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As mantlioned above; students at Onverwacht

ware reported to have attacked the local
poliees station on July 11; 1980, The Star
neuspapar of that date reported the Llncldent
in this way:

A policeman was stabbed and 8 woman shot
when schoolohildren st Onverwascht
sattlement near Thaba Nchu attacked the
police station yeaterday.

About’ 600 ehildren boycotted the alght
schools in the settlesent and st about
Sam moved through the strests satting
alight wvehicles, » shop and plundering
two sther shops, the Divislonal Inspector
o’ Pnlice in the Fres State, Colonal

Io . -2 "mr said,

The crowd then moved to the sasll peolice
putpost and confronted the policeman on
dutys The policesan was stabbed with a
knife and while unconscious was robbed
of his Tiresrm; Colonel Fishar sald,

A shot was Tired with the firearm snd
s black woman was wounded, Pollioes
retrisved the policeman's guns About
20 youths ware srrested,

Resentment against Owagwa Chief Minister,
Kennath Fopeli, surfaced at Onverwacht an

Sunday, September 14, when hs addressed m
crowd of about Z OD0 at the resettlemsnt
areat

Two men, srmed with & petrol bomb and
revolver,; wera arrested by
BophuthaTswana (7) Security Police while
the Chief Minister of Owagwa,; Chlef TK
FMopelli, was addressing & crowd of 20 0DO

at the Onverwacht resettlement camp nesr
Thaba NehUsssssss

The two men, who wers apparantly
disguised as women, were arrassted
amid atrict security precautions to
protect Chief Fopeli after rumours of
a possible asssssination attempt
againat him at the meetingesssss

Chiaf Mopell procesded with his spesch
and in an lnterview yestecday sald he
would continue to move among his people
without fear, as they wers in his
protection, (Star, 18.09.80),

Rents:
Soweto

IN PREVIOUS sditions of Hork In Prograss

it has besn suggested that, in sddition to

factory }lnn! issues, thers are "community'’
conflicts and matters which are of direct
concern to working class organisation [(sme
for sxample the editorisls In WIP 12 and 13,
the contributions on bus boycotts In WIP 13,
and tha debate an plugrllflu| community
organisation which Is continued In this
lditi:nj. In the article that Follows,; this
quaestion is explored in relation to rsnts
in urben african townahipa.

In slmost all Transvesl townaships cents
have recently rissn sharplyj and in Sowsto,
for axample, rant payments will double
betwesn August 1980 and April 1981,

Why are rents such a controversial and

explosive lssue In the townships? After mll,
payment For sccomodation is something members
of the workling class ace butdensd with in all
gapitalist socletiea. To understand the way

in which the payment of rental relstes to the
whole administration and control of the african
working colasms, we have to go back to st least
1a?zf13. whan the various Bantu Affaire
Administration Boarde wére set up by ths state
to rule and manage african townshipas ocutside

of the bantustan areas,. defore this period
townships had besn under the control of local
aunicipal authorities; end while this form of
edministration was deflcient and unscceptable
to townshlp residents, thers wars aspacts which
ware not as harsh ma tha subseguant ruls of tha
aduinistration boards,

A fow municipalities subsidised thelir
dormitory townships, both dirsctly and
indicectlys For example, in the last year that
it was responsible for administering Sowsto,
the Johannesburg City Councll directly
subsidised Sowsto to the amount of R2-aj
there was also an "indirect' subsidy in that
part af the cost of township administration.
was absorbed by the City Council's own
departesnts and administration,

During 1972/73 tha central governmant
removed contreol of african townshipa From
local authorities, snd placed them directly
under 22 newly created Bantu AFfairs
Administration Boards (BAASs)j from than
aon the administration of all african
townships outside of the bantustans faell
under thess boards.

