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fFor workplace struggles would not be based
on morsl conviction and aympathy with &
'separate' struggls, but based on an
swarsnass of the very real preconditicne

for success in community struggles.

But there is more to community
organisation than simply providing support
for the mors fundesentsl workplace struggles.
Rathar than Fadling sway once workplsce
struggles have bean won, organisation of Lhe
working cless in the community is imsportant
in ite own right, and with long-term
significance.

This is Firstly becesuse cless relgtions
do not only sxist in the workplece, but also
axist - and nesd to be changed - in Lthe
community. Secondly, a new state structure
cannot simply be a structure based only on
mass democratic organisstion in the work-
place. A state structure besed only in the
wvorkplace cannot provide For the collactive
nesds of the community like health, housing,
public transport snd recreational Faci]ities,
This is where community orgenisstions Form
®the ambryo of the névw society in the womb
of the old".

EMEEUEIH "

It would seem from all this that
sstablishing & nevw social order which
thoroughly serves tha working class woyld
involve not the (limited) use of the
capitalist state (which is external to
exploitation) - but rether its radical
tranaformation into & new mass democratic
organisastion which unites workplace and
community orgenissetion. It is thus
unrhiﬁg class struggle which organisationslly
combines workplace and community issues that
Rlﬂﬂidl! the yerm of a new socisl order,

In the light of this goal, participation
in cepitalist state structures cannot be an
end in itself. The capitalist stete remains
outside of relestions of exploitstion and
cannot therefore be used to trensform these
relations. But & new state structure that
unites democreatic workplace and comsunity
mass orgenisation cannot be bullt overnight.
Neither can it simply be built next to the
capitalist state. It is necessary, then, for
working cless orgenisetion to make tactical
use of the capitslist state in order to
sdvance the cause of building new structures
which span workpleace and community.

Participation in and winning concessions fro
the cepitalist state can play an important
rols in building up working class
organisation and confidence - and Finally
in demonstrating the structural limits of
the reforms granted by the cepitalist stats.
Urganisstion of the working cless in
the community is, sccording to this argument,
a vital part of social transformation. Much
ressarch needs to be done on the role of
cosmunity organisation in linking community
gnd workplace, state lpd production
relationships.

| Categories
of
:R_gsi stance

IN THE past, dork In Progress has festured
summaries of politicel triale, as well as
some in depth investigationa of specific
trials. Other contributions in WIP, such

as the "Chronology of Conflict™ in number
13, have relisd on court records to present
material on formes of resistance An current
South African society.

This focus has, in genermsl, not
concerned itselfl with the strictly legal or
procedural basis of trial procesdings, and
there are & number of ressons why political
trials have provided materisl of intersst
to people not professionally involved in
the legal procesas. Some of these reasons
are dealt with below.

The availability of information on the
activitieas and directions taken by the

limited. Thia lack of information is partly
due to the fact that a large number of
resistence organisations have been banned,
and their publications, statementa and

the country. Where such groups are active
in the organisation of populer resistance,
as in the case of the ANC, SACP and to some
extent the PAC, large gaps in the analysis
and understanding of conflict exiat within
even informed political circles. To some

dominated classes in South Africa is severely

debates may not be legally distributed within



extent, material presented in the procesdings
of political trials provides inmights into

thoas organisstions involved in resistance
activity.

Not only the banned status of certain
active oryanisations, but aelso increasing
state censorship makes important information
unavailable to groups within Soukth Africl-
Acts coverinyg the flilelds of publications,
police, defence, 'Key Pointa', "lInternal
Security' ang many other arsas deny members
of all social clesses information on the
uirinul dynamics which are shapiny both the
prasent and Eha future in South Africa.
Again, to m limited extent, the study of
political trials can pruvide some of this
information. -

This situation is made woree, in that
even the limited areas avsilable for
information gathering are not uasd Lo Ehe
full. The commercisl press, research workers
and other groups like universities hawve not
explored to the full the pusaibilities of
making availsble more information than
currently forms politicel conscliousnesas
within South African society. The refusal
of, for example, the press and universities
to take the long-term strujgles of the
dominsted classes in South Africe seriously,
except with the intention of controlling and
weakening such struggles, makea the lack of
information on conflict and resistance esven
more acute than the banning of organisations
and the censcoring of material necessitates.

