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Natal Education Boycott:
a focus on Inkatha

gulickly sdopted by the indisn community ond
s minority of sfricen students at highar
institutions, (Tha smphasis of the nationsl
boycott was on soliderity ocruas racial
nroupinna. For clarity in the South &frican
altuntion "ruplal' catsqories sre sproified).

THIS article hes its limitstions. It is
not intended as any final stetement or
snalysis of the Natal boycotts, but rother ss
a springboard for further reseesrch,.

It was written collectively.

INTRODUCTION

"Inkatha has grown both in stature as &
movement and in Lts cepebility to win the
strugole for liberetion, Any movement that
has developad to tha sxtant nr'biinq able

to bese its mass action on s sound theoretical
basis is indesd eglresdy half-way in tha
liberation struggle'.

'Ye have the corrsct strategy and we have the
fight leader, All wa sust continue to do is
to provide snd ses to ba providing » solid
following' (Or OD Dhlowo, Secrstary-General

of Inkaths and Hinister of Education and
Culture, sddreseing Inkathas Youth Brigads

on Sundey, 14,09.80) (Netal Witness, 16.09.80)

N T E

D6;04 The sducatlion boycott was Initially

mpooted whan Western Caps colourasd
high school repressntatives met over the
Esater weskand to discuss longeatending
grisvences with "goloursd' sducation,
They thrsatensd ‘s achools boycott, in support
ef the demends, which they regquired Minister
Steyn to fulfil by the snd of the wask,
They deplorad the low standard snd poor
conditions of their sducstion, specififally

mantioning lack of Free bext-hoolis nnud
inadequate bulldings and fTecilitics. They
demanded a "froe oducetion oystom'y the
reinstatesent of threo bteschers dismissed
from Crystal Senlor High who hed supported
their orievences; and & geansral poy
increase fur taachers.

13.04 Tha following weskend 20 repressntativos
decided that Steyn's response did not

materially changs the position of coloursd
sducetlon, GStsyn refussd to re—smploy Ethe
t-;nhntnl their positions to :llnin vacant
fnr colourad teachera to ripll:l them, snd
made qualified, long-—tera promissa about
text-books end bulldinga,

The boycotts would go ahead,

18,04 25 000 students and scholers had alresdy
Joined the boyecott which spread beyond

Caps Town to thres coloursd high schools in

The latter proteated in

demand of 'sguality of sducstion'.

tha Transvasl.

19,04 A committee of ii representeives of
Caps sducationsl inetitutions wes

It called for s mass sducation
boycott in the Westsrn Cape from 21.04 to
25.04,

formad.

HATAL ADOPTS THE BOYCOTT
The sducstion boycott took root in Matal,

firstly smong coloursd students but was

21.04 Gechet, » coloursd Tescher Troining
Collage, was the Firat Inatitution in
thurbain to teke & atands Thay declared B one=
wack boycott in sympathy with national
demanda, thelr own emphesis being on the
national psy disparity betwssn black and

I white teachers and the College's poor

saports Tocilitles whare, for sxssple, sgcocer

is playsd on tnrmnec.

22,04 The boycott ranks wers guickly swollen

by coloursd high school pupils (3 ONO
from threse high schools - Bechet, Feirvale
and Wentworth),

The boycott goined momentum at other
sducetional institutions besices Bechat.
iiatesl Hadical School protested sgainast
recisl and inferior sducation For sll blacks.
They wers joined hy Uniulrnitr of Durban=
Hlltuilll students and black students lt the

University of ilatel in Piletermaritzburg and
PDurban, Jurben University white students

.

convensd s sympathy boycott, meintsining that
sducation is & basic human right,

23.04 A numbar of indien high schools snd the
Springfisld College of Education

joinad ths boyoott. Indian soliderity with
the boycott wes described; desplts preass
reports, as not only in support of thelr
colored pears, but that thsy wers "also
black students who wantsd = bstter desl in

. mducakion',




The boycott spresd in Hatal, bayond
Durban; northusrds ko llaritzburg, and south
to Harding:

In Hatal police repression intensified,
Police took & hard line in afforts te contain
the boycotk, using i'.il:tqn-, batons ond malking
arrests.

24,04 Indian schplers rrni l.numh-r of schools
who hacd organieed buses to = mans
menting at the UDW, which incressingly became

s meating polnt during the boycotit, were
Tenrgas
wis usad to disperse 300 Centenary High

oraventad by police Trom attending.

scholara mlrl:h.iﬂg' to the sema gathering.

In ﬂhﬂtliﬂrth..lt Headowland and
dJittekop Indian High School, witneszces maintain
that students wers bston charged by police
after being told by polios to return to
classes gr 9o homa., The police deny this,
but it wes said that 10 scholars were srrested,
charged end ralessed,

A mapreh of ecoloured acholara from
Wentworth to nelghbouring Feirvale High was
disrupted with tearges.

25.04 @Oy this date, alnost svery indian and
coloured high school in and around
Durben and the Horth Coast of ilatal, was
boycottinc. In fact, nctionally, enly in
Horthern Hetal, Hdorthecn Fres State and

Hamibic did police divisions report ne
incidents.

s FI"F

HATA T i 1] A

Bechet Training College:
1) cams out in sympathy with Cape
scholarej .
z; in sympathy with nationol demands;
demanded s higher standard of sducation,
more text=books and hidher salariss
for teachers.

