no pays That only happaned once,

People get sicks Some people get boils
all over them, The mines are dangeTous, Many
pecple dia from accidents, The roof canm Fall,
Host dis from explosleons in the walls when
smoka comas out and kills them, Thare are
‘ dnjuries from the drills, from flying etonas
or thay cut off fingers, toes or wholw arme.

The mires pay whan a ainer wust be
buried, But they do not wailt for tha family
for the burisls; IFf ths family desands the
body they cannot get lt;

Thata is & lot of smoke from snglnes
and dissel deille, One ventilatlon plpe
pushes clean air in and the other takes
dirty alr out, But the pipes are far from the
face., | know two men who hed pthisis, One
was 8 shoveller and the other a driller. We
had X=fsy svery six monthas, Then thay wers
told that thay had pthisis, Thay were taken
aways I do not know what happeneds They
want to hospitel First,

The compounds where we live house twenty,
Forty elght or thirty tuwo men, There 1s a
stove and there ars cement double bunks, de
sleasp on mats on the cement, FMatresses are
not allowsd, only pillows, You must bring
your own blankest., There ls no cupboard
Just a rack to put all your thinmgs on, Like
in a train. They enly wash and sweep the
compound once a months Thecs are lots of
fleas and bed bugs,; There are water Flush
tollete,

That is what my time on the mines was
likes,; I worked thers for nine riirl and
things never changed, I finished in 1976,
You are a men when you come back From the
minass I am rot working nows 1 am looking
for work,

This section is included wnder our gensral
feature on Labour Action as we believe that
the issue of mass transport le basicelly

an lssus that affects the working class most
directly and dramatically. This weans that
the working people of South Africa emd thelr
u:gnni.itinq., or aympathetis urqnnin*tiun:,
should attempt to ptiu-nt gonflict over
transport inadeguacies or coats being used
by other classes amd groups for thelr own
_personal interests.

Fany sxasples could be Ffound where
individusls or organisations have used
community anger to advance themsslves
politically or finencislly. This has to
be guorded agaimst. Sea the WIP editoriasls
in numbars 12 and 13, and the articleas on
rents; transport end educetion In Bhis
and serlier issues.

Previously, in WIP 10, we had provided
informetion gn the 1979 bwus boycokta Iin Metal,
In WIP 13 we printed two contributions onm
bus boycotts; while the discussion on avents
in the destern Cepe Blso kook up this issus.

Below we supply soma limitesg informetion
on several attesmpts to incresss Farss and
reslstance shown to this end the inadeguate
sarvices provided by =any companies.

It is intended to analyse the Pubtco
application for increasesa in Teres in the
Johannesburg area, and subseguent svankts,
in & Ffuture editlion of WIP. Articles on this
issue and inforsation that we could use,
sahould plesss be sant to the editors.

communities and transport

Johannesburg: The bus Teres on all white,
coloured snd indian buses rose by 10 from
September 1: These bwses are run by the City
Council: A similer 1n=rantu_lu expected for
efricen buses by October 1, stated the
reaport,

The department's general manager stated
that these were the Ffirst incresses in two
years, and that the service would still rum
at a Hiﬂ.ﬁ;;llliun loss = & loss that is
made up by ratepeyers.

Gezenkuluy Powers concerning road transport
within Gazankulu were transferred From the
central to the locel government on July 1.
From thet date road cerriers in Gazenkulu
lost all rights to eppesl to tha «Wakional
Trensport Commlgsion. All complaints and
enguiries were to go to the Gazenkulu Rosd
Tranaportation Boesrd.

This eappears to be the case In most of
the bantustans, snd serves to partially
deflect another conflict point onto the
regionsl authorities.

Lukoto Bus Serviecs {(Vendaly 28 studenks

started boycotting the Lukobto Bus Service
on April 28 and were stil]l hiking to and From
school on May 13 (Post, 13.05,.80) in protest
ogainet reised bus Fares and poor tinntiblll.
The buses charga R5;00 per month For =&
10 wm rouwte, A rival company charged Ehe
game for six months an the same route.
A petition has been honded to Ehe
Venda Transportation Hoerd for consideration,
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Atteridgeville und Seulsville Texi Ownera®
Associstion: ASTOA incresasd lts fares by

i0c on mach Tare From May O; The rival
organisation, the Ssulsville and Att-ridﬁ!vllll
Taxi Clut (8 commutsrs orgenisstion?) called

on realdents not te pay the incresse.