Apart from providing important
information, political trials alao give an
indication of the lesvel and intensity of
popular resentment and organisation which
is present within the dominated classes.
For example, the relative lull in popular

strugyle during the second helf of the
19603 is reflected in the Fact that Few
trials of pulitical sctivists were heard
durimg that period. In the same way, the
rebellions of 1976 and 1977 gave rise to
g vast number of political trisls in the

courts, indicstiny the widespread nature

and extent of popular resistance during
those years.

The trials brought before court are

also an indication of long term trends,

both as far as resistance activity ims
concerned, as well as possible state response
to such activity. For example, during the
period 1974 to mid-1976, there wes » marked
increase in the number of political triasls
taking place. This was sn indication that
botn resistance to the ruling clesses, andg
the strengthening of opposition
oryenisstions, was incressing.

Possible state responss to resistance
is also reflected in trisls: for example,
the charying of & number of BPC and SASD
leaders under the Terrorism Act, despite
the fact that their activities had been non=
violent and overt,; wam an indication of the
ruling class' attitude towards the black
consciousness organisations then sctive in
South Africa. The banning of those
orgenisations in Uctober 1977 confirmed in
@ very stark way the state attitude whieh
had slready been displayed when leaders of
5A50 and UPC wes jailed for between 5 and
6 years at the end of their trial (see
5 va Cooper and others For details).

But having suggested certain ways in
which the study of politicsl trisls can
be useful in understanding society, it must
be noted that trisl meterial suffers from

importent limitations: any attempt to study
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triales as an indication of popular rlliltlﬂ{
must be approsched with care; becauss there
is no Jdirect relation batween confliet in

socisty, and the politicel trisls which
that conflict gives rise to.
Trial records are inadeguate as source

material for the following ressons:

= they tend to be incident, rather than
process orisnted. 1t is enly the svents and
activities sround specific incidenta which
sare probed in trisle, rather than the total
contextualisstion of those incidents within
the history of strugyle, resistance and
contradiction within society. For example,
in a trial where & plrlﬁn is charyed witn
attackiny m police station, it im highly
unlikely that evidence would be hessrd on
why the dominated clesses view police
stutions am symbols of oppression, how an
fsolated attmek on the police stetion fFits
in"with 8n organisationsl programme, and why
certain organisations snd groups have
underteken a proyremme of srmed struggle.
In much Lhe same way, trials Focus on
individuals; not on the sctivities and
interests uf suocial clesses. The very lect
that law views the individual seperastely
from his or her materiesl class position,
and does not accept the sntagonistie nature
of relations between classes, is one of the
reascons why political trials reflect social
conflict in & distorted, unclear manner.

w Those involved in the administration

of law tend to want to reduce sociel
conflicts to crisp and clear legal issues,
and this is & process which distorts the
relationship between the triml and the
series of svents it deals with. Events,
conflizt and reality iteelf are complex,
and often contredictory. Becauses
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individuals are to a lerge extent formed

by the way they experience reality, their
sctivities and sctions often reflect the
euntrldiftnrr nature of the society thay
live in. The sttempt to reduce much
complexity to & series of crisp legesl issues
is a factor which makes the political trial
of only limited use in snalysing and
documenting popular strugyle and resistance.
» The nature of trial procedure also
distorts the relationship between r-,l
social processes; and krials. The pressnce
of a prosecutor, trying to prove ® case, and
an accusad often attempting to minimise hie
or her involvement in the svents under
consideration, means that asspacta of the
actuaml nc:urrin:;l are lost or altered

when dealt with in a court hearing.