The principle that the BAABe were to
be sslf=Financing, and have no Ffinancisl claim
on the centrsl stste; was enforced by the
governmant. In pragtice this mesnt that the



BaABe were expected to provide all servicas

and infra=structure previously provided by
the city councils or peri-urban boards, while
at the mames time cresting financial self=-
sufficiency. In ather words, most of the
money required for the upkesp and development
of african townships had to be provided by
the residents of those townshipa,

Urban african townships contain no
business or Lndustriasl centrea; nor do they
have any of the other conventional bases
for taxation necessary for municipal
administration in capitalist societiesj thias
lack of s material base on which to ground
township administration Ias ilteelf a result
of the particuler way Iin which capltalism took
root and developed in South Africe, and the
mannar in which the state has controlled the
working cleass and the conflicts Brought on
by capitalist development,

The absance of & financial bass for the
administration of townships has meant that
the BAAHs, limited by the necessity for
financial self-sufficiency, have relied for
thelr major sources of income onm rents from
trading sites; houses and beds in municipal
hostels, as well as on the sale af beer and
liguor ouver which the BAAEmR have maintalned a
nanapaly . :

Thus for exampie the 1978/79 west itand
Administration Soard (4dRAB) budget planned for
an income of R7S 200 000§ the components of
this income were broken down as follows:

Housing rental 30 151 400
Levies i0 77T OO0
SZala of beer 16 100 QOO
sale af liguer 16 B00 000
Sport steo 525 000
Gangral income 660 000

(Source: Survey of Rece Relations im South
Africa, 1978:337. SAIRR).

(Levies Linvolve ampunts pald by employers teo
the Bantu Affairs Administration Soards; and
are calculated in relation to the number of
efrican workers smployed, whether the workers
are housed by the smployer or not, and whether
thea mature of the uurh.parfurmad is domestic
labour or industrisl/commercial),

Aa can ba sean, almost the totasl WAAR Lncoma
was darived From rentals, levies and sale of
liguaor and besr. This heawy Financial
dnp-ﬁﬁnnnu of the BAAD=s on the sale of
alocohol is reflectod in the percentage

which this ingomes comprised of total income
for the year ending March 31; 19771

Eﬂlﬁ!t ncome from h

an of total lncoms:

WRAB A0%
deastarn Tranasvaml EE%
Southern Transvaal 55%
Northern Tranavasl [
Highveld 555%
Paninsula 465
Midlands 53%
Mortharn Cape 53%
Orakenaberg B6%

{Sources Survey of Race Relaticns in South
Africa, 1978:338, SALAR).

This dependeance on the sale of beer and
spirite proved to be Financieally disasterous
for the BAABs subserusnt to the rebellions of
1976 and 1977, BAAB bulldings in general, and
bottle stores and beer halls Iin particular,
were freguent targets for stone throwing and
mrson attacks, and It seams that attacks
on liguor outlets reflected general resentmant
againet the local representatives of state
policy (BAAB), as well as the social effects
of @ "booze sconomy® encouraged by the boards
within townshipas, For éxample, all WAAB beer
hallay; and all but ons bottls atore,; were
destroyed in the mass action which followad
the shootings on Juna 16, 1976, The financial

,affect of this wds dramatic: during the

1975=76 financial year, JAAB derived a
profit of RE 391 00D on basr and liguor
saleng by 1976=77 thie profit had dropped
to A3 444 000 (Survey of RAmce Relatlona in
South Africa, 1977:399); actual incoms from
alcohol sales during this periocd dropped
from R3B=m to AZ2Z2=m,

It ean sceordingly be seen that the
guestion of rents in a township like Sowsto
is linked to & whole series of broader issuesj
tha financing of townships, state policy that
BAABa should be financielly self=sufficient,
the situating of african classes in segregated
reaidential areas withowt cosmercial and
industrial sites of any consequence, the way
in whieh gonsusption of liguer and beer ia
sncouraged by the BAABe, eto,

Aent payments in african townships
sctuslly include s numbar of diffarent
components, and the amount pald For esch
component goes up to maks the total monthly
rent bill, The term 'rant' covers
housa rent,; which supposedly allowa tha
BAAEm to recover the cost of bullding and
maintenancej
gite renkt, which is meant to cover the cost
of original land purchase, access rCoadsg
drainage, health snd ambulance services,
and administration costs;
setvice charges, which ares mesant to cover
the costs of electricity, watar; sewerasge and
rubblish removalj and

Tha 1977 rents issus in Soweto,

By the end of 1976 it was clesr that WRAB
was suffering a severe financial crieis,
partly as a reasult of the decline in income
from the Sowsto liguor and beer trade: this
had been brought about by the destruction af
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bottls storea sand basrhalle in tha aftersath
of June 1976, Yhat was praviously a small
surplus in WAAR budgets had changed to &
deficit of R11=m in the propossd 1977=78
budget, end YRABE begen recalling soms of its
short term lnvestments in an attempt to
of fast its ismediats Tinancial crisis, Tha
board slso approschad the Deparctment of Bantu
Administration for a loan of R6-m, but in
terms of the government's policy that BAABe
must be self=Ffinancing; only R1,5-m was
granted,