The president of ASTOA claimed to know
nothing of the increass. Stickers sanouncing
the rise carried the signature of the
sscretary of  ASTOA.

Lanaalar Two buspas from Lensals bto Eha
Johanmesbutg city broks down on Septembar 17.
Irats commuters phonad the Star newspaper
saying that this wes ®» common occurrence,
workers expscted at work by OThOO only
arrived that morning st C8h30. They complein
that thalr bossss don't balisve tham sboyt
ths buses; and dock Etheir pay.

Thars wers threats to burn ths buses
out of snger snd protest. A call was mage
for » trein ssrvice to sssist commuters sno
to break tha hold of the monopoliatic bus
sarvice.

Phosnix: Phosnix residents called for msjor
improvasenta to their bus esrvice (Dally News,
22.07,80). Thay maintain that thers ares not
shough buses evailsbls at pessk hours,
Jeopardising tha Joba of workerd who
continually arrive lete.

8y 22.,08,80 ths Phoenix Working Committes
had stepped In to deviss protest asction ko
improve the trsnsport fecilitiss in Phosnix,
They lisissd with ths Phosnix Buas Ownare
Committas for changes.

Follow-up mestings have besn plsnned,

Matsl: In Hovembar and Descember, 1979, some
of the bus boycotts in Natal were still going

‘sald to be talling ofr.

on, saspclally those on the South Cosst.
Action was, howsver, still being taken
agoinat "pirate taxis' (a term that probasbly
includes sympathisers glving lifts-ko
boycotters); uvnd in Docember the boycotlb wes
The busss of the
KwaZulu Transpoct Company's Trans-—Umzimkulu
Tranaport sarvice were said to be 757
utilisnd.

In serly 1980 it wes ssid that B5(
of workers in the Port Shepstons acss were
using busss, and that the rest had bought
bicycles or ware taking texis {(see Trans=
valer, 13.02.80). .

The KwaZulu Trasnsport Company is owne
Jolntly by the Kwslulu Usvelopmsnt Corporation

(the XDC) snd ths Corporation for Cconomic
Osvelopment (CEO). The ten directors (of
whos five are sfricens) srs sppointesd by the
CED, KDC and tha Kwalulu Legislstive Assesbly
(KLA).

At tha snd of Jsnuary, 1980, six men
wers found guilty on counts under the
Riotous Asssmblies Act, The charcges had
relatad to attespts to enforce thes bus
boycott in the Maritzburg arss. They were
all sentsncesd to RED or 60 days on ths First
count, five wers sentsnced to R100 or S0 deys
on s sscond count {(thsse celsts to gathering
unlawfully and fallure to disperss). Ones of
thea soccussd was santsnced to RS0 or 60 days
for intimidetion of commuters.

In June the Czakheni Bus Transport
Company (aslsoc ownsd by ths KTC) was in the
naws whan two men were arrasted in connectlon
with the sals of fake bus tickests in
Ladysmith,

Wembazis Workers started the long (29 ke

‘Cetecourt on Hondey, July 28,

‘sasson tickets

Hinipter idlalose.

return) walk botween this township and the
industriel arsm end homes and gerdens of
Thay ware
boycotting tha Kenyeni Ous Company because of
a 205 Tare incr-ase that cama into effect on
that doy (from 25c to 32¢ for a single lure).
Company dirsctor, M Cebekulu, =uld that
the boycott waa ‘unnecesssary' ss the fare
incresse only spplied to casual tickets, while
remained sb the sema price,
thanks to 8 subsldy he received from the state,
* The stats stepped in with the uswal
tscties = cors and 'pirete toxia' wers stopped
on the rosd bstween Wesbezl snd Estcourt, snd

“mmploysrs trunsporting wnrkers wers turnad

beck by ufficisls sald to Bs From tha Natal
Transportation Dosrd. RAlot sgusd police
wers brought in From Ledysmith. Five women
ware srrested on the Tirgt day.

