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f o r w o r k p l a c e a t r u q q l o s w o u l d n o t bo b e e e f l 

on moral conv ic t ion and eyapathy wi th a 

' • o p o r i t v 1 s t r u g g l e , but baaed on an 

avareneee of the vary r e e l precondit ions 

for success i n community e t r u g g l e e . 

But thara l a aoro to community 

orgenieet lon than e iap ly prov id ing support 

f o r the aoro fundeaontel vorkplece a t rugglaa . 

Rather than f a l l i n g evey once vorkplece 

a t rugg laa hava baan von, orgenieet lon of tha 

vorking c laaa in tha coaaunity i a important 

in l t a own r i g h t , and a l t h l o n g - t a r e 

a i g n i f i e a n c a . 

Thia i a f i r s t l y because c l a a a r e l e t i o n e 

do not only o x i e t in tha vorkp lece , but alao 

ex io t - and nead to ba changad * in tha 

community. Secondly, a nev s t a t a s t ructure 

cannot e i a p l y ba a a t ruc tu ra baaad only on 

aaaa democratic organiaat ion in tha work­

p l a c e . A a t a t e a t ruc tu re beeed only i n the 

vorkplece cannot provide for the c o l l e c t i v e 

neede of the community l i k e h e a l t h , houaing, 

publ ic transport end r e c r e a t i o n a l f e c l l i t l e e . 

Thle i a ehere coeaunity organleet ione form 

"tha embryo of the M v society in the voeb 

of the old" . 

CONCLUSION. 

I t would eeea from a l l th ia tha t 

e a t a b l l e h i n g e nee e o c i e l order ehich 

thoroughly eervee the eorking c leee vould 

involve not the ( l i m i t e d ) uee of the 

c a p l t a l i a t e t e t e (vhich ie e x t e r n e l to 

e x p l o i t a t i o n ) - but ra ther i t e rad ica l 

t r e n e f o m a t ion i n t o e nev aaee democratic 

orgenieet lon ehich unltee workplace and 

coaaunity o r g e n i e e t l o n . I t ie thue 

vorking c laae e t ruggle ehich o rgen iea t iona l l y 

coabinae workplace end coaaunlty ieauee that 

providee the ^ere of a nev e o c i e l order . 

In the l i g h t of t h i a g o a l , p a r t i c i p e t i o n 

in c e p i t e l i e t e t e t e e t r u c t u r e a cennot be en 

end i n 1 tee I f . the c e p i t e l i e t e t e t e raaeine 

outeide of r e l e t i o n e of e x p l o i t e t i o n and 

cennot there fore be ueed to t r a n e f o r a theee 

r e l e t i o n e . dut e nev a ta te a t ruc tu re that 

unites democratic workplace end coaaunlty 

aaea orgenieet lon cennot be b u i l t overn ight * 

Nei ther cen i t e i a p l y be b u i l t next to the 

c e p i t e l i e t e t e t e . I t ia neceeeery, t h e n , for 

working c laaa orgenieet lon to aake t e c t i c e l 

uee of the c e p i t e l i e t a t e t e in order to 

advence the ceuee of bu i ld ing new e t ruc turee 

vhich epen workplace end coaaun l ty . 

P a r t i c i p e t i o n i n and v inning conceeeiona f r o * 

the c e p i t e l i e t a t a t e can play an iapor tan t 

ro le in bu i ld ing up vorking cleee 

orgenieet lon and confidence - end r i n a l l y 

in deeonetra t ing the e t r u c t u r e l l i a i t e of 

the reforae grented by the c e p i t e l i e t e t e t e . 

Orgenieet lon of the vorking cleee in 

the coeaunity i e , eccordlng to th le erguaent, 

e v i t a l part of e o c i e l t r e n e f o r a a t i o n . Huch 

reeeerch neede to be done on the r o l e of 

coaaunity o rgan lee t ion in l i n k i n g community 

end vorkp lece , e t e t e and production 

r e l a t i o n e h i p e . 

Categories 
of 
Resistance 

IN 1HE p a a t , Work In Progreoo hee fee tured 

summaries of p o l i t i c a l t r i a l s , ee v e i l ee 

some in depth i n v e e t l y e t i o n e of s p e c i f i c 

t r l e l e . Other c o n t r i b u t i o n in H I P , euch 

ee the "Chronology of C o n f l i c t " in nuaber 

1 3 , have r e l i e d on court recorde to preaent 

m a t e r i e l on forms of remit tance in current 

South A f r i c e n e o c l e t y * 

Thie focue hae, in g e n e r e l , not 

concerned i t e e l f v i t h the e t r i c t l y l e g a l or 

procedural baeie of t r i a l procaedinge, and 

there are e number of reasone why p o l i t i c a l 

t r i a l e have provided a e t e r i e l of i n t e r e a t 

to people not p r o f e e e i o n a l l y involved in 

the l e g a l proceee. Soae of these reasons 

are dee l t v i t h be lov , 

Ihe a v a i l a b i l i t y of informat ion on the 

e c t i v i t i e e end d i r e c t i o n e teken by the 

dominated claaeee in South A f r i c e ie aevere ly 

l i m i t e d . I h i e leek of i n f o r a e t i o n ie p e r t l y 

due to the f e e t the t a large number of 

ree letance organleet ione hove been banned, 

and t h e i r p u b l i c e t i o n e , etetemente and 

debatea aay not be l e g a l l y d i e t r i b u t a d w i t h i n 

the count ry . Where euch groupe are a c t i v e 

in the organiaat ion of popular r e e i a t a n c e , 

ee in the caee of the ANC, SACP and to aome 

extent the PAC. le rge gape in the ana lya ia 

and underetending of c o n f l i c t e x i e t v i t h i n 

even informed p o l i t i c a l c i r c l a e . lo eome 
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e x t e n t , m a t e r i a l presented i n tha proceedings 

