
At mentioned above. atudente at Onverwacht 

ujore reported t o have attacked the l o c a l 

po l ice e t a t i o n on July 1 1 9 1980 . The S ta r 

newepoper of t h a t data reported the inc ident 

i n t h i a wayi 

A policemen waa etabbod and a woman ehot 
when schoolchi ldren at Onverwecht 
Battlement naar Thaba Nchu at tackad tha 
p o l i c e e t a t i o n yeeterday* 

About*600 e h i l d r a n boycotted the e ight 
school * i n the set t lement and a t about 
9aa moved through tha a t r a e t e s e t t i n g 
• l i g h t v e h i c l o e , a ehop and plundering 
two other shops, tha D l v i e l o n e l Inspector 
o P o l i o e i n tha Free S t a t e , Colonel 
I - . . a *ior s a i d * 

The crowd than moved to tha sna i l p o l i c e 
outpost and confronted the pol lcesan on 
duty* The policeman waa etabbed w i t h e 
k n i f e and while unconscious was robbed 
of h is f l r e a » f f Colonel r i e h a r s a i d * 

A shot was f i r e d w i t h the f i rearm end 
• black woman waa wounded. Pol ioe 
r e t r i e v e d the pol lceman'a gun* About 
20 youtha ware e r r e s t e d * 

Reeentment against Uwaqwe Chief '" ' in ieter , 

Kenneth tiopeli, eurfsced e t Onverwacht on 

Sunday. September 14, whan he eddreeaad a 

crowd of about 2 000 * t the resett lement 

Two man, armed w i t h e p e t r o l bomb end 
revolver* ware arraetod by 
BophuthaTswana ( 7 ) Secur i ty P o l i o e w h i l e 
the Chief M i n i s t e r of Qwaqwa, Chief TK 
Mope l l , wae addreeaing a crowd of 20 000 
St t h f Onverwacht resett lement camp near 
ThabS N c h u * * * . * * . 

The two men, who were apparent ly 
dleguieed ee women* wars ar rested 
amid e t r i c t secur i ty pracautione to 
pro tec t Chief r lopel l e f t e r rumoure of 
s possib le assass inat ion attempt 
agalnat him a t the m e e t i n g * * * . * * 

Chief ftopeli proceeded w i t h h ie apsech 
and i n an in terv iew yeatenJey said hs 
would continue t o move among h is people 
without f e a r , ee they were in h ie 
p r o t e c t i o n * ( S t a r , 1 8 . 0 9 * 8 0 ) . 

Rents: 
Soweto 
IN PREVIOUS ed i t iona of Mork In Progress 

i t has been euggeeted t h a t * i n add i t ion to 

factory f l o o r issues* there a r e 'community1 

c o n f l i c t a end matters which are of d i r e c t 

concern t o working c laae organ isa t ion (eae 

f o r exomple the e d i t o r l e l e in WIP 12 and 1 3 , 

tha cont r lbut ione on bue boycotta in WIP 13* 

and tha debete on prograeeive community 

organisat ion which i s continued i n t h l e 

e d i t i o n ) . In the a r t i c l e t h a t f o l l o w a , t h l e 

queation l a explored In r e l e t i o n to rente 

i n urban a f r i c a n townehipe. 

I n elmoet a l l Treneveal townehipe rente 

have recent ly r i s e n a h a r p l y i and in Soweto, 

for example, ren t peymente w i l l double 

between Auguat 1980 and A p r i l 1981* 

; 

ARE-fO 
F PA®! f 

> l 

XJ m 

Why are rente euch e con t rovers ia l and 

explosive issue in the townehipe? A f t e r e l l , 

payment f o r accomodation i e something mambera 

of the working c laae e r e burdened w i t h i n e l l 

c e p i t e l i s t s o c l s t l e e * To understand tha way 

In which tha payment of r e n t a l r e l e t e s to the 

whole e d m i n i a t r e t i o n and c o n t r o l of tha a f r l o a n 

working o l e e e , we have to go back to a t l e e e t 

1972 /73 , when the var ioue Bantu A f f a i r e 

Admin is t ra t ion Boarda were eet up by the s t a t e 

to r u l e and manage a f r i c a n townehipe outa lde 

of tha bantuatan a reas* before th ia period 

townehipe had baen under the c o n t r o l of l o c a l 

a u n i c i p e l e u t h o r l t i e e , end whi le t h l e form of 

e d m l n i e t r a t i o n wee d s f i c i e n t and unacceptable 

t o townehip r e e i d e n t e , ths re were eepeote which 

ware not • • hareh ee tha eubssquent r u l e of the 

e d m l n i e t r a t i o n boerde* 

A few munic ipa l i t ies , oubeldieed t h e i r 

dormitory townehipe, both d i r e c t l y and 

i n d i r e c t l y * For example, i n the l e e t yeer t h a t 

i t wae reeponaib le f o r adminis ter ing Soweto, 

the Johannesburg C i ty Counci l d i r e c t l y 

eubeidieed Soweto to the amount of R2**mi 

the re wee e lao an ' i n d i r e c t ' eubeidy in t h a t 

p a r t of the coat of townahlp a d m i n i e t r e t i o n . 

