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LESSON 2 9 . 

T H E GOLD MINES (Part 2.) 

surface, separate, blown, ouocea, malt. 
(jamw, charge, thrown, large, half, 

M N M . 

When the truck* are on the surface they 
are uken to the milk where the pieces of 
rock are crushed into fine dust. In this dust 
is the gold which must be separated from it. 

At one time when the gold had been taken 
out, the fine white dust that was left was 
carried in trucks along a railway line and 
thrown on to the vela. l a the bat fifty or 
sixty years so much dust hat been thrown out 
that there are now many white hills near 
Johannesburg. On theae hiile nothing grows 
and when there is a wind the dust is blows 
about and covers everything. 

The gold is melted in great pots and msde 
into bricks, moat of which are sent sway to 
other countries. 

The miners work underground for about 
eight hours and then come to the surface 
again in cages. They go to their rooms where 
those who want to do so may have a hot bath 
to wash off the dust. 

All the cooking is done by steam in fine 
large clean kitchens and dinner is ready when 
the men come in from work. Each man gets 
twenty-four ounces of mealic-meal, six ounces 
of bread, three ounce* of beans, half an ounce 
of fat, five ounces of vegetables and about half 
a pound of meat every day. 

After they have finished eating* the men do 
as they please. Some play games in the fresh 
air to keep themaelvea well and strong, some 
lie on the grata and smoke, rest and talk, 
others read book* or write letters home. 
There is a night school for those who want to 
learn. If a man wishes to go sway from the 
mines to do some shopping or to visit his 
friends, he must get permission first. 

The men get free bedrooms and beds but 
mutt bring their own blankets and pillow*. 
Some like clean white sheets and pretty covers 

oh their beds. Everything in these rooms is 
kept verv clean. 

If s man shows that he is hard-working, 
brave and wise, he is put in charge of s small 
party and is paid more money. 

Many men send monev to their parenta or 
wives every month. Sometimca they draw 
only ten ahillian of their pay each month to 
buy clothe* and any other little things they 
want and leave the rest to take home when 
they have finished working. 

At each big mine there is a hospital where 
those who are sick or hurt are looked after 
carefully by doctors and nureea. 

8oxed i n a e r t e ere ex t rec te f roa 'Gov 

Engl ish Readers for Bantu Schcola ' . 

Angola: 1961 rebellion 
THE ANGOLAN KCVOLUTION and aubeequent c i v i l 

war haa been one of the longeet and bloodiaat 

c o n f l i c t s avar experienced i n modern Af r ican 

h i s t o r y , i n th l a paper I a * going to axealne 

in eoac d a t a l l one of the inaur rec t lona which 

occurrad during the i n i t i a l phaae of tha 

r e v o l u t i o n * i n Kerch 1961* In tha coffee 

growing region of Northern Angola. I have 

th ree reeaone for wanting to attempt an analya ia 

of th l a event . T l r t t of a l l * tha Northern 

r e v o l t i a i n danger of being w r i t t e n o f f 

h i a t o r l e a l l y aa being of l i t t l e conaaquanca 

to tha development of Angola'a na t iona l 

r e v o l u t i o n . The euante of tha i n a u r r a c t i o n did 

not auba tan t l a l l y involve the p o l i t i c a l party 

which haa aubaaquantly bacoaa the governnant 

of Angola* the Popular flovoaont ror the 

L i b e r a t i o n of Asjgola (FIPLA). The HPLA was in 

1961 an urban-or iented aovoaent* wi th i t a 

baaa i n the auasequea of tha Angolan c a p i t a l . 

Luanda, f o r tha HPLA, tha a l g n i f i c a n t event 

I n 1961 woe an u p r i a i n g i n Luanda* when In 

Tebruary* 500 badly araed aon, apparently 

organieed by flPLA cedree, attacked Luanda 

p r i a o n . According t o an o f f i c i a l HPLA accounts 

"Thia data* which profoundly touchea the 
heart of our people* mark* the beginning 
of tha phaae of our na t iona l l i b e r a t i o n 
a t ruggla which l a i n e v i t a b l y leading to 
coaplata independence. . * . * 

Uhereaa the Warch i n a u r r a c t i o n in the North 

involved 

• • • • • t h a eoat backward eleaento of the 
Angolan people in a deeperate atruggla 
without determined ob ject ives* which 
could only lead to defeat and f a i l u r e * * ( 1 ) 

However* notwithetandlng tha emphasis ea r ly 

HPLA ideologues placed on tha r o l e of an 

A f r i c a * p e t i t bourgeoiaie ef c i v i l aatvanta and 

i n t e l l e c t u a l workers i n conjunction wi th the 

urban working claea i n being tha main dr iv ing 

force behind tha revo lu t ion ( 2 ) t by and la rge 

tha Angolan war hee boon a paaeant war and 

any analye le of i t thet doaa not inoluda an 

apprec ia t ion ef tha dynaalca of peeeent 

a o c i a t l a a in Angola in the 1950a and 1960a i a 

bound to be e u p e r f i c i e l . 

fly eecond reason for looking at the 

Northern r e v o l t i a t h a t I aenaa t h a t there l e 

e very r e a l def ic iency i n the a v a i l a b l e 

l i t e r a t u r e on the war. I w i l l be r e f e r r i n g t o 
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th ia I n "ore d a i a i l b a l w i hara I w i l l Juat 

b r i a f l y o u t l i n e ay misgiv ings* Thara ara four 

• tandard works on tha wart two of thsm ara opan 

in t h e i r p o l i t i c a l commitment to th# cauaa of 

tha Popular hovement — tha works of tha B r i t i s h 

Journa l is t Baa i l Davidson, and tha Canadian 

w r i t e r uon Bsrnett* . Tha i r work rsprsssnts a 

conaldarabla schisvsmsnti at a t i e s whan l i t t l a 

a t t e n t i o n wee baing paid to a c o n f l i c t i n a 

vary remote and inaccessible par t of tha wor ld , 

both Davidson and Barnatt wara a c t i v e i n tha 

f i a l d v i n tha f ront i i n a of h i s t o r i c a l reseerch. 