University of Hatel Fedical 5chool:
1) noted the nesd for a united effort in
any atand taken against the
injustices of the lawe of ths SA
govarnmentg
For. & real attempt at
snlighteamsnt sbout local,
national and international issuas
that has bemsring on our people's
struggle ageinst opprasaion
to smbark imsmediately
on & saymbolic boycott of all
acadenic activitlaes
to register support
of Cape and slasswhars
to use the time to
implesant the programms of
sducation ond re-sducation of our
own studeant body sbout fssuss
affecting the black man (sic) in
EA and to ssnsitize it to the
condition of thas black men (sic)
in SA specifically and in Africa
in genaralj;
z} protested at "racial and inferior
sducation”,

University of Durban-3estville:

lade the following demands =

1 non=racial sducatlion

2} free compulsory and relesvant ldunltinn
for all

3) sll education institutions open to all

4) a single system of education under
one department

5) parents and acedeiics should decide
on the types of sducation relsvent for
their children and thas community

6) studenta should have the right to
decide the content of syllabi

7) wsducational Fecilitiea should be
provided in relation to the real
populstion strength and open -to all
perople,; irrespective of race,; sex,
colour or creed,

The grisvances articulsted were gplmilsr teo
thoge resounding nationally during the boyoott.
The demands sbove are important in that they
maks s direct link of education afd the
community, The demand rur‘nlrlnh participation
in planning sducstion can be seen &s
mrguing for the right of community-axpresssd
neade in tha content of sducetion: AL & student
body mesting at Hatel University Fediocal

School it was resolved to pledge support to
organisastions such ss the Durban Housipg Action
Committes; who wers fighting a rent Increase

by the Durban City Council. In this manner a

an ulbimatim,.

brosdening of the ntruqnln is -:ptlttld br
thl atudenta.

MATAL COLDURED AMD INDIAN COMMUNITY H}EPDHEE

Natal coloursd snd indisn pargnts solidly
supported ths studsnt boygott, They ssparataly
(on 24.04 and 27.04, respectively) cesponded
by iomediataly calling messtings in auvpport of
studant desands end to prevent victimigetion

of students. They electsd committees to
provide concrote sssistance = one such oroup
esteblished a Feeding schems.

i A similar threst as had besn mads by

Cape parents wes voleed in Matal = parents
might use the two non-wiplent osans »t

their dispossl: withdrayel of thelr consumar
and labour power from the sconomy, if atudents
ware Ln any way intimlidated fur thair huy:ntt
sotion (Daily News, 28,04).

A jolnt Natal Parenta' Support Committes,
represanting 30 perent committeses,; was Tormed
to co—ordinate black perenta' support anc to
work clossly with the Hatal stud-nt-‘lﬂct}un
Committes (MSAC). A six-person delegotion
from the Natal Parents' Support Cosmittess
{NPSC) was dispatohed to Rinister Steyn with
Also a tendparson joint
parent=student committes was elected to
investigats. the sducation erisis nationally,

Such unified, overtly expressed parent

support 1§ not to be mirrored in the sfrican
L]
parents’ response,

¥

Although largely su-portive
in Kus Mashu, as will be indiceted by an
initial mesting turnout of 1 NDD parcnts
{11,05) =nd only minority groups esctively
foreing students back to gechool er nroteotling
students writing exams, parental response was
This was probsbly dus to the vindictive
spproach of Inkatha tnulru-lnetiu- adulk
supporters of thes boycott. It would be

muted.



important to investigate the cosposition of
tha vigilants groups that scted on bshelf of
Inkaths sgeinst boycotiing students and their
parente. It is also significent, and nesds
sxploration, that Umlazi perents and students
wors largely npnnllg_tn tha huynuli.

In Netal E;lnurlu and indisn teachers
wars not reported as having teken & significent
stand for or sgalnast the boyeott, In tha Cape
snd the Transvesl teacher organisations
threastensd to stop wark in
solidarity (Sundey Times, D4,05). A minority
of . teachers appear to have sttended parents’
support moestings Iin WHatal.

From the africen teaching community a
few eympathetic members attended the pro=
boycott meetings. There wes, however, no
strong sncoursgement From this secter. The
majority sees to have been represented in
their views by the Natal Africen Teachesca'
Union (MATU) who, on 02.06 urged boycotters
to return to school. Ghile they aympethised
with student grievances, they argued that
only negotlation after a return to clesses
could hope bto succesd, The HATU also
maintained that it heg lts own channels Ehrough
which dissstisfied teachers can voice their
Besides, it hes & 'code of athics
whieh guides our general behaviour in

discontent,

sccordance with recognised ethical standards
end we dissociaste ourselves completely From
anybody who engenders dishermony and encourages
gtrife among puplils, schools, teachers end the
community®,

Many principels, netionslly’' snd throughout
gll groupings, played an sntsgonistic role
towsrds the boycotts; on behalf of ' the state
snd of Inkatha, They were the vehicles through
which directives; schpol closures, and student

suspensions wars cohveyed and, in fact, it
was often at their insistence that police
intervensd to forelbly control atudents
within school grounds, A major sxception was
a body of Ceps-principels who refused to asct
as sgents of the atata,

Twe very differant spprosches wers svident
in the indien community with the Natal Indian
Congress (NIC)} sctively in support of the
boycott, to the sxtent that some of its
prominent members were detsined, The SA
Indisn Counell (SAIC) repressntatives
colled for students to go back to classes.
They were sald to hapue mede their point, and
wars accentuating only the negative sspects
of their sducetion system. Through the
SA Black Allisnce (5ABA), the Labour Parky
and the Reform Perty were ldentified with what
will be shown to b8 Inketha's resctionary
gtand on tha students' boycott,

EXTEHMSION OF THE BOYCODTT TO AFRICAH STUDENT

Very little was reported in nesspapers on

afcican participation in the serly steages of

the boycotk.