of p o l i t i c a l t r i a l s providaa ina ighta i n t o 

those organisat ions involved i n res is tsncs 

activity* 
Not only the banned sta tus of c e r t a i n 

s c t i v e o rgsn isa t ions , but a lao lncreaa ing 

s t s t a cenaorahip mskee important in format ion 

unava i l ab le to groups w i th in South A f r i c a . 

Acts covering the f i e l d s of p u b l i c a t i o n s , 

p o l i c e , defence, 'Key P o i n t e 1 , ' I n t e r n a l 

S e c u r i t y ' and many other ereae deny members 

of s l l a o c i a l clsssaa in format ion on the 

verioua dynemica which are ahaping both the 

present end the f u t u r e in South A f r i c a * 

Again , to a 1 m i ted e x t a n t , the etudy of 

p o l i t i c a l t r i a l s can provide some of th is 

in format ion* -

This s i t u a t i o n is made worse, in tha t 

even the l i m i t e d areaa a v a i l a b l e for 

in format ion gather ing are not used to the 

f u l l * The comaerclel press , research workers 

and other groups l i k e u n i v e r s i t i e s have not 

explored to the f u l l the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of 

making a v a i l a b l e more in format ion then 

c u r r e n t l y forma p o l i t i c a l coneciouanass 

e i t h i n South A f r i c a n aoc ie ty* The re fusa l 

o f , for example, the press snd u n i v e r s i t i e s 

to tske the long-term struggles of the 

dominsted clsseas in South A f r i c a s e r i o u s l y , 

except v i t h the i n t e n t i o n of c o n t r o l l i n g snd 

weakening such s t r u g g l e s , makee the lsck of 

informat ion on c o n f l i c t and res is tance even 

more acute than the banning of organieat ions 

snd the censoring of m a t e r i a l necess i ta tes * 

Apart from providing important 

i n f o r m a t i o n , p o l i t i c a l t r i a l s a l a o g ive en 

i n d i c a t i o n of the l e v e l end i n t e n s i t y of 

populsr rssentment snd organieat ion which 

is present w i t h i n the dominsted c l s s s e s . 

For example, tha r e l e t l v e l u l l in popular 

a t ruggle dur ing the aecond ha l f of tha 

1960a i s r e f l e c t e d in tha f a c t tha t few 

t r i a l e of p o l i t i c a l e c t i v i a t a were heard 

dur ing tha t per iod* In the ssme vsy, the 

r e b e l l i o n s uf 1976 snd 1977 gave r ise to 

s vast number of p o l i t i c a l t r i a l e in the 

c o u r t s , i n d i c a t i n g the wldeepread nature 

and extant of popular rea ie tance dur ing 

thoae years. 

The t r i a l a brought before court are 

a lao an i n d i c a t i o n of long term t renda , 

both ae f a r aa res istsncs a c t i v i t y is 

concerned, ss w s l l as posslbls s t s t e reeponse 

to such a c t i v i t y . For example, dur ing tha 

period 1974 to mid-1976, there wee a marked 

increase in the number or p o l i t i c s l t r i s l s 

tak ing p lace* This wss an i n d i c a t i o n tha t 

both rea ie tance to the r u l i n g c lassea , anu 

the st rengthening of oppoeit ion 

o rgan iaa t ione , wss i n c r e a s i n g * 

Possible s t s t e rssponse to reeietance 
ia a lao r e f l e c t e d in t r i a l a t for example, 

the cherging of a number of BPC and SASO 

leedera under the Terrorism A c t , deap i te 

tha f a c t that t h e i r s c t i v i t i s s had been non­

v i o l e n t snd o v e r t , wee sn I n d i c a t i o n of the 

r u l i n g claes* a t t i t u d e towards the black 

conaciouaneaa organisat ions then e c t l v e in 

South A f r i c s . The banning of thoss 

organlaat ions in Uctober 1977 confirmed in 

s very s t s r k way the e t s t s a t t i t u d e which 

hsd slrssdy been d isplsysd when leadera of 

SASO snd BPC wss j a i l e d for between 5 and 

6 yeara at the end of t h e i r t r i a l (eee 

S ve Cooper snd others for d e t a i l s ) * 

But having suggested c e r t e i n wsys in 

which the study of p o l i t i c a l t r i a l s can 

be usefu l in understsnding s o c i e t y , i t must 

be noted the t t r i s l m s t e r i s l s u f f e r s from 

lmportsnt l i m i t a t i o n s ! any sttempt to study 

* 
t r i s l s ss sn i n d i c s t i o n of populsr res istsncs 

must bs spprosched with c a r e , becsuaa there 

ie no d i r e c t r e l e t i o n between c o n f l i c t in 

s o c i e t y , snd the p o l i t i c a l t r i a l s which 

ths t c o n f l i c t g ivss r i s s to* 

T r i s l rscords srs insdsquste ee source 

m a t s r i s l for the f o l l o w i n g ressonei 

• they tend to be i n c i d e n t , rsther then 
procsss o r i s n t e d . I t is only the events snd 