in tarv iawing p a r t i c i p a n t s in tha c o n f l i c t and 

c o l l e c t i n g ora l a a t a r i a l from thoaa who had 

l i ved through tha co lon ia l experience* And i t 

i a dona wi th h i s t o r i c a l e e n e i t i v i t y and 

conaldarabla syapathy ( e q u a l i t y which c a r t a i n 

l i t a r a t u r a sadly l a c k s ) * However* t h a i r f i r a t 

hand axparianca was l i a i t a d to tha r e l a t i v e l y 

i so la tad and aparaaly s a t t l a d d i s t r i c t s of ths 

Caatarn t h a a t r s of tha war. whara tha rtPLA 

found i t a i n i t i a l r u r a l baas. Thia ragion was 

in c a r t a i n waya tha lemet a f f ac tad by tha 

impact of Portuguasa colonia l ism and tha 

incorporat ion of Angola i n t o tha i n t s r n a t i o n o l 

c a p i t a l i s t economy* i t d id not provide 

condit ions which would bs saay to gansra l isa 

f roa w i t h ragard to tha othar thaatras of 

c o n f l i c t * I f wa ara t a l k i n g about a paaaantry 

i n terms of tha d a f i n l t l o n givsn to that group 

by John Saul and Roger Uoods, t h a t i a 
•smel l a g r i c u l t u r a l produoars who wi th 
ths hslp of simple equipment and tha 
labor of t h a i r f e m i l i e e produce aa in ly 
for t h a i r own consumption and (ay emphasis) 

for tha f u l f i l m e n t of ob l iga t ions to 
tha holdar of economic and p o l i t i c a l 
power****" ( 3 ) 

than i n terme of tha fo l lowing* and to an extent 

t h s i r a i d d l a ranking leadsrsh lp , L M I A snd 

FNLA/UPA. ( ths two othar n a t i o n a l i s t pa r t i as 

involved in tha r e v o l u t i o n ) , wara passant— 

or lantad in a way t h a t tha I1PLA waa not i tha 

Eastern raglons d id not produce a e i g n i f i c a n t 

a g r i c u l t u r a l eurplus for tha c a p l t a l i a t aarkat 

aa was tha caaa eleewhere* 

Of tha othar two aain s tud ies , ona by 

American academic Profssaor John f lsrcu* l a 

aora concsrnsd w i t h tha development of p o l i t i c a l 

p a r t i a a as such, ra thar than tha d e t a i l s of tha 

eoclo-econoaic environment they operated in j 

that of the French commentator flene P e l i e s l e r 

i s marred by an u n a r i t i c e l ecceptsnoe of 

o f f i e i e l Portugueee sooounts of the revo l t ee 

w e l l ae a tendency to look for explanations in 

psyahologlcal f a a t u r e a and i l l - d e f i n e d concspts 

l i k e ' t r i b a l i s m * ( 4 ) * Whet i a locking i s a 

study which a t teap ta to look a t the p o l i t i e e l 

aoveaants w i t h i n s p e c i f i c regional oontexte 

giving dus oonsideret lon to the wey l o c e l 

economies end t h e i r s o c l s t i e s can ehape and 

determine the p o l i t i c a l movement* In a vary 

aodsst way* t h i s paper attempte soaa suftgeetions 

as to how t h i s oon be done* 

Hy t h i r d end aain reason for w r i t i n g about 

the 1961 insur rec t ion i e t h e t e couple of yearo 

ago during a period ee a reeeerch worker at ths 

Univers i ty a f York 's Centre for Southern Afr icer 

Studies I set someone wi th en i n t i a e t e knowledgs 

of the region who generously provided soma very 

velueble source a a t a r i a l f o r ma* This wee the 

Bapt ist missionary* Oevid G r s n f e l l , who worked 

i n Northern Angola for t h i r t y yeers before 

h ie expulsion by the Portugucss a u t h o r i t i e s * 

Ha knew many of t h e p o l i t i e e l l eaders , 

espec ie l l y thoee of the Union of the People 
of Angola (known today as ths FNLA), M M * of 

them having been sducated st Bapt is t schools* 

In tha tan years fo l lowing the I n i t i a l 

saplosion he ren e refugee eett lemsnt in 

Z a i r e and through t h i s wee i n oonetant and 

in t imate touch both wi th the s x i l e p o l i t i c a l 

laedsrship in Kinshasa but also wi th 

condit lone w i t h i n Angola* I t i s on hie 

unpublished manuscripts* notee snd 

asmorenduas that aany of the remarks i n 

t h i a paper are baeed* 

Let us s t s r t wi th a b r i e f o u t l i n e of 

the events of the r e v o l t i n the tforth* I am 

baaing th ia very bare ehronology on the most 

ample eourcel thet l a , J oh a- As r cum*. During 

February 1961 young a c t i v i s t s of tha Union of 

the People of Angola were eent over ths 

Congoless bordsr in to Northsra Angola to 

organlee end make preparat ions for an 

u p r i s i n g * The UPA claimed an overwhelaing 

popular reoponso* c i t i n g revolut ionary r m l l i e e 

held In c a r t a i n v i l l a g e s * a t t r a c t i n g ovsr 3*000 

people* On Kerch 12th the f i r s t small soale 

i eo le ted at tacke on cof fee p lente t ione begent 

these reached e orsscendo of violence three 

deye l a t e r wi th the r e v o l t i n esveral placea 

of p lan ta t ion workare who k i l l e d managers and 

white peroonnol* a looeely co-ordinated 

strategy of independent esseul te on f a r a s t 

storee and government o f f i c e s * accompanied by 

tha d ie rup t ion of ooamunlcatlona* Portuguess 

casua l t iee w i t h i n the f i r s t few dsys smounted 

t o about 250 , snd at the snd of three aonthe 

t h i e f i g u r e t\m6 swelled to 750 . I n addi t ion* 

e la rge unspecif ied number of p len te t lon workers 

on contract f roa Southsrn Angole were k i l l e d * 

though there i e considereble c o n f l i c t between 

tha var ious sources ss to whetnsr these 



people wore k i l l e d by UPA lneurgcnte or se the 

r e e u l t of Portuguese-inspired r e p r l e e l e * Where 

there la ogreoment i s t h a t tha Portuguaaa 

countormeeeuroo which fol lowed tha i n i t i a l 

a t tacks massively onlergad tha arena of tha 

c o n f l i c t * A Cprpgs ds Voluntar ios (voluntary 

forca ) U I I craatadx a loosaly d i a c l p l i n a d 
c i v i l i a n a u x i l i a r y to tha araad f o r c t a which 

wee abla to exact tha Boat t a r r i b l a r a t r l b u t i o n 

on tha Af r ican communityi 20,000 vara t o d ia 

aa tha r e e u l t both of i ih i ta e e t t l e r act ion and 

tha a f f o r t a of tha m i l i t a r y which included tha 

daat ruct ion of v l l l o g e e wi th bombs and napalm 

t h a t had up u n t i l than baan unaffactad by tha 

c o n f l i c t . In t h i s i n i t i a l phaaa elemente of a 

cruda UPA atratagy had baan baaad on tha 

b a l i a f t h a t v aa in tha cast of tha Balglan 

Congo* ona massive sudden ganaral upr is ing 

would ahock tha Portuguaaa admin is t ra t ion 

and tha s t t t l a r a in to wi thdrawal ! and aa in 

tha csaa of than rocant avants in T u n i s i a , 

a ganaral upr is ing would mobi l ise tha fores 

of world opinion and in p a r t i c u l a r that of tha 

Unitad Notions, i n t o act ing against Por tuga l * 

Thass axpactationa wara to ba diaappointadt 

i n l a t a A p r i l a 'second g u a r i l l a phaaa1 waa 

proclaimed by tha UPA leadersh ip , which 

concantratad i n tha fo l lowing aonths on 

e t tempt ing to daatroy tha cof faa crop - «. 

which I n i t i a l l y thay had hopad would ba 

harvastad by Af r ican fermore in a l i b a r a t a d 

Angola* Tha Portuguaaa bagan a counter-

ofTanaiva i n Auguat. Rafugaa communities and 

g u a r i l l a s withdraw from tha araaa of sett lement 

and main l inaa of communication to form 

temporary v i l l a g e r - Sanie la* - in accsssibla 

mountain rangaa and f o r e s t s . Than bagan a 

long and aavaga war of a t t r i t i o n aa tha 

L'-MMmeaeeeeBBBBeejeBseBejeBBBBBBBssasseeessmaaeeeeeeeBBseeeeeeeeeMBaei 

Portuguaaa want along t ry ing to f lush thaaa 

paopla out of tha UPA ' l i b a r a t a d zones*. 