waa absorbed by the C i ty C o u n c i l ' s own 

dapertmente and a d m i n i e t r e t i o n * 

During 1972/73 the c e n t r a l government 

removed contro l of e f r i o e n townehipe from 

l o c a l e u t h o r l t i e e , and placed them d i r e c t l y 

under 22 newly eree ted Bentu A f f a i r e 

Admin ie t re t ion Boards (BAABs)t from then4 

on the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of a l l a f r i c a n 
i 

townships outslds of ths bantustene f e l l 

under theee boarde* 

Ths p r i n o l p l e t h a t ths BAABs were to 

be e e l f - f i n e n c i n g , end have no f i n e n e l e l oleim 

on the c e n t r a l s t a t e , wee enforced by the 

government. I n p r e c t l c e t h i e mesnt t h a t the 



BAABs wore expected to p r o v i d t a l l serv ices 

and In f ra—structure prev ious ly provided by 

the c i t y counci le or p e r i - u r b a n boards, v h i l a 

a t the same time Greet ing f i n a n c i a l s e l f * 

s u f f i c i e n c y * I n other words* most of the 

money required for the upkeep and development 

of a f r l c a n townships had to be provided by 

the res idents of those townships* 

Urban a f r l c a n townships conta in no 

business or i n d u s t r i a l cen t res ; nor do they 

have any of the other conventional bases 

for t a x a t i o n necessery f o r Municipal 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t i e s ! t h i s 

lack of a m a t e r i a l base on which to ground 

township a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s i t s e l f a r e s u l t 

of the p a r t i c u l a r way i n which c a p i t a l i s m took 

root and developed in South A f r l c s * and the 

manner in which the s t a t e has c o n t r o l l e d the 

working c laea and the c o n f l i c t s brought on 

by c a p i t a l i a t development* 

The absence of a f i n s n c i s l base for the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of townships has meant t h a t 

the 8AA8e* l i m i t e d by the necessi ty for 

f i n a n c i a l s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y * have r e l i e d for 

t h e i r major sources of income on rente from 

t rad ing s i t a e , houses and beds in municipal 

hos te ls * as - . 1 1 as on the sa le of beer and 

l iquor over which the BAAOe have maintslned a 

•onopoly* 

Thue for example the 1978/79 Meat ft end 

Admin is t ra t ion oard (JRA3) budget planned for 

en income of R75 200 Q00( the components of 

t h i s income were broken down as f o l l o w s : 

Housing r e n t a l 30 1S1 400 
Levies 10 777 000 
Sale of beer 16 300 000 
Sale of l i q u o r 16 800 000 
Sport s tc 525 000 
Gsneral income 660 000 

(Source: Survey of Reco Re la t ions i n South 
A f r i c a , 1978*337* SAIRR) . 
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( L e v i s s invo lve amounts_paid by employers to 

the Bsntu A f f a i r e Admln is t rs t ion Boards, and 

a r e ca lcu la ted in r e l a t i o n to the number of 

a f r l c a n workers employed* whether the workers 

are housed by the employer or not* and whether 

the na ture of the work performed i e domestic 

labour or i n d u s t r i e l / c o m m e r c i e l ) * 

As can bs *een* almost the t o t s l vlflAB income 

wsa dsr ived frost r e n t a l s * l e v i e e end sa le of 

l iQuor and bear . This heevy f i n a n c i a l 

dependence of the 8AA8s on the se le of 

a l coho l l a r e f l e c t e d in the percentage 

which t h i s income comprised of t o t a l income 

f o r the year ending March 3 1 * 1977t 

Boerdi Income frow alcohol__aq_lc_ft 
as * of t o t a l income: 

URAB 
•fsstsrn Transvaal 
Southern Tronevaal 
Northern Tranavaal 
Hlghveld 
Peninaula 
Midlands; 
Northern Cape 
Drakenaberg 

40* 
66S 
55). 
63£ 
55* 
46Ji 
53* 
53S 
66% 

(Sourcei Survey of Race Re la t ione i n South 
A f r i c a * 1978*338. SAIRR)* 

This depsndance on the sa le of beer and 

a p i r i t e proved to be f i n a n c i a l l y d iaaaterous 

for the BAABe eubeeruant t o the r e b e l l i o n s of 

1976 end 1977* 8AA8 bu i ld ings i n genera l , and 

b o t t l e a toree end beer h e l l e in p a r t i c u l a r * 

were f requent ta rgeta f o r atone throwing and 

araon a t t a c k s , end i t eeems t h a t s t tacks 

on l i q u o r o u t l e t s r e f l e c t e d genera l resentment 

againat the l o c a l represen ta t i ves of e t a t e 

po l i cy (BAA8)* se w e l l ae the soc ia l e f f e c t a 

of a 'booze economy' encouraged by the boarda 

w i t h i n townships* Tor example* a l l URAB beer 

h a l l s * and a l l but one b o t t l e s t o r e * were 

deatroyad in the mass ac t ion which fol lowed 

theahoot inga on June 1 6 . 1976* The f i n a n c i a l 

1 e f f e c t of t h l a uas dramat ic : dur ing the 

197S-76 f i n a n c i a l y s a r . JftAB der ived a 

p r o f i t of R6 391 0u0 on beer and l i q u o r 

ee lee* by 1976-77 t h i e p r o f i t had dropped 

t o R3 444 000 (Survey of Race Re la t ione in 

5outh A f r i c a . 1977 t399 ) ; a c t u a l income from 

a lcoho l sa les during t h i s period dropped 

from R38-m to 322-m. 