On Thursday, July 31, Cebekulu lsft for
t1lundi to discuss tha boygott with Interior
Cabekulu revealsd,

parhaps with some bitternsas se his was the
only company In the district invelusd in the
boycott, that psmphlats Lad basn distributed
the previous wesk celling ror « boycott, and
snother pemphlet had praised the boycotters
for thelr unified stand.

All buses belonging to Kenyani, sxcept
for one running smpty, had besn withdrawn,

On Sunday, August 3, s mesting sttended
by more thsn 9 500 resldents wes held in
wembezi. The mesting resclved to continue
the boycott, decided to wend s delegstion to
Blundi, and to ssk Mdlaloss to esk the
Rosd Transportstion Board (RTE) to atop
harsssing privets cecs transporting boycotbers.

Kwalulu Ministesrs wers asbls to be cather
smug about this issue s the Kenyasni Bus




. Compeny probably does not belong to the KTC,
and wers sble to gay that the boycott wes »
local issus snd tid not concern the KLA,

The Estecourt Chesmbesr of Commarce celled
s meating of Wembszi council repressntatives,
ATE, police, Justics Dspartment, commutsrs and
business = "wvery littls was achisved'. Mayor
of Eatcourt, Hoger Remseyer (also Estcourt
Chamber of Commetce vice chairperson), said
that they had "lesarned a lot' « 'but all we
can do is ask ouk members to explain in detail
to their staff the inevitability of price
rises' (!) (Matel witness, 07.08,50).

Tha latsst hews WIP has available
relates to s mesting held in Wembezi (on the
waskand of August 23-4), once mors sttended
by mors than 1 500 peopls. The masting said
that thes boycott would continue until & new
bus company wis oparating in the areas.

Anger wes mxpresped st 8 RT3 decision
not to grant further transport permits in
the area while Xanyanl Ous Company still
held & licence. M Cebekulu "was no longer
wanted by the comsunity, sven if hs reducad
farea, becsuss he hed Foiled to mest residents
tu discuss the igsue' (Matsl Aercury,
26,08.80). KLA wembers attended the
meeting.

During the same weskond ona of the
Kanyanl buses caught fire at a bus rank,

[ th-Ezakhgni: Faree were reported to
bs increasing from July 28, on the sams routes
as thoss on which.the 1979 boycotts started.
The increasss wire said to be much lowsr
though {up from RZ,10 to R2,25 for » Tive-dey
raturn ticket, asa compared to the attempted
incraase in 1979 from R2,10 ko
R2,80). i

The lowsr increass was possibla bescsuse

Pege from City Tramways propsgsnda matsrial,
referrad tq in next column,

of & ‘gubstentisl' subsidy from the Department
of Transport to the KTC—cwnad Ezakheni
Trangport Company,

As in the Wembszi case casual tickets are
not ‘subsidised and would; thersfore, riss
From 45e to 55c (singls ticket from Ezekheny
to Ladysmith).

The Ladysmith Chambar of Cosmedrce said
that subeidies could only be short=tars
solytions,

lisgotistions for Pare incresses, ih the
Hewtastle and Veyheid districts In Northarn
Matal wers slso seid to be in progress at the
timy of the report (Westel Witness, 18.07.80),

Cape Town: [In WIP 13 (July) this hus boycett
was discussed, MNow, in Soptembsr, the boycott
is still in opacestions

The ownars, Clty Tramusys, -had spent =
reported R25 000 by mid=July in props;snds.
At this time it was reported that tha boycott
wes still 100% effective from Crossrosds,
Guguletu snd Langs, while sbout 50% of peopls

‘from other arsss wers still boypotting (Sundey

Times, 13,07.80), "

Police baton charged workara who hed
been boarding 'picete taxis' = this happened
laste in July, Strong sction was being taken
to force "pirate texis®' off the roed in an
attampt to bresk the boycott, Reports spoke
of srcests of drivars of vehicles, dsmege to
their vehicles snd sven confiscation of

‘ ecars and lorries, but also of continued

solidarity and deflance by the communities
dnvplved.