I t i a wi th t h i s i n i t i a l ganaral upr ia ing 

that t h i e paper daala w i t h . Why d id the r e v o l t 

take place whan i t did and why d id i t take on 

t h l a p a r t i c u l a r forms an i n i t l e l lnaurgancy 

generat ing a maasive popular raeponee? tfhat 

waa tha soc ia l c r i a i a that these evente 

re f lec ted? 

A descr ip t ion of tha region and the 

people who inhabited i t w i l l ba useful* The 

r e v o l t took place i n the two Northern d i a t r i c t e 
of Angola* once known s l i g h t l y confusingly aa 

tha Congo d i s t r i c t , now divided in to the Za i re 

end Ulge d i a t r i c t e . I t i a sn area which i a 

bieected by r i v e r s Inc luding t r i b u t a r i a a af 

the grea t River Congo, marked by heavy r a i n f a l l 

denea vegetat ion inc luding t r o p i c a l ra in f o r e e t , 

genera l l y low r e l i e f aave for the Halange 

p la teeu in the centre of the two reglona which 

containa the headwatara for tha main r i v e r s * 

The t e r r e i n craatea conaiderabla d i f f l c u l t l e e 

for communications, and deepite r e l e t l v e l y 

le rge populet ion meny ereae are f a i r l y 

inaccess ib le . Combine these feetures wi th a 

border (w i th Za i re ) that repreaented nei ther 

a i g n i f i c a n t geographical nor ethnic/ lenguage 

d iv is ions and i t l a not d i f f i c u l t to aae 

n a t u r a l factora which oould favour tha 

axletanca of a auetained g u e r i l l a movement* 

The Northern Angolan region l e inhabited 

by the 8akongo peoples, a c lus ter of t r i b a a 

speaking c lose ly r e l e t e d languages end ehering 

a paet t r a d i t i o n of p o l i t i c a l un i ty under the 

Kongo kingdom et Seo Selvodor* There were in 

1960 approximately one and a h a l f m i l l i o n 

Kicongo apeakera e e t t l e d on both eidaa of the 

Angole/Zeire bordert of theee about h a l f a 
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m i l l i o n l i ved in Angola. The Bakongo-wero the 

f i r e t group to come i n t o contect wi th the 

Portugueee when explorere a r r ived a t what i a 

now cel led Seo Salwador in 1482* The Kongo 

king wee beptieed i n 1491 end eince then there 

hea been a t r a d i t i o n of Kongo klnga eeeuaing 

Portuguseo/Chrlet ian nameo* During the s ixteenth 

century tha Kongo court wee reatruotured along 

Portugueee l i n e e end the royal fami ly wae to 

embrece Portugueee c u l t u r e * However* the 

I n i t i a l r a l a t i o n e h i p between the two kingdoms, 

which In the beginning wee boss*) on en 

ecceptamce by the Portugueee of the equal 

aovereignty of the Kongo kingdom, waa to 

d e t e r i o r a t e wi th the development of the 

Portugueee alava t r a d e * 

The slews t rade involved ware between 
the neighbouring peoplee and the Portugueee 

Bekongo c l i e n t e t e t e ae w e l l aa internecine 

o e n f l i c t , end t h i e wae to elowly erode the 

power and moral au thor i t y of the Kongo 

a t a t e * 8y 1600* 14,000 elavaa ware being 

exported from t h i s region every year . Attmmpta 

by Kongo kinga to r e e i a t Portugueee inf luence 

cu la ine ted in t h e i r de feet i n 1665 e t Ambuile* 

from 1665 u n t i l the time of formal annaxetian 

i n t o the Portugueee empire which took place in 

1863, the Kongo kingdom, Increaa ingly 

daaorel ieed and d isun i ted , wee dependent on 

Portugueee goodwil l rether then populer 

ecceptence of i t e legi t imacy for i t e contlnwmd 

mxietence* The r e l a t i v e aer l ineee of c o l o n i a l 

penet ra t ion and tha bletoncy of the incorpora­

t ion of t r a d i t i o n a l au thor i t y i n t o c o l o n i a l 

c u l t u r e by tha metropol i tan power point to a 

a t a t e of Ideo log ica l c r i a i a in Qakongo eocletyt 

a a t a t e of c r l e i a t h a t waa w e l l developed by 

the middle of the nineteenth century when 
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t h 0 aatabl iahaant of p lan ta t ion a g r i c u l t u r a 

t o tho South of tho rogion daaandad a naw 

i n t a n a l t y i n tho a x p l o i t a t l o n of tho rsgion's 

labour n t o u r c M , This took placa f i r s t undar 

s l a v s r y , and than f roa 1876 in taras of * 

forcad labour cod* which tha t r a d i t i o n a l 

a u t h o r i t i a a wsra powarlsss to r a a l a t . 

This c r i a i a found i t s axpraaalon in a 

aar ioa of r u r a l upr is ings and a l l l s n a r i s n 

aovaasnts, as tha Bakongo aaaaaa* daspair ing 

of f i n d i n g solsco, sscur i ty and happinass 

w i t h i n tha subvortad o ld ordar , sought tha 

dawning of a now ags« ( f t l l l s n a r i a n aovaaanta 

usual ly lnvo lvs a rasponss to tha undaralning 

of t r a d i t i o n a l aacur i ty as s a o c i a t y , or a 

p a r t i c u l a r claas or group in t h s t • o c i i t y , 

i s undaralnad and gradual ly daatroyod* Such 

aovaaanta usual ly sasrgs in rssponsa to 

tho proeaaass of c o l o n l a l l s a and undar* 

davalopaant, and tha i n i t i a l aaarganca of 

c a p i t a l i a a i n ona of i t s foras* Uaually 

invo lv ing r u r a l * paaaant-baaad a o c i a t l a a v 

a i l l s n s r l s n aovaaanta of tsn lncluds a 

a y a t l c a l * s s a l - r a l l g l o u a obsrsotsr , and 

a r a eharactar iaad by a b s i l a f i n tha 

coring of a nan psrlod ( ths a i l l s n n i u « , 

or thousand yssr psrlod of happ inaaa) -ad i tora )» 