# A Ffinal factor to be remssmbered in tha
study of ktrisls is that only sctivistas
apprehended by the state ars brought to
court. This means that only & limited
number of psople involved in struggle and
resistance are put on triml, and that in
all the remaining ceses where asctivists are
not arrested, the study of political trials
reveals nothing sbout the sctivities of the
oppressed clasmes, _

Bearing in mind the limitations set out
mbove , it is poseibls to isoclate some long
‘term trends in resistance activity by _
tracing thes course of political trials.
Subssquent to the banning of the ANC and the
PAC, and the state's uncovering of the
Rivonis plan, the first indications of
srsed guerilla struggle emerged. During
1967 the ANC formed m military mllisnce
with ZAPU, and guerilla fightera from theass
twe organisations fought Rhodesian security
forcea on Iimbabwean soil. In these clashes,

s number of ANC guerillas were hillid. while
others escapad or were captured by security :
forces. More than 13 of this group were
tried by the Smith regime, snd sentenced to
terms of imprisonmsnt ranging from 20 years
to life. During May 1980 it was reported
that 13 AMC guerilles held in {imbabwean
Jails had been relessed ss part of a pre-
independence amnesty for politicsl prisoners.

However, some of those involved in tha
ANC - IAFU alliance found themselves on
triasl in South African courts. Ben jamin
Ramotse; tried in 1970, claimed that he had
been kidnapped by Rhodesian Torces in
dotswana, and then illegally handed over to
South Africen suthorities. His claim that he
should not be tried in ma South African court
because of the unlawful nature of his arrest
was turned down, and he was sentenced to 15
years imprisonmant .

Fana Mzimela wes found guilty of
undergoing military training under the
suspices of the ANC, and in 1972 he too was
sentenced to 15 yeers imprisonment. A third
member of the ANC group who fought with
LAPU during 1967 wes James April. In his
triesl, it wes found that he had left South
Africa in 1962, and after receiving military
training in Esat Germany and Russia, he
Joined & group Fighting on Zimbsbwean soil.
He subsequently escaped to Botswana, svoiding
Rhodesian security forces, and after under-
going Further training of & non-military
nature, returned to South Africe. Arrested
by the police, he wes sentenced to 15 years
imprisonment .

Thess trisls reflect the initial period
of ANC guerilla sctivity, undertaken with
ZAPU in Zimbabwe. However, within South
Africa there were indications of organised

sctivity as wall. Ouring 1969 11 men and a
WOman wWers charged under the Terrorism Ack.
The state ¢laimed that between 1962 and

1968 they nhad been active ss ANC members and
supporters, and conspired with Brasm F isher,
Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu; Jos S5lovo,
Oliver Teambo, Duma Nokwe mnd other ANC and
SACP leaders.

11 of the sccused were found guilty of
going abroad for military training, finding
ways fur treined guerillasm to snter South
Africa, searching for submarine lesnding
sites mlony the cosst, encouraging others to
undergo military training, and assisting
guerilla fFighters in South Africa. Sentences
ranging frem 3 to 20 years imprisonment were
imposed on those Found guilty.

Uuring the same year (1969), 22 people
were charged under the Suppression of
Communism Act in Pretoris. The staete claimed
thit as ANC members or supporters they had
distributed ANC pesmphlets, investigated
targets for ssbotage, devised means to obtain
explosives, and discussed the gquestion of
contact with guerills Fighters returning to
South Africe after periocds of training.
After two trials in which the charges wers
substentially the same, the accussd were
scquitted on & legal technicality, but
served with benning orders on relesse from
prison. (For details of the two trisls, see
5 va 5B Ndow and 21 others, and 5 ve Ramokee
and othera).

Usspite the indicetions of increased
guerills end guerilla-support sctivity
towards tha end of the 1960s, the esarly 1970
wers characterised by = reletive lull in
organised resistance asctivity, snd this is
shown in the isoclated nature of the

" politicel trisls of this period. During 1971
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a number of supporters of the African
Peoples' Uemocratic Union of South Africs
(APDUSA) were convicted of recruikting people
for military training, mainly in the Pondo-
land area. In 1972 Essop, Moodley, Essak and
Desail were charged with the production and
distribution of ANC and SACPF material in
South Africe. Ahmed Timol, & sscurity
detainee who died while in police detention
featured prominently in this trisl; snd at
its conclusion all 4 asccused were found
guilty of Terrorism, and ssntenced to 5 ysars
imprisonment . However, Moodleay and Essak

were acquiited on eppesl, while Essop and
Desai served Lheir sentences.