In pressnting the 1977=78 budget the
WAAE chairman claimed that it would be
necessary to increase site and hostel rentals
to offest the deficit in finapce, Sits rents
ware to be increased from RE,25 to R11,50 and
the cost of beds for tha 45 D00 men housed
in Sowsto's single sex hostels was also EF
tise, Sowstoc student leaders callesd on WRAB
not to "respsat the wistake made by certain
offieials of Bantu Education in 1976", and on
ApTil 13 = public wmestiog of Sowsto Tssldenta
resolved not to pay the proposed increasss.

Four days latefy on April 27, thousands
of schoolehildren were Jjolned by their pacents
in an anti=ztents mafch through Soweto, After
discussion betwesn police and leaders of the
Soweto Students RAepresentative Council
(SSAC), policwe agresd not to intervens in
the demonatration, which mapched on to the
UBC chambers at Jabulani. The building
housing the UBC was stoned, and police
broke up the demonstration with teargas snd
bulleta,

The S55AC issued & pemphlat setting out
thelr sttituds on the proposed Tent increass:

We want to make Lt abundantly clear to

the WRAB suthaoritiess that we sre slck to
the cors of pur hearte of all theae

promised Tacilities and improvesments
being dangled over our hesds without
being implementedesecssins
1, Have our pay scales besn increased to
mest the already rocketing coat
of living? ’
2, Have our pay scales besn incressed
to mast the proposed rent LncrementT
3« The answer 18 NO of courmee,

Tha propossd high rents thersfors will

be used for the Following:

1. Building bottle stores, beer halls,
{The people registered their feelings
againat thesw, but still the WRABE which
is "intarssted'! in our welfare is
prepared at all costs to re=build
thll}.....--

To the WRAB we want to make it very
clear that houses from whers pesople have
basn svicted will never bs cocupisd,

Anyone fTound paying the proposed
incrament, ceusing others -te be evicted,
will be dealt with accordingly.

e appeal to our parants not to pay the
pProposed lncremantBs.sss

Harassment or no harsssment, -ulntinn
or no svictions

WE BOYCOTT THE PROPOSED RENT INCREMENT,

(source: 5 ye Twals and 12 others,
sxhibit B15),

Demonatrators oppoaing tha 1977 rent
incresss mapch through S5oweto on their
way to the Urban Bentu Touncll Thambers,

. Am opposition to the Llnoreases grew, then
deputy minister of Bantu Affairs, Willem
Cruywagen, atepped into the arena in an
attempt to take the pressure off WRAE and
the central government, He revealed that as
sarly as February 1977 the UECs of Sowsto,
Dobsonville sand Krugersdorp had been consulted
on the proposed rent increase, as had the
Mohlakeng and Bekkersdal Advisory Boardej of
these, only the last-mentioned had refused to
support tha incressas, Cruywagen claimed that
tha UECE had understood why the increaseas wers
unevoidable, and had sgreed to them.

To soma extent, trurulgin'l tactic was
succesaful: popular anger was directed
towards the UBC in Soweto, snd the 55RC bagan
a campiign to closs down the UBC immediatsly,
Mambers of the UBC sdmitted under pressurs
that they had known sbout the incresases since
sarly in 1977, but claimed that thay had been
told by WRAB that thay were maraly being

inforsed on the rent rise, not conaulted.
In calling Ffor the resignation of UBC

membars, the SSAC argusd that
"The fact that they (UBC) were told of
tha nes rent increases as sarly ae
February and that they have not msentioned
this to the psople who supposadly
glected them shows that they consplred
with WAAE to mdd this hsavy burden
gn our people®,
The 55AC alsoc argued that the UBC had
"eonatantly besn used by the authoritlss to
opprass theslr own people" (Star, 27.04.77).
David Thebahall, then chair of the UBC,
immadistely took a UBC delegation to Cape
Town 0 meet with Cruywagen, and at the snd of
April it was announced that the proposed rant

gnn:--lll would be suspended for s month

- while llFlIﬂltiHI sources of incoms werce

laoked far,




The 55RAC campaign agaimst the UBC
intensified, and individual members began
resigning: Within s Tew days of mesting with
55RC membara,; Thebahall resigned, and further
reaignations brought tha nusbar te 23 = over
half the members of the council, URAS was
forced to suapend the UBLC,; although it
appears that s Thebehali-lad clique continued
to "informally' mest with WAAB officials at its
Albert Strest officeas For the rest of 1977,
Out of the situstion leading to the collapese
of the UBC, a new atate strategy - that of
the commsunity counciles = wes introduced to
african townships,