21.04 As early as this dete the Cepa Committee
of 61 was reported to have had africen

schools repreasented gn it when deciding on @

mass boycott Ffor ths week 21.04 ko 25.04

(Hatal witness, 21.p4,.80).

mentioned ware Lenga and Fezekia High,

850 african studenta from the Nathamal
Wyaluza Secondary Schoal in Grahemstown
Joined in the boycott immedistely. The Rand
Daily Mail (10.05.80) reported that they were
given an expulsion warning if they persisted
with their three-w@elk old boycott.

The achools

22,04 As previously mentioned, africen medical

students and the Bleck Students Socletiss
on university cempuses in Johsnnesburg and
Watsl Joined the boyeookt.

28.04 1 500 sfricen scholars From Ffour schocls
in Mamelogi townahip, outaide Pratoris,
ancoursned by & mgeting held by Cosas, Joined
in & sympathy boycott, ss well as in proteat
st the arrest of 32 africean scholsrs en routs
to the unveliling of Solomon Mshlangu's
tombstone. Their attemspt ko call » mass
boycatt by the 33 DD0 students in the township
vas unsuccessful,

I FOCUS ON HATAL AFRICAN EDUCATION BOYCOTY

Kwa Fashu, a Etownship to the north of Durban
but delineated within KwaZulu, wes the firat
end only area in whieh the afrigan schoola

boyeott grew, degplite the gtate and [nkaktha's
sttempts to conmtrol it.

01.05 1 SN0 african scholars from Rzuvele
Secondary Schopol in Kwa Fashu marched
ko Tsibonelo High, intending to encoursge other
schools in the tbwmship to Join Eham in the
boyeott. HAlot police intercepted them and,
operating on a *givide to rule'" policy, thay
separated the scholars into threes groups aleno
the rallway line opposite Isibonelo. The
scholare dispersed under a hall of stones that
worTe IEportedly thrown by passengers from
trains and onlookers (Daily News, 01,05).
Private and police cars, &s well as
The police followed
the scholars; Firing on them with krargas.

Putco buges ware dameped.

A lootinn spree book place in the township
latar that dny. & township spokesperson didn't
believe that ochplars wore responasible for the
stoning and looting incidentas = "There sre bad
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elemants who are provoking thess stteacka.
And soms of the children ceught up in the
havoc are simply following suit. Out tha
majocrity are trying to keep it non=violent',
he said (ON, 02.05).

A section ur.thi marching column (430
people) headed for Or Oube High.
parson for the Fwalulu Education Decartment
reported btheat when Dube scholars refused to

A spokes-

Joln them they stoned windows of the school,
This school was Finenced by an Urban Foundation
loan to KweZulu (Watal Rercury, 02.05).

Anothar contimcent of the column walkad
to nearby Newlands East, hoping to link wp
with coloured collespues: Howevar, thay
allegedly found the latter in their clasa=
rogms,; 8o returned.

At the ocutset of the boycott the police
called on the support of the KwaZulu governmant

to intervens LIn order to contral the boycott
eltuation.

02.05 Police srrests of students totalled 50,
but this included both Chatduworth and

Kuwa Fashu scholars in separetsa Lfncidents.

They were later released into the custody of

their pgarents.

INEATHA'S INITIAL RESPONSE
Inkatha made the aame call as the state with
regard to tha boycottby

the scholara must
taturn to school, They should refrain From

tha boycott which Inkatha described as extremes,
violent action,; in opposition to the movemeni's
non=wviolent strategy. 1In its axﬁlnnutinn of
the cause of the boycott; Inkatha resorted ko
gimilar scapegoats as the state: outsiders,

agitators, ond troublemakers.

02.05 MNdlovu; Asasistant Secretary for

Education in KwaZulu, called on
scholars to keep calm and go back to school.
They shoulod states any grievances they have,
but limit themselves to dlalogue. They should
not becomes involved in the struggles of
teachers and other groups; and he smphasised
the seriousness with which his department
would regard their belng incited by coloured
snd indian students (WM, 02.05).

Followlng this sdmenition, Ohlomo,
Hinister of Education and Culture in KwsZulu,
pralsed thres schools for refusing to be
intimidated and for following the (Inkathas)
President's policy of noneviolence (DN, 02.05).
Theas ssmss schools later came out in supporct
of the boycott.

Buthelezi sympathised with the grieveances
of coloured and indian students and scholars,
but celled on africen scholars and students
to remain uninvolved = thereby ignoring that
they shared common grisvances. He arguad that
thay must discipline themsslves LFf thay
wantsd to svoid Falling into the hands of
black end white extremists (Sunday Times,
04.05).

BH.DE. Several thousend african scholars from
four high schools in Kwa Mashu and one
gach in Umslazi and Lamontville gethered at a
KwaMashu cinema snd declded to continue their
boycott in defiance of pleas by KwaZulu and
Inkathe officials. A student spokesperson
maintained that the Kwalulu government was
powstless, could achiwve nothimg on thelr
bahalf;, and that It was merely a "poask
office' for the central government. Thay,
therefore,; would pursus their own struggle

sgainat the sducaktion system in which clearly

the states and Inkatha were closely sssoclated.’
Inkatha's response was muted in tha face

of such b latant rejection.
5 Mtolo, the mayor of Kwa Mashu and &

| member of Inkatha's Central Committem, aseid

ha regretted the pupliles declslion tn'pirlilt
with the boycott, ODhlomo refused to comment
(MM, 10,08).