s c t i v i t i s s sround s p e c i f i c inc idents which 

srs probed i n t r i a l a , ra ther then the t o t a l 

c o n t a x t u a l i a e t i o n of thoss inc idsnts w i t h i n 

ths h is to ry of s t r u g g l e , res is tance snd 

c o n t r s d i c t i o n w i t h i n s o c l s t y . For exemple. 

in s t r i s l whsre s pereon is chsrgsd with 

e t tsck lng s po l ice s t a t i o n , i t is h igh ly 

u n l i k s l y thst evidence eould be heard on 

why the domlneted claeeea view pol ice 

a te t lone ss aymbola of oppreaaion, how an 

i ao ls tsd a t tack on the pol ice a t a t i o n f i t a 

i n w i l i i sn o r g a n i a s t i o n s l programms, and why 

c e r t a i n organisst lons snd groups hsve 

undertaken s progrsmme of i r m d s t r u g g l e . 

In much the ssms vay , t r i a l s focua on 

i n d i v i d u a l s , not on the a c t i v i t i e e end 

i n t e r e a t a of soc ia l c l a s s s s . The very f e e t 

thst law views the i n d i v i d u a l aepere te ly 

from his or hsr m a t e r i a l c lass p o s i t i o n , 

snd does not sccept the an tegon ie t lc nature 

of r e l a t i o n s bstwsen c l a e e e a , i a one of the 

reaaons why p o l i t i c s l t r i s l s r e f l e c t s o c i s l 

c o n f l i c t in s d i s t o r t e d , uncleer manner* 

» fhoae involved in the admin is t ra t ion 

of low tend to went to rsducs s o c i a l 

c o n f l i c t a to c r i a p and c lear l e g a l issues, 

and t h i s i s s procaes which d i a t o r t e tha 

r e l a t i o n a h i p between the t r i a l snd the 

eer ies of svente i t desls w i t h . Events , 

c o n f l i c t snd r s s l i t y i t s s l f srs complex, 

snd of ten c o n t r a d i c t o r y . Because 
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i n d i v i d u a l s ar t to a large ex tent formed 

by the way they experience r e a l i t y * t h e i r 

e c t i v i t i e e end aet ione of ten r e f l e c t the 

cont rad ic tory nature of the aoc.ioty they 

l i v e i n * The e t t e a p t to reduce euch 

complexity to e e e r l e e of c r i e p 1*9*1 iaeuee 

l a a fac tor vhlch makes the p o l i t i c a l t r i a l 

of only U n i t e d uae in snalye ing and 

documenting popular a t ruggle end r e e i e t e n c e . 

m l h i nature of t r i a l procedure a leo 

d i e t o r t e the r e l a t i o n s h i p between r e a l 

e o c i e l processes« end t r i e l e . The presence 

of e proeecutor i t r y i n g to prove a case, end 

an eccueed o f t e n a t tempt ing to minimise hie 

or her involvement i n the evente under 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n , meana tha t aepecte of the 

e c t u e l occurrencee ere lost or a l t e red 

when d e e l t e i t h in e court hear ing* 

» A f i n a l f a c t o r to be remembered in the 

study of t r i s l s ie the t only s c t i v i s t e 

epprehended by the e t e t e ere brought to 

c o u r t . Thle meene thet only s l i m i t s d 

number of people involved in e t rugg la and 

ree ie tence ere put on t r i a l , and tha t in 

a l l the remeining cemee where a c t i v i s t s ere 

not a r r e e t e d . the etudy of p o l i t i c a l t r i e l e 

revea ls nothing ebout the a c t i v i t i e s of the 

oppreeeed cloeoee« 

Bearing in mind the l i m i t e t i o n e set out 

above, i t i e poseibls to i so la te some long 

terra trende in ree ie tence a c t i v i t y by 

t r e e i n g the course of p o l i t i c a l t r i a l s . 

Subsequent to the banning of the ANC end the 

PAC, end the s t a t e ' s uncovering of the 

Rivonis p l s n , the f i r s t ind ics t ione of 

armed g u e r l l l s s t rugg ls emerged. During 

1967 the ANC formed e m i l i t a r y s l l i a n c a 

with ZAPU, end g u e r i l l e f i g h t e r a from theee 

two o r g a n i s a t i o n fought Rhodeoien eecur i ty 

forces on Zlmbsbvesn s o i l . I n t h e * * c lsehes , 

s number of ANC g u e r i l l e s vers k i l l e d , whi le 

othere eeceped or were ceptured by e e c u r i t y 

forces- Hore then 13 of t h l e group were 

t r i e d by the Smith regime, end sentenced to 

terme of imprisonment ranging f roa 20 yeere 

to l i f e . During Hey 1980 i t was reported 

tha t 13 ANC g u e r i l l e e held i n Zimbabwean 

j a i l s had oeen re leeeed as par t of e p r s -

independence amneety for p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s . 