Tha UBC

"was Intended to decelve people in

Spwato inte thinking that they had soma
form of political representatlon; and

to disgulse the absglute power of the
Minister and his Department, It was also
intended to legltimate that power by
making it appear thet it was exercisad
enly after the representatives of the
people hed been consulted, The clearest...
example of thie policy at work was the
rents lssue, The mask of the UBC was
finally stripped away,; however, whan
Cruywagen lest the "cat out of the bag”
with his claim that the UBC had baen
consulted and had consented to the

highar rents" (Kane-Berman, 1978:1208= 09).

The propossd rent incresses wers not
implemsnted aftar a manth, but in July 1877
WAAE asked the central povernment for
peraission to Implement increases; and iIn
Detober it was announced that site rentals
would be incressed in 3 stages of RY1,75y in
December 1977, April 1578 and July 1978, The
Department of Information dropped 120 00O
pamphlets over Soweto, trying to persusde
residents that the increaszes were in their
own interssts, In Jecember 1977 alogans
appearad in Sowste opposlng the First stage
af tha incraasse, but residents were reported

to be paying the increase (star, 25,10.77
RUM, 02,12.77)s

Can tha Soweto renta confllet of 1577

ba sesn as a wWwarking cless lessua? Thare seams

‘"to be no roason why progressive cosmunity

groupa could not have organised the woarking
class within Soweto to flght the Lintended
increases, Tha issus affected those workers
holding section 10{1){(a) or (b) rights in
terms of the Urban dAreas Act (ie workers
continuously resident In Soweto since birth;
legally res'dont Iin doweté For at least 15
yeare; or having been émpluyed by tha same
employer for at least 10 ymars), and who
rented houses From WiAB, Feople without
10(1){a) or (b) rights may not rent houses
in townships, slthough certein dependents
of lawful rentoers with 10(1){c) rights may
be on housing permits and occocupy [but not
rent) & houses

Contract and migrant workers legally in
the urban areas {those with 10{1)}{¢) riqhta)
are not permitted to live in township houses;
but acre agoomodated in hostels and compounds.
Thay are not necessarily directly affected
by a rent increase, but In the case of the
propossd 1977 increases, hostal rants wers
to be raised at the same time as house rents,

Tha fact that the increasea affected both
hostel and houss=dwelling membears of the
working class In Soweto, coupled with the
way Ln whieh tha BAABe eontrol snd administer
the working class in the townships,; suggest

the importence of the rents question for
prograssive and working cless interestas.

However, the quiltinn'uf commund ty
organisation is a difficult one, given that
thare are nof=working class groups Ln thae
community (Sowsto in thims case), while on
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the factory floor erganisatieon Involves only

members of the working clase, A rents lssue
in an urban township affects not only workers,
but also petty bourgeois slements - although
it affects members of professional and trading
classes In & different way to the working
class, Hut the dangar In such & situation ia
that potty bourgecia interssts take control
ofy and direct organisatlion around, @ community
issus such &s & rents increoseg in this coss
the working class is treated am & passive
absearver and Follower, while non=working
clase intecests Flght out the lssus through
patitions to authority, .legal actlon, press
stotemants and sisilar Torms of sctivity,
The working cless does not actively participats
in Lfts own organisation, dirscting Lite
struggles, but is expected to passively
acecapt victories geained "on its behalf'! by
other class Iinterestm: this is clearly not
working class or progressive organisations
isapite the danger of anti=democratic,
non=participatory activity on the part of
patty bourgecie intereste, the organisation
af the working elasa in the community ssemed
atructurally possible in the cease of the
1977 Soweto renta Lfesus, However, as the
debates on this gquestlon in WIP suggests,
thecre ars a number of strategic and tactical
aquastions to be conslideced in thie regard,; some
of which are briefly listed below:
a)s given that & community involves mors than
pna class; how doas progressive commuidty
organisation sssure the dominance of working
class interests over other cless intarests,
sepecially where no working clase political
parties axist?
b)s how doms the organisation of the werking

class Iin comsunities avold the trape of »




limited; issus-orlented spprosch,; rather

than organisstion which has as Lts goal
khe trlnlfutn.tlnp af the state’

c)s how are u9nnun1tr and factory organisation
to ba linkaed, sspescislly out of ths context

of a national working class political party?
d)s how doms unnnuﬂlty organisation relate

to national struggle,; avoiding the dangerca

of bacoming pommunity specifie?