14,05 Parenkte, tII;hl£l| scholars and atudents
met in a Kwe Mashu cinema to discuss the

_beyeott, Ihl 1 000 parsnts prasent condemned -

Bantu Bducation and alected & ﬁlrlnti'

committes to support the pupils and students

in thalr desands. The nrll“lﬂﬂ;l warel

‘anforced uniformej lack of qualified teachersj

inadequate schoocls end overcrowded conditlons;

poor sporting and other facllities, No

threat wes made to withdraw thelr consumer

and worker powst by african parents in

Ourban, which contraats strongly with

coloured and indisn comsunities nationslly.

fne parent described Bamtu Educatlon

since its inception in 1953, =8 changing only

in name; but assentieslly mtill inferior and

racial educetion. This snalysis is ineccureste

in one important respect = "Inkatha® in all

KwaZulu schools since 1979 (ass bex balow).

JAMKATHA AND EOUCATION.
Recent trends indicate that Inketha aims
to be absorbed intoc the sxistihg structures
of powser with South Africa's capitalist
sconomys The Inkatha Institute reveals a
drive towards the incorporatiom of Inkatha
into s position of power in planning and
implensntation of reforalst chenge in South
i Africe In various Tields,; This was demonstrated
( in the sconomlic sphars at a recent mesting
~aof the Pinstown and New Gearmany Chambar of
| Industries, Buthelezi called for the forging
of partnership links with industrislists,
Becauss of the way in which Inkatha has
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defined itself =s s politicel force, we find
that in eartain instances stats strategles
and Inkatha strategiss ars comnlemsntary.

The Inkatha Inatitute signifiss a culmination
paint in Inkatha's development politically,.

Inkatha politiclans freguently uase the
concept of "liberstion strugole' rhetorically.
What Inkatha ssans by liberation struggle
ressine ill-definad by tham, Howavar, in
the light of ths above, Inkatha's struggle
appesars refTormist in neature = a struggle for
the redistribution of powsr snd wealth
within the existing confines of existing
relatione,

-An sducatlon systesm is s dominant
ideological apparatus through which tha
idean, valuss and norms of the ruling claass
ars transmitted. In 1979 Inkaths was in a

pesition of strength in relation to exploiting

the avenues of ldeocloglioal inmsrtion in
Kwaiulu schools.: "Inkstha® was introduced as
& 1 hour per wesk cospulsory subject at all
levels of schooling, The Inkatha eyllabus is
a far=reaching and all smbracing attespt at -
preparing KwaZulu school children for their
frole in the liberation struggle®™. The
satablishaent of & syllabus with its emphasis
on the Youth Brigede clearly is an attespt
ta provide the youth with gvenuss for
channsling growing political awarsnsss and
the need for political participation and

, involvements It is Intended; sisultansously,
to draw thea into Inkatha structurea,

The inculcation of Inkatha ldsology is
implampnted in verying concentrations and
complaxities from "Sub=A' to Form V. Thias
calculated attempt at mobilising strong and
unifised black youtha in support of Inkatha
pimes i# carried through specifically set out
content coursss. They sre:

Inketha,

History of Black Africa,
African culture,

Modern 1ife styles,
Environmental studies,
Aeligious studiem.
Practicele,

Tha content of sach courss provides
insight inte Inkatha's dirsction, Tha
"Inkatha" section deals meinly with the history
of the movement, orgenisational structurs,
significance of the constitution, discipline
and eonduct of Inkatha msembars; rols of

lasadears and led, role of the Youth Brigads
-:: the importance of ralliss,; lsadership and

training,

Tha "Rodern life styles™ ssction
develops thinking along the nesds and
prebleas of rursl and urben 1life; Africa and

sconomic development and the need Ffor african
business snterprise,

"Practicals" include singing and dance,
and self defeanca, among other acktivitiaes,

The naturs of Inkatha idsology to which
the youth are sxposed is mediated partly by an
sppeal through traditional customs and norms,
Through the Inkatha Syllabus; Inkaths
attempts to mould and hacness the bleaeck
youth into the force nasded for the strategy
of Inkatha developed by the petty bourgeois
and coneecvative traditionmal leaderahip
in KeaZulus

A parent ergued that Jentu Education (G£)
is an educetion of domestice and lebourers and
not to Eraln men end women to teke thelr
rightful place in the future of South Africa.
Another parent spokae dttpirlgingly, guestioning
which gﬂvl:nﬂlﬂt-uul in controls "ike arae told
that the KwaZulu govarnment Ls our government
but yet wa Find that It has no power'. This
is a siolilar assertion to that made. ot thes
previcus student mesting and the challenge that
Huthelezl, Inkathe end KwaZulu were determined
to disprove by attempting to conktrol the
boycott.

Tha parants wvere sdemant that thare were
no agitetors behind ths boycobt, but rather
legitimate nrisvances volced over the years.

12.05 The boycott had, by this times, 1007
participation in Kwa Mashu, but waa
minimally supported elsewhers in KesZulu
(5 schools were involved in Umlazi snd enly
one known to be boycotting in Lesmontville).
Parents and the majority of scholars In
Umlazi wers ssid to be oppossd to ths
disrupticon of classes by the boycott, The
five Umlazl schools meintein they wera
parsuaded agalnst their will to joln the
boycott (MM, 13.05).
scholarca lttihdinq schools in Umlazi

Even KEwa Mashu

_non-violent strategy.

attom;itod to catch bhmir treins, but were
picketed by scholars and prevented from doing
80 on 14,05, Clearly different responses
wEra articulated by Kwa Feshu and Umlazi
coemunities. !imlozi represents more of
an Inkathe stronphold then Kea Moshu. It is
sunoested that an examinatlon of the clasas
sbructure of the two bownships may throw
soma light on the diffecent responses,
pechops revealing Kwe Fashu as having @

broader -urklnb class base then Umlaezi.