I t can accordingly be *een t h a t the 

quest ion of rents in a township l i k e Soweto 

i s l inked to a whole a e r i e s of broader issues i 

thfi f inanc ing of townships* s t a t e po l i cy t h a t 

BAABe ehould be f i n a n c i a l l y e e l f - s u f f i c i o n t * 

the s i t u a t i n g of a f r l c a n classes in segregated 

r e e i d e n t i a l areaa wi thout commercial and 

i n d u s t r i a l e i t e s of any coneequence. the way 

in which consumption of l i q u o r and beer i e 

encouraged by the BAABe. e t c * 

Rent payments in a f r i c s n townehipa 

a c t u a l l y inc lude a number of d i f f e r e n t 

components, and the amount paid f o r each 

component goee up to make the t o t a l monthly 

rent b i l l * The term ' r a n t ' covere 

houaB rent* which auppoaedly e l lowe the 

BAABe to recover tha ooet of b u i l d i n g and 

maintenance! 

s i t e ren t * which i e meant to cover the coat 

of o r i g i n a l land purchase, acceaa roads, 

d ra inage , hea l th and ambulance s s r v i c e o , 

and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n coate i 

serv ice charges, which a r e meant to cover 

the coats of e l e c t r i c i t y , w a t e r , aswarage and 

rubbish removal! and 

s_._sg.hooIs levy* 

Tns 1977 rents lesua in Sowgto* 

By ths snd of 1976 i t waa c l e e r t h a t URA8 

waa e u f f e r i n g e eevere f i n e n c i e l c r l e i a f 

p a r t l y aa a r e s u l t of the dec l ine in income 

from the Soweto l i q u o r and beer t r e d e t t h i e 

had been brought about by the dea t ruc t lon of 

http://s_._sg.hoo
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b o t t l a etoroe and boerhel le I n the a f termath 

Of Juna 1976, What WSO previously a small 

surplus i n UftAB budget* had changad t o a 

d e f i c i t of R11-e» In tha propoaad 1977-78 

budget* and dRAB began r e c a l l i n g some of i t s 

ahort t a r n lnvestmsnts i n an attempt to 

o f f a a t l t a Immediate f i n a n c i a l o r i o l e * Tha 

board a lao approached tha Oepartmant of Bantu 

Admin is t ra t ion for a loan of R6-m* but In 

terms of tha governments > o l i e y that BAABo 

nust ba s e l f - f i n a n c i n g , only R1fS-m wee 

granted* 

In presenting tha 1977-78 budget tha 

WRAB chairman c le laed that i t would bo 

nacoaaary t o inorvaao s i t e and h o s t e l ren ta le 

to o f f a a t t h a d e f i c i t i n f inance . S i to ranta 

vara to ba increased f r o * R6 t25 t o R11*30 and 

tha coat of bads f o r tha 45 000 man houaad 

i n Soweto1s a l n g l a M « hoata la was a lso to 

r l s s * Soweto student laadara c a l l a d on URAB 

not to " repea t tha mistake M d a by c e r t a i n 

o f f i o i a l a of Bantu Education I n 1?76% and on 

A p r i l 23 a p u b l i c meeting o f Soweto raa idanta 

raaolvad not t o pay tha propoaad incrmaeoo* 

four daya l a t e r , on A p r i l 27* thouaanda 

of achoolchi ldron wars Joined by t h a l r paranta 

in an a n t i - r e n t s msfch through Soweto* A f t a r 

d iscussion between pol ice and laadara of tha 

So«ato Studanta Repfsssntet ive Council 

(SSRC)* p o l i c e ogrced not to in te rvene I n 

tha demonetrat lon, which marched on t o the 

UBC chambere at JamWlsni. Tha b u i l d i n g 

housing the U6C m a atoned* and pol ice 

broke up tha demonetisation w i t h taargaa and 

b u l l e t s . 

Tha SSRC iaeuad a pamphlet a e t t l n g out 

t h e i r e t t i t u d e on the propoaad rent increasot 

eJe want to make i t abundently c l e a r to 
tha URA8 a u t h o r i t i e s t h a t ws a r e elok t o 
t h a core of our h e e r t e of e l l these 

promised f a c i l i t i e s and improvevents 
bslng dsnglsd over our heada wi thout 
being implementad 
1 . Keve our psy ecelea been increased to 

meet the a l ready rocket ing coet 
of l i v i n g ? 

2 . Have our psy eoeles been increased 
to meet ths proposed rant increment? 

3 * The anewer i s NO of c o u r t s . 

The propoeed high ren te t h e r e f o r e w i l l 
be uaed f o r the f o l l o w i n g ! 
1 . Bui ld ing b o t t l e o toree* beer h a l l s , 

(The people r e g i s t e r e d t h e i r f e e l i n g s 
againat those* but s t i l l the WRAB which 
l e ' i n t e r e s t e d * i n our we l fare i s 
prspsred a t a l l costs to r e - b u l l d 
t h e * ) 

To the tfRAB we want t o moke I t very 
c leer that houaea from where people have 
bean ev ic ted w i l l never be occupied* 

Anyone found paying the propoeed 
increment , causing others -to be e v i c t e d , 
w i l l be dse l t w i t h accord ing ly * 

Ue appeal to our parente not t o pay the 
propoeed i n c r e m e n t s * . . * . 

Harassment o r no hmroeement, e v i c t i o n 
or no e v i c t i o n * 
VC BOYCOTT THE PR0P0SE0 RENT 1NCRENENT, 

(eourcet S ve Twala and 12 o t h e r s , 
e x h i b i t 3 1 5 ) . 

