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communities and/transport and/transport 
Johannesburgr The bus f a r e s on A l l w h i t e , 

coloured tnd Ind ian busts rost by i01 from 

September 1 . These buses are run by the C i ty 

Counci l* A s i m i l a r increase i s expected f o r 

s f r i c e n buses by October 1 * s ts ted the 

repor t * 

The deportment's general manager s ta ted 

t h a t these were the f i r s t increases in two 

years , and thet the serv ice would s t i l l run* 

at e H 1 0 f 5 - « i l l i o n loss - a loss that i s 

made up by ra tepayers* 

no pay* That only happened once* 

People get s ick* Sons people get b o i l e 

a l l ouat them* The mines a r e dangeroue* Many 

people d ie from accidente* The roof can f e l l * 

Host d ie from explosions i n the wa l l a when 

smoke comes out end k i l l s them* There ere 

I n j u r i e s from the d r i l l s , from f l y i n g stones 

or they cu t o f f f i n g e r s * toee or whole arms* 

The mines pay when e miner muet be 

bur ied* But they.do not wai t f o r the fami ly 

for the b u r i a l * I f the fami ly demands the 

body they cennot get i t * 

There l e e l o t of emoke from enginee 

and d i e a e l d r i l l s * One v e n t i l e t i o n p ipe 

puoheo clean a i r i n end the other tskee 

d i r t y e l r out * Out the pipes are f a r from the 

fece* I know two men who had p t h i a i e * One 

wee e ahovel ler and the other e d r i l l e r * ye 

had x-ftay every e i x montha* Then they were 

t o l d t h e t they had p t h i a i e * They were taken 

away* I do not know what happened* They 

went to h o e p l t e l f i r e t * . 

The compounda where we l i v e houss twenty* 

f o r t y e i g h t or t h i r t y two men* There l e e 

stove end there ere cement double bunks, do 

e leep on mete on the cement* natreaees are 

not a l lowed* only p l l l o w a * You muet br ing 

your own b lanket * There i s no cupboard 

j u s t e rack to put a l l your thinge on* L ike 

I n e t r e i n * They only waeh and eueep tha 

compound once e month* There are i o t a of 

f l e a s and bed bugs* There ere water f l u s h 

t o i l e t s . 

That l a what my time on the minea wee 

l i k e * I worked there for nine yeare and 

things never chenged* I f i n i s h e d in 1976* 

You are a men when you come beck from the 

mines* I am not working now* I am looking 

for work# 

This sect ion i s included under our generel 

f e a t u r e on Labour Act ion es we be l i eve thet 

the issue of mess t ranspor t i s b a s i c a l l y 

an issue that a f f e c t s the working claes moat 

d i r e c t l y and d r e m e t i c o l l y . Thie meane t h e t 

the working people of South A f r i c a and t h e i r 

o rgan isa t ions , or sympathetic organ isa t ions* 

should attempt to prevent c o n f l i c t over 

t ranspor t inadequacies or costs being used 

by other classes and groups f o r t h e i r own 

personal i n t e r e s t s * 

fiany examples could be found where 

i n d i v i d u e l a or orgeniaat ions have used 

community anger to edvanco themselvee 

p o l i t i c a l l y or f i n a n c i a l l y * This hee to 

be guarded aga inst . Sea the uJlP e d i t o r l s l s 

in numbers 12 end 13, end the a r t i c l e s on 

rsntSf t ranspor t and education in t h i s 

and e e r l i o r issuee* 

Previously* in UIP 10* we hed provided 

in formet ion on the 1979 bus boycotts in Nata l * 

I n ulP 13 we p r i n t e d two cont r ibu t ions on 

bus boycotts i whi le the diecuesion on evente 

in the (iestsrn Cape elso took up t h i s iaaue . 

Below we supply some l i m i t e d In format ion 

on several attempts to increase fe rea and 

ree le tance shown to t h i s and the inadequate 

services provided by many companies* 

I t i s intended to enalyse the Putco 

a p p l i c a t i o n f o r increases in fa res in the 

Johannesburg a rse , end subsequent events , 

i n e f u t u r e e d i t i o n of UIIP* A r t i c l e s on t h i s 

issue and In format ion thot wo could use, 

should please be sent to the e d i t o r s . 

Gezenkului Powers concerning roed t ranspor t 

w i t h i n Tiazankulu were t rans fe r red from the 

c e n t r a l to the loca l government on July 1 * 

From t h e t date roed c a r r i e r e in Gezenkulu 

los t s l l r i g h t s to appeal to the Nat iona l 

Traneport Commiaaion. A l l complainte end 

onQuir iee were to go to the Gezenkulu Roed 

Traneportet ion Board. 

This appeare to be the case in moet of 

the bantuetene* end eervee to p a r t i a l l y 

d e f l e c t another c o n f l i c t point onto the 

reg iohe l a u t h o r l t l e a * 

Lukoto 5us Service tvo_nd.a_.lt 28 students 

e t e r t e d boycott ing the Lukoto Bus Service 

on A p r i l 28 and were s t i l l h ik ing to and from 

school on May 13 (Pos t , 13.05.BO) in pro tes t 

agolnst raised bus fe res and poor t imetoblee* 

The buses charge 05.00 per month f o r e 

10 km route* A r i v a l company charged the 

same f o r s i x months on the ssms route . 

A p e t i t i o n hae been honded to the 

Vends Transportat ion Board Tor cons idera t ion . 

http://tvo_nd.a_.lt


A t t s r i d q e v i l l a frnd S e v l s v l l l a Taxi Owner** 

Aaaoclatlons ASTOA increased i t s f a r a s by 

10c on i K h f e r e f r o a hay 0 , Tha r i v a l 

o r g a n i s a t i o n , ths S a u l e v i l l a and A t t a r i d g a v i l l a 

Taxi Club ( a coasiutara o r g a n i e a t i o n t ) ca i ia t i 

on raa ldanta not to pay tha incraaaa . 

Tha prae ldant of ASTOA c l a l a a d t o krvoy 

nothing of tha i n c r a a a a . S t l c k a r a announcing 

tha r i a a c a r r i e d tha s ignature of tha 
• 

• • e r a t w y of.ftSTOA. 