Tha state was somewhat EFbarsseed when
news lesked out of the "enonymoua' pamphlet-
ssring sction by a secret committes estsblished
by the cabinet to bresk thes boyecott. Caps
Timea editor, Tony Heard, was wisited by tha
security police in conneaction with the
intended publication of minutey of this
committes,

Tha committes conslsted of repressntatives
of the Deperctments of Co-operation and
Development, Indisn Affairs and Coloursd
Affairs, the security police, snd tha ammy.

It issued pamphlets snonymously, such as the
ana purporting to be from taxl owners and
calling for sn end to ths boycott.

Foreign Affairs Kinister, Pik Botha,
issued a statement saying in part:

The committss in guestion was sstsblished
by ths Cabinet and the Csbinet

instructed it to plan end implement
sctions designed to combat the unrest
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and violence which was building up,
inter alia, =a » result of ths schools
boycott sarlier this year,...

The cosmittes Initiated various peaceful
actions that contributed to the
pravention of wiolence snd tha

avoidence of loss of life. The comsmittes
alagp distributed Factual inforsmtion to
rafute the lles and dgception spresd on

& largs scale by subveryive slemsnts,

In soms cases anonysous pamphlets were
prepared and disseminatsd by the
committes bescasuss Lhe committes considerasd
this to be the most effective way to
counter unrest and subversive plans end

of helping to maintein brder. Tha
pamphlets reflected the opinions and
attitudes of a considersble proportion

of the general public.

The Government wishes to state
categorically that it will not hesltata
to maintain lsw and order with all tha
powsr at its disposal (Sunday Tribune,
n:’--ﬂﬂ-"ﬂ]t

Botha later aaid that he would "do it egain,
if necessary'. :

On August 11 vioclence broke out again
after police had once more acted againat
‘pirate: taxia' and their pasgengers. Peopls
died in the vented anger of the communities.

Johan u-rniré; managing director of
City Tramways, sdmitted a few days later thet
Traauays inspactors ware reporting "pirate
taxis' to the suthorities. A cosmunity

leader said:

This action &f the polige snd the Rosd
Transportation Hoard officials has simply
mada puople sngrisr and more united
because they can ses that the Sovernment
is helping City Tramways. Inatoad of
making thes company look into its Tares,
they osme in with sub=-Sachins guns and
dons and tried to forca the people to
bosrd ths buses.

it has been sn sducation For soma of the
people to see how the Government works
together with business. They must just
realiss that the peupla are not golng te
go back to buses until the Fares go
down (ROM, 13.00.80). .

Nankyeng (Lebows): Bishop Darnsbes Lekganysns
of the Zionist Christien Chureh ownas & flast
of buses opearating in Lebows. Complaints
ebout the service provided wers discussad

at » mesting held st Turfloop in February

this year.

It woas declided not to boycott the
Bskwaduba buses but to slect & stesring
conmittes to discuss the matter with the bus
comp ENy managemant,

Bsbelegl (border industrisl area): ‘Jorkers
in this notorious low-wage area (see 41k 8)
wars hit in Merch this year when tha Boklhaba
Tawana Transport (BTT) company esnnounced fare
increasss. The BTT is » subsidiary of
BophuthaTswans Transport Holdings (Pty) Ltd.

Tha BTT said that it was necessary to
incresse Tares from end=Macch as cunning
expeanses woers continuously incremsing.

The incressss would affect workers 1iving
or working in such pleces as FKajaneng,
Hemmanskroal, Twsefontein lnu.ﬂuinhpllll.

On Swnday, Harch 23; o mesting was held
st Temba, Hammonskrasl, to protast the
incresses, The meastling was coalled by the
Koretels Regional Authority (HARA) consisting
mainly of fNorstele tribal chiefs. An esrlier
meeting betwean the RRAA snd the BTT
manegemant had ended in deadlock.

The ocutcome of the mesting is not clear,
but BophuthaTewana security police detolined a
Past reporter for e doy in connection with
the mseting, The rsporter, Healose Patstemelas,
was accused. by the gecurity police of halping
tu_urnlnill the mesting.

Bloemfontein: Farees incressed Trom 15c ko
Z20c From Mangaung townahip to Dloemfontein
on August 18, Twenty-nine municipal buses

ware subssguently stoned by pril-llinq
crowds of commutors.