Demonetratore opposing the 1977 rent 
increase march through Soweto on t h e i r 
way t o t h e Urban Bantu Counol l Chambere* 

AS opposi t ion to the increases grew* then 

deputy min le te r of Bentu A f f a i r e * Wil lem 

Cruywagen* atepped i n t o tha arena i n an 

at tempt to take ths praaaure o f f UJRAB and 

the c e n t r a l government* He revsalsd t h a t as 

ea r ly as February 1977 the UBCe of Soweto* 

Oobaonvl l le end Krugersdorp had bean conaulted 

on the propossd ront increase* e's had the 

Plohlakeng and Bekkarsdsl Advisory 9oerde| of 

these, only the leat -mant loned had rafuaed t o 

support the increesee* Cruywagen claimed t h e t 

the U&Ca hed understood why the increeaea were 

unavoidable* and had agreed to them* 

To soms ex ten t , Cruywegenve t a c t i c wes 

successful i populer enger waa d i r e c t e d • 

towerdo the UBC i n Soweto* end the SSRC began 

a campaign to c loae down the UBC immediately* 

flembers of the UBC edmltted under pressure 

t h a t t h e / had known about the lnermeses s ince 

e a r l y i n 1977* but claimed that they had been 

t o l d by URAB t h a t they were merely being 

inforeied on the rent r i s e * not consulted* 
In c a l l i n g f o r tha r e s i g n a t i o n of UBC 

members, the SSRC argued t h a t 

"The f a c t t h a t they <U6C) were t o l d of 
the new rant increeeee aa e a r l y ee 
Februery end t h a t thsy have not mentioned 
t h i s t o the people who euppoeedly 
e lec ted them shows t h a t they conaplrad 
t i l t h tffiAB to add t h i a haevy burden 
en our people"• 

The SSRC s lso srgued t h e t the UBC hed 

" c o n e t a n t l y been ueed by the e u t h o r i t l e a to 

oppress t h e i r own people" ( S t a r * 27 *04*77 ) * 

David Thebehel i , then c h a i r of the UBC* 

immediately took a UBC de lega t ion t o Cape 

Town to meat w i t h Cruywagen* and a t the end of 

A p r i l i t waa announced t h a t tha propoaad rant 

increeeee would be auepmnded f o r a month 

w h i l e a l t e r n a t i v e aourcaa of income were 

looked f o r . 



Tha SSRC campaign against tha UBC 

i n t e n s i f i e d , and I n d i v i d u a l members began 

res ign ing* With in a few daya of meeting w i t h 

SSRC membera* Thebehali res igned , end fu r tha r 

res ignat ions brought tha number to 23 — over 

h a l f tha members of tha c o u n c i l . URAB vss 

forced to suspend tha UBC, although I t 

appeare t h a t e Thebehali—led c l ique continued 

to ' i n f o r m a l l y * Beat w i t h URA8 o f f i c i a l a a t i t e 

A lber t S t r e e t o f f i c e s f o r the rest of 1977, 

Out of the s i t u a t i o n leading t o the co l lapee 

of tha UBCf e nev e t a t e e t re tegy - t h a t of 

tha community councils - wee introduced t o 

a f r i c a n townships* 

The UBC 

"was Intended t o dacaive people i n 
Soweto I n t o th ink ing t h a t they had some 
form of p o l l t i c s l represents t i o n * end 
to d ieguiss the absolute power of the 
M i n i s t e r and h ie Department* I t was also 
intended to l e g l t i m e t e t h a t power by 
neking i t appesr t h e t i t wee exercieed 
only a f t e r the representat ives of the 
people had bsen consulted* The c l e a r e s t , , * 
exeeiple of t h i s pol icy et work wee the 
rente ieoue* The meek of the U3C was 
f i n a l l y s t r ipped swsyv however, when 
Cruywegen 1st the *cet out of the beg* 
w i t h h ie c la im t h a t tha UBC had bsen 
consulted end had conssnted t o the 
higher rente* (Kana-9er«en r 1 9 7 8 I 2 0 8 - 0 9 ) * 

The proposed rent Incraaeee were not 

implemented e f t e r a »onth# but in July 1977 

URAB aeked the c e n t r a l government for 

permieelon to implement increases, and i n 

Octobar I t wae announced t h e t s i t s r a n t a l e 

would be incrssssd i n 3 stegpe of R 1 P 7 5 J i n 

December 1977, A p r i l 1976 snd July 1978* The 

Oapartmant of In format ion dropped 120 000 

pamphlete ovar Sowato, t r y i n g t o pereuade 

rae idsnte t h a t tha incraaeee ware in t h e i r 

own in te res ted I n December 1977 slogans 

appeared I n Soweto opposing the f i r s t stags 

of the incrssssf but rae idsnte were reported 

to bs paying tha increase ( i t e r , 2 5 . 1 0 * 7 7 ( 

RDH. 0 2 * 1 2 * 7 7 ) * 

Cen the Soweto rente c o n f l i c t of 1977 

be seen as a wqrkjnq c lose is*ue? There eeems 

to be no reason why progressive e f t M W i t y 

groups could not have orgenissd the working 

c less w i t h i n Soweto to f i g h t the intended 

increases* The issue a f f s c t s d those workere 

holding sect ion 1 0 { l ) ( a ) or ( b ) r l g h t a in 

terme of the Urban Areas Act ( i e workers 

continuously res ident i n Soweto s ines b i r t h ; 

l e g a l l y res ident in iowoto for at l e a e t 15 

ysara* or having been employed by tha asms 

employer for -it l e a s t 10 y s a r s ) , and who 

ranted houses from wMAB* People without 

10(1 ) ( a ) or ( b ) r i q h t e may not rent houses 

in townships* al though c e r t a i n dependents 

of lswful ran te rs w i t h 1 0 ( i ) ( c ) r i g h t s may 

be on housing permits and occupy (but not 

r e n t ) a house* 

Contract and migrant workers l e g a l l y i n 

ths urban srsss ( those w i t h 1 0 < l ) ( d ) M i n t s ) 