However, some of those involved in the 

ANC - ZAPU a l l i a n c e found themselves on 

t r i s l in South A f r i c a n c o u r t s . Benjamin 

Remotee, t r i e d in 1970, claimed thet he hed 

been kldnepped by Rhodeeien forcee in 

dotevsno, and then 11 l e g a l l y hended over to 

South A f r i c a n e u t h o r l t i e e . His c la im the t he 

should not bs t r i s d in a South A f r i c a n court 

becauee of the un lawfu l nature of hie e r r e e t 

was turned down, end he wee sentenced to IS 

yeers imprisonmsnt* 

Fans H z i a e l a wee found g u i l t y of 

undergoing m i l i t e r y t r a i n i n g under the 

auaplcea of the ANC, end in 197Z he too waa 

eentanced to 15 yeere imprisonment * A t h i r d 

member of the ANC group who fought w i t h 

ZAPU during 1967 wee Jamea A p r i l . In his 

t r i s l , i t wse found the t he hed l e f t South 

A f r l c e in 1962, end e f t e r rece iv ing m i l i t e r y 

t r e i n i n g in Eeet Germeny end Rueeie , he 

jo ined e group f i g h t i n g on Zlmbebween e o i l . 

He eubeequently escaped to Botewena* avoiding 

Khodeeian eecur i ty f o r c e e , end e f t e r under* 

going f u r t h e r t r e i n i n g of e n o n - m i l l t e r y 

ne tu re , returned to South A f r l c e . Arreeted 

by the p o l i c e , he wee aantenced to 15 yeere 

imprisonment. 

Thee* t r i a l s r e f l e c t the i n i t i a l period 

of ANC g u e r i l l a a c t i v i t y , undertaken wi th 

ZAPU in Zimbabwe. However, w i t h i n South 

A f r l c e there' were ind ica t ions of orgsnissd 

a c t i v i t y stf w e l l . Ouring 1969 11 men end e 

woman vera charged under the Terrorism A c t . 

The s t s t e claimed the t between 1962 and 

196U they had been ect ive ee ANC members snd 

supporters, snd consplrsd wi th riraaa F l o h e r , 

Neleon Hendele, Welter S i e u l u , Joe S l o v o , 

U l iver Tempo, Oume Nokcwe and other ANC and 

SACP lssders . 

11 of the eccueed were found g u i l t y of 

going sbroed for m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g , f i n d i n g 

waya fur t r a i n e d g u e r i l l e e to enter South 

A f r l c e , searching for submarine lending 

s i t s s a ionj the c o s s t , sncoureglng othere to 

undergo m i l i a r y t r e i n i n g , snd e e e i e t i n g 

g u e r i l l a f i g h t e r a in South A f r i c a . Sentencee 

ranging fram 5 to 20 yeere lmprieonment were 

lmpoeed on thoee found g u i l t y , 

During the same year ( 1 9 6 9 ) , 22 people 

were chergtfd under the Suppreeeion of 

Communism Act in P r e t o r i a . The e t e t e cleimed 

that aa ANC membera or supporters they had 

d i s t r i b u t e d ANC pamphlets, inves t iga ted 

t s r g s t s for ssbotege, devlssd meene to obte ln 

e x p l o s i v e s , snd discusssd the quest ion of 

contect with g u e r l l l s f i g h t e r e r e t u r n i n g to 

South A f r i c a e f t e r periode of t r e i n i n g . 

A f t e r two t r i e l e i n which the chergee were 

e u b e t e n t i s l l y ths ssme, the sccussd were 

ecqui t ted on s l e g s l t e c h n i c a l i t y , but 

eerved wi th bennlng ordera on releeee from 

p r i e o n . (For d e t e i l e of the two t r i a l s , aee 

S ve SR Ndou and 21 o t h e r e , end S va Ramotee 

and o t h e r e ) * 

Deepite the ind lca t iona of increaaed 

g u e r i l l a and g u e r i l l a - o u p p o r t e c t i v l t y 

towerds ths snd of ths 1960s, the e e r l y 1970s 

wars character ised by a r s l a t l v e l u l l in 

organised resistance a c t i v i t y , end t h i e ia 

ehown i n tne i e o l e t e d netura of the 

p o l i t i c a l t r i e l e of t h l e p e r i o d . Ouring 1971 



a number of s u p p o r t e r s of the A f r i c a n 

Peop les* D e m o c r a t i c Union of South A f r i c a 

(APUUSA) v e r e c o n v i c t e d of r e c r u i t i n g people 

f o r m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g , main ly i n the Pondo-