Pretoris Area: In Februsry this year it wes
-nnnunula that Putco had spplied for bus fare
incressss in the Pretorlies ares, once agein
attributed to rising costs of fuel, spares and ~
vahlcles,

Protest mestings wers celled, complicated
by one Jospsph Gomba of tha Black Unity Expreas
Bus Service (JUEES) who invited Cosas to his
first mesating (Poat, 21.03.80). Gombs siéid
that he hed 500 buses 'idling in readinsss’
for ths day when ths non-black Pirm Putco
driven out of the townghips, This claim was
denied by Putco who sald tqlt their previoua
contact with Gomba pointed to "his ...
inability to operate sven a single bus within
10 kilometres of his house; never aind the
600 busses that he slleges are “riding in
readiness"' (Post, 02.04.80).

In August Joseph Gomba said that he
hdd been called to Compol (sscurity police
of fices in Pretoria) to tulk sbout his
criticiem of the gosmunity council's failure
to talk to Putco sbout Fare increases. Ha
saaid that his interrogator was *friendly and
sympathetic towards his oppeal a= = transport
man' (Post, 28.08,80; Star, 28.00.80).

The Atteridgeville and Mamelodi community
councils werned of the consegquences of a fare
incrcase and said that 1t was cuusing
bitterness.

The complaint From Gosbs was,; however,
that while the comsunlbty cownclils minht
express opposition they did very little in
the way of practical measures Eo prevent
the Ffare hikes Ffrom taking ploce.

In funust it was onnouncod that Tores
ofn Putco buses in Fretoria's townships,



pnd cartain parkts of NophuthaTswana and Lﬁhhun

would Increase. The incresces of 7. an
seasn tickets ond 13, on cash Fwurog an B
avorage; had boen epptoved by Ehe Sabionsel
itoad Tronsporboblon Upurd end Ehe Tioords In
Bophuthafgwnana and Lobuwa to comn into eflfeck
at tha and of Jeplracher,

A macking of the Vulauwehle civie I'arky of
Dornard .dlazi ({8 Bomalodi rcouncillor)
attended by -30I poople in [lamelodi,
threatenad Puteo with a bus baycott,

Futco imitially sald thok thay would oo
ahmsad with thn incrcoscs -lespite boyconbh
threats, but it woa roported (Pnat, 10,7%".an)
that these would not come into offeckt at Che
gend of the mo .th (Sentosbar) Ao plonneod.

Javoytont The Ezst Rond Admlnistrotion rlowrd
(EitAd) ond the Daveyton cemaunity council run
thw Davoyton Jus Service. At the comunity
council's monthly mesting in June it wos
declded to increaso Tares, except For scholars.
This FTollowed & previous decision, In iley, to
increose Fares; a decislon that wes 1ifted
alfter denials h} both tha comauniby council
and EAADY that they were responsible For the
incresse.

Thase denials and the ;u-pln.inn of tha
inercopos Followed strong community protest.

After the June ooeting there secesd to
hive been some Murther confluslen, this tlma
relatec {o the sire of the loss suffecred by
toe ¥E (one report sald R1ES 020 and "mayar"
neeriel liphosi said that the loss was Ni=m).

The lncresse wes alec sald to be nocessacy
te rolse woges and inprove the service, Hok
thagt “ueh seams to have De:n happening In
tiz rererd as Javeyton residents staned &
arotest at the bus station In Daveyton on
the mxiceme over=crowding on buses = this in

Ruguet.

Juduzet The Hiyel Eown council owns the

bus serviea Ehak vperates In this township,
Towards the end of July the council declded’
to incroase Fares. llowever, Etha Uuduza :
community council had not besn consultbed,
and oppoaad the loncressss. Thip led to a
suspension of tha increase Ffor one month,
during which time the Duduza communilty
counell s.id thet 1t would wecertein tho
fcelings of rlniq-htu on the losuo.

A moeting was planned for Sunday,

Auguat 24, wnd rosidents rejected the proposed
ingcreaas, ond ocaid thet they would not pay it
until thoy hod onen the ‘Myel town' council's
Finencial skntement on the lius compRITY .

