
pro tec t Chief r lopel l e f t e r rumoure of 
s possib le assass inat ion attempt 
agalnat him a t the m e e t i n g * * * . * * 

Chief ftopeli proceeded w i t h h ie apsech 
and i n an in terv iew yeatenJey said hs 
would continue t o move among h is people 
without f e a r , ee they were in h ie 
p r o t e c t i o n * ( S t a r , 1 8 . 0 9 * 8 0 ) . 

Rents: 
Soweto 
IN PREVIOUS ed i t iona of Mork In Progress 

i t has been euggeeted t h a t * i n add i t ion to 

factory f l o o r issues* there a r e 'community1 

c o n f l i c t a end matters which are of d i r e c t 

concern t o working c laae organ isa t ion (eae 

f o r exomple the e d i t o r l e l e in WIP 12 and 1 3 , 

tha cont r lbut ione on bue boycotta in WIP 13* 

and tha debete on prograeeive community 

organisat ion which i s continued i n t h l e 

e d i t i o n ) . In the a r t i c l e t h a t f o l l o w a , t h l e 

queation l a explored In r e l e t i o n to rente 

i n urban a f r i c a n townehipe. 

I n elmoet a l l Treneveal townehipe rente 

have recent ly r i s e n a h a r p l y i and in Soweto, 

for example, ren t peymente w i l l double 

between Auguat 1980 and A p r i l 1981* 

; 

ARE-fO 
F PA®! f 

> l 

XJ m 

Why are rente euch e con t rovers ia l and 

explosive issue in the townehipe? A f t e r e l l , 

payment f o r accomodation i e something mambera 

of the working c laae e r e burdened w i t h i n e l l 

c e p i t e l i s t s o c l s t l e e * To understand tha way 

In which tha payment of r e n t a l r e l e t e s to the 

whole e d m i n i a t r e t i o n and c o n t r o l of tha a f r l o a n 

working o l e e e , we have to go back to a t l e e e t 

1972 /73 , when the var ioue Bantu A f f a i r e 

Admin is t ra t ion Boarda were eet up by the s t a t e 

to r u l e and manage a f r i c a n townehipe outa lde 

of tha bantuatan a reas* before th ia period 

townehipe had baen under the c o n t r o l of l o c a l 

a u n i c i p e l e u t h o r l t i e e , end whi le t h l e form of 

e d m l n i e t r a t i o n wee d s f i c i e n t and unacceptable 

t o townehip r e e i d e n t e , ths re were eepeote which 

ware not • • hareh ee tha eubssquent r u l e of the 

e d m l n i e t r a t i o n boerde* 

A few munic ipa l i t ies , oubeldieed t h e i r 

dormitory townehipe, both d i r e c t l y and 

i n d i r e c t l y * For example, i n the l e e t yeer t h a t 

i t wae reeponaib le f o r adminis ter ing Soweto, 

the Johannesburg C i ty Counci l d i r e c t l y 

eubeidieed Soweto to the amount of R2**mi 

the re wee e lao an ' i n d i r e c t ' eubeidy in t h a t 

p a r t of the coat of townahlp a d m i n i e t r e t i o n . 

waa absorbed by the C i ty C o u n c i l ' s own 

dapertmente and a d m i n i e t r e t i o n * 

During 1972/73 the c e n t r a l government 

removed contro l of e f r i o e n townehipe from 

l o c a l e u t h o r l t i e e , and placed them d i r e c t l y 

under 22 newly eree ted Bentu A f f a i r e 

Admin ie t re t ion Boards (BAABs)t from then4 

on the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of a l l a f r i c a n 
i 

townships outslds of ths bantustene f e l l 

under theee boarde* 

Ths p r i n o l p l e t h a t ths BAABs were to 

be e e l f - f i n e n c i n g , end have no f i n e n e l e l oleim 

on the c e n t r a l s t a t e , wee enforced by the 

government. I n p r e c t l c e t h i e mesnt t h a t the 