l e n d a r e a * I n 1972 C e e o p , Hood l e y , Eessk and 

O e e e i vere charged v i t h the p r o d u c t i o n end 

d i e t r l b u t i o n of ANC and SACP M a t e r i a l i n 

South A f r i c a . Ahead T i m o l , e a e c u r i t y 

d e t e i n e e eho d i e d v h i l e i n p o l i c e d e t e n t i o n 

f e a t u r e d p r o m i n e n t l y i n t h i e t r i a l , and a t 

i t a c o n c l u e i o n a l l 4 accuaed v e r e found 

g u i l t y of t e r r o r i s m , and aen tenced t o 5 y e a r e 

i m p r i e o n m e n t . However. Hoodley and Cssak 

v e r e a c q u i i t a d on a p p e a l , v h i l e Eaaop and 

D e e a i ae rved t h e i r s e n t e n c e s , 

D u r i n g 1973 t v o non-South A f r i c a n s . 

Houmberie and Hoeey v v e r e charged t o g e t h e r 

e l t h C h o l o , Hpanze , Hthembu and S i j e k a . 

Houmberie and Hoaey e e r e found g u i l t y of 

p r o v i d i n g e u p p o r t and e e s i a t a n c a t o t r a i n e d 

ANC g u a r i I l e a , i n c l u d i n g the supply of a r e a , 

ammunit ion end r a d i o c o n t a c t . Houmberie vae 

a l e o found g u i l t y of a e a r c h i n g the T r e n e k e i e n 

c o a a t f o r a u i t a b l e p l a c e s t o lsnd g u e r i l l a s , 

m e e t i n g g u e r i l l e a i n n e i g h b o u r i n g t e r r i t o r i e s 

snd t r a n s p o r t i n g t h e * i n t o South A f r i c a , and 

d i e t r i b u t i n g ANC pamphle ts* He r e c e i v e d a 

14 year e o n t e n c e , end vas a a r v i n g i t vhen i n 

December 1979 he escaped f rom P r e t o r i e ' e 

maximum s e c u r i t y p r i s o n . Hosey se rved 5 

y e a r s . T h e i r co -accused , C h o l o , H p a n z e , 

Hthembu and S i j a k a v e r e found g u i l t y of 

undergo ing ANC m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g ; h e l p e d i n t o 

South A f r i c a by H o u m b a r i s , t h e y had I n t e n d e d 

t o r e c r u i t and t r a i n o ther g u e r i l l a f i g h t e r s 

f o r ANC a c t i v i t y . 

By 1975 a younger g e n e r a t i o n , many of 

whoa had been i n f l u e n c e d by the b l a c k 

c o n a c i o u s n e s e o r g a n i s a t i o n s - eere t a k i n g the 

l e e d i n a l l i t e n t a c t i v i t y , aome of v h i c h 

gave r l e e t o c o u r t c a a e e . The moat 

p r o m i n e n t l y f e e t u r e d t r i a l of t h i e p e r i o d eaa 

t h a t of v a r i o u e b l a c k c o n s c l o u a n e a a l e a d e r e 

(S ve Cooper and o t h e r a ) . Here the e c t i v i t i e a 

of SASU and BPC vara put on t r i a l under the 

T e r r o r i s m A c t * At t h e end of 1975 C r i c 

H o l o o i eaa charged e i t h i n c i t i n g peop le t o 

undergo m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g * d i s t r i b u t i o n of 

p a m p h l e t s * end a t t e m p t i n g t o i n v o l v e people 

i n e c t e of e a b o t a g e . Found g u i l t y on aome 

of these c h o r g e e , he vae een tenced t o 

5 y e a r e * 

E a r l y i n 1976 a number of people 

a a a o c l a t e d e i t h t h e N a t i o n a l Youth 

O r g a n i s a t i o n (NAYU) v e r e charged v i t h 

c o n s p i r i n g t o f o r m underground c a l l s t o a tudy 

and g a t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n on m i l i t a r y 

i n s t s l l s t i o n s i i n v e a t i g e t i n g vaya of u e i n g 

the l abour f o r c e t o c r i p p l e t h e economy; 

and r e c r u i t i n g people f o r m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g 

(aee S vs Holokeng end o t h e r s ) . 

D u r i n g 1975 and t h e f i r e t h a l f of 

1976 t h e r e vere i n d i c e t i o n a of an i n c r e a s i n g 

numbsr of peop le l e e v i n g S o u t h A f r i c s t o 

undergo m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g , m a i n l y under the 

ausp ices of t h s ANC* S t a n l e y N k o e i and* P e t r u a 

H o t h l a n t h e vere found g u i l t y of u n d e r g o i n g 

euch t r a i n i n g i n the f i r e t t h i r d of 1976* 

and e e n t e n c e d t o 10 y e e r e e e c h . I n the t r i a l 

of Hoa ina Sexve lo end o t h e r s , a number of 

ANC g u e r i l l e a vere found g u i l t y of u n d e r ­

g o i n g m i l i t e r y t r e i n i n g d u r i n g t h e f i r e t h e l f 

of 1 9 7 6 . 