srs not permi t ted to l i v e i n township houses* 

but are scoomodatad I n hoeta ls and compounds* 

They ere not nsceeser i l y d i r e c t l y a f f e c t e d 

by a rant increase* but i n the caae of the 

propoeed 1977 incressss* hoete l rente were 

to be ra iaed a t the ssme time es house r e n t e * 

The fee t t h a t the increases a f f e c t e d both 

hosts l end house-dwel l ing members of the 

working c laee i n Soweto* coupled w i t h the 

way i n which the BAAfe c o n t r o l and administer 

the working c lass i n the townships, euggeet 

the importance of tha ren te queetion for 

progreesive end working c lass I n t e r e e t e * 

However* the queet ion of community 

organ lae t ion l a a d i f f i c u l t one. given t h a t 

there are non—working c laee groupa i n the 

community (Soweto I n t h i e oaee ) f wh i le on 

the f a c t o r y f l o o r organ ies t lon invo lvee only 

members of ths working c l a s s * A rents issus 

in an urban township a f f a c t e not only workers. 

but a leo p e t t y bourgeois elements - sl though 

i t s f f a c t a members of p ro fess iona l snd t r a d i n g 

c lassee in e d l f r e r e n t wsy to ths working 

c lsse* tiut tha dangar i n auch a a i t u a t l o n i e 

thnt po t ty bourgeois i n t e r e s t s tske oont ro l 

of* and d i r e c t organ isa t ion around* s community 

issue such as a rents increose | i n t h i e caes 

the working c lass i e t r e a t e d ee a psaaive 

obssrvar and fn l lower* w h i l e non- u ork ing 

c leee I n t e r e e t e f i g h t out the leaue through 

p e t i t i o n e to a u t h o r i t y * l e g a l a c t i o n * press 

statements and s i m i l s r forma of a c t i v i t y * 
9 

Ths working c laea doae not a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t e 

in i t e own o r g a n l a e t i o n * d i r e c t i n g i t e 

s t r u g g l e s * but l a expected to paeelve ly 

accept v i c t o r i a e gained *on i t e b e h a l f by 

other c lsss i n t e r e s t s * t h i e l a c l e a r l y not 

' working c leae or progressive organ lae t ion* 

u e e p i t e the danger of an t i -dsmocre t ic * 

n o n - p a r t i c i p a t o r y a o t i v i t y on the par t of 

p a t t y bourgeoia i n t e r e e t e * tha o rgan lae t ion 

of the working c laee in the community eeemed 

s t r u c t u r s l l y possib le i n ths esse of the 

1977 Soweto rents issue* However, ss the 

debate on t h i s quest ion i n slip suggests, 

the re are a number of e t r a t e g l c and t a c t i c a l 

queetione to be coneidered i n t h i s regard* some 

of which are b r i e f l y l i s t e d belowi 

a ) * given t h a t a community involvee mora than 

one c laee* how doea progreselve community 

organ ies t lon sssurs ths domlnsnce of working 

c lsss i n t e r e s t s over other cleee i n t e r e e t e * 

espec ia l l y where no working c leee p o l i t i c a l 

p a r t i e s e x l e t ? 

b ) * how does the o rgan lae t ion of the working 

cless in communities evo ld tha t rsps of s 



l i m i t e d , l a e u e - o r i e n t e d epproach, rathar 

than "organisation which has as i t a goal 

tha treneformation of tha e t e t o ? 

c ) . how ar t community and factory o r g s n l e e t l o n 

to ba l i n k e d , o e p s c l e l l y out of tha c o n t e x t 

of a n a t i o n a l working c laaa p o l i t i c a l party? 

d ) * how doaa community organ iaa t lon r e l a t e 

to n a t i o n a l a truoQls , avoid ing tha dangers 

of becoming poaaunlty a p a c l f i e ? 

• 

Tha currant rente iaaua In 5oweta* 

Soma of tha laauaa and Quaatlona raiaad above 

emerge f ro* tha rant s t r u g g l e of 1977* How 

r e l e v a n t are they In 1980 * the period of 

Rlekcrt end coaaunlty c ? u n c l l e , "total 

e trotogy* and Louie Rive? Hee the aenner of 

odmln ie ter ing , f lnenc ing end c o n t r o l l i n g the 

e f r l c e n townships e l t e r a d to euch en ex tant 

t h e t the e l g n l f i c e n o e of township rente hae 

laeaened7 

In hie report , rtiekert wrote thet 

In p r i n c i p l e i t i e d a a l r e b l e for block 
communities t o beer to en increea ing 
e x t e n t e g r e a t e r pert of the t o t e l 
burden In connect ion with the prov le ion 
of e e r v l c e e In t h e i r own communities**** 
the Oepertment (of Cooperation end 
Development) , the e d n l n l e t r a t i o n boards, 
the community eounc i l e ahould i n l t i e t e 
purpoaaful programmes of a c t i o n i n order 
to recover aore end aora of the coot of 
eerv lcea from tha black c o a a u n l t l a e 
themselves* 

The f i r e t budget propoeel put before the 

Soweto community counc i l by WRA8 in 1979 

involved e d e f i c i t of R26,4-m* The budget 

Involved the fol lowing* 

c a p l t e l expendi ture , t o be f inanced 

by loena R l 9 , 8 - a 

current expenditure R46,B-m 

current income, n e l n l y froa ren te R21,3-a 
T h l e l e f t a d e f i c i t of R28,4-m, p e r t of which 

wee to be f inanced through URAB beer end 

liQuor p r o f l t e and employer l o v i a o t however, 

a f t e r t h l e i n c o a c , e d e f i c i t of A22 f ?-a 

remained. 