Lanaalai Tvo buaaa f r o * Lanesis to tha 

Johannesburg c i t y broke down on September 1 7 . 

I r a t a eo* *u tars phoned tha S ta r newspaper 

aaylng that t h i a waa a coaaon occurrence* 

tforkare axpaotad at work by 07hM only 

a r r ived t h a t aornlng at 0 8 h W . Thay coaplein 

t h a t t h a i r boeees don't be l ieve thea about 

tha buaaa* and dock t h a i r pay . 

Thara were t h r a a t a t o burn tha buaaa 

out of angar and p r o t e a t . A c o l l waa aede 

Far • t r a i n aarv loa t o a a a i a t coaautara and 

to break tha hold of tha aonopo l le t l c but 

aarv loa* 

Phoenixi Phoanlx raa ldanta o a l l a d f o r » t j o r 

laprovaeanta to t h a i r bua aarv ica ( D a l l y Nana. 

2 2 , 0 7 . 8 0 ) . Thay mainta in t h a t thara ara not 

anough buaaa a v a l l a b l a a t paak hours, 

Jeopardleing tha Joba of worker* who 

c o n t i n u a l l y a r r i v a l a t a . 

• y 22 .06 .00 tha Phoanlx Jerking Coaai t toa 

had atappad i n to daviaa pro taa t aot lon t o 

laprove tha t ranapor t f a c l l l t l a a i n Phoonix. 

Thay l l a i a a d w i t h tha Phoanix Sua Ownara 

Coaai t taa f o r changaa. 

; fo l low-up aeat inge hava baan planned. 

Hate}* I n Novoabar and Oacaabar* 197g* aoaa 

of tha bua boycotta i n N a t a l wara a t l l l going 

i 

on t a a a p c i a l l y those on tha South Coaat. 

Act ion waa* howaver* a t l l l being takan 

aooinat ' p i r a t a t a x i a * ( a t a r a t h a t probably 

lnc ludaa ayapathiaara g iv ing n r t o to 

boyco t te re ) * ond in Do c a r t e r tha boycott was 

'aa id to ba t a i l i n g o r r . Tha buaaa of tha 

KwaZulu Tranaport Conpany'e Trana-Ua i laku lu 

Tranaport a a r v i c a wara a a i d to ba 7 5 / 

u t i l i s e d . 

I n ea r ly won I t waa a a i d t h a t n £ 

of workara I n tha Por t Shopotona area wara 

using buaaa* and t h a t tha r a a t had bouqht 

b lcyc laa o r wara t a k i n g t a x l a (aaa Trafta-

v a l a r * 1 3 . 0 2 . 6 0 ) . 

Tha KwaZulu Tranaport Company l a owned 

J o i n t l y by tha KwaZulu Davalopaant Corpora t ion 

( t h a K0C) and tha Corporat ion f o r Cconoalc 

Oavalopaant (CC0) . Tha ton d l r a o t o r a (o f 

whoa f l v a ara a f r l c o n a ) ara appolntod by tha 

CEO* KOC and tha Kwa2ulu L a g i a l a t l v a Aaaeably 

<KLA). 

At the and of January* 1960* a i x Mft 

wara found g u i l t y on counte undar tha 

Rlotoua Aeeeabllee A c t . Tha chargaa had 

r a l a t a d t o a t taap ta to anforca tha bua 

boycott i n t h a flarltsburg o r a a . Thay wara 

a l l aantencad t o R60 or 60 daya on tha f l r a t 

count* f l v a wara eentenoad to RIOO or 90 daya 

on a aaoond count ( thaaa r a l a t a to gather ing 

un lawfu l ly and f a l l u r a to d l a p a r a a ) . Ona of 

tha aoouaad waa aantancad to RS0 or 60 daye 

f o r i n t i m i d a t i o n of coaautara . 

I n June tha Etakhani Bua Tranaport 

Coapany ( a l a o owned by tha KTC) waa i n tha 

nawa whan two sen wara a r r a a t a d in connection 

w i t h tha aa la of foka bua t l c k a t a i n 

Ladyaa l th . 

y j i p b y l t Workara a t a r t a d tha long (29 ka 

r e t u r n ) walk batwaen t h i s township and tha 

I n d u s t r i a l araa and hoaae and gardana of 

'Co tcour t on Honclay* Duly 2 0 . Thay ware 

boycott ing tha Kenyan! Que Coapany bacaueo of 

a 2 0 / f a r * incraaaa that caaa i n t o a f f a c t on 

t h a t day ( f r o a 20c to Mfc f o r a a l n g l a f a r a ) . 

Coapany d l r a c t o r * Pis: Cabakuluv * a i d t h e t 

tha boycott waa "unnacaaeary1 aa tha f a r a 

\ incraaaa only a p p l i a d to oaauel t i c k e t s * whi le 

s t u o n t l c k a t a raaalnad at tha aaa* p r l c a * 

thanks t o a aubeldy ha raca lvad f roa tha s t a t e . 

Tha a t a t a atappad i n w i t h tha uaaal 

t a o t l o a - cara and ' p i r a t e t o x l a 1 wara atoppad 

on tha road batwaan ufa»b«si and Catcourt* and 
: aaployora t r a n s p o r t i n g workers wara turned 

back by u f f l c l a l a a a i d tt» be f r o * tha Nata l 

T ranepor ta t lon Ooard. Riot squad p o l i c e 

wera brought i n f r o a Ladysa l th . F iva woman 

wavo a r r a a t a d on tha f i r s t day. 

On Thursday, July 3 1 f Cabakulu l a f t f o r 

Ulundl t o dlacuaa tha boycott w i t h i n t e r i o r 

M i n i s t e r ; k l l e l a s a . Cabakulu pavaalad* 

parhapa w i t h eoae b l t t a r n e a a aa h ia wis tha 

only coapany i n tha d l e t r l c t lnvo lvad i n tha 

boycott* t h a t paaphlata had baan d i a t r l b u t a d 

tha pravloua waak c a l l i n g f o r a boycott* and 

anothar paaphlat had pralaad tha boycottara 

f o r t h a i r u n i f l a d a tand . 