In Northarn Angola thaaa aovaaanta took a 

v l o l a n t fo ra i n tho psrlod 1860 t o 1914, during 

which t l M tha Portuguaao undartook a aar iaa 

of a i l i t a r y oaaealgna to br ing tha North undar 

t h a i r a f f o c t i v a c o n t r o l I n taraa of tha 1865 

B a r l l n agrsaaant* Howavar, tha andlng of t h i a 

pr laary pariod of raa iatanca by tha 6akongo 

aaasss d id not snd ths ln f lusnca of 

a i l l o n s r i s n i s a i ra thar i t gatharad a nsw 

I n t s n s i t y , f i r s t wi th tha H a f u l a i a t s , than tha 

Kiabangulata, than tha Tocoista v than tha 

Lasayiata and f i n a l l y tha Tonal aovsasnt, which 

l i k s i t s pradocaaaora proclaioad tha cooing of 

a naw a l l l o n n i u a 

" • • • i n which tho anoastors would bs 
rssurroctsd and br ing wi th thaa tha 
r ichaa of Curopai whltaa would ba 
daatroyod by f i r o and waters tha black 
kingdom of tha nagroaa would ba 
aatsblishadf and tha blacka would 
become w h i t s s . " {S > 

This a U i s n i a l t r a d i t i o n * 1 aa going to 

auggastv condit lonad and a f fac tad tha nature 

of tha lnaurraot ion of 1961• 4 a l l l o n i a l 

aovaaant proc la laa tha dawning of a naw aga t 

and i a of tan baaad around tha r a l i g i o u a 

laadorahlp of a prophat o la ia ing to hava 

spac ia l powara of v i a l o n and haa l lng* I t a 

praualanca i n Bakongo t r a d i t i o n l a not 

acc idan ta l i f i r s t of a l l thara waa a har i taga 

of a fo ra of C h r i s t i a n i t y which lnvolvad 

ravoranca of anoaator* , which datod f roa ths 

i n i t i a l pariod of c o l o n i a l contac t | aacoadly, 

wa hava tha aar ly braokdown of t r a d i t i o n a l 

a a t h o r l t y and i t s aors l ordar f a procass 

a c t l a o l y ancouragad by tha Portuguaaa who 

daatroyod thoss c h l a f t a l n c i a a t h a t ahowad 

any indapsndsnt a u t h o * i t y i by 1933 no ganulna 

oh la fa any longar axiatad ( 6 ) | t h i r d l y thara 

waa tho l o n g - t a r a d is rup t ion of tha aoolal 

s t ruc tura aa a resu l t of ths iapact of tha 

a lava t r a d s | four th ly thars waa a atrong fo lk 

asaory Qt a onca un i ted and strong p o l i t i c a l 

klngdoai o a r t o l n aovaaanta I l k a tha Klabanguist i 

aought i t a raaur rac t ion i snd f i n a l l y thara waa 

tho probloa of land a l l a n a t i o n - th ia waa tha 

rogion aoat aar ioua ly a f f ac tad I n Angola* us 

w i l l look st tha d s t a i i and cooplaxity of tha 

land quastion in a aoaantt hara i t i s s u f f i o i a n t 

to a ts to t h s t ths loss of land rsprssantad not 

a i a p l y a a a t s r l s l loaa but also contr lbutad t o 

tho d iarupt ion of tha aoral foundationa of 

t r a d i t i o n a l b a l l o f a and faa l lnga of a a l f 

l d a n t i t y aaong tha 6skongoi lsnd wss not 

o lap ly ths s l t a a f tha l i v i n g raproaantat lvaa 

of tha c l a n , but alao of t h a i r ancastors ( 7 ) » 

flillanlal aovaaanta ara of tsn assoolstad 

w i t h claasss in dac l lna* wi th aoc la t las which 

hava l l t t l a hopa af proaervlng t h a i r l n t a g r i t y 

and oohaaion in a changing aconoalo ordart a 

a i l l a n i a l aovaaant thua of tan quastiona tha 

foundations and naturo of tha naw ordar whioh 

l a undarBinlng o ld valuaa* I t l a I n thaaa ts ras 

t h a t . I n 1968 ths Angolan Prophat, Slaae 

Toko, waa to w r l t a t o h ia Bakongo fo l lowara i 

"Thara i a no raaaon to fasr ths whits 
aon, bacauss hs haa a l raady loot tho 
powar praviously givan to h ia by God* 
God i s angry w i t h h i a , bocousa hs hss 
coaa l t tad sauaral graat s ins. A naw 
C h r i s t , a black C h r l a t , aha l l ooao, and 
Toko i s his prophat. To h i a God has givan 
tho powar whioh boforo ho had givan to 
tha whi ts aan« 

Tha land l a oura and i t waa tha whlta aan 
who a t o l a i t * Now,, wa ara wary a t rong, 
and baaidas wo hava tha halp of our 
anoastors* Alraady wa hava occuplod tha 
North and tha South* now wo havs only t o 
b u i l d up ohurchaa i n tha Cast and tha 
wsat« w i t h i n a short t i a s wa a h a l l ooaaand 
a i l A f r i c a , Tha whits shs l l subait to us 
snd w i l l bscoas our ssrvanta* With in a 
short t i a a , Siaao Toka s h s l l r a t u r n aa 
our l l b a r a t o r * * 

¥ • 

Toko waa to f ind tho graataat nuabar of h ia 

fo l lowars aaongat dlaplscsd slsasnts of ths 

popu la t ion , sspseia l ly saong thoss who wsra 

l l t s r a t s ( tho fac t that tha B a p t i a t a , tha a a l n 

Protaatant inf iuanca in tha rag ion , wsra tha 

only Angolan a laa ion to provide l l t a r a t u r a in 
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tha vernacular i a n g u t g i , ia S i g n i f i c a n t ) * I t 

wee th i a group who tended to openly dafy tha 

au thor i t y of t r i b a l eldero who had baan 

d iac rad i tad for t h a i r compl ic i ty wi th whitee 

in tha recruitment of contract labour ( 8 ) * 

Tha p a r t i c i p a t i o n or auch people 

con t rad ic t * tha HPLA enalye ie of tha Northern 

Revol t , which arguad that tha r a v o l t found i t a 

main oonatituancy among tha *moat backward 

elcmente of tha p e a s a n t r y ' . Other analyeoo, 

inc luding that of :iarcu» and tha Bapt is t 

miaeionary, Thomas Okuma* argua that tha sain 

fooua of tha r a v o l t l a found in tha aap i ra t lona 

and concerne of a email aducatad Bakongo e l i t e * 

I would argua that t h i a i a a lao misleading. To 

f u l l y undaratand tha avanta i n Northarn Angola 

during 1961* wa naad to know eomething of tha 

impact of cap i ta l i sm on r u r a l economic l i f e * 

Tha f i r a t attempts to davalop Angola aa 

a p lan ta t ion economy came in tha 1830a* w i t h 

tha establishment of coffaa and augar 

p lan ta t iona workad by sieve labour jua t north 

of Luanda* In tha fo l lowing yaare thaaa 

p lanta t iona gradual ly extended northwarda wi th 

tha axtant ion of tha araa of a f f a c t i v a 

Portuguaaa a u t h o r i t y * I n 1856 tha Portuguaaa 

announcad that slavery would gradual ly ba 

phssad out ovar tha next twanty years* In i t a 

placa a eyctem of forcad labour waa introduced. 