Recording to en o f f i c i e l froa the 

Oepartaent of Cooperation and Development, 

the 3owoto community counc i l wee g iven two 

c h o i c e e i n regard t o t h l e budget! e i t h e r the 

f i l l i n g of vecant poete end maintenance work 

could be cut down on f thereby dec teee lng 

expendi ture i or theee oould be puahad ahead 

wi th , i n whioh coae rente vould heve to be 

increeeed to moot expenditure (Kcne-Bormon, 

1980)* 

Tha coamunity c o u n c i l made i t a "choice"I 

e a r l y i n August 1979 Thebeheli - recovered 

from h i e U8C experience and now chairman of 

the community c o u n c i l ! - announced a rent 

increeee of about 100^, to be iap leaentad 

in 3 etagea (September 1979, January 1980 

and Auguat 1980}* At t h i a a t a g e , averege 

Soweto r e n t a l e were R19,S0 per month, and 

ecoording to .Thebeheli they would r iaa t o 

R36,62* 

Reect lon wee Immadiatet flotlena'a 

Committee of 10 c a l l e d e publ i c meeting where 

the lnoraaeee were r e j e c t e d , whi le oppos i t ion 

groupe with in the oommunity counc i l i t e e l f 

p e t i t i o n e d Koornhof not t o r e l a a the rents* 

A meeting c a l l e d by theee oppoe i t ion groupe 

r e j e c t e d the i n c r a a a a e , w h i l e e t e Committee 

of 10 meeting 1 000 people reso lved not t o 

pey any increaeee lmpoeed on them* 

At the end Of Auguet 'Promises' P l o t 

Koornhof pledged thet Soweto renta would 

not go up a t preaent , aa h i e Deportment o f 

Cooperation end Development wee a t i l l wa i t ing 

for a f i n a l v d e e i a l o n t on the i aeue froa tha 

community counci l* Oppoeit ion community 

c o u n c i l l o r s re tor ted t h e t URAB, not the 

community c o u n c i l , a c t u a l l y c o n t r o l l e d 

rente* 

By l e t e naroh 1980, when t h e community 

eounc i l met behind e loaed doore t o e o n s l d s r 

the new proposed budget, r en te hed s t i l l not 

been inorsaeod* At t h l e meet ing , en increeee 

of R12,20 i n 3 e t a g e e over 9 aonthe wee 

propoeed by Thebeheli* Short ly e f t e r t h l e 

e u g g e a t i e n , a n t i - i n c r e a s e meetlnga were held 

i n Soweto by the Soweto Civlo A e e o o l a t l o n , ee 

w e l l ee the oppoe i t ion p s r t l e e w i t h i n the 

coamunity council* end e e r l y I n ftoy there 

wee en ereon attack on Linelo Toa*a H e l l , 

whloh l e ueed aa a ren te o f f i c e I n Soweto* 

In 3uno the chairman of WRAB announced 

that the rent lnoreaae i n Soweto wee d e f i n i t e l y 

on - " i ta Juet a quee t ion of time11 - end e e r l y 

i n July Thebeheli announced the new lnereaeee* 

Rente were to go up by R13,05 per aonth, but 

the inoreeae wee to be s taggered i n three 

e t e g e e of R4,38 t o be introduced on Auguet 1 , 

October 1 end February 1 , 1981* 

The f i n e l l e e d budget for 1980 - 81 

invo lved e groaa o u t l a y of R3B-a, the major * 

i t e a s i n v o l v s d bslng 

b u i l d i n g end e e r v l c e e S 500 000 

weter supply 7 700 000 

e l e c t r i c i t y eupply 3 100 000 

h e e l t h e e r v l c e e 1 400 000 

a ta f f e e l a r i e a end wages 5 400 000 

sswsrege f e e e 4 000 000 

The rant i n c r e a s e w i l l y i e l d en 

e d d l t l o n e l eaount of R5-»a, but t h l e w i l l 

e t l l l l e a v e e d e f i c i t of R13-m i n the 1980-

61 budget for Soweto* 

The ver loue oompononte of tha R13,05 

increeee era aa fo l l owot 
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v a t t r on unoetcred e l t e a 2 , 0 0 

aeworefa end p u r i f i c a t i o n 3,00 

spec ia l O i o o t r i c i t y lovy 1,30 
• 

planning fee to eeet coot 
of p ro feee iona l engineere f 3 0 

incurance of houeoe 4 , 3 9 

However, t h i s emount of R l 3 f 0 5 lo not 

tho only increoae c u r r e n t l y e f f e c t i n g Soweto 

reoidontet a t woo wide ly repor ted , o loon of 

R442 0Q0 000 ( inc lud ing i n t o r o a t ) M O re lead 

f o r tho e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n of Soweto - ond i t l o 

tho raa ldente of tho townehip who w i l l hovo to 

ropoy both tho loon ond l n t o r o o t ovor t l a e * 

Ae can bo aaon f r o * tho breakdown of tho 

odmpononto o f tho ront inorooao l i o t o d obovop ' 

Soweto roaldonta oto olroady paying a a p a e l a l 

o l o c t r i o i t y levy towards tha ropayaiont of t h i o 

loan , Thla apeo la l oonthly lovy w i l l 

p rogroee ive ly Incroeeo, and cur ran t uRAB 

pro joct lona ara that i t w i l l r i a a to R17 por 

•onth by Octobar 1990. f o r oxaopla, tho 

apae la l lavy w i l l r i a a by anothar R1 f00 on 

A p r i l 1 * 1981, br inging tho t o t a l ront 

incraaoo i n Soweto up t o 100£ i n tho 9 oonth 

per iod Auguet 1 # I 960 - A p r i l 1 , 19B1. 