A l l buaaa belonging to Kanyanl* axcapt 

f o r ona running eapty* had baan withdrawn* 

On Sunday, Auguat 3, a aea t ing at tended 

by aora than 1 500 raa ldanta waa he ld i n 

Waabaxl. Tha sea t ing raaolvad t o continue 

tha boycot t * dacided to aend a de legat ion to 

U lund l * and t o oak ffdlaloaa to ask tha 

Road Tranepor ta t lon Board (RTB) to atop 

hareealng p r l v a t a care t ranspor t ing boycot tara* 

KwaZulu f t l n l e t a r e wtra ab la t o ba t a t h a r 

efflug about t h i a iaaua aa t h a Kanyanl Sua 



^ — , 

Conpany probably doss not belong to tha K T C , 

and vara abla to any t h a t tha boycott woo o 

l o c a l i i i u i and cuo not concern tha KLA, 

Tha Cetcourt Chamber of Coaaarce c a l l a d 

a M a t i n g of *4«*bezi counci l r a o r a s a n t s t l v a a , 

RTfa, po l ios * Ouatics tfapartaant, c o u u t i n and 

buainaaa - N a r y l i t t l a uaa achiawad*. Mayor 

of Ce tcour t , Hogtr Rsassyar ( a l a o Cetcourt 

Chaabar of Coaaetce vice cha l rpa reon ) , aald 

t h a t thay had ' l t a r n a d a l o t 1 » f b u t a l l ws 

oan do l a aak out aaabsrs to e x p l a i n i n d a t a l l 

to t h a i r a t a f f tha i n e v i t a b i l i t y of pr ice 

r l a a a * ( I ) ( n a t a l u l t n a a s , 0 7 . 0 0 . 9 0 ) . 

Tha l a t a a t haw* Jt£P. hat a v a i l a b l a 

r a l a t a a to a M a t i n g ha ld in waabai l (on tha 

waakand of Auguet 2 3 - A ) I onca aora attandad 

by aora than 1 500 paopla . Tha aaa t ing a a i d 

t h a t tha boycott would continue u n t i l a new 

but company was operat ing i n tha a raa . 

Angar was ekprseead a t a RT3 dac la lon 

not to grant f u r t h a r t ranapor t p a r a i t e i n 

tha araa whi le Kenysni But Coapany s t i l l 

ha ld a l i c a n c a . n Csbskulu *wsa no longar 

wanted by tha c o t u u n i t y , avan i f ha raducad 

f a r a a , bacauss ha had f e i l a d to meet raa idanta 

t-> diacuaa tha issue* ( K a t e l flsrcury, 

2 6 . 0 8 . 6 0 ) . KLA asmbere at tandad tha 

a a e t i n g . 

During tha saete weekend ona of tha 

Kenyan! buaaa caught f i r a a t a boa rank. 

t a f l v s a l t h - t i a k h a n l i f a r a a v t r i raportad t o 

ba incraaaing t*om Duly 20 , on tha i a i routaa 

aa thoaa on which .tha 1979 boycott* a t o r t a d . 

Tha incraaeoe v a r a aaid to ba auch lower 

thonoh (up f roa R2»10 t o R2 f25 f o r a fivewdey 

r a t u r n t i c k e t , aa coapared to tha attempted 

l h c r a M a i n 1979 f roa 1*2,10 t o 

R 2 , 6 0 ) * 

Tha lover Incrsaea waa poaaibla bacauaa 

Pag* f r o * C i ty Traaways propaganda M a t e r i a l , 
r e f e r r e d to in nsxt co l imn . 

of a W u b s t a n t i e l 1 aubaldy f roa tha Daperta»nt 

of Transport to tha KTC-ovnad Ciakhenl 

Tranaport Company. 

• Aa in tha waabai l caaa casual t i c k a t a ara 

not subsidised and would* thoraforo» r i aa 

f r o * 45c to 55c (s inQla t i c k e t f r o a Czekhani 

to U d y e - l t h ) . 

Tha Ladyaaith Chamber of CoNdrca a a i d 

t h a t aubaldiaa could only ba s h o r t - t a r s 

s o l u t i o n s . 

Negot iat ions f o r f a r a i n c r a e e a a * i h tha 

Newcastle and Vryhaid d i a t r l o t a in Hortharn 

Hat%i vara alao a a i d to ba i n prograaa at tha 

t i«% of tha rapor t ( N a t a l tfitnaea* 1 8 * 0 7 . 8 0 ) ¥ 
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Caoa To%jni I n £ J £ 13 ( J u l y ) t h i a Hua boycott 

waa disousead* NOW, i n Soptsabar* tha boycott 

i a a t l l l i n operat ion* 

Tha o u m r i i C i ty Traaways, had apant a 

raportad R25 000 by a i d - J u l y i n propaganda* 

At t h i a t i a a i t was raportad t h a t tha boycott 

waa a t l l l 100£ a f f a c t i v a f roei Crooaroada, 

Gugulatu and Langs* whi le about 50$ of paopla 

f r o a othar araaa vara a t l l l boycott ing (Sunday 

T i a e e , ' l 3 . 0 7 . 6 0 ) . 

Po l lca baton chargad workars who had 

baan boarding ' p i r a t e t a x i s * - t h i a happanad 

l a t a i n J u l y . Strong ac t ion was baing tskan 

to forca ' p i r a t e t a x i s ' Off tha rood in an 

attasipt to braak tha boyco t t , ftsports apoka 

of a r r a a t a of d r i v a r a of v s h i c l s s * daaaga to 

t h a i r vah lc laa and avan conf loca t ion of 

. c a r s and l o r r i a a * but also of continued 

s o l i d a r i t y and dsf ianca by tha coaaun i t iss 

i n v o l v e d . 

Tha s t a t a was aoetewhat aabarassad a#?en 

neva laakad out of tha 'anonymous' pamphlet-

asr ing ac t ion by a sacra t c o n a U t a a as tab l ishad 

by tha cabinat to braak tha boycot t . Capa 

Tiaee e d i t o r , Tony Hoard* was v i s i t e d by tha 

sacur i ty p o l i c a in connection y i t h tha 

intandad p u b l i c a t i o n of a inu tas of t h i a 

cooMl t taa . I 

Tha c o a a i t t a a conaiatad of raprassnta t ivas 

of tha Oapartaanta of Co-operat ion and 

Development, Ind ian A f f a i r s and Colourad 

A f f a l r a t tha aacur i ty p o l i c e * and tha a r « y . 