1HKATHA'S RESFOHSE
Hather than attsck the underlying causas of the

" mass dissstisfaction, a conspiracy theory was

sdopted as =n l:pllnltiuﬂ.lnﬂ s strategy
of stamping ouwt the boycott at all costs
followsd, '

Threats wace made hintiﬁq that Zulu snger
might ominously overatep the bounds of &
Inkatha's target was
® !ist of spitators who were 'orchestrating'

o challenge to Inkatha's powsr. For an
orgenisstion th-é sspires to bo non—-ethnically
hn;ﬁd_thr description of thsass .scapegoats

was racist snd sthnic in nature. It was
emphasised that Inketha has » strestegy For

the liberation struggle, although it was naver
#laborated, However, it was asserted that
this blueprint does net include an education
boycott nor recognises the leadarship of

‘children'.

12.05 A 4 1/2 hour debate, 2 1/2 hours behing
closed doois and 2 hours in public, wvas

held on the boycott in the KwaZulu 1-giilltiﬁl

Asgembly (KLA). 3uthelezi threatensed to

ad journ tha KLA so thet Inkatha could deal

with people who ware orgenising snd agitating
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smong africen school children in Kwa FMashu.
? A statement of this nature indicates
the interssting relstionship betwssn Inkaths
end the KLA; as wall as highlighting a
mygtificatory analysis of tha real causes of
ths boycokbt.

Buthelezi listed thoss "agitators' as -
including: ‘'pundits from Amssrvoir Hills'
(an indian residential area); "intellectuals
from tha University of Durban=iWestville ond the
dlack Fedical school'j "sctivists sltting inm
white newspaper offices’ = he specified
reporter Subramoney, then of the Jaily Hews,
who was warned by a KLA membar that he must
be very careful because he was very close to
the Indian Dcean and that the Inkatha current
was very strong.

This resnonse wes slicited because
Subramonay was the only reporter not rejected
by Kwa Fashu scholaras at a meekting when black
Ilanga reporteats watre chased out. I

Buthealezl included three black lawyers
in his list of agitatora. He argued that bthay
were soliciting funds oversess to defend cases

Y
q r.i
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Or Oscar ﬂhlﬂll'.llﬂrltl!F gensral of Inkatha, Chief MG Buthslezi,
and Mr Gibeon Thuls, Inhﬂthn'- urban representative in tha Transvaal.

arlaing out of tha boycott. The lawyers

wers namsd by Assembly membars as fixengs, courtesy and sailes that you ses on thes face He insisted that they wers "met prapared

Poswa and Skwayiya, who wers decried as of the Zulu thers is an anger the like of . to be led by children', that 'we do not belisve

Xhoss-spasking, Transkeisn scavengers. which does not exist in any othar group in that children have ths intsllesct to devise
These sgitetors were said to bs non= this country'. After this display of strategies under which the Black man (aic) fis

fulu, "politicel opportunists', "paid imbecliles' chaueinism, an Assembly mesber crudsly. to be liberated'. He referred to 'our foolish

and an "extresNatslian radical faction' who assured that "we will go and get tham®, children ... being led by instigptors, ace

sent their children to slits Swazilend schools. Education and Culture Minister Ohlomo bresking down the very structures which thair

Their motivetion, according to Buthelezl, was stated that the government knew of snd parents have swssted to put up'.

to '"challengs the Zulu people through Inkstha', sympathised with the grisvances of 'the This tectic to drive a wedge between

The Assembly members slaborated further, saylng students. In ract, they were part snd parents and students/scholars was freguently

that the instigators 'think thes Zulus ars parcel of the liberatlion struggle being : sxploited by Inkatha during ths boycott,

sasy prey, and they want to 'convince the world wagad by Inkaths. He argued th.t.lﬁt.lﬂ: Dhlomo introduced & resolution strongly

that the youth was spurning ths lesdership has a "clear strategy' of which 'the .uifninq parents supporting the boycott,; and -

of Inkatha'. Butheleszi thrsatened: "I wish boycott of classes and the bresking down of scholara not re=registering at schools on

to issus this warning, Behind the facads of school buildings is not » part'. 'Sundmy, 18.05, end ' back in classes on Monday,




that they would be '"severely dealt with', Umlazi supporters of Inkatha had Tormed m Kwa Mashu councillor, was also attacked by
Justificatory and self-=legitimating self-appointed impli guard at the gates the angry women fTor the same ressons

comments wers thrown to the community: "we pravious svening and during the meeting These incidents serve as a Forceful

must not be blamed for any action we take... marched around the outeside wall, Inkatha warning to those who opposed Inkatha's

we must not be blemed if we lose patisnce”. officials were apparently disappointed at wishas, whilst at the same time bolstering

It is through comsents such as the sbove that the poor turn-out of Ews Mashu supporters "Buthelezi's image s®s & moderate man,

the mask of & so celled non-viclent stratsgy for this task, Tha aim of the impi was to

dropa, and Inkatha is sxposed in a violent safeguard thelr chairman who sdmitted that INKATHA RALLY SPEECHES,

and repressive organisatlonal light, favouring he had had a threat to "teer (him) to Buthelezl saintained that KwaZulu and Inkatha
reformist change,. . threads if (he) came to Kws Mashu', placed 'education as a priority', and that