The dinel town councll than took a
differant directlon in. tha Face of tho
community rejection of thdéir plens. Thay
said that they could not sccept tha residents’
moeting decision ns thes Final word, but would
have to consult 'works coamittoss (end liaison
comnittees) ot varlous Flrms ond induotries
in snd cround the town bafore meking o Final
docision' (ROI, 29.00,00),

Tebans Moloi, of the Duduza community
council, said with soms insight that as
works committess wers management stooges, the
ifaet that the town council hes to confer
with these comsmittess msans that they
went to intynducl tha new Fares regardless.
They ars marsly looking for sxcuoes'.

At the end of thias month (Septambar) the
Jigel town council ia to report on the
increass., Uowaver, Jsmes Skosi and Johhny
liokote of the community council have said that
"workers will welk' rathar then pay more.

It sppeata that not all community
councils are to be condemned outright. It

probably depeands on their relotionshiip to tho

specific issues on which docisions are to be

‘ taken or leadership given. In this cess of

the Juduza bus fures the decisions relate-to
a body outside the comuwunity council sphere
af involvement., liowever, for bLhe dominent
trend soe the articlos on comaunity councils
ond rants in this ioous of WIP,

Ssashegor In RBarch, 1080, O Drooks of the
Labows Irunipnrt Company (rumning 245 buses)
snnounced that the cospany {(LTC) had sppliod
for on incrasse in farss. Incresnnd opnreting
coats were advancad ae reasons for the

®application; LTC said that the Departasnta

gf Trensport and :n—nplrptfun wnd dovelopment
wore subgidielny workera' Fores, ao thet In '
soms sreos they pald only H2,00 out of & total
wenkly Ffors of 011,00,

In July the incrossss wero granted, to .
go into effect in August. This wes ssid to

| cover sll routes in ths Pistsrsbury,

Potyietersrus end Tzaneun districts, ss well
as the Four buses ocparated by the :lgpnhﬁlu
Transport Company (& subsidiary of tha LTC).

.Ilﬂﬂﬂlltl opposition wes axpressesd by
Chisf J liothape (epposition Lebowa Pecple's
Pearty), Hesley Lekots (Seshego Welfars
Orgenisation), and tha Ssshego Village
Committea (5VC).

At = mesting arranged by the SVC and

by the Azanisn Pecple's Organisation (Azepo)
on tha weskesnd of July 19«20, workars
threatesned to boycott buses. Lesaders Rephasu
of Azepo ond Rev Falatji of tho SVC denounced
the LTC's black directors, Lebowa cabinst
ministers, and the Lebowa Trensportation
Board (LTB)., The LTC was ssid to balong to
a 'governmant subsidisry'. Ths Labows
Transpork Company is part of tha vaat CED
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(Corporotinp for Ccononic Developoent}
network, through the Lehows Developncat

Corporation.” Ropresentatives of the
various bantustans oik on the huﬁ:du nal

direct rs of thelr apnecifle Developaent
Corporakion, by

It ves decided thu£ conrutors woule:
walk the 12 km betweon Socshego snd
Pistorsburg 'when tha increase come inte
sffect, A few doys loter the LTC annnuncad
that bhe Inercaza had boon neatponod bayond
tha and of July.

The postponempnt wws brief. Less than
s oonth leter .Jroocka of the LTC sald thot Fores
would lﬂ;lllll from Aucust 23, The SVC resctod
gquickly by reafflirming tha previour wonth's
boycott dogiaion, end callod on people tu uso
the 'bleck-owned compeny' - Lthe hamba Juye
sue Sorviee which runs bebtween Sasheyo snd
Pletersiurg, but is not nllowed into the
Sosheno Lownship,

UT Yingsts of LTC colled on the 'naturlty’

. of tho peoples of Lobnwn to iqnore thw boycott.