H o v e v e r , t h e e v e n t e of June 1976 end 

e f t e r geve enormous impetue t o the t r e n d a 

a l r e a d y n o t i c e a b l e d u r i n g t h e 16 montha 

p roceed ing mid 1 9 7 6 . From t h e t r i a l e v h i c h 

took p i e c e in the poet June ' 7 6 p e r i o d , 

i t i e p o e a i b l e t o c e t e g o r l a e the chenging 

forma of r e e i a t o n c e e m e r g i n g v i t h i n South 
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A f r i c e . These c e t e g o r i e e a r e baeed on chengei 

i n t r i e l a over e p e r i o d of t i m e t t h e y e r e 

e c c o r d i n g l y e b e t r a c t and a u f f e r froe) moot 

of the l i m i t e t i o n e ment ioned e e r l i e r i n 

c o n n e c t i o n v i t h the atudy of p o l i t i c a l 

t r i a l e . 

The c a t e g o r l e a i e o l e t e d a l a o ahov a 

c e r t a i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t ! v h i l e 

a c t i v i t y i n one c a t e g o r y hoe not c e a e a d . i t 

haa tended t o be overshadoved by new forma 

of r e a i s t a n c e ae c o n f l i c t hem i n t e n e i f l e d 

v i t h i n South A f r i c e * But i t e h o u l d be noted 

t h a t i n d i v i d u a l t r i a l e do not f i t n e a t l y 

i n t o e a c h c e t e g o r y : i n many ceaes a c t i v i t y 

f a l l i n g i n t o a number of t h e c e t e g o r i e e of 

r e e i s t s n c e are d e e l t v i t h i n one t r i a l * 

There are a l e o e number of i m p o r t a n t forma 

of r e e i e t a n c a v h i c h are e x c l u d e d f rom v h e t 

f o l l o w * theee r e l a t e t o e l a r g e amount of 

o r g a n l a a d mass r e s i s t a n c e , t a k i n g t h e fo rm 

of e t e y a v a y e , s t r i k s s , b o y c o t t a of buses 

and s c h o o l s , e t c . The mass i n v o l v e e e n t i n 

these forms of a c t i v i t y csnnot be e x p r e e a e d , 

even i n a d e q u a t e l y , i n t r i a l s , and t h e y ere 

e c c o r d i n g l y e x c l u d e d from the c a t e g o r l a s t ion 

p r e e e n t e d b e l o v * 

1 . P o l i t i c i s a t i o n and e d u c a t i v e a c t i v i t y ! 

To aome e x t e n t , much of t h i a a c t i v i t y 

proceeded t h e e v e n t e of June 1 9 7 6 , f o r 

example the work of o r g a n i a a t i o n s l i k e 8PC, 

SASU, end SASH. The SASU/BPC T e r r o r i s m Act 

t r i e l of 1975 - 76 r e f l e c t a one fo rm of t h i e 

a c t i v i t y , v h i l e the c a s t s of S u t t n e r » 

H o l i d a y , R a b k i n and C r o n i n , and J e n k i n s and 

Lee d e a l v i t h a n o t h e r a e p e c t . H e r e , 

i n t e l l e c t u a l a i n v o l v e d t h e m a e l v e e i n t h e 

p r o d u c t i o n and d i e t r l b u t i o n of ANC end SACP 

l i t e r s t u r e on e v i d e s c a l e . O f f e n c e s i n t h i s 

c s t e g o r y hsve u s u a l l y been charged as 

T e r r o r i s m , a l t h o u g h i n some ceses t h e 
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Suppraaaion of C o M u n U t / l n t a r n a l Sacur i ty 

Act hat baan uaad. 
2 . 'Spontoneouo* ( i o not o r o a n i a a t i o n a l l y 

l inked) roe iotancei 

Thio hoa i n v a r i a b l y emerged i n per iode of 

intanaa p o l i t i c a l c r l a i a . auch aa tha 

r e b e l l i o n of 197* * 7 7 , and tha currant 

parlod of raa ia tanca eeoociated with tha 

achoola boycott and othar a c t i v i t y , moot 

pronouncad i n tha Western Cape. Such 

raa ia tanca haa of tan focuaaad on a a l a c t i v a 

aymbola of oppraaalon, auch aa Bantu A f f a i r e 

A d a i n i a t r a t i o n Board o f f i c a a , toanahip 

baar and l iquor o u t l e t e , buaaa, Bantu 

Education achoola , a t e . Thara hava a lao baan 

at tacka on i n d l v l d u a l a percaived aa 'system 

men' t eg headmasters, UBC/communlty counci l 

membera, policemen and p a r t i c u l a r l y 

a i t p l o i t a t i v a t r a d e r s . A c t i v i t y f a l l i n g w i t h ! 

t h i a category haa occaaional ly baan chargad 

aa Sabotaga or a t taaptad murder, but aora 

commonly aa arson, publ ic v io lanca or 

a a l l c i o u a daaaga to p r o p a r t y . 