Ihe current gents issus in Soustg.
Some of tha lssuss and queations raileed sbove
emargs from the rent struggle of 1977, How
ralsvant ars thlfllh 1980 = the perlod of
Riskert and community esuneils, "total
akrategy' and Louis Rive7? Has the manner of
administering, finlﬁning and eontrolling the
african townships mltered to such an sxtent
that the significence of townahip rants has
lessanad?

In his report, iliskert wrote that

In principle 1t is desirable for black
consunitiss to besr to an incressing
sxtant & creater part of ths total
burden in connection with the provision
of servicea in thelr own comaunitiem....
the Departmant (of Cooperation and
Developsent), the sdministration boards,
the community councils should initiate
purposeful programmes of sctien in order
to recover sores and sores of the cost of
services from the black communitise
themasslvas,

The first budget proposal put before the
Soweto community council by WRABE inm 1979
involved s defleit of RZG;4-m, The budget
involved the Tollowing:

capital sxpenditure; to be financed

by losns R19,8=m

R4G, B=m
curcent income, mainly from rents AZ21;3=m
This left a deflcit of R2B,4=m, part of which

currant sxpandliture

was to be financed through YRAB beer and
liquor profits end employer levies) howsver,
after this income, a deficit of R22,7=n
remalned

Agecording to an offlclial from the
Despartment of Cooperation and Development,
the Soweto communlity eouncil was given two
choleess in regard to this budget: either the
filling of vecant posts and maintsnance work
could be cut down on; thersby decrsasing
sxpenditure; or thess could be pushad ahesad
withy in which case rents would hesve to be
increasesd to most sxpenditure (Kens=Berman,
1980),

The community council made its "cholce':
llrlf in August 1979 Thabshall = recoversd
from his USC sxperience and now chairsan of
ths community souncil] = announced a rent
increass of about 100., to be implsmented
in 3 stages (September 1979, January 1980
and August 1980). At this stage, average
Sguwato rentals were R19,850 per month,; and
acoording to Thebshelil they would riss to
A36,62.

Aesction was imesdiste: Motlana's
Committes of 10 called a public mesting whars
the incressss were fejescted; while opposition
groupa within the community council itself
petitionsd Koornhof not to calas the rents.

A meating called by theas opposltion groups
rejected the incressss, while at a Coamittasw
of 10 mesting 1 000 people resolved not to
pay any incresssss imsposed on them,

At the snd of Auguat "Promisss' Pist
Koornhof pledged that Sowesto rents would
not go up st pressnt, as his Ospartment of
Cooperation and Dsvelopment was still waiting
for a final "decision' on the issus from the
qn—u:u.t.:tr counclil., Opposition community

councillors retorted that WRABE; not the
gommunity eounecil, actuslly controlled
rante,

By late Fapch 1980, when the community
council met behind closed doors to consider
the new propossd budget; renta hed still not
besn increased, At this mesting, an increass
af R12;20 in 3 stages over § months was
propossd by Theabahali, Shortly after this
suggestion, anti=increass mestings wers held
in Sowsto-by tha Sowsto Civie Association, ms
wall as the opposition parties within the
community douncil, and sarly in May thare
was an arsocn attack on Uncle Tom's Hall,
which is ussd as & rents offlice in Soweto,

In Junes the chairman of hHlI ahRounoed
that ths rent incrsass in Sowsto was definitely
gn = "{its just ma guestion of tims"™ = and early
in July Thebahali announced the new incrsasas,
Rents weras to go up by R13,05 psr month, but
the incresss was to be staggered in thres
stages of R4,35 to be introduced on August 1,
October 1 and February 1, 1981,

The Ffinalised budget for 1980 = B9
involved & gross outlay qf R3B=m, ths major
items involved baing .
building and services § 500 00D
T T00 00O
3 100 OOD
1 400 0OOD
5 400 DOD
sswgrage Taas 4 000 QDO