buring 1273 two non=5outh Africans,
Houmbaris and Hosey, were cherged together
with Cholo, Mpanza, Mthembu and 5i jaka.
Houmbaris and Hosey were found guilty of
providing support and essistence to trained
ANC guesrilles, including the supply of arcms,
ammunition and redio conteact. Houmbaris was
also found guilty of sesarching the Tranakeian
cosst for suiteble pleces to lend guerilles,
mesting guerilles in neighbouring territories
and tremnsporting them into South Africa, and
distributing ANC pamphletas. He received a

14 ysar sentence, and was sarving it when in
December 1979 he esceped from Pretoria's
maximum security prison. Hosey served 5
yaars. Their co-accused, Cholo, Hpanza,
Mthembu and 5ijake were found guilty of
underyoing ANC military treining; helped into
South Africa by Moumbaris, they had inteanded
to recruit and train other guerilla fighters
For ANC sctivity.

By 1975 a younger generation, meny of
whom hed been influenced by the black
consciousness organisations, were taking the
lead in militant activity, some of which

gave riss Lo court cases. The most
prominently fFeatured triml of this period was
that of various black consciouaness leaders
(5 va Cooper and others). Here the activities
of SASU end BPC were put on trial under the
Terrorism Act. At the end of 1975 Eric

Molobi was charged with inciting people to
undergo military trlin+ng, distribution of

pamph lets; and attempting to involve pecople
in scts of ssbotsge. Found guilty on some

of thase charges, he wvas santencad to
5 ysars.

Esrly in 1976 a numbar of people
associated with the Nationsl Youth
Urgenisation (NAYU) were charged with
conspiring to form underground cells to study
and gather information on military
installations; inveatigating ways of using
the labour force to cripple the sconomy;
and recruiting people for military training
(see 5 va Molokeng end others).

Wuring 1975 and the fFirst half of
1976 thers were indicetions of an increasing
number of people leaving South Africa te
undergo militery kraining, meinly under Ethe
auspices of the ANC. S5tanley Nkosi and, Petrus
Mothlanthe were found guilty of undergoing
such training in the first third of 1976,
and sentenced to 10 yesars mach. In the trial
of Mosima Sexwales and others, a number of
ANC guerillas were found guilty of under-
going militeary treining during the first half
of 1976.

However , the events of June 197& and
after gave enormous impetus to the trends
slready noticemsble during the 18 montha
precesding mid 1976. From the trisls which
took plece in the post June '76 period,
it is possible to categorise the chenging
forms of resistance emerging within South
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Africe. These categories mre bassd on change
in triasls over a period of tise: thay are
accordingly sbetract and auffer From moat

of the limitetions mentioned eerlier in
connection with the study of politicasl
trimls.

FThe categories isolated also show a
certein chronological deve lopment: while
sctivity im one cetegory has not ceasssd,; it
has tended to be overshadowed by new Forms
of resistance as conflict has intensif ied
within South Africaea. But it should be noted
that individual ¢trials do not Fit nestly
into each cetegory: in many ceses activity
Falling into & number of the categories of
resistance are dealt with in one trial.
There are also & number of important fForms
of resistance which are excluded from what
follows: these relate to & lesrge amount of
organised mass resistance, taking the form
of stay aways, strikes, boycotts of buses
and schools, stc. The mass involvement in
these Forms of activity cennot be expressed,
even inadequately,; in trials; and they are
accordingly excluded from the categorisation
pressnted below.

1. Politicisation and sducative activity:

To some extent, much of this sckivity
preceeded the evants of June 1976, For
exampls the work of orgeanisationas like BPC,
SAS0, and SASM. The SASU/BPC Terrorism Act
trial of 1975 = 76 reflects ona form of this
activity, while the ceses of Suttner,
Holiday, Rebkin and Cronin, and Jenkins and
Les deal with snother aspect. Here,
intellesctuales involved thamseslves in tha
production snd distribution of ANC and SACP
literasture on a wide scale. Offences in this
category have usually been charged as
Terrorism, although in some cases the
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‘;uppillllﬁn of Communist/Internal Security
Act has baan usad.