It was decided thst ths 130-strong Significantly absent from the mesting 'no other race group faces as snormous an
Assembly sttend a mesting of residents, were 500 student and scholar boycotters who obstacle' of disadventsge in this fieldy
parants and scholars at the soccer stadium held their own gathering at the cinesa, The henca, while baliewing in the 'oneness of

in Kwa Mashu on Sunday 18,05, at 8 am, South African security police sscorted tue blacks', (ha guoted participation of Inkatha

After the Asaembly all the Durban members student delegates to the atadium with a in the 5A Bleck Alliance as evidence of thie,

laft for home, and sttempted to diffuse request that Buthelezl address this separate yat so far members had not called on Inkatha

trouble in the township. Methods of mestings They were rafused by Mr fthethwa, to sdopt  common strategy in the boycott),

achisving this aim were not defined, the minister of justice in KwaZulu, who called on black scholars, rathsr than staying

12,05 In presparation for the rally, the declarsd that it wes not Zulu tradition for away from lessons, to 'get as much sducation
Kwalulu government msads statements and, youth to spproach thelir elders with such a that is available as possible; This is Far

with the help of Inkaths members, distributed demand, and that furthesrmors it would not | better than no educetion at sll". Buthelezil

pamphlets calling for: attendance at the be granted becsuse they had all been invited walidated this stance to scholars by

stadium meeting, compliance with the de= to attend the ons big function, After axplaining: *Everyons of you who perseveras

reglstration drive, and & tough expulsion reporting back to students and scholars through school into high school haa before

threst if all did not return to school on one of the latter returned to say that you the possibility of lesading a libezation

Monday, 19.05. they would still not come to the stadium batallion in tha sarket place and in the

because they Feared being assaulted, factories', He did not contemplats the

16,05 600 students met at the Kwe Mashu A 200-strong ispl, wislding knobkierieas, slternative that schooling attempts te
cinema to plan their strategy for the spears and knives, marched from the stadium train a pesssive, disciplined pepulation and

fortheoming stadium meeting, KuaZulu officisls to confront the students and scholarse but workforce,

trisd to break up the gathering. Police police intervened, The same impi, after He reitarated his perception of a

dispersed thes crowd with teargss, but not repaatedly harassing a religlous minister, "total onslaught against Inkatha' by

before the students had relessed ths handbrake Mr MNbambo, for allegedly being behind the "scrawny, scraggly, tettered cockersls,

of a KwaZulu official's car which subsequently boycott, eventually stormed the stage st the new inclusion being the trade union movement,

crashed, stadium, to which tha minister had besn
called to speak.: The impl asasulted him.

dancing to the tune of pied pipers from an

. international band orchestrated by no-good
18,058 10 000 people (it is disputed to be Inkatha officials and police had to rescus cleries (the churches Joined his list of

half this figurs) attended the rally him, Buthelezi was seen to reprimand the agitators), snd long-haired intellectusls®,
at the Prince Mapogo stadium in Kwa Mashu, impls During the procesdinge, & Ms Mnguni, a amongat whom he specified the "brave new




left writing Merxist enalysis on Inkathas's
tole's He once agaln warned the opposition
to Inkatha thit although he was parsonally
committed to non-violence the anger of the
people may result in creckad skullas,
Finally ha belittled protest politics,
the "stupidity of school boycotting' which
‘glamoured for the white bamss to give us

bettar gnndli-'. Howavar, he certalnly did
not snvisege 1ts replacement by revolutionary
paolitice; and the question of how exactly
Inkathas intende to achlewe social change
remaing, .
Or Dhlomo, KwaZulu "inister of Education
and Culture provided the apology for KwaZulu's
provision of poor education and emphasised its
redesming hard-won features, Hecause of
KwaZulu's stand agalnst independence Lt
F'B-l'-d no assistance From the central
govarnmenk: hence Tunding was short and
relied on parent contributions. Howsver

Kwafulu was against Bantu Education, It had
reduced sothar tongue instruction and ha
announced that Matriculation and Standard 8
sxaminations would be written under tha

NMatal Education Department rather than the
Mational Education Uspartments This raformist
approach Fails to critically asseses the
quality and content of white education, which
It attempts to adopt,

Dhloma sxcused the overcrowding of
classes by mentioning that many Johannesburg
students had besn snrolled after the Sowsto
schooles boycott of 1976 (Natal Mercury,
19,06,680).

1905 With Inkatha's encouragement to stop
the boycott at all costes and Umlazi's
record of minimal fnvolvesent in the stay

away from classes; residents assaulted Kuas
Hashu students allegedly brought to vocational
schools In Umlazi to persusde scholers thers
to withdraw From lessons,

Feanwhila in Kwa Fashu tha minister of
Justice, with the support of Kwa Mashu
councillors, attempted to arcange police
protection Ffor scholars who might want to
return to school. Later, on 22,05; a Fow
Kwa flashu parents armed with sticks and
knobkiaries routed boycotting scholara,
gome of whom were Forced back to classes,
This is the First reported lnastance whare
Kwas Mashu parents acted overtly against thelr
childran, and it appeerad to lnvalvae &
minapity of Inkatha supporters.