I t ieeuad paaphlete anonymously, eueh ae tha 

ona purport ing to ba f roa t a x i owners and 

c a l l i n g f o r an and to tha boycott* 

Foreign A f f a i r * K i n i s t a r , p lk Both* , 

laauad a atataeiant aaying In p a r t t 

Tha coaa l t tee i n question was aa tab l lshad 
by tha Cabinat and tha Cabinat 
i n a t r u c t a d i t to p lan and i a p l a a a n t 
aot lons dasignad to coabat the unraat 
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pmqm %t -

and v io lence which wee bu i ld ing up f 
i n t e r i l i a * aa a resu l t of the achooia 
boycott e a r l i e r t h i a y « « r . . . 

Tha coen i t t ee i n l t i a t a d var ioua paacafu l 
ac t ions t h a t cont r ibu ted to th« 
prevention of v io lence end tha 
avoidance of loao of U f a . Tha committee 
alao d i o t r i b u t a d f a c t u a l in format ion t o 
r e f u t e tha l i a a and deception spread on 
a larf ta acala by subversive e lements. 

I n moms caaaa anonymous pamphlets vara 
prspared and disseminated by tha 
committee because tha committee conaidarad 
t h i a t o ba t h a moot e f f e c t i v e way t o 
countar unraet and subversive plana and 
of helping to mainta in order* Tha 
pemphlete r a f l a c t a d tha opinions and 
a t t i t u d a a of a conaidarabla proport ion 
of tha genera l p u b l i c . 

Tha Government wiehes to a t a t a 
ca tegor ica l l y that i t w i l l not h a a i t a t a 
to Maintain l a y and o r d t r w i t h a l l tha 
powBr at l t a disposal (Sunday Tr ibune, 
0 3 . 0 6 . 6 0 ) . 

Botha l a t a r a s i d t h a t ha would vdo i t aga in f 

i f necessary** 

On August 11 v io lanca broke out again 

a f t a r po l ica had onca mora actad againat 

* p i r a t a * t a x i s ' and t h e i r passengers. Paopla 

d l i d i n tha vented anger of tha communities. 

3ohan Bernard, managing d i r a c t o r or 

C i ty Tramways, admitted a faw daya l a t a r t h a t 

Traajways inspactors wars repor t ing ' p i r a t e 

t a x i s * to tha a u t h o r i t i e s , A community 

laadar s a i d i 

This ac t ion bf tha p o l i c e and tha Road 
Transportat ion Hoard o f f i c i a l s has sir-ply 
made paopla angr ier and more u n l t s d 
bacausa thay can aaa t h a t tha Government 
i a halping C i ty Treawaye, Inatoad of 
asking tha company look i n t o i t e farmev 
thay came i n w i t h aub-eachine gune and 
don* and t r i a d t o fo rea tha psopla t o 
board tha buees. 

I t haa been an education for eom of tha 
paopla to saa how tha Government work* 
together wi th buaifle-te. Thsy aust Just 
r e a l i s e t h a t tha paupl t ara not going to 
go back to buass u n t i l tha fa ras go 
down (RDR, 1 3 . 0 0 . 6 0 ) , 

rtankwano (Lebowe)t Bishop Oarnebee Lakganyana 

of tha Z i o n i s t C h r i s t i a n Church owna a f l a a t 

of buaaa operat ing in Latoowe* Complaints 

about tha serv ice provldad wara discusssd 

at a n e t t i n g ha ld a t Turf loop in February 

t h i s year. 

I t waa dacidsd not t o boycott tha 

Bakwaduba busas but t o a l a c t a a tsar ing 

committee to discuss tha mat ter w i t h the bus 

company management* 

BstyejleoJ (bordar i n d u s t r i a l a r a a ) t Workers 

i n t h i s notor ious low-wage araa (aaa tflP a ) 

wara h i t i n March t h i s yoar whan tha Botihebe 

Tswana Transport (BTT) coapany announcad f e r e 

incraaaas . Tha BTT i a a oubaidiory of 

BophuthaTawana Tranaport Holdinga ( P t y ) L t d . 

Tha BTT said t h a t i t wss nacassary to 

incraasa f a r a a from end-Harch as running 

expenses wara continuously i n c r e a s i n g . 

Tha incrsssas would a f f a c t workars l i v i n g 

or working i n such p lacaa as Kajanang. 

Haaajanakraal. Twaafontaln and .Ooechpleee, 

On Sunday, llerch 2 3 , o meeting waa hald 

at Terobe, Haaaonskraal . to pro tes t tha 

inoraasaa . The nest ing was c o l l e d by tha 

Rora ta le Regional Author i ty (NJMt) cona is t ing 

a a i n l y of Morete le t r i b a l c h i e f a . An e a r l i e r 

• e a t i n g between the RRA and tha 6TT 

management had ended i n deadlock. 

The outcome of the meeting I s not c l e a r , 

but QophuthaTewana secur i ty po l ice dete lned a 

Poat repor te r f o r a day in connection w i t h 

tha meet ing. The r e p o r t e r . Haloes Batsene la , 

teas accueed-by the secur i ty p o l i c e of helping 

to organiss tha meet ing. 

Bloemfonteint fa res increased from 15c to 

20c from Hengaung township to 01oamfont«in 

on August 1 8 . Twenty-nine municipal busas 

ware eubeequently atoned by p ro tes t ing 

crowds of cooMutere. 

P r e t o r i a Area* In February t h l e yeer i t waa 

announced t h a t Putco had appl ied f o r bus f a r e 

incraaaea i n tha P r e t o r i a e r a s , once again 

a t t r i b u t e d to r i a l n g costs of f u e l , sparaa and 

v e h i c l e s . 