The bgycntt got under way an this route
en Hondoy, August 2%, but spparently not
on other routes inkto Plotersburg. Hany
wotkers arrived lote. Lab wa policn cleshed
with pupils who hed stoned buses in Sephono,
ghots ware Flrud and nt loset & puplls
srrented. Puplles wers huinuttlng clopmea LIn
pympathy with the sction tonkan by their

' worker morunka,

Traffic peliee, twkinn whot anst Le
"alep nne' in thes 'boycott-bLirnokers' haondhook',
orlered people out of unror lutored core
{erlled "pirste toxis' in other situastionn)
nn Lhe outskircts of Spehopo on the First doy
ul' tha boyeott, Out svan the LTC sdmitted
Lot obout 60 of the 4 0OND coomuters were
anrkieincting in the boyecott, while Grigadier

1" van Iyl, chief of Lehowa pnlice, naoid thot
the boycott vas 90 succeseful "('ost, DM,
2b,10,00).

g Flre domarod an of Fleo et one of Ehe
srshenn achoole,

On Tuesday, Sugust 26, people From
Mlood .liver ond Perskrbult (Mmutung=Us=-
Perskisl) Jolned the Loyeott,
huges.

An Lntorosting asprect of thas hoycotbg,
that src now In Ehelr PifeEh wook ond :ptiﬂdin&.
is that privately-owned bus coupcnlos In
twe instonces sre runndng vary wueh choaper
garvices than Lhnoe that sre bolnn boycottned,
4nd yot Lheac cnepanins have nobt bessn grontnd
peraloaslon by the Lobows calinet to operute
Tha Li=pgnad LTE Joos
Thras buo servicos

Fupils atoned

inkn the bLowmshipo,.
ppnrole into Luwnshipo.
nre ) llarris' (o bluck mun) Homha iuys Dus
cervien (botweon Seshego end Pletershurg) end
Wisabo Jus hervics (oporating In Hkowanl:owo
near Tzenean). N pather simpls explenation

of their bolng Llwck hes besn offored in

the nowspmpers, but this doss nol yo Far

in vomling to an undersiandlng of the operation
af tronsport coopenies (dows it moan Elat

black poople ero bed cepliuliste?)

iy ‘Jednesdoy, Auguat 27, residents of
Lobowskyaoma (40 km Ffroem Plelersburg ) expressed
thalr solliderity with the boycotters ond regrat
that the Jistence involved made it Lloposeiblo
for them to Joln, tha boyoott.

Gixteen y-uths appearsd iln tho Seshego
naglatrate's court churged with public
violence, 'The coss was postponed to Septombor
11, but no reports ocppear to have been
uona an the occkonme,

Chisf Remmupudii, Lebowa Intscior
Ainister, colled » measting of the bus company
SVC snd Seshego town council, snd Labows

fkis Tirak
It vos revealed,

gevernzont ropre entitivec,
peoting anted In dosdlock,

« Ehoughy thok thie Lebaws cobinnt wnd nok Lo

Lobown Trongportestion Doard had epproved
the incroeoms,

Of course, thoe Lebows Leqislative
fesenbly i caught in the same trop os hos
baun p.intey out in the coss of KwaZulu,

The LOC 1s prosonted ss ropressenting the

Lebowa pmople or Lebows governeont in its (LDC)
vwharship of tha bus company (Lebowa Finasnce
kHinlster, LC hothiba, is one of tho africen
airectorg of the dus company}.

Or Phatudi and . his fovernment oro,

stherafore, hplpleass bayond velecing suppaort

For tha plight of hoycotters, ond try to
defloct ottention swey From the imuediste ilssue
of bus Fares onto weqes (not that this is wreng

in iteelf)s Thio strotegy can also not work
Foer very lony (if, on the off chance it ls

successful) as high weges vould mean less
“investment in theso low=wage bantustan
'growth pnint' or berder nreass.

The boycetters were alsoc celling for
the LTC to drop people in town and not on
tha outskirts ot the Folokwans Centrs with
its four liguor cutlots = "whears our pecple
wers sncoursged to squander all their
sarninges in liquor'.

Tha Rey {alot )i, whoes SVC celled for
the boycott with the Seshege branch of Azaspeo,
solid in un interview that he ssw his rols
'as continuetion of ovengelism®, He
expluined that the EVC had besn formed in
1978 but thpt it hond been inactive = whan

‘farss wars :qurnll-d leat ysar thare was
protest but no sction, He gave credit for
tha pressnt hoycott to tha people of
Seshego.