A labour coda waa drawn up which apac i f lad that 

paopla def inad aa vagranta could ba put to work* 

Thia waa axtandad in tha 1899 ragu la t lone which 

ware centred on tha 'moral and l e g a l o b l i g a t i o n 

to work** I n 1914 a l l Afr icana save thoaa 

def inad aa 'c lv i lad .oe ' ( ' c i v i l i e e d ones') ware 

required to enter i n t o waga labour (or have 

soma means of cash production) f o r a a p a c i f i 

period each year* 

The movement and f low of labour waa 

regulated and cont ro l lad through a 'cordenoto' 

or paaabook eyetam* In 1928 tha ayatem wae 

f u l l y a leboratad w i t h tha I n a t i t u t i o n of tha 

c l a a e i f i c a t i o n of tha Af r ican populat ion i n t o 

' lnd ioanatoa 1 and ' a a a j a l l a t i o a ' A l e thoea 

c l a a a i f i a d a t not f u l l y ' c i v i l i s e d 1 , end thoac 

whom tha Portuguaaa f a i t ware ' c i v i l i s e d * enough 

t o ba aeaimi la tad i n t o tha r u l i n g a l i t m - a d i t o r ) 

Indigsnatof wera a l l thoaa who d id not f u l f i l 

rather rigoroue mx i ta r i a and taata of education, 

waalth and abaorpt ion of Partuguaea c u l t u r e * 

Thay were placed under a eyetam of nat ive law 

which aubjactad them to labour requirements* 

end an i n d i r e c t r u l e eyctem i n which tha ohiefo 

functioned ae labour r a c r u i t i n g aganta and 

pat ty a d a i n l e t r a t o r o * under tha olooa 

auparvlelon of Portuguaaa o f f i c i a l * . Apart 

from othar d i a a b l l i t i e a * the indloonatos 

could not hold landed property under 

i n d i v i d u a l tanura (ownerahip)* To comply wi th 

tha raqulrmmenta for mambarehlp of the 

aealmlledoo group waa vary d i f f i c u l t - and 

even by i960 , tha numbare of th ia p r i v i l i g a d 

minority wera t i n y . 

Coffaa c u l t i v a t i o n only began cont r ibu t ing 

a major proport ion of Angolan mvrporte a f t a r 

tha dapreaaion of tha 1930a* and I n tha yeare 

up t o and during the eacond world war* Tha 

f i r a t phaaa of tha dmvelopment of cof fee aa a 

major export crop in t h i a region waa dominated 

by a few huge companiee wi th conceeelone to 

grow cof fee from tha Portuguaaa* However* t h i a 

i n i t i a l period alao provided an opportunity 

for A f r i c a n producara to raapond t o tha new 

world demand! Af r ican farmara had been growing 

ooffee I n tha region to eupplaaant t h a i r 

eubeietanca production for naar ly a century* 

Even during tha 1960a* a f t e r a decade of 

encroachment on Af r ican landholdlnge* naar ly 

a quarter of tha aaraaga davotad t o coffaa 

c u l t i v a t i o n wae reread by an Af r ican peasantry* 

( 9 ) » That i t regained a paaaantry and did not 

evolve i n t o a c a p i t a l l e t farmer populat ion 

employing labour waa at l a a e t p a r t l y a t t r i b u t a b l e 

to the ragulat lone regarding Af r ican land 

tanura* Under a communal eyetam of t r a d i t i o n a l 

tanura I t waa d i f f i c u l t for Ind lv ldua la ta 

acquire la rge p lo ta of lend f o r t h a i r own or 

t h a i r f a m i l i a a 1 uee* Only thoae who q u a l i f i e d 

f o r aealmllado atatua could buy or e a l l land 

i n competit ion wi th othar Portuguaea mlt lxane* 

Given tha c u l t u r a l requirements of f u l l 

Portugueaa c i t l x a n e h i p * i t waa u n l i k a l y that 

euoh paopla would remain wi th in the a g r i c u l t u r a l 

aactor* Consequently* daapl te tha poe i t lva 

raaponaa of tha 6akongo paaeantry ta cof fee 

growing for the market* we do not f i n d the 

emergence of large*ecale aoolal a t r a t l f i c a t l c n 

(eg the emergence of r i ch peaeante employing 

poor pmeeanta ea lmbourere* etc - e d i t o r ) * 

Coffee p lan t ing re ther remained e eource of 

eupplementery incoae* and.confirmed Bakongo 

e g r i c u l t u r a l i a t e in t h e i r etatue of email 

fa raare producing mainly for eubeietonce, and 

to f u l f i l eb l ige t lone to the holdera of 

p o l i t i c a l and aconomlo power ( l e tha d e f i n i t i o n 

of a paaaantry quoted from Seul and Wooda e t 

the beginning of t h l e paper - e d i t o r ) , Deepite 

t h i a * the region enjoyed r e l e t l v e proeperl ty 

whan compared to othar ereaa of Angelei t h l e 

wae r e f l e c t e d In the wagea of the p lan ta t ion 

aactor in Ulge* which were near ly three timae 
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greater than thoae paid in tha c a n t r a l p la teau 

region of Bongu l a ( 1 0 ) * Ae f i l l ba seen, tha 

p lan ta t lona vara to experience conoidereble 

d i f f i c u l t y i n loca l racruitaiant from tha 

Bakonge, 

n o « v « r t daualopaanta a f t a r tha aacond 

world war vara to eauaa a sharp decl ine in 

the poa i t ion of tha Bakongo peeeantry* Tha 

colonia ing power, Por tuga l , begen a programme 

of extonoivo resett lement of l t a r u r a l 

populat ion* Thla uaa aimed at o f f a a t t i n g tha 

r i s i n g aooial tanaiona of a e w i f t l y growing 

populat ion which could not ba prouldad for 

by domeetlo ( i a Portuguaaa) economic growth! 

i n European torme Portugal m a and remoino a 

doeperetely poor country wi th a par capi ta 

Income dur ing t h a 1950a which waa not much 

la rgar than that of Ghana* Batwaan 1955 and 

1960 tha government ancouragad 50.000 paaaanta 

from metropolitan Portugal and tha Capa Varda 

ia landa t o a a t t l a i n Angolei i n tha whole 

daeada tha whita populat ion incraaaad from 

79,000 i n 1950 to 175.000 i n 1961 ( 1 1 ) . Tha 

a a t t l a r a froai Portugal wara expected by tha 

a u t h o r l t i a a to dovalop a peaaant-emell farmar 

mode of ox ie tence. Though thaaa plana vara 

not a l togathar eucceeoful • many of tha a a t t l a r a 

moved i n t o towna t o compete wi th Afr ieene for 

l o w - e k l l l e d Joba * navarthalaaa tha e f fec ts of 

aat t laaiant on tha l ive l ihood of Bakongo 

paaaanta wara eevoret 360.000 aoraa wara 

granted during tha 1950e to whi ta immlgrente 

i n tha coffee-growing araaa of Za l ra and Uiga 

wi th tha r a a u l t that by 1960 naarly h a l f tha 

Af r ican populat ion which had pravioualy 

anjoyad aocaaa to land a u i t a b l a for tha 

growing of c o f f e e , had baan foread of f that 

land ( 1 2 ) . 