Pro toet aoet inge were c e l l e d * complioeted 

by one Joseph Gomba of the Black Unity Express 

Sua Service (3UEQS) who i n v i t e d Coeaa to hie 

f i r e t masting (Pos t , 2 1 . 0 3 . 6 0 ) . Combe said 

t h a t he had 600 buses i d l i n g i n readiness* 

f o r tha day when the non—block f l r n Putco 

dr iven out of tha townships. This c la im was 

denied by Putco who said that t h e i r previoua 

contact w i t h Gomba pointed to ' h i e • *» 

i n a b i l i t y to operate even e a i n g l a bua w i t h i n 

10 k i lometres of h is house, never mind the 

600 busses t h e t he a l leges ere " r i d i n g i n 

reedlneesn > (Poet f 0 2 . 0 * * 8 0 ) . 

I n August Joseph Combs ssid t h e t he 

h id been c e l l e d to Coapol ( s e c u r i t y p o l i c e 

o f f i c e e i n P r e t o r i a ) to t a l k ebout h i e 

c r i t i c i s m of the community c o u n c i l 1 * f e i l u r a 

to t a l k to Putco about f a r e increaeee . He 

eaid that h ie i n t e r r o g a t o r wee ' f r i e n d l y and 

sympathetic towarda h is oppeal as a t ranspor t 

man* (Post , 2 8 . 0 8 , 8 0 ; S t a r , 2 8 . 0 8 , 8 0 ) , 

Tha A t t e r l d g e v i l l e and Remelodi community 

counci le werned of the consequences of e f e r a 

increase and e a i d t h a t i t was cuusing 

b i t t e r n e s s * 

The complaint from ftonba wee, houever, 

t h a t whi le the community counci le might 

expreaa oppoel t lon they d i d very l i t t l e ' i n 

tha way of p r a c t i c a l measures to prevsnt 

the f a r e h ikes from tak ing p l a c e . 

I n August i t was onnouncoC that fa raa 

on Putna buees in P r e t o r i a ' s tounehips. 
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end c o r t e l n pa r te or UophuthsTswsne iind i.Hiown 

would increase. Tho increases of Tf\ on 

t tao' in t i c k e t s ond IT,) on cash fnroo tin 

ovorofjO| hod born ouptovad by tho » u t i n n e l 

nontj Transportat ion Uourd and tho Coords In 

Bophuthofowftno ond Lnbows to coar i n t o e f f e c t 

at the and of iep lnuher* 

A • ot-tin j of tho Vulnuchlo c i v i c Potty of 

Qornard . ' H a a (a ^ceelodi c o u n c i l l o r ) 

at tended by-3QK people in Momelodl* 

threatened Putco wi th a bus boycott* 

Mutco i n i t i a l l y ao id thot they would no 

ahead w i t h thn Increases i e a p i t e hoycntt 

t h r e a t s * but i t woa. rcportod (Pnftt* lU»4'.V?n) 

t h a t thaao would not come i n t o n f f e c t -it the 

and of the mo . th (Sentonfror) 10 plonnctl . 

Javoytgni ThB Cast Rnnd Administ ra t ion ilourd 

(EilAU) and tho Oevsyton community counci l run 

the uevoyton Sua Serv ice . At the concunity 

c o u n c i l ' s monthly oeoting In Dune i t was 

d^cidad to ine r toao f e r e s * except Tor scholars . 

Thia fo l lowed a previous dec is ion , i n iicy» to 

incrcosa f o r e s , a dec is ion t h a t was l l f t a d 

a f t a r denials by both ths community counci l 

sod CrifO t h a t thay vara rsaponoibla f o r ths 

increase* 

Thaas den ia ls and ths auspsnsion of ths 

incrcesos fo l lowed strong conounity p r o t e s t . 

Af tsr ths ->uns aostlnr; thsrs seemed to 

hevs ftetn eons f u r t h s r confusion* t h i s t i n e 

r c l . - t r r to the s i z e of tha loss su f fe red by 

t-'e K& (one report s s i d R1£E c?0 and fmayor1 

L c c r l a l ;*.phoei a s i d t h a t the loss wae H l - m ) . 

The increese was also said t a be nocssssry 

to roise wtgss and improve ths serv ice* rtot 

that ~uch seems to hsvs be: n hsppsning in 

- L~ ro^srd ss ^sveyton rsa idsnts stoned s 

pro tes t st ths bus s t a t i o n I n Doveyton on 

the n x t r n i over-crowding on buasa - t h i s in 

A u g u s t . 

j i iduzot Tho Nige l town c o u n c i l owns the 

bus aorviea t h a t operates i n t h i s township. 

Toward* tho end of July the counci l dec ided ' 

t o incrooso f o r e s * However* the Uuduzo 

comeiuiiity counci l hsd not bssn consul tsd , 

ond opposed thr? Lnetsates* This l e d to e 

suspension of the increoee f o r ons month, 

during which time the Ouduia cwsmunity 

counci l avid t h s t I t would a s c e r t a i n tho 

f c e l i n q s of res idents on tho loouo. 

A ece t lnn WAS planned f o r Sundey* 

August 24s and res idents r o j s c t e d tho propossd 

increase* nnd oe ld t h e t they would not pay i t 

u n t i l they had onen the ' i • joJ town1 c o u n c i l ' s 

f i n a n c i a l statement on t h e hut cotpeny* 

The -Jinel town counci l then took e 

d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n i n * t h e fees of tho 

community r e j e c t i o n of t h o i r pinna. They 

s a i d that they could not accept the rsa idsnts 1 

moating dec is ion ne ths T i n s l word, but would 

hsvs to consult , uorks ebomittoee (snd l l e i e o n 

committees) at various f i r e s and indt io t r iee , 

i n end cround the town before meklng o f i n a l 

doclalon* (R0I1, 2 9 . 0 0 . 0 0 ) * 

Tebana n o l o l * of the Ouduza coeeiunlty 

c o u n c i l * aeld w i t h B O M i n a l g h t t h e t as 

works coeMsittees were menegement stooges, the 

• f e e t t h s t ths town counc i l hss t o confer 

w i t h thesa committsee eeana t h a t they 

went to introduce tho new f a r e a regard leoe . 

Thoy are ee re ly looking f o r oxcuoea' . 