The rent increass will yleld an
additional amount of AS=am, but this will
still lesve = daficit of R13=m in the 1580=
B1 budgat for Sowsteo,

The various components of the R13,05
Ancreass are as Tollowsi

water supply

alectricity supply
hesalth services

staff salaries and wages




watsr on unmstsred sites
saweTrage and purl?inltiun
special tllntrlnitr levy
planning Fee to meet cost
of professional efginests p 30
insurance of housess 4,39

Howsver, this amount of R13,05 is not
the only ineressse currently affecting Sowsto
residentst as was widely reported; a loan of
R442 000 000 {including interest) was reised
for the slectrification of Soweto = snd it ie
the residents of the township who will have to
repay both the loan and intscrsst over timas.
As can be saen Trom ths breskdown of the
componants of the rent increase listed lhﬂ?l.;
Soweto residents are slready paying = specisl
slectricity levy towards the repayment of this
loans This special monthly levy will
prograssively iniri-l-. and currant WRAB
projections aras that it will rliss to R1T per

month by October 1990, For sxample, the
spscial levy will rise by another AR1,00 on

April 1, 1981, bringing ths total rent
increase in Sowsto up to 100K in the 9 sonth
pariad August 1, 1980 = April 1, 1981,

Elsctricity rates themaslves have
increassd 40078 since May 1980, Until than,
Sowsto residents wers paying 1/2c per unitj
thies increassd to 1 1/20, and on October 1,
1980 incresased to Ze par unit of electricity
ussds

Ooposition to the Incressss.

Since tha Ffirst phase of ths increasss was
implemented, thare have bssn & numbar of
cespansas by varlious groups: soms opposltion
has Lnvolved dirsct demonstration and protesst,
while other opposition stratagies have revolwasd
around public mestings; a petition to
.Koornhaf, and a call on residents not to

pay ths Incceasess ;

In mid July a group of about 70 women
stormad the houss of comsunity councillor
Ephraim Tehabalalaj he told the woman that
the community council had not raised tha
rents, and he knew nothing of tha increases,

Aakgotla leader Siegfried Manthathas
announced that he and his followers had
decided to pretend they knew nothing about
the incressms: "WUe ace -1iﬂlr golng to ignore
all theses statements macde by the Soweto
Council chairman and refuse to pay", he
said,

Various moderate-conservative groupings
in Soseto; ralated sither to the old UBC or
opposaition parties within ths cosmunity
council hnve throeatensd to takes ﬂﬂlll'l-ll:t.lﬂ.l'l
against whosver is responsible for the
incresss (pomnuriity council? WRABT Coopesration
and Development?) Thess include the Sofascnks

Farty, Makgotlas, Sowsto Federal Party, Soweto

Ratepayers Association and the Soweto
Aesidents Committea,

The Committes of 10, 14 branches of tha
Sowsto Civic Asscelation, and AZAPD (Sowste
branch) have ealled on residents not to pay
thae Lﬂﬁlilitl. frans Kodl of the Euultu
Federal Party, and Bn 'ﬂﬂﬂlitlln ndh-unltr
douncil msmber, oppossd this esll not te
pay tha incrsasssi

*I cannot encourage wuch s thing bescause

thasa psople may be thrown out of their

hoses and we will not have the power of

halping them, Neithez ths Committes of 10
nor msabers of the opposition (in the

comsunity council) have power of rehousing

s convicted tenentsessslsually in thess
¢ases whara peopls ake told not to pay
increassd renta, it ls the ordinary man
whe gets kicksd out of the houss,. Almost
all the peopls who incite pesople not to
pay rent have bought thelr houses and do
not stand chancea of baing kicked out®
{(Sunday Timse, 03,.08,80),

Tom Manthatha of the Committes of 10
called on people not to acoept ccoupation of
housss of residents ewicted for refusing to
pay the Llnereasss, and to report to their
local SCA branch Lf WRAB officials refussd
to accept paymant of ths old rent amounti
such cases were ocouring st certain rent
offilces,

Howaver, the tsctic gaining most
prominence involves & oourt action,
opposing the rent increase: this Lia baing
brought by Comamittea of 10 member Lekgau
Mathabathe; Ths respondents of ths application
are '

The Finister of Coopsration and Developmentj
WRAB

The Sowsto community councily

The adninistrator of ths Transvasl,
Fathabathe is claiming that, in ocder for
reants to be ralsed,; the approwal of tha
Transvaal sdelnistrator is needed; and that
it was not sought in this ceasey A numbar of
public mastings have been held by branches of
the S5CA snd Committss of 10 sinca ths .ban

on publio gatheringas was lifted, and some of
these have baen well attsnded (over 2 000 in
sone oasesl. A% thaas mestings, Tesldents havs
on occasion pledged not to pay the rent

‘increassn, The Committes of 10 has saild that

it will take court action agelnst WRAB e
people sce avictsd From thales homes Tor
refusing to pay the rent Lncresss lﬂuit.