Thla procaaa of r a a a t t l i n g Portuguaaa 

paaaanta In Angola waa to inwolvo widaapraad 

•buaaga of A f r ican land tenure . A f r ican 

communally-held land wee, by v i r t u e of tha 

1933 c o n s t i t u t i o n , par t of tha public domain* 

Tha r igh t of accaaa t o land cuetomarily occupied 

by tha community waa in theory guarantaad by 

tha Native S ta tu te of 1954. JndlQgnatos ware 

forbidden to a e l l or donate land to non-Afr ieane* 

Land could only ba p a r c e l l e d out to a e t t l e r a 

i f I t wee held to be vacant end unoccupied. 

Before auch land wee hended over to e e t t l e r e * 

they were euppoeed t o go through- an immensely 

complicoted bureauoret lc procedure. I n e v i t e b l y 

t h i e admin is t ra t ive system broke downs i t wee 

too complicated to cope e f f i c i e n t l y with tha 

roqulremonto of over a thouaand new app l ica t ions 

f o r land by a e t t l e r e * Coneequently. e e t t l e r e 

tended to tiypeee the l ega l prooaee end on t h e i r 

own i n i t i a t i v e occupy land ragerdleee of i t e 

ec tua l e tetue* Oevid Gren fe l l noted in 1961t 

"The indigene hee no r i g h t e to h ie own 
lend* or even t h a t on which h ie v i l l a g e 
i e b u i l t * I heww known aavara i v l l l e g e e 
ordered to move becauae a Portugueae 
wanted that end en e jecent lend for e 
cof fee garden. . . .meny more ceeea of 
where e Portugueee had taken a coffee 
gerden of en Af r ican becauae i t wee 
'neg lected** On eoma oocaolone tha owner 
wae ewey on contrect labour working i n , 
tha coffee garden of a Portugueee.** ( 1 3 ) * 

I n 19S6 the Bekongo king werned h ie oubjocte 

t h a t I f they did not c u l t i v e t e t h e i r cof fee 

holdinge i n t e n e l v e l y end e f f i c i e n t l y they would 

have tham expropriated by the e u t h o r i t l e e * ( 1 4 ) 

C e r t e l n edmin ia t ra t ive o f f i c i a l e hod the power 

to declere gerdene neglected ( 1 5 ) , 

The e e t t l e r pretence e f fected the Bakongo 

economic existence i n other weye t o o . 

T r e d l t i o n a l l y tha d iv is ion of labour w i th in 

Bakongo houaeholda had l e f t eubeietence 

e c t i v i t y t o women while men were engeged in 

more ambitioue c u l t i v a t i o n , l lveatock reer lng 

and t r a d i n g . Patty t rede wee wideapreed emong 

the Bekongo end wi th tha i n i t i a l coffee boom. 

t r a d i n g oould provide the i n l t i e l empitel 

required for coffee forming* However, t rad ing 

could provide the eeme funotion for the new 

Portugueee e e t t l e r e i the 1950a eew not only the 

tek ing over of ouatomarily Afr ican- f ie ld lend 

by Portugueae fa raere and compenieo, but eleo 

the opening up of hundreda of email e e t t l e r -

owned t rad ing etorea i n the Ze l re /U lge reg ion* 

Tredera would oparete i n the fo l lowing feahient 

Producare would take t h e i r herveet of bsene, 

c o f f e e end groundnute to the nearby t rad ing 

a t o r e . Tha treder would e l low them o r a d i t 

(ueable only et h ie e tore ) f o r par t of the 

value of the goode. Credi t would be edvenced 

before harvaat and would be recovered by the 

t reder when crops were harvestedt conaaQuently 

t h e i r velue waa r e l a t i v e l y low. The t rader 

would then etore the c o f f e e , tomans etc* end 

e e l l them for higher pr icee l e t e r ( 1 6 ) * Towarde 

tha end of the 19S0e i t aeeoa that the t redere 

were inoreaeingly e x p l o i t a t i v e in t h e i r preet icee 

Thie r e f l e c t e d end wee ceuaed by d i f f i c u l t i a a 1 

in t h e i r own e l t u a t i o n . With planters tek ing 

over the beet cof fee lende from Af r ican 

producers, end the increasing demanda of 

p len tere made on Af r ican labour , there wae a 

dec l ine in e g r i c u i t u r e l a c t i v i t y i n the 

v i l l a g e * ! laae lend wee being independently 

c u l t i v a t e d by Afr icene and eo there wee leee 

eurplue to exchange for goade et the e t o r e . I n 

other worda, there wae e dec l ine in Afr icen 

purchasing power* The e o l u t i o n , i n the abort 
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t e r a * wee for the trader to extend tha t a r n 