At the end of t h i s month (September) the 

• : ige l town counci l i e to report on the 

increase . However* Demos Hkoei snd Dohhny 

Hokote of the community counci l heve so ld t h e t 

•workers w i l l welk* r e t h a r than pay e o r e . 

I t eppeere t h a t not e l l community 

counci ls are to be condemned o u t r i g h t . I t 

probably dopenda on t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p to tho 

s p s c i f l c issues on which doclsions ere to be 
1 token or leedershlp g i v e n . I n t h i s cese of 

the Ouduze bus f a r e s the decisions r e l e t s to 

o body outside the cowsnunlty counci l sphere 

Of involvement. Ilowovitr, f o r the dominant 

t rend eoe tho a r t i c l o e on community cuunoi le 

ond rento I n t h l e ioooo of U I P . 

Seahaoot In Rnrch* 19fln f 311 Drooka of the 

Lebowe Transport Company (running 24S buses) 

ennouncsd t h s t the cocipeny ( t T C ) had eppl iod 

f o r en increeae i n f a r e s * Increanod oporotinQ 
• 

costs wsre edvoncsd ee reasons for the 

t a p p l i o a t i o n . LTC aeld t h a t the Orpartaente 

of Troneport and Ca-oporntfon tmrl i jovelopesnt 

were subs id is ing worksrs* f o r s e * ao thot i n 

suns ereaa they paid only 112*00 out of e t o t a l 

weekly f a r e of R11*00* 

I n July tha increeeee wero granted* to -

go i n t o e f f e c t i n August. Thle waa s a i d t o 

oovsr a l l routes In the P ie tereburg* 

Po tg ie ts re rue and Tzane:m d i s t r i c t s * as w e l l 

ee the four buses' operstsd by the Cazankulu 

Transport Company ( e subsidiary of the LTC)* 

J m e d i o t e opposi t ion wee expreoead by 

Chief J nothapo (opposi t ion Lebove Paople*e 

P a r t y ) * Hoelsy Lskots (Ssshego y e l f e r e 

Organ isa t ion ) , snd the Ssshego V i l l a g e 

Cosualttse (SVC) . 

At e meeting erraogad by the SVC end 

by the Azenien People's Orgenieet ion (Asepo) 

on the weekend of Ouly 19*20* workere 

threatened to boycott buese* Leedere Repheeu 

of Azapo ond Rev F i a l e t j i of tho SVC denounced 

the L T C a black d l r e c t o r e * Lebowe ceb lnet 

e i n i a t e r a f and tha Lebowe Transpor ta t ion 

Board (LTB) . The LTC wee ssid t o belong to 

e 'government s u b s i d i a r y 1 . The Lebowe 

Treneport Company i s p s r t of the vest CEO 



(Corporat ion f o r tcononlc Dsvelonoont} 

netujork, thr tugh the Lehowa Development 

Corporat ion . 4 Representat ives of the 

var ious bsntustono o i t on tha boorda of 

d i r e c t T O of t h e i r s p e c i f i c Development 

Corporat ion. 
I 

I t use decided thot conrutoro wouli! 

walk tha 12 km botweon Scsh#*o.o end 

Pletoreborg *wben tha increase c i e e i h t o 

a f f e c t * X faw dcyo l e t e r the LTC announced 

t h a t the increase had boon noatponod beyond 

the and of Ju ly . 

The postponement wee b r i e f * Lees than 

e oonth l o t o i .lrooko of the LTC said thnt fores 

would inoreoee f w e August 23* Tlia 5WC reectod 

quick ly by r c e f f i r t t i n n tho pravlour *on th*s 

boycott dec is ion* end c e l l e d on people t o uso 

the ^lack-downed coapeny* - the het*b« j.iyc 

;up £cvvlee which rune between Seehetjo and 

Pletare ' iurr i t nut l a not ellowart i n t o tha 

Soshtuo township* 

UT Ulngete of LTC o e l l e d on the ' n o t u r l t y * 

of tho people of Lobowa to ignore the boycott* 

Tho boycott not under way on t h l e route 

on Hondayt Auguct ?% but epparont ly not 

on other routes i n t o P le toreburg* Heny 

workare a r r i v e d l o t s * Leb»M« po l l en c l tohed 

w i t h pup i ls who hart s t o n e ! buses i n 5eohono» 

ohote ware f i r e d and n t l a e e t B pup l le 

er reoted* Pupi ls were boycott ing cLeeaee In 

oyispathy wi th the ec t lon token by t h « l r 

worker noronte* 

T r a f f i c p o l l e r , tek lnq whet n.net br 

•step one* I n the 'boycot t~breokcrs ' handbook*» 

ordered people out of unro* Is torod core 

(c f i l l ed f p i r a t e t o x l e * in other e i t u a t i o n o ) 

on Mia o u t e k l r t e of Soehono on the f i r a t day 

-.*[• the boycott* Out even the LTC s d m i t t t d 

that about 60;: of tho 4 nno coaswtoro were 

• ^ r t i c l n t f t i n g i n the boycott , whi le B r i g a d i e r 

•"L ven 2 y i f ch ie f of Lehowa p o l i c e * onid thnt 

the boycott MOS C/0 successful ' ( I 'ost * itwi* 

» 6 * : * * e o ) . 

A f i r r dmionod «n o f f l c o £ t one of the 

Bathoga aehoolr* 

On Tuesday* Vj ' juet 2 6 , people f r o * 

Hlood :eiver ond Pcrskrbu l t (Nautung*Ue-

P o r e k i e i ) Joined tho boycot t . Pupi ls atoned 

buses* 

An l n t o r o s t i n o oapret of the b o y c o t t , , 

t h a t ore MOM i n t h e i r f i f t h weok ond spreading* 

i s thot pr ivate ly-owned bus coupc-nico I n 

two liifttnncee e r e running very much chonper 

oarviceo than thnoe t l ie t ero bclnn boycot ted . 