29.08,80}).
* Tha incrsases are hr no maans oconfined

to Sowsto: slmoat all townships in the
Teansvaal face continling rent rises over a
long pariod; snd the Firast phase of theese
incrsasss has been implesented In moat aceas
over tha past faw montha, The fimancing of
the african townships is clearly not an fseus
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which can ba dealt with out of the context of
the form of capitalism in South Afcice, which
has dictated thet townships ars physically
ssparate arsan; sces distence from the centres
af business; comsmarce lﬁd induatry, and that
thay ars administered as saparats arsss whars
eontrol of tha workforee im the mejor facter,
The involvemant of thes community councils
in the rent Increasss is in some ways similar
te tha beheviour ﬁf the old Sowato UBCj but
the community councils are mors dirsctly
Iinked into the contradicktion which faces
"township devalopmant” and "improvement in
the quality of 1life" sdvocates: sassive smounts
sy nesded to provide ths most basic of
services in the urban townshipasj yest tha
stats insists that thess amounts ace to ba
obtained Trom ths residents of the tounships
themaslves, 1T the community councils sre to
provide any material bensfits for tewnship
rasidents; thia can only bea done at the cost
of ralsing rents snormously (witnesa ths
way in which Sowsto is being forced to pay for
its slectrification programms),

To take the case of Jjust ons township
in South Africa = and one in which conditions
ars better than in many othar african arsas =
Sowsto. Community council director of finance,
IM Florence, sstimates that tha Figure at
currant prices nesded to "upgrada' Sowsto
in terms of roed improvements, sewerage,
drains and housing ie Ri=-billion, and that
®the money will have to bs repaild by Sowsto
like any other local authority®,

Hotes.

For important beckground materisml to the
question of rents and the financing of
townshipe, ses ths following:

1« Renter paying for incorporation. Work
In Progress 12, April 1980,

2y Shoss without laces? The financing of
urban bleck townships, with specisl
refearonce to Soweto and the Sowato
Community Council, John Kans=Berman,
mimso, SAIAA 1980,

Kane=Berman, John, Sowsto: black reveolt,
white reaction, Rawan Press, 1978,

B o

: FoA L i T

Broken windows st the Urben Bentu Council Chambars, Jabulani,
after the rents demonstration of April 1977.

Rents: Mondlo

MONOLO = described as a "hotbed of hatred',
roads unlit end duaty, crime and disssss
gommon, in the two new schools ths puplls
have to slt on the floor, A Star nevspaper
report on ths tounship was hesded 'One would
axpect to find guerilles thare' = & reference
ko tha ;rr.lt gf ANC fighters Doyce Bogsals
and Thomas Fngadi in this township earlisr
this yesr (see report on the Silverton Triaml
1; the Courts section in this YIP and slso in
WiP 14},

The populstion of sbout 35 D0D is composad
of pecple From FTerme { ex lsbour tenants) and
from the townships around the Northern Hatal
towns of Dundee; Vryhald, Glencos and Peul
Pietersburgs For exesple; the population
of Bhekuzulu locstion at Vryheid wes going to
be the first townahip moved as a whole
{Sunday Post, 14.01.79).
have already moved to Osizweni and Ngutu,

Many of these people

where yet snother tewnship is said to be
planned.

In 1973 Dr Anthony Barker mentioned that
thers were '3 000 dwellers in loaned tents ...
in 1963'" st Mondlo.

Earlier this yesr it was reported that
reglidentas st Mondlo owsd the KwaZulu qnuurnmnnﬁ
no leass than R194 000 in outatanding rates
(ROM, 17.04.80).

Rates had been increassd from B4c to
RG6,40 (1) a month, but 99% of residents
rofused to pay this edditional amounts The
incresse was said to be necessary to pay for
piped water for sach plot and for rubbish
temoval,

The increase hed caused a lot
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