of o r e d i t * and aake them aora deaandlng* 

Progreeelwftly tha Af r ican community waa 

f ind ing i t a a l f trapped in a cyc la of 

indebtednoeo* Nor wee tha e i t u e t i o n aade any 

eae ie r by tha b l a t a n t p r i o r d iscr iminat ion 

pract iaad by ehopkoeperoi t radara In Bekongo 

towno had two d i f f a r a n t pr ice ocalee* A k i l o 

of augir , for exaaple* would coat a white 

purchaaar aix eocudoe and an Af r ican e ight 

aacudoa ( 1 7 ) * 

U i th tha axtant ion of European landholding 

i n tha araa thara waa a eharp r i a a i n tha 

deaand for A f r ican labour* Tha vaat M j o r i t y 

of workers on cof faa p lantat ions vara contract 

workore* P lan ta t ion ownora and othar aaiployara 

would eubait t h a i r labour requireaonte to tha 

a d a l n i a t r a t i o n which would than roqueet ao aany 

•an froai aach white l o c a l a d a i n i e t t a t i v e o f f i c e r 

(Chafe da Pgatg)* Ha in turn would deaand a 

quota f roa hia epbao (beadaen) who would than 

ba raapcnaibla for r e c r u i t i n g tha aen needed* 

Tha cont rec te* which would ba l e g a l l y 

enforceable , would l a a t for anything f roa 

batwaan aix aontha and thraa yeero* Thay would 

impose c e r t a i n a l n l e u a ob l lga t ione on eaployere 

and genera l ly eat ¥ary low ra tae of pay* Hot 

eurpr le lng ly * i f Afr lcana had any othar way 

of seat ing t h a i r oeeh requireaante* thay would 

avoid labour c o n t r a c t a . Accordingly* in tha 

Bekongo ereaa* tha labour on tha coffaa 

p lan ta t iona had for a long t i a o to bo drawn 

f roa aoutharn and c e n t r a l Angola! t h i a r e c r u i t -

aiant took place f roa aaonget the Oviabundu 

people* for whoa aconoalc oppor tun i t iaa ware 

ra ther aoro H a l t e d * where land oot t loaant 

waa conaidarebly greater * and who d id not 

enjoy the option open to the Bakongo* of I 

a i g r a t i n g over a f r i e n d l y border to eacepe 

coerced recrui tment* 

ftJovertheleae* by 1*60 there are eigne 

t h e t the Kikongo epeakere were increoeingly 

being preeeed i n t o contraot labour on the 

p lan ta t iona* G r e n f e l l aentione ae en exeajple 

the people of ftuinguile v i l l a g e who were 

forced t o work on a nearby cof fee fezende* The 

workera were not paid for f i v e aontha* at 

which etaga the Ben refuead to work and want 

i n t o h id ing* S i g n i f i c a n t l y * t h i a v i l l a g e waa 

ona of the f l r a t to Join the r e v o l t * 

There are a lao lnd ica t ione thet the uee 

of c h i l d lebour drewn f roa loca l eourcoe for 

work on tha p lan ta t iona wee on tha lncraaea* 

There waa an incraaaa in t a x a t i o n ob l igat lone 

In tha area: the tax age waa lowered f roa 10 

t o 16, and i n 1960 the egbea (heedeen) ware 

given tha r o e p o n a i b l l i t y for l t a c o l l e c t i o n * 

A l l thoae who could not pey were erreated and 

he ld for contreot labour* By the end of the 

dacade people were confronted wi th a ohoicei 

a i g r a t a over the border to the Congo (where 

there were be t te r econoalc opportuni t iaa 

and educat ional and eoc ia l f a o i l l t l e a ) and 

laeve t h e i r lantff or aubait theaeelvee t o a 

p a r t i c u l a r l y hopeleeo fo ra of p r o l e t e r l a n i a a t i o n 

( i e the prooaaa of being forced of f the land 

and turned in to e wage-labourer working for 

ooaeone e laa — e d i t o r ) * G r e n f e l l reporte t h e t 

by 1960 the p rac t i ce of aen going away on 

contract had bacoaa a 'recognieed eye toa ' * 

elthaugh Bekongoe Bade up only 14 par cent of 

the region* a labour force* 

Another aource of d larupt ion reeulted f roa 

the Governaont r a a e t t l e a e n t echeaee. S ta r t ing 

in tha 1930a* but incraaalng in peca and 

i n t e n e i t y i n tha 19S0av the e d a i n i e t r e t l o n 

began to force people to aove froa t h e i r 

t r e d t i o n e l v i l l a g e e l t e o * and t o bui ld aew 

wl l lagee at a d a l n l e t r e t l v e l y convenient 

plaoaa alongaida new roada* Thia waa e f ten 

h igh ly unpopular* Tha o ld v l l l a g e a were 

n a t u r e l l y c i tue ted in placae where f e r t i l e 

lend waa a o a t abundant* I n new e i t e o * cheeen 

end decided upon acoordlng to non-eoeneale 

r a t i o n e l i t y . land wee ehort* \shat people 

tended to do waa to go on q u i e t l y p lant ing 

t h e i r gardeno i n tha o ld e l t e e - e f ten in 

f a i r l y lnecceaaibla foraatad teglone reaote 

f roa eodern natworke of coaaunlcat ion* Thia 

waa t o have en ebvloua e lgn l f i cence for the 

developaent of g u e r i l l a otruggle* But tha 

daat ruct ion of the o ld v l l l e g e a aleo haotened 

tha col lapee of the t r a d i t i o n a l eyatea of 

aarketa and t rade* 

There were various " ^ » ' ^»*ty r e e t r i o t i o n a 

on Independent Af r ican econoaio a c t i v i t y which 

lncraaead the weight of tha ob l igat lone iapoeed 

on thea* For exaaple . I n tha l a t e 1950a* people 

were forbidden to burr * iaee burning wee 

an a i d to hunting aa wel l aa an aeey way to 
• 

c l e e r ground* Tha aaeaure waa widely eean ae 
Juat one acre way in * * - * • **-- r h f l f a de Poeto 

could incraaae h ie in ioao by enforcing f i n e a * 

A f i n a l blow to a a a l l ece le Af r ican cof fee 

produoere « a a a f t e r 19SB, During t h a t yeer 

Portugal agreed to a quote eyetea being iapoeed 

on coffee production to counter the e f f e o t e of 

world overproduction, Angolan oof fee production 

waa r a t h e r higher than the quota e a t * 

Coneequently 1959-1960 wae e bed period for 

cof fee f e r a a r a . World prloee f e l l d r e a a t l e e l l y * 

by 75 par cent in that period - end producere 

had to r o a t r i o t product ion, Tha e f f e e t e on ( 

tha p lente t ione wer* " * ; : * - * In wege eute 

file:///shat


and the wi tholding of wagoo. But for tho 

Af r ican producar, without tho pr iv i l eged icc i>a 

to Markets onjoyod by largo ocolo concerns end 

without tho f o c i l i t l o a for s t o r i n g h i t cropo 

u n t i l pr lcoo rooo ogoin (cof fao boons i n 

t h t i r row ototo con bo kopt for qui to o long 

t i m e ) , tho o i t u o t i o n woo considerably woroo* 

Thoro woro of course other factors 

condi t ioning tho outbreak of tho revo l t i n 

1 9 6 1 , and tho onoi l i o t o d below era thoaa which 

havo boon paid moat a t t e n t i o n to in publiohod 

accounts of tho war: 

*)# Tho f r u a t r a t i o n a oxporlencad by Africana 

of oooimilado ototue when thoy discovorod 

growing r e a t r i c t i o n e on upward mobi l i ty and 

advanoomont in an incroaaingly raco~conscious 

society) 

2 ) . Competition at the bottom end of tha Job 

markot in urban araae between doeporatoly poor 

recant Portuguoeo omigrento and racant ly 
urcanised A f r i c a n a . 

3)# Tha unwillingnooo or tha Portuguoaa 

ade) in ietr«t ion to provide p o l i t i c a l eafoty 

valvaa or out lo ta for the aap i ra t iona of 

aducatod Africana a t a t i « n of rap id 

de-co lonisat ion alsswhoro in A f r i c a , 

4 ) . Tha in f luence , oapac ia l ly among tha 

Bakongo, of n a t i o n a l i s t movomonta oparat lvs 

i n tha Bo lg i tn Congo| t h i e r a f a r s sepoc ia l ly 

to those l i k a ABAKO which appealed to pan-

tiokongo ennt intents* 

5 ) . An economic environment which, because of 

f o r t u g m l ' s own i n a b i l i t y t o generate c a p i t a l 

for largo overooae investment end her 

unwil l ingness to a l low othor fora ign c a o i t a l 

t o lnvoat i n har co lon ia l t o r r i t o r i s e , could 

not provide tha employment and educat ional 

opportuni t ioa for an increasingly urbanised 

psgo 2a 

Jet pilot 
bales out 
A S o u t h -V. K i n A i r FftTCC 

pilot luufttifully tjveted 
from htt ImpaLa Jtt #ir< 
trafl which trubad in tee 
-•;:-•- r - i j n ! a i M 

Ua to Captain A Bell of 
No 4 Squidron, Uowrti. 

Caputn Bfii wfrerei AS 
»n*lt injury when h. ^ . 
ratnirtad to the nroond. 