And yot these cnopnnlne hove not been Qrontnd 

r jrraieolnn by the Lobous Mb&Mtt to operute 

I n t o Uto tonnshipo* The LUC-owned LTC dooa 

opnrnt t i n t o Luwnehipoa These buo aarviooa 

nra U U a r r i e * (a block aun) Hmnha :uyo Gus 

Serv ice (botweon Seshego and P ie te rehuru ) ond 

lilanhn Jus serv ice (opera t ing In Hkowanfcouu 

near T ianaen)* A r n t h e r s t a p l e exp lanat ion 

of t h o i r being black has been o f f e r e d i n 

the nowepnpersi but t h l e doee not no f a r 

i n coning to en understanding of tho opere t ion 

of t ranspor t coupsales (doos i t an.en thot 

b l i c k poople sro bed c c p i t e l i s t e ? ) 

Cy 3odnesdoyp August 2 7 , ree idente of 

Lohnwekgoao (40 km f roa P le toreburg ) expreeead 

t h e i r s o l i d a r i t y w i t h the boycot tera ond r e g r e t 

t h a t tho dlatenoa Involved made I t Impossible 

f o r thee to Join the boycott , 

Slxtaon y-uthe appeered i n tho Seahego 

magis t ra te*e court charged w i t h pub l ic 

v io lence* The cose was postponed t o Septoabor 

10* but no reports oppeer to hove been 

dona on tha outonne* 

Chief RsMupudu, Labowa I n t e r i o r 

R i n l e t e r . oa l lod e M a t i n g of the bue eoapeny 

SVC and Seahego town c o u n c i l , and Lsbowa 

rjovcrn^ont rnpre ent i . t lvoc* This r i r s t 

ucotlntj nn^od I n dnnriloch* I t was rrvoelcd« 

t though, tN: t thr lebowa cublnnt tind not tho 

Lobown Transpor ta t ion Soard had epprovod 

the lncri:aota» 

Uf course* tho Labowa Lef ) ie lo t lve 

Mflscnbly l a caught In the aa«e t rop oe hoe 

bevn p inturj out i n the coee of KwaZulu* 

Tho LOC l e prosonted ea represent ing tha 

LebotM people o r Lebowa govornoont I n I t e (LDC) 

ownership of the bue oowpony (Lebowa Finance 

K l n l s t o r * LC h o t h l b e f l a one of tho or r ienn 

d i r e c t o r s o f t h « bua coopany)* 

Or Phatudi and , h i s ^overnaent o r a t 

>t l tcre fora f he lp less beyond voicing support 

f o r the p l i g h t of boycot t fTe* ond t r y t o 

d e f l e c t a t t e n t i o n away f roa the lwaedle te issue 

of bue f a r e a onto wegoo (not t h a t t h l a l a wrong 

i n I t s e l f ) * Thio s t rotegy can also not work 

f o r very long ( i f * on tho of f ohance i t l e 

succeeefu l ) oe high wegee would wean leee 

•investment i n tbeeo low-wage bantueten 

'growth pn in t * or border nraee* 

The boycot tere wera a laa c e l l i n g f o r 

tha LTC t o drop people I n town and not on 

thft o u t e k l r t e o t the Polokwano Centra w i t h 

I t a four l i q u o r o u t l e t e - 'where our people 

were encouraged to equendor e l l t h e i r 

eorninge in l i q u o r 1 * 

The Rev H e l o t j l * whoes SVC c e l l e d f o r 

the boycott w i t h the Seehego branch of Asepo* 

eeld i n un i n t o r v l e w thot he aaw h ie r o l e 

*ea con t inua t ion of ovange l lea 1 * no 

oxplulnari tho t the SVC hsd bsen fo raed I n 

1979 but t h 0 t I t had bean i n a c t i v e * when 

f e r e e wera Inorneeed l e a t year there wee 

p r o t e e t but no e o t i o n * Ha gave c r a d i t for 

tha preeent hoyoott t o tha people of 

Seahego* 

A f u r t h e r masting wee arranged bi twien 



tr B tobowe L e g i e l e t i v o A i i w b l y ( o w b t r i and 

t h e LTC. A f t o r t h i s M a t i n g * on August 2 9 , 

Or P h s t u d i o r d e r e d Labowa p o l i c e t o a top 

h a r a s s i n g m o t o r i s t s who ware g i v i n g i i f t a t o 

b o y c o t t c m and t o renoue road b l o c k s * 

Tana ion e x i s t e d , and p r o b a b l y s t i l l d o s a f 

w i t h i n t h e S o s h e g o community be tween Azapo 

and tha Taxi A a a o c l a t i o n o v a r tha l e t t e r ' e 

r e f u s a l t o l o u e r f a r a a Tor t h a d u r a t i o n of 

t h e but b o y c o t t , 

duata were removed from S e s h o g o d a p o t on 

August 29 and parked a t tho l o c a l SA A i r f o r o a 

b a s e , presumably t o p r o t a c t them from a t o n a 

t h r o w e r s * 

iin S a t u r d a y , August 3 0 , i t - y s s announced 

t h a t t h e f a r a i n e r c e s e s hod been suopondsd 

f o r two wanks . F o r t u n a t e l y t h e cumtun l ty was 

n o t aa o o t l m i s t l c a s t l w Sunday P o s t w i t h i t s 

"bua b o y c o t t v i c t o r y * h s o d l i n o , b u t f loc ided * 

t o c o n t i n u e t h e b o y c o t t i e s k i m ; t o r a „ 

r o d u c t i o n of f a r e s fcnd itnprovumnnt i n t h e 

s e r v i c e o f f e r e d ( f o r e x a m p l e , t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d 

be no charge f o r l u g g o g e , find t h a t tho LTC 

s h o u l d n o t drop p a a s e n g o r e a t Polokuone C e n t r a ) . 

Theaa d e c l s i o n a ware t o k e n a t a m o o t i n g o f 

r e s i d e n t s , 

Rev n e l a t j l s a i d t h a t tho a u s p o n s l o n 

was an o t t e n p t t o ' l u r o thorn back t o tha 

buaaa i n o r d e r t o d e s t r o y t h o l r u n i t y 1 . 