2. "Spontsneous’ !i- nok Egilﬂilltlﬂﬂillt
linked) resistance:

This has invarisbly emerged in periods of
intenae political crisis, swuch as the
rebeliion of 1976 - 77, and the current
pariod of resistance sssociated with the
schools boycott and other activity, most
pronounced in the Western Cape. Such

resistance has often focussed on selective
symbols of oppression, such &8 Hantu Affaire
Administration Board offices, townaship

beer sand ligquor outlets, buses, Bantu
Education schools, stc. Thers have alsc been
sttacks on individusls perc¢eived as ‘system
man', eg headmasters, UBC/ecommunity council
mambare, policesmen end particularcly
exploitative traders. Activity falling within{
this catsgory has occasionally besn charged
as Sabotage or asttempted murder, but more

commonly as n:lnn; puhLIE vialence or
malicious damage to property.

3, Recruitment for military training, and
ssmisting recruits to leaave the country

to receive training:
Immediately after June '"76, trials covering
these forme of sctivity increased
:unilﬁlrlhli a8 more and more politicised
scholars laft South Africe and found their
way into the training cemps of the ANC and
the PAC. A well-known example of a trial
covering thias form of activity wes the
Bathal PAC triml (5 ve Mothopeng and 17
others), where 16 of the accused were found
guilty of offences relsting to PAC sctivity,
and sentenced to periods of imprisonment
ranging from 15 years to ane vholly suspendad)
ssntence .

4. Related to the sbove are cases deasling
with attem to leave the coun with the
intention of undergoing military training.
A large number of trials of this naturse
were held during the 1976 - 78 period, and
there are atill cesas of people being
spprehended by police while leaving the
country to receive training.

3. Ihe undertaking of organishtionsl work
within South Africa for unlewful

organisations hes usually besn cherged sa an
offence under the Terrorism Act, snd in some
cases the Internesl Security Act. A recent
trisl involving the provision of strategic
information for the ANC is an sxample of
such sctivity, namely the cese of Renfrew
Christée, who was sentenced to 10 years
imprisonment for undertaking research inte
enerqgy matters, and supplying the ANC with
the results of his research.

The activities of Hugnhlrll and Hossy ,
described above, also Fall within this
category of orgenised resistance.

6. As thoss who left the country in tha wake
of June '76 underwent training in the cemps
of the ANC and the PAC, so an increasing
number of guerills Fighters returned to

South Africa. A number of these guerilles
were arrested bsfore undertaking any .
sctivity, and were charged with undergoing
military training "with the intention of
endangering the maintenance of lew and order'.
As the number of guerillas returning to

South Africe rose, so another of fence

emarged in political triesls - that of
harbouring or giving assistance to guerillas
fighters. In thase cases, family members werse
sometimes charged with assisting relatives

who hed undergone military treining, ®s in

the trial of Kate Serckolo snd 2 others, and
the current cese of Mzinyathd and Bentley:
in this matter, Bentley is the stepfather

of Mzinyathi, snd is chaerged with h.rbnu:ing
him, knowing that ha had undergone military
training.

7. The final cetegory of resistance to be
sxtracted from political trisls is the one
feat beacoming moat common in the courts,

It reflecte the growing intensity of armed
struggle in South Africa, and deals with
sctual guerills snd sabotage sctivities.
Charges relating to these ectivitiss often
include the possession of arms, smmunition
and sxplosives.

Slightly earlier ceses of this category
include those of Solomon Mahlangu, exscuted
for his limited role in the Goch Street
shooting of June 1977; Hosima Sexwale, who
was found guilty of , inter alia, throwing =
grensde into the cab of a police vehicle
in order to escape from custody, and was
sentenced to 18 years; and Neledi Teiki, who
was found guilty of sabotaging m reilway line
in the Nothern Tranavaal during 1976, and
sentenced to 12 years imprisonment.