C l a c t r i c l t y ratoa thoaaolvoa hava 

ineraaaad 400Jt alnco nay 1980* U n t i l t h e n , 

Sowoto roaldonta waro paying 1/2o por u n i t ) 

t h i a ineraaaad to 1 1 / 2 e , and on Octobar 1 , 

1980 lncroaaod to 2e por u n i t o r a l o c t r l c l t y 

uaed. 

Since tho f l r a t pheoo of tha lneraaao waa 

inp i»n«ntad , there have been a number of 

reaponeee by ver ioua groupat eooo oppooi t ion 

hoa Involved d i r e c t deoonotrat lon and p r o t e a t , 

w h i l e t o t h e r oppooit ion e t r a t a g i a a have revolved 

eround publ ic e e e t i n g e , a p e t i t i o n t o -

Koornhof, and e c a l l on roaldonta not t o 

pay the Inereoeeo* 

I n a i d Ouly a group of ebout 70 woein 

a t o n e d tha houao of cooounity counc i l lo r 

E p h r e l * Tehebelolof he t o l d the woeen that 

tha community counci l had net ra iaed the 

r e n t s , and he knew nothing at tho incroaaec* 

flak go t i e leader S i e g f r i e d Manthathe 

announced t h a t he end h i e fo l loworo had 

decided to protend they knew nothing about 

tha ineraoee* *Ue ara c i a p l y going t o ignore 

a l l theao e ta teoente wade by the Soweto 

Counci l chairman and r a f u a e t o pay" , h e . 

• a i d . 

Verioua ooderate -conaervot lve groupinga 

i n Sowato, r e l a t e d e i t h e r to the o ld UBC or 

oppooit ion pa r t i es w i t h i n the community 

counci l hnva threatened to toko court a c t i o n 

aga ina t whoever i e rajaponaiblo f o r the 

lncreaae feoonurilty counc i l? MRAG? Cooperat ion 

and Development?) Theao Include the Sofaeonke 

P a r t y , f lakgot le , Soweto Federal P a r t y , Soweto 

Retepayare Aaaoc la t lon end the Sowato 

Haaidante Coamlt teo, 

The C o M l t t e e o f i o , 14 branchea of t h e 

Sowato C i v i c A»» 0 c le t ion# and AiAPO (Soweto 

branch) have c a l l e d on r a a l d e n t e not t o pay -

t h e lnoreoeee , f r a n a Kod i o f t h e Soweto 

Federa l P e r t y , and an oppooi t ion cdaaHinlty 

counci l oeober, oppoaed t h i a c a l l not te 

pey the increeaeet 

" I cannot encourage amah e t h i n g beeeuee 
theae people M y btf thrown out of t h e i r 
hooee and we w i l l not hove tha power of 
helping t h e * . N e i t h e r the Cooolttoe or 10 
nor Mf lbore of t h e oppooi t ion ( i n tho 
cooounity counci l ) hove power of rehouoing 
• eonviotod tenent#*»«*Uoua l ly i n theee 
oaaea where people a r e t o l d not t o pey 
lnereeaed r e n t e , i t i e the ord inary sen 
who goto k loked out o f the houee. Alooat 
e l l the people who l n o l t o people not t o 
pey r e n t have bought t h e i r houaee and do 
not atand ehenoee Pf being kicked out41 

(Sunday T l e o o , 0 3 . 0 G . 9 0 ) . 

^ ^ ^ — | 

Too Henthetha of the Cooeit teo of 10 

c a l l e d on peopla not to accept occupation of i 

houaee of raa ldente ev ic ted f o r re fue ing t o 

pey the l n c r e a e e e , and to repor t to t h e i r 

l o c a l SCA branch i f WRA8 o f f l o l e l e rofuaad 

t o accept payoent of the o ld ront amountt 

auch ceaee were occurlng e t o e r t e i n ront 

o f f l c e e * 

However, the t a c t i c ga in ing eoet 

prominence invo lvee e cour t a o t i o n , 

opposing the rent increaae i t h i o i e being 

brought by Camoittoo of 10 maabor Lekgau 

f la thebatho. The reapondante of tho eppl loet lor t 
i 

ere 
Tha f U n l e t o r of Cooperat ion and Development! 

WltABt 

The Soweto community c o u n c i l ! , \ 

The a d n i n i a t r a t o r of tha Tranavaor, 

fiat ha be the l a c l a l a l n g t h a t . I n order f o r 

ren te to be r e l e e d , the approval of the 

Tranaveel a d o l n i a t r a t o r i e needed, and t h a t 

i t waa not aought i n t h i o c e a e , A nuotoer of 

pub l ic meetinge have bean he ld by branchea of 

t h e SCA and Committee of 10 alnoe the ban 

on pub l ic gather lnge waa l i f t e d , and aooe of • 

theae have been w e l l at tended (over 2 0O0 I n 

•ooe o a e e o ) . A t theae e * o t i n g e , r e e l d e n t e have 

on occeaion pledged not to pay the ront 

lncreaeee . The Committee o f 10 hoe eeid that 

i t w i l l take cour t aot ion aga ina t OTAI I f 

people ere ev lo ted f r o o t h e i r h—00 f o r 

r e f u e i n g t o pey the rent lncreeee ( P o e t , 

The Inoreaaeo e r e by no oaana oenflned 

to Sewotot elmoet e l l townahlpa In tho - * 

t Tranavaal fece cont inu ing r e n t r l e e e over a I 

long p e r i o d , ond t h e f l r a t phaee o f theao 

increeaae haa been iopleoented in ooat oreee 

over the paat few monthe* The f inenc lng of 

tho a f r l c a n townahlpa l a c l e a r l y not an iaaua 
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which can bo d e a l t w i t h out of the context of 