3* Recruitment for m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g , and 

a s s i s t i n g r a c r u i t a to laava tha country 

to r e c t i v t r a i n i n g ! 

l a a a d l a t a l y a f t a r Juna ' 7 6 , t r i a l a covaring 

thaaa foraa of a c t i v i t y incraaaad 

considerably aa aora and aora p o l i t i c i a a d 

acholara l a f t South A f r i c a and found t h a i r 

way i n t o tha t r a i n i n g caapa of tha ANC and 

tha PAC* A well-known exemplc of a t r i a l 

covar ing th ia f o r a of a c t i v i t y wee tha 

Batha l PAC t r i a l (S va Hothopang and 17 

o t h a r a ) , where 16 of tha accuaad vara found 

g u i l t y of of fancaa r a l a t i n g to PAC a c t i v i t y , 

and aantancad to parioda of imprisonment 

ranging f r o a 15 yaara to ana ahol ly auapande 

aantanca. 

A. Ralatad to tha abova ara caaaa dea l ing 

a i t h a t taapta to laava tha country with tha 

i n t e n t i o n of undarooinq m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g . 

A larga nuabar of t r i a l a of t h i a nature 

aara hald dur ing tha 1976 * 78 par lod* and 

thara ara a t i l l caaaa of paopla bain? 

apprehended by p o l i c a while laav ing the 

country to raca iva t r a i n i n g * 

5. fho undertaking of organlebt iqnoT aork 

a i t h i n South A f r i c a f o r u n l a a f u l 

organiaatiorta haa uaual ly baan chargad aa an 

offanca under tha Ta r ro r i aa A c t , and in B O M 

caaaa tha I n t a r n a l Sacur i ty A c t . A racant 

t r i a l Invo lv ing tha prov ia ion of e t r a t e g i c 

informat ion for tha ANC l a an axaapla of 

auch a c t i v i t y , naaaly tha caaa of Renfrew 

Chr ia t f re . aho vaa aantancad to 10 yaara 

imprisonment for undertaking rooeerch i n t o 

anargy m e t t e r a , and aupplylng tha ANC a i t h 

tha r a a u l t a or h ia r a a a a r c h . 

Tha a c t i v i t i e s of Houaberia and Hoeey, 

daecribad abova, a lao f a l l a i t h i n t h i a 

category of organiead r a a i a t a n c a . 

6* Aa thoaa vho l a f t tha cuuntry in tha vaka 

of Juna *76 underwent t r e i n i n g in tha caapa 

of tha ANC and tha PAC, ao an l n c r a a i i n g 

number of g u e r i l l a f i g h t a r a returned to 

South A f r i c a . A number or thaaa g u e r i l l a e 

ware ar raa tad before undertaking eny -

a c t i v i t y , end vare charged wi th undergoing 

a i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g "w i th tha i n t e n t i o n of 

endangering the aeintenanca of laa and order1*. 

Aa tha number of g u e r i l l e a re tu rn ing to 

South A f r i c a r o a a , eo another offence 

emerged in p o l i t i c a l t r i a l a - tha t of 

harbouring or g i v i n g eeeietanca to g u e r i l l a 

f i g h t e r e . In thaaa cases t femi ly membere vare 

eoaetlaea chargad a i t h a a e i e t i n g r e l a t i v e e 

•no hed undergone m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g , ea i n . | 

tha t r i a l of Kete Serokolo end 2 o t h a r a , and 

tha cur ran t caaa of Hzinyathft end Bent leyt 

i n t h i e m e t t e r , Bentley i a tha a tap fe ther 

of N z l n y a t h i , end l e chargad v l t h harbouring 

h i a . knowing tha t ha hed undergone m i l i t a r y 

t r a i n i n g * 

7 . Tha f i n a l category of ree ie tanca to be 

ex t rac ted from p o l i t i c a l t r i a l a l a the one 

f a a t becoming moat common in tha c o u r t a . 

I t r e f l e c t e the growing i n t e n s i t y of armed 

at ruggla i n South A f r i c a , and daala a i t h 

ac tua l g u a r i l l e end aabotege t c t i v i t l e e . 

Chargee r a l a t i n g to theee a c t i v i t l a a of ten 

include the poeeeeeion of arma, ammunition 

end exp los ives . 

S l i g h t l y e a r l i e r caaaa of t h i a cetegory 

include thoee of Solomon Hehlengu, executed 

for hie l i m i t e d r o l e in the Goch S t ree t 

shooting of June 1977; Hoaima Sexvolo, who 

vaa found g u i l t y o f , i n t e r a l i a , throwing a 

grenade i n t o the cab of e pol ice v e h i c l e 

in order to eacepe from cuetody, and vaa 

aentenced to 18 years ; and Na led i T e i k i , vho 

vaa found g u i l t y of aeboteging e r a i l w a y l i n e 

i n the Nothern I ranavaa l dur ing 1976 , and 

eentenced to 12 years i a p r i a o n a e n t , 

Hora recent caeae include the P l a t e r -

mer iUburg Treaaon T r i a l (S ve Sekata and 

o t h a r a ) , where evidence ves led of running 

b a t t l e s batveen ANC g u e r i l l e a and South 

A f r i c a n and BophutheTewenen f o r c e s , and the 

cur ren t t r i a l of L u b i a i and o t h e r s , where 

the accuaed face chergea of Treaaon, murder, 

and Tar ro r iaa r e l a t i n g to the e iege at a 

S i l v a r t o n Bank, and tha a t t e c k on a pol ice 

a t a t i o n at Soakaiekaar. 