M HA Amdid N E ADD -

In an address to the &th annual conference

of Inkathe, Buthelezi sdmitted the
organisation's failure in its responsibilities-
it had so fer been unable to contain the

school boycotts and undlisciplined scholars,.
From this experience, he sald, Inkatha

should learn some lessons, He outlined two
possible Future strategies,

Firatly he proposed the closing of
Ngoys University and opening & new onm, &

*trus university of tha people of KuaZulu',
This would stop students being subjected

to tuition by academice whose aims conflicted
with thosa of Inkatha, Buthelezi, as Chancellor
of this institution; and dus to prealide at

tha fortheoming graduation on Saturday, 24,05,
had been warned by the boycottlng studenta
through their S5AC spokesman, not to arcrive
accompanied by an entourdge of Inkatha

membars in uniform and bearing arms. When

he ignored this warning and approached the

and arsons After the meeting thes SAC president

univarsity with an impi, students attempted
to pravent thelr entry In & scens of vioclence

was asasulted; Finally the students ealled on
Buthelezl to rosign sas Chancellor st s studant
body meating the following week,; on 27,05; Ha
refused, indicating that he was not appointed
by the students hut'-luntid by the university
Council and would sse out his T=year term
'as & service to blocke' (Dally News, 28,08.80).
sacondly,; he Llnalsted,
it is time for Inkatha to sstablish
troining camps where, branches and regions
are schooled in the employsent of anger
in an orderly Tashlons.:s.toc be able ko
control riote,.ssto conduct meetings in
the middle of chaos which othar people
try to create. YWe nesd to tone up our
miscles so that the dove of peace alts
sasily on the spsar',
He Lls clearly refercing to training impis and
to the sstablishment of a peremilitary Torce.
He had previously defended the ispis' roles
in the stedium msating whan they wers accusad
nr-dllﬂrdnrlr conducts He proclaimed them an
integral pact of Iulu tradition and the Zulu
nation (Natal Mercury, 20,05.80),
KA NEKATHA DIRECTIVES.
A directive was sent from Ulundi ordering
all |ﬁhulurl to be back in school by Friday,
23,05; Principals were snlisted to hand ower
namps of those still boycotting by this date
to the KwaZulu Department of Education and
Cultures
The deadline for rltﬁrninq to school
was sxtended to Friday, 30.05, and Buthelezi
teleased Pigures to the Assembly that showed
a marked increase In Kwa Mashu schoaol
attendances The Natal Witness (29,.05.B80)
howsver, still reported it to be below 50K,
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A faw schools sdmitted that less Lthan a
quarter of scholars were present (Mzuvela and
Isibonela where the boycott first began were
amgngat theses latter), The CHlanga School

scholars had that day walked aut sn masss
dus to discrimination againat them by the
staff, :

The thrests Buthelezi now Lssued

incressad in.magnitude, Boycotting scholars
no longer had intimidation as &n eaxcuas, for
instance, as Inkatha officisle and a few
Kwa Mashu parents guarded students wanting
to attend the Mzuvels =chaol, He could na
longar give them grace,; he ssidy; and thay
would Face inetant diamisssl.

ANKATHA ABDUCTION. )
268,05 11 studenta (some from Fzuvele High)

88 wall as a Tew peopl® known to be
non=students (at least ? were workers), waerse
forclbly removed from thelir homes by a group
of adult sale Inkatha membars late on the
svaning of 28,05, Some were initially taken
to the garage of Henghu, & KwaZulu WP,
ostensibly for interrogation, All were latar
ssammbled at C Section Hall in the presence
of the Regional Secretary of Inkatha, Mr
Ajwars, end & Kwa fashu councillor and
Inkatha member; Mr Mkize, who wers to
accompany them to Ulundi.

Thay were loaded into a kombl in the
aarly hours of 29,05; and deposited at the
Inkatha offices for a lecturs on Inkatha and
its role in the liberation struggle, and then
led into the Legislative Assembly of KwaZulu,.
Hecre they were announced as instigators of
the boycott and wers reguired to explain the
ressons behind continuing the boycotts
Significantly, they wars not asked to

slaborate on the grievances motivating the
boycotts They were than handed over to &
Fajor in the Kwalulu nnlicnrnrél ko be
'spoken to' and For protective custody,

On their return to Kwa Mashu thay wers
forced to attend an Inksths seeting at
C Section Hall, where their nenes, addresses
and schools wers noted to show how secicus
the membera ware in cerrying out the threats
they made: to destroy their homes, assault
them and their relatives, and ensurs they
Hirl.ﬂltliﬂld- These warnings have since
.jl bean implemented ageainst some 47 the
students and thalr familiss, The detention
of a few of tha same students shows especially
the close assoclation between Inkatha and the
state In repressing the boycott.

Buthelmzil described in the Assambly how
a8 counter-attack had been staged by Gugulsbashe
school studenta in Hea Mashu when thay were
urged ta joln the boycott. Because of such
intimidation he found it necessary to go
back oan previous directives = absent students
would not necessarily be expelled, However,
thoese not sitting for half-yearly exasinatlions
would not be sccepted in schools in KwaZulu,

Buthelezl and the Assembly menagasd to
identify further "eqitstors'y Fort Hare
students had Joined the Medical School
students and; disgulsed im balacleva cap8,
were stopping students trying to go to
classas, An unidentified white man was
sald to be paylng students R10 sach a day
For staying out. The S5AP and BOSS were
prabably responsible, they claimed, because
they refused to take strong action againat
students, The latter's neglect spurred
Buthelezl to introduce, under the Police
dill, the nesd for Keafulu to have an

independent police and sescurlity police
forces 1t seems that they would be
commissioned to do a better Job than tha

etate forces were cepasble of,

02,06 = 07,06 Open violence engulfed Ewua
Mashu, harassment and sssault being
conducted by roaming groupe, largely adultms
alloged to be Imkatha supporters. The
viclence was aimed against boycotting
students. Fany of the studente required

medical trsstment at the local polyclinic,.
Attorneys intervened on the students" huhnlri
requiring police to halt the rampage of
?assaulta. Me Fnguni, widely known to have
challenged Inkatha over its boyecott stand,
after being personally assaulted at tha
stadium meating hed stones pelted at har
homa, There ware other incidents of similar
Intimidation,
On the other siday; the Inkatha office
"was the site of an arson attack, A Kwalulu
AP, Mr Bhengu, felt it essentisl to establiash
an impi guard at hiles garage after it had bean
set Tire to., He blamed ANC=inspired vouth and
sdults for the attack on Inkatha supporters.