A furthar mestinp was arrsnged between
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the Lobowa Legislative Asseibly (nembers and
the LTC. After this mesting, on August 29,
Or PhatOdi ordered Lebows police to atop
harasaing motorists who were giving lifts Lo
boycotters and to remove road blocks.

Tansion exlated, and probably still does,
within the Seshego community betwesn A2spo

and the Taxi Assoclation over the latter's

refusal to lower fores rqf the duration af
the bus boycobt. )

Buses wero renoved from Seshego depot on
August 29 and perked at the local SA Airforce
bese, presumably to protsct them from aktons
throwera.

Un Ssturdoy, August 30, it ves announced
that the Ffare Lncrceses hatd benn sunoponded
for .two wasks. Fortunetely tho ngﬁuunity wEa
not ss optimistic as the Zunday Foast with its
"bus boycott victory' headline, bult decinded
to conkinue the boycott, ssking tor @
roductlon of feres cnd improvemnnt in Lhe
ssrvice offered (Ffor example, Lhat Lhera shuuld

be ne charge for lupyoge, ond that the LTC

should not drop pessengers ot Polokwane Centre).

These deciasions were token at p mesting of
residents, .

Rev NMaslatjl said that tho suspansion
was an ottemspt to '"lure them back Lo the
buses in order to deatroy thoir unity'.

On the night of Tuesday, September 2,
two buses to linlakol were stoned as they
passed through Seshego. A Ffurthnr megting
between Lebowa authoritiecs, the 5VC, Sesheno
to'nship council, Plotersburg town council
snd the LTC ended in deadlock, Jock Botes
of khe town council said that Furses would
have to go up more lr.uu:kn:l wara not
dropped at tha outdskirts of the Ltown,

Jotos smid that town council lebourers

oarned R70 per month and the Administration

- g et b RN 2 S MO S St i T
Board workers eatnesd betwesn R70 and ROO.

Tha mass mecting on Sunday,; Ssptembar 7,
said that the LOC=owned LTC must go, The
masting wes.addressed by Hamabolo Rephesu
ond K Folosi,; local Azepo leaders, Rew
fimlat ji of tha SVUC and Lebowa [uginlitlvl
Asgpombly membera. Frecdom songs werd sung
and postry read by ths Tuefloop students.

The LLA membars presant salid that
they would not negotiste with the Labows
government until it allowsd the lismba Buya
Bus Sorvice to operate in Lebowa,; and would
boycott thoe opening of a road to the

.Luhnulkuu-n industrial ares (whers most

induatries are LDC—ownsd).

On 'political' ressons for the boycott
ane spoaker -lld: "what is politiecs?
Palitice is your raua-nuu- :itﬂhbax, 1t i
your lve grown=-up nhl.ldr:ln sharing & room
with others slesping im the kitchen, it-ia
increoaing bus fFores whils workers are paid
i35 per month', This was loudly acclaimed.

A pawphlet distributed ot Ehe moeting
calleg for ths formation of @ trode union to
negotioke & -Lﬁi-un wage For.the. ares,

On Usdnesday, Septombar 0, Phatudi and
his csbinet, Or J Adendorf,; cheirman of Ethe
LTE boepd of dirsctors and chief of tha CED,

and bus compeny officlals met,
The Pistersburg Seskekamer said that only

"the most unskilled workers' (probsbly the vast

nulurlty} WATH -lrningrllll than RI00 per
monkh,

Large companies had started making
thair own transport arcengsmanta For thelr
WOTKers. "

During the week starting Fondey,
September 15, the boycott lﬁr-ld rapidly,

caused by the end of the suspension and the

reintroduction of increasss on all LTC routes

township (noar Tzaneen) a bus wee hljlqﬁyﬂ_hf
students from the Seboys High School = somé =
At Sekabs High School students
refused to board hu-tu.-

ltng-ﬁuhan?| {slao neer T:lﬁlun] a bus
Warkers

wera arrested.

 was demaged when commutecs stoned iE,
walked From Aolepo and Aokopana townships to
Pietersburg. Lt=Colonel P Holoto of tha
Lebowa police lnlﬁ that busess had to be
escorted By police.
The boyecotts :nntﬂph:.
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