the fore of c a p i t a l i s t I n South A f r i c a , whloh 

hee d i c t a t e d t h e t t o w m h i g i i n p h y a i o a l l y 

acperete U M i i eome distance from the contreo 

of buelneoo* c o ^ m r c i and lnduot ry * and t h a t 

they ere a d a i n l e t e r e d aa eeperete ateae where 

c o n t r o l of tha vorkforoo l a tha major f a c t o r * 

Tha Involvement of tha community c o u n c i l * 

I n tha rant Ineraaaaa l a I n eome veye a l a i l a r 

t a tha behaviour of tha o ld Soweto UBC| but 

tha community councils ara r o n d i r t o t l y 

l i n k e d I n t o tha o o n t r a d i o t l o n which faeaa 

" tovnehlp development" and "improvement I n 

tha q u a l i t y of U f a * cdvocateei massive emounte 

a r a naadad to provida tha moot baalc of 

a a r v i e a a i n tha urban tovnehlpa| yat tha 

a t a t a l n a l a t a t h a t thaaa emounte a r a t o ba 

obta inad f r o * tha raa ldanta of tha tovnehlpe 

themselves. I f tha community counci la ara t o 

provida any m a t e r i a l b e n e f i t s f o r tovnehlp 

raaldanta f f t h i a can only ba dona a t tha coat 

of r a i s i n g ranta enormously ( v l t n e e e tha 

nay i n which Sowoto l a being forcad to pay f o r 

i t a e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n programme)* 

To taka t h t c i t e of Juet one tovnehlp 

i n South A f r i c a - and one i n vhloh condi t ions 

ere b e t t e r than I n many other a f r i o a n ereae -

Sowoto* Community counc i l d i r e c t o r of f inance* 

i n Florence* eotlmatec t h a t the f i g u r e e t 

our rent p r lcee needed to u p g r a d e * Soweto 

In terms of road improvemente* sewerage* 

d r a l n e end houelng l e p l - b i m p n - •*<* t h a t 

"tha aoney w i l l have t o be repeld by Sowoto 

l i k e any other l o o e l a u t h o r i t y " * 

Notco* 

Tor important background m a t e r i e l to tha 

Quei t lon of rente and the f inanc ing of 

tovnehlpe* eee the f o l l o v l n g i 
• 

1 * Rente: paying f o r incorpora t ion» Work 
I n Proor.ee 12 9 A p r i l 1960* 

2* Shoee without lecee? Tha f inanc ing of 
urban black townships* w i t h a p e c l e l 
re ference to Soveto end the Sowetc 
Community Counci l * John Kene-Gersu»nt 
mlmoo* SAIRR i 9 6 0 * 

3* Kena-8erman f John* Sovetot black r e v o l t * 
u h l t e r e a c t i o n . Reven Preea* 1978 . 

r •:" 

--
Broken vindove a t t h a Urban Bantu Council Chambero* J a b u l a n i , 
a f t e r the rente deaonetrat ion of A p r i l 197?* 

Rents: Mondb 
HONJLO - deeorlbed ee e 'hotbed of h a t r e d * , 

roede u n l i t end duety , crime and dieceee 

common* i n the tvo nan* echoole the p u p l l a 

heve t o e l t on the f l o o r * A S ta r navepaper 

repor t on tha townehip at heeded 'One vould 

expect to f i n d g u e r i l l e e there* - a re fe rence 
i 

t o the a r r a a t of ANC f i g h t e r e Ooyce Bogele 

and Thomae Hngedi i n t h l a tovnehlp e a r l i e r 

t h i e yeer (eee repor t on the S l l v e r t o n T r i a l 

I n the Courte eact lon I n t h i e Jj|j£ end alao i n 

UIP 1 4 ) . 

Tha popu la t ion of about 35 000 i e composed 

of people frofn forme ( ax labour t a n e n t a ) end 

from the tovnehipe eround the Northern Hotel 

tovne of Dundee* Vryhe id* Clancoe end Paul 

P i e t e r e b u r g . For oxomple, the popule t ion 

of Bhekurulu l o c e t i o n at Vryhoid uee going to 

be the f l r e t tovnehlp moved ee e whole 

(Sunday Poet* 1 4 . 0 1 . 7 9 ) . deny of theee people 

have e l ready moved to Oeizveni and Nqutu* 

where yet another tavnahip l a e a l d to be 

planned* 

I n 1973 Or Anthony Barker Mentioned t h e t 

the re were *3 000 dwel le re i n loened tente . . . 

i n 1963* et riondlo* 

E a r l i e r t h i e year i t wee repor ted t h a t 

res idents at Mondlo owed the KweZulu government 

no lees than R194 000 i n outetanding ra tes 

(ROM, 1 7 . 0 4 . 6 0 ) . 

Rates had been increaeed from 84c to 

R6.40 ( 1 ) a month, but 99£ of roe iden ts 

re fueed to pay t h i e e d d i t i o n e l amount. The 

increase wee said t o be necessary to pay f o r 

piped water f o r eech p l o t and f o r rubbish 

iemovol* 

The increase had caused a l o t 
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