More recent ceses include the Plieter-
maritzburg Tremason Trial (5 va Sekete and

others), whers evidence was led of running
battles between ANC guerilles and South
Africen and BophuthaTewanan forces, and the
current trisl of Lubisi end others, where
tre sccused Tace charges of Tresson, murder,
and Terrorism relating to the siege at a
Silverton Baenk, and the attack on a police

station at Soskmakaar.




ihege raulher obetract categories of
resistance purtislly reflect certuin fForus
of conflict within suciety. A8 awentiuned
earlier, u nuaber of Factors meke it
difficult to enalyse wrd monifor the
nuture and intensity of that conflict.
JeBpite tha linmitationsoutlined above,
the stuuy of politicel trials enebles us
tu form sume impressions on resistence Lo
the nuture of South Afrlciﬁ socieby, #3 well
88 Lhe dejree of support enjoyed by banned
uryenisstions sctive amungst the dominated

Onverwacht:
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'ethnic'

division and oppression

19761 Soweluv sludents Jemand relesse ﬁr
detainees and an end to dentu Education.

OUT3IuE Thaba Nehu in the Orange Free State,
an the sain highway to 8losmfontein, there

is a sign marked Uitzicht, polinting to tha
south=wasts The public rosd is wide; rough

and heavily rutted. Long before it reachas
Uitzieht; which is a small railway siding

near the Ausfonteoln dam; it pesses through =
gap in a low ridge of hills crossing the
wastern boundary of the Thaba Nchu reserve.
Beyond that gap,; 12 Hilﬂ!ﬂtltl from Thaba

Nehu towny lies omo of the lerqgest resetilement
sluma In South Africa. It is officially known
a8 Onverwacht,; but tha people who live therse
also call it Botshabelo, FPlace of Refuge, It
was barcen veld in May 1979, Today it is still
8 vaat parade of shacks and-tents and numbered
toilet atands, occupied by more than ona
hundred thoussnd pecple. Why?

: Tha story of Onverwacht shows what has
been happening throughout the rural aresas of
South Afrieca in the late 19708, Black lsboursrs
and thelr families are sxpelled from whike
farms, Illegal 'squatters' are harassed by
municipal police Iin "white' South Afcics

(tha hated 'black]acks') and by bantustan
police in the black resscves. The "surplus
appendages' of the aparthald state = the

eick, the unemployed, the aged, ths wives

and children of mlgrant workers = ace

sgueszed onto remotes and isolated dumplng
grounde, FMesnwhile politicel responsibility
for the stagnant dustbine of white prospescity

is displaced From Py EBotha to Eha bantustan
legadersj & continuous rumble of discontent In

the black townships Is choked by "sneaza
machinea' and the rest of tha Equth African

state's technigues of reprecsiony and the
internationol media speaculate owver hints of
significant ceform.

Bscavas of its historical sssoclation
with the Seleks Rolong, & branch of ths Tswana
people,; Thaba Kehu Ls an snclave of
bophuthaTswans and became "independent' ag
pacrt of that bentustan Ln vecember 1977, But
the african populetion of tha Lrange Fras
State am & wholo 1 predominmantly Loutharn
Sotho, Their official "homeland' Lis Uwagua,
otherwias the magisterisl district of
Witzleshoek, in the north=eastearn cornar of
tha Frem State on the border of Natal. Lepgwa
is & tiny,; mountainous and bltqlp ares of
48 000 hectares, Its de facto (sctusl)
population in 1970 was 24 000; repressnting
Llean than 2= of the 1;36 million people
identified ss members of ths '"South Sotho
national unit' end, sccordingly, aws
cltizens of Owsqua by law (de jurs), Nearly
0% of this population were reslident In
'white' South Afrlcaj and 8,4% werse in ;thlt
bantustans than Owagwa,; mainly the Transkel
and BophuthaTewsna, The sstimsted des Jure
population of Quagwa in mid=1978 was 1,79
millions Eut Far mors important than the
absclute increase in numbers is the changea