On t h s n i g h t of Tueedey f s a p t e a b e r 2» 

two b u s e c t o h o l e t a i ware a t o n e d aa they 

p e e a e d through Saahego* A f u r t h e r m e e t i n g 

be tween Laboua a u t h o r i t i e s , t h e SVCa S e e h e g o 

t o n e h l p c o u n c i l , P i o t a r a b u r g town c o u n c i l 

and t h e LTC ended i n dead lock* Jock B o t e s 

of t h a town c o u n c i l s e i d t h o t f a r e s would 

have t o go up mora i f workora ware n o t 

dropped a t t h e o u t s k i r t s of t h e town* 

Qotoe s a i d t h o t town c o u n c i l l e b o u r e r a 

o a r n s d R70 per month and tha A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

* r : . ' . ^ V - v'*'";•;. ^ 7 ^ *:*-*:'*••-. : , ; o ' 
I . - \ V. •••••• •'• -.&>;*-ih>ir*WASii;&m.-

Board u n r k o n earned b e t w e e n R70 and ROD* 

Tha maaa m e e t i n g o n Sunday. September 7 , 

e o i d t h a t t h a LOC-owned LTC must g o . Tha 

m e e t i n g w a s . a d d r e a s a d by Memabolo Rephesu 

and KM floloel. l o c a l Azmpo l e a d e r s . Rev 

l i a l e t j i of t h e SVC and Labowa L e g i e l e f t i v e 

Assembly members, f r e e d o m aonga were sung 

and p o e t r y read by t h e T u c f l o o p s t u d e n t s * 

The LLA members p r a a a n t a a i d t h a t 

t h e y would n o t n e g o t i a t e w i t h t h e Lebowa 

g o v o r n n e n t u n t i l i t e l l o w a d t h e l lanba Buya 

Ous S o r v i c e to o p e r a t e i n Lebowa. and would 

b o y c o t t tho o p e n i n g o f a road t o tha 

Lebowakgomo i n d u e t r i a l a r e s ( w h e r e moat 

i n d u e t r i e e e r a LDC*owned). 

On • p o l i t i c a l * r a e a o n e f o r t h e b o y c o t t 

one s p o a k e r e a i d t 'What i a p o l i t i c * ? 

P o l i t i c e i e y o u r f o u r - r o o m matchbox , i t t% 

y o u r f i v e grown-up c h i l d r e n a h a r i n g a roooj 

i w i t h o t h e r s a l a a p i n g i n t h e k i t c h e n , i t i a 

i n c r e o o i n g bus f a r e e w h i l e workers e r a p a i d 

R3b per month 1 * This wae l o u d l y a c c l s i a t e d . 

A poaiplilot d i s t r i b u t e d o t tho m o a t i n g 

c a l l e f l f o r tha f o r m a t i o n o f a t r o d a u n i o n t o 

n e g o t i a t e a minimum wago f o r . t h e * a r e a . 

On U e d n e e d o y , September 0 , P h a t u d i and 

h l a c o b i n u t , Or 3 A d e n d o r f . chairman o f t h a 

LTC board of d i r a c t o r e and c h i e f o f tha c t o , 

and bua company o f f i c i e l a m a t . 

Tha P i a t e r e b u r g Sakekamer a a i d t h a t o n l y 

' t h e moat u n s k i l l e d workeraV ( p r o b a b l y t h e v a a t 

n a j o r i t y ) were e a r n i n g l a a a than R10Q par 

m o n t h . 

Large companies had s t a r t e d making 

t h e i r own t r a n a p o r t arrangements f o r t h e i r 

w o r k e r s . 

During t h e week a t a r t i n g flondey, 

September 1 5 , t h e b o y c o t t e p r e e d r a p i d l y , 

cauaad by t h e end of t h e a u a p e n a i o n and t h e 

r e i n t r o d u c t i o n of i n c r e a s e s on a l l LTC r o u t e e 

e x c e p t f o r t h o s e I n 5 e * n e g o . At Lenyenyav ';• 

t owneh ip ( n e a r T z a n e a n ) a bua waa hij*Tckod by 

a t u d e n t a from t h e Seboyd High S c h o o l - e o m m V 

ware a r r a a t e d . At Sekabe High S c h o o l s t u d e n t s 

r e f u s e d t o board b u e a a . 

At Gettohoboye ( a l a o near Txanaan) a bua 

waa damaged when commuters e t o n a d i t , Worketa 

walked from Rolepo and flokopena t o w n e h l p e t o 

P i e t e r e b u r g . L t ~ C o l o n e l P H o l o t o o f t h a 

Labowa p o l i c e e o i d t h a t bueaa had t o be 

e s c o r t e d by p o l i c e * 

The b o y c o t t s c o n t i n u e 

CRITICAL HEALTH 

Thai new puUttrio 

to explore 
Hearth i t * , 

ŝnd ih*s publ cation wM be of 

S u b a c r i p t i o n a t o C H I T I C H L H E A L T H , C / O n o d i c a l 
S t u d e n t e C o u n c i l , H s d l c n l S c h o o l , ' J n i v e r e i t y 
of U i t w a t e r e r e n d , C a e a l e n S t r e e t . H l l l b r o w , 

AFRICA 
ataxias la 1OT4, atteeaHe to zeiao toe 
Level of sieemaslaa oa aftloen, particularly 

taarn irricaa. areata, taxoafa articlaa 
x ara seta thearstlss l and fact**!, both 

U a t o n e a l and carrots t . Son* of thooo here 
bom stoat roeettlamoattwaaamratato aaS 
Usaa.sm4ordaralasaoat t lsautrlal confl ict , 
the rale el tho rooonoe i s a .a . r laoal 
s a l l t i o a l bsSloataa4 tho (rovtfc of 
e S f l t S l l o t a a x i c u l i u r * . 

African cowntrloo aaieta heoo boon laekai a t 
IJosa«bi«ao.Beaa^ fTajiaanU.jLafaU f--«i^ f#M 
Sairo.loamss nlaaaiil v i l l fooua so tho aaclal 

ocoa of tho uao of aaoajnory la a.A« 
( u 4 oa the eoutaorn Afrlces s t s toe . 

IX>CAL reaadapTioi5-*3tao foa 4 isaaav.foauoa OCLI 

PERSPECTIVE 
bmits TOIFO BOX « : • ? , saaW7oamv t 