I hese r a t h e r uba t r a c t c a t e g o r i e s of 

r e s i s t a n c e p u n i a i l y r e f l e c t c e r t a i n forr js 

or c o n f l i c t w i t h i n s o c i e t y . As ment luneJ 

e a r l i e r * a number of f a c t o r s make i t 

d i f f i c u l t t o ana lyse and mon i to r the 

n a t u r e and i n t e n s i t y of t h a t c o n f l i c t * 

r e s p i t e the I m i t a t i o n s o u t l i n e d above * 

t h e s t u d y of p o l i t i c a l t r i a l s e n a b l e s ua 

t o t or-n sune impress ions on r e s i s t a n c e t o 

the n a t u r e of South A f r i c a n s o c i e t y , as v e i l 

•a thtf dejr'em of s u p p o r t e n j o y e d by bsnned 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s a c t i v e amunqet t h e domina ted 

c l a u s e * . 

19761 S u e e t u s t u d e n t s demand r e l e a s e of 
d e t s i n e e e and en end t o Uantu E d u c a t i o n . 
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Onverwacht: 'ethnic1 
** • • 

division and oppression 
0uT5lu£ Thabe Nchu in the Orange Free s t a t e , 

on the sain highway to Bloemfontoin. thare 

i s a eign marked U i t z i c h t . po in t ing to the 

south-west . The pub l ic road l a wide, rough 

and heav i ly r u t t e d . Long before i t reachea 

U i t z i c h t * which i s a rail ra i lway s id ing 

near the Huefontoin ds«, i t pssses through a 

gap in a low r idqe of h i l l a crossing the 

western boundary of the Thsbs Nchu reserve . 

Beyond that nop* 12 k i lometers from Thsbs 

Nchu town t l i e s ono of the ls rgss t r s s a t t l e e e n t 

slums i n South A f r i c a * I t i s o f f i c i a l l y known 

ee Onverwachtp but the people who l i v e there 

e lao c a l l i t Botshsbslo, Place of Refuge* I t 

waa barren veld in flay 1979* Today I t i s s t i l l 

a vaat parade of shacks and ten ts and numbered 

t o i l e t stands* occupied by more then ons 

hundrsd thoussnd psople* Why? 

Ths story of Onverwacht ahous what has 

bean happening throughout ths r u r s l arsss of 

South A f r i c a in the l a t a 1970e* Black labourers 

and t h e i r f a m i l i e s s r e expe l led f r o * whi te 

f e m e * I l l e g a l * a q u a t t e r a l are haraesed by 

municipal po l ios i n ' w h i t e 1 South A f r i c e 

( t h e hated *b lack jacka v ) and by bantustan 

p o l i c e i n the black reeervoe* The S u r p l u s 

appendagee* of ths s p s r t h a i d a t a t e * the 

e i e k * ths unemployed* the aged* the wives 

end c h i l d r e n of migrant workers - ere 

equeezed onto remote end l s o l s t e d dumping 

grounde* Reenwhile p o l i t i c a l r e a p o n a i b l l i t y 

f o r the stagnant duatblna of whi te prosper i ty 

i a d isplaced frosi PU Botha to ths bantuatan 

l e a d s r s | s continuous rumble of d lscontsnt I n 

the black townships I s choked by 'sneeze 

machines* snd the r e s t of the South A f r l c e n 

e t e t e ' e technlquee of repress ion) snd the 

i n t e r n a t i o n o l medio apsculats over h in ts of 

s i g n l f l c s n t re form. 

Because of i t s h i s t o r i c e l sssoc le t ion 

wi th the Seleka flolong* a branch of the Tawana 

people* Thabe ftchu i s sn ancleva of 

bophuthsTewana and become ' independent 1 ay 

part of t h a t bantustsn i n December 1977* But 

the a f r i c a n popula t ion of the Otenge Tree 

j t o t i aa a wholo i s predomlnsntly Southern 

Sotho* Their o f f i c i a l 'homeland* i e Uwsqwa. 

otherwlee the m s g l s t e r i e l d i s t r i c t of 

J i t z l e e h o s k . I n ths north—esstsrn corner of 

the Free S ta te on the border of N a t a l * UwMwa 

i a s t i n y * mountainous snd barrsn sree of 

4B 000 hecteree* I t e de facto ( a c t u a l ) 

populet lon in 1970 was 24 000* rspresent lng 

less than ?,<• of the 1*36 m i l l i o n people 

I d e n t i f i e d ea membara of the 'South Sotho 

n a t i o n a l u n i t ' end* accord ing ly , as 

c i t i z e n s of Ovaqws by law (de Jure}* Nearly 

90$ of t h l e popu la t ion ware res ident i n 

•whi te* South A f r i o a i and 8,4» were in e ther 

bentustsne then Qwaqwa* mainly the Trsnekei 

and BophuthaTawana* The estimated de jure 

populet lon of Uwaqwa In mid-1978 waa 1.79 

m i l l i o n * But f a r more important than the 

abeolute incraaae in numbere l a the chengea 