08.06 5 000 people, including Labour Party

leaders, esttended &8 prayer maating mk
the Prince FMegogo Stadium,

INKATHA SPEECH.

Conacious of Inkatha's weakness in the face of
mess boycott actiony Buthelezi vasd this
opportunity to discredit thes ANC, Ha
distinguished betwean the irrelevant frings
strategy for liberatlion conducted by the
exiled ANC, and Inkatha's claimed mandate by
the people to wage the liberation struggle.




He desoribed the ANC as ths oldest libasrstion
movemsnt in Southern Africa, yst its dresms
and efforts had not borne frult, 1t could
not hops to adequatsly communicats with the
masses nor intimidate the white minority by
an Lsolated refinery attack, howsver much
publicity it received, whereas Inkatha could
marshall consumsr and worker power fTor
change. He did not try to identify when
Inkatha has, or will, pursus this power
atruggle.

Students and scholars would only
understand the supeciority of Inkatha's rola

in the liberstion struggle if they continued
with their education, It was up to students

to come to him with realistic concrete

schames of how to schieve reform,: He

sat out only two optlons For the |t=ung1-¥
radical changes of the lnnln-tnnuan and
political aystem of South Africe, and survivel
in suffering., They are naot sltacnatives,
-aggording to Buthalezi, Those who refuss the
sscond ehallenges have no right to respond

to the Firet,

10.06 The KwaZulu government sent s circular
ta scheal poinelpale whilech thay had to
read thres times to scholars in the morning
assembly. It reasserts the Kwalulu government's
o joctlion of Bantu Educatlion,; and esphasises
thair awarensss of students' legitimate
gerisvances,; 1t polnts sut that the Zulus .
have moved Furtherast away from Bantu
Education becauss of action taken by the
Kwaiulu governmant, However, it once sgaln
#ejects boycott sction. It outlines a
resclution passed in the Asssmbly this year
to appoint a commission of sngquiry to do away
with the phlilosophy underlying Bantu Education,
This would be subsumed under the Buthelezi

.:ﬂIIIltlﬂn {which has a ressarch institute

attached) to consider the collective destiny
of all the psople in Natals One of i1ts tasks
would ba to study the sddostion system, The
acceptance of Inkatha's constitutional
proposals fﬁt-ﬂltll by the wider community
pracccuplied Buthelezi durlng the baoycott
pariod, and is likely to dominats Inkatha

strategy in the future. It would be interesting-

to pursus the influsnce this had on thes
movemant's conservative atand in the boycokk,

16,06 A spate of violence ensued in Kwa

l‘aghu, 77 buses were stoned, six bus

drivers were injured, 3 robbed, anc 40

Administration building windows smashed,
sllagedly by youths in Kwa lashu, G5ix
youkhsg -'pi‘;r:-it-d in connection wikh theaze
Anothar three buses were stoned
the fuiluuing day, bringing the total to BOD,
60 of which bslonoed to Putco,
estimated at R7 000.

No onalysis was undectoken by Inkaths of

iﬂﬂiﬂ-nt!¢

Damage was

growing student frugtration. Despite their
continued boycott protest, the struggle for
change was being l!ntﬁ;tlﬂ hy tha combinod
farces af tha gtakte and Inkotha. Mathor,
debates on strategies for chonge wers confined
to the highar echelons of the KwaZulu
Leglsletive Assembly.

23.086 Im the light of boycott sctiom it was
sungested, ot the Inkatha annual
confaranca, that the Hatal Africen Teachers®

* Union co=ordinates workshops to explore possible

improvemsnts in the gquality of ndunltlen.

Youth Preparedrness programmes in which, l.lmnq.-t
other input, would be lessons in self-defence,
and parsnt-teachers associastions to improwve
coamunication would bes discussed. Beslidas

being an enguiry into prlvlﬁtltlul raform,
it could be that Inkatha was sttempting ko
assure, through thess p.l.‘lﬂl-gl.'_-'lll beatter
control aver students, parents, and teacheras
for tha future,.

03.07 Every conceivable pressurs was
utilised to get students to return to

classes on the first day of the third term.
The Hatal Medical School snd the University of
Durban=Westvilles had gone back on 30.06, and
the coloured and indisn schools boycott was
terminated nationally at the beginning of
July . _

In Kwa Fashu studsnts resolved to
continue as:thalr demesnds had mat with no -

responsa, On thes other heand, principals
decided to sit down and talk with students

in a degperate attempt to return to "nocmal'.
The battle of Forces = the boycotbing students

" versus Inkethe snd the stete — faded in Natasl

whan classes wers eventuslly resumed, It
continues smong afcicen students in the
Hestern Caps, Eastern Caps and tha Drangs Fres
State.

CONCLUSION

The boycott of black educetional institutions
in Hotal highlighted the limitations of student
boycott by itself in tho face of stats powsr.
uf great value, howsver, was the 'crisis' of
a mass student boycott which forced Inkatha,
despite cloims of representing the youth,
workers and middle-clnss Interests, into -
reavealing & reactionacy tendency in this
situstion, Inkatha weas unable to respond
poaitively tn the student struggle, offecing
no concrete alternntive; and 1ﬁ s e jected
position rovesled these reformiast and
‘conservetive tendencies.