A&AAF ipokaewm aeM 
lod*y Ch* I n p j l l c r u h t d 
raniardaj whil« e s S 
t r i : r . n i : n i g h t 1ft I b e 
operational araa, 

A board of inquiry hat 
barn ipfvunitd to .m r re­
late the aircraft* CT**h, 

9 

Tho S t a n ?9 10 19 

SA plane shot down —icport 
LISBON — A Santa African ll*tit*r boaaber vai 
•bet down and a hslicoetor Jul by Annolan anb-
aircraft bntwrl** ran*nrtayt tha AMaJnn • * • • 
qtarr Annuo "1*1 Ttatardaj. An 5A jgOMpfj Fnren 
ipokramaa in Pretoria rcfutrd to comment on "tnli 
propaiioda lawawinjit* — SanaKeutor. 

Tha S t a n ?9 10 20 

and educated p o p u l a t i o n * Soma of tho urbon 

p o p u l a t i o n , bocsuse o f a t r a d i t i o n of m i g r a t i o n 

t o o t h o r c o l o n i a l t o r r l t o r i a s such aa t h a 

u o l g i a n Congo, ware a b l a t o nwjko compar ieono 

t h a t wars h i g h l y u n f a v o u r a b l s t o Por tugueea 

r u l a i n Ango la * 

A l l o f t h e a a were i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r o , and go a 

long way t o o x p l a i n i n g t h a asiarganca of a 

p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p i n A n g o l a , b o t h i n 

Lusnde snd i n t h a N o r t h ( t h a Southern 

group g i v i n g suppor t t o UMTA amerced 

eomewhat l a t a r i n t h o 1 9 6 0 s ) . Ufa h a v o , t h a n . 

I n t h a Bakongo r a g i o n t h a f o u n d a t i o n of a 

p a r t y i n 1954 t h a t I n i t i a l l y d e d i c a t a d i t e a l f 

t o t h a r s v i v a l o f t h a o l d Kongo k inodom, wh ich 

a t t h a t t ime waa i n t h a middle o f a auccaoa ion 

d i a p u t a between a Government-backed C a t h o l i c , 

and a B a p t i s t c a n d i d a t e . Tha Union of t h a 

P e o p l e o f N o r t h e r n Angola wae founded by a 

group of minor c i v i l a a r v a n t a and o thor 

f u n c t i o n a r i c o , p a t t y bourgao ia o lomonta , 

a h o p k a a p a r a , bookaapora and t h a l i k a f most 

o f tham from a B a p t i a t m iaa ion background, and 

many h a v i n g takan sduantaga o f sconomio 

o p p o r t u n i t i o a a v a i l a b l a i n L a o p o l d v i l l a t B e l g i a n 

Congo* Tha Un ion waa t o drop i t s r a g i o n a l 

c o n n o t a t i o n a i n 195B I n t h a l i g h t o f p a n -

A f r i c a n d i a a p p r o v a l o f s a p a r a t i a t movamanta, 

and bacoma t h a Un ion of t h a P s o p l a o f Ango la * 

I t waa p r s s i d s d ovar by Ho lden R o b e r t o , who 

e c q u i r a d c o n s i d e r a b l e b u s i n e s s i n t a r o o t o i n 

t h a Congo and waa c l o a a t o t h a Congolaaa 

p o l i t i c a l l a a d o r o h l p * 

But h a r a I am not o a p a c i a l l y concarnad 

w i t h p o l i t i c a l l a a d e r e h i p , wh ich i n ona form 

or a n o t h a r hsa baan a c o n a t a n t f a c t o r i n 

A f r i c a n p o l i t i c o a l n c a t h a Sacond World w a n 

what haa boon f a r mora d a c i a l v a than t h a 

emarganca o f l a a d a r a i n any ona c o u n t r y ' s 

h i s t o r y has boon t h a p o p u l a r moodi tho d a g r a a 

and n a t u r a o f maaa raaponss t o l s a d a r s h l p 

c a l l a and a p p s a l s * I t i a o n l y by l o o k i n g , aa 

wo havo been do ing h e r n , a t t h a undermin ing of 

t h a aconomy i n paaasnt s o c i o t y - which hsd 

i n i t i a l l y raapondad p r o g r o a a i v l y t o A n g o l a ' o 

I n c o r p o r a t i o n i n t o t h o c a p i t a l l a t aconomy — 

t h a t wa can unders tand t h s n a t u r a o f t h a 

raaponaa of t h a p s o p l a t o t h a i n a u r g a n c y of 

UPA ( U n i o n of t h a People o f A n g o l a ) i n 1 9 6 1 * 

For t h i a waa a r s v o l t t h a t , wha tavar t h a 

l n t o n t l o n a of tho p a t t y bourgao ia l a a d a r a h l p , 

was shapad by t h a a m o t l o n a , concarna and t h a 

d a a p e r a t i o n of a p a a a a n t r y f a c i n g t h a p r o a p e c t 
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of dest ruct ion ee a c l e e e . According to 

e ieeionsry sources, tha f i r a t smisseries of 

revol t came not i n tha form of eophie t icated 

p o l i t i c a l cedree, but aa prophete, Houniae» 

Thay hold aarvicaa in tha main v i l l a g e s and 

avarybody woe raquirad to at tand a simple 

ceremony i n which a l l had to dr ink a cup of 

weter and pay 2«50 eecudoe* Tha a u t h o r i t i e s 

found ona fund c o l l e c t i o n r a g i a t a t i n which 

30,000 aacudoa had baan c o l l o c t a d . Spaachaa 

a t such gatherings had a mi l l sner ien charactat t 

tha uta of water wee vary e i a i l e r to that of 

tha Laaayiat movement which l a i d graat 

emphasis on tha power of holy weter to 

remove tha curaaa of w i t c h c r a f t * I n 

February 1961, achoolchi ldran around dernbe, 

an araa where tha uaa of c h i l d labour on 

p lanta t ions wee notor ious, rafuaad to buy 

taxtbooka and want on s t r i k e , etending 

outaida t h a i r achoola and ahouting 

'Kiwpuanza1 (Indapandanco)* Uhen tha 

k i l l i n g a began, i t was obvious t o observers 

t h a t Mny of the whitae who died ( e d a i n i e t r a t o r e 

snd Homan Cathol ic p r l a e t e ware eopec ie l ly 

aingled out) ware not k i l l e d aa a r a a u l t of 

the actiona of orgeniaed groups of UPA 

insurgents^ but ra ther by tha v l l l e g e r e in 

the l o c a l i t y (19 j» Whatever the c laee netura 

of tha UPA leaderahlp (and to c a l l I t a par ty 

of tha bueineeeaen eeeme en accurate aeeeeement 

of i t e higher l e v e l s ) , whan we look a t loca l 

leedsre i t i e not eurpr ia ing to f ind then 

drawn from the Af r ican cof fee farming group 

( 2 0 ) , Tha development of the r e v o l t in to i t a 

protracted g u e r i l l a pheee again fol lowed the 

logic suggeetad by the economic experience 

of tha peaaantryi whole v i l l e g a a withdrew i n t o 

the foreete t a racoloniaa t h e i r o ld v i l l e g e e t 

for theai the revo l t wa« a homscomlng, a 

r e a t o r a t l o n of the old order — a peasant 

U top ia , 

Frentz Fanon, ideologue of the Alger ian 

revo lu t ion and e friencj of Molden Roberto, 

profaseed a b e l i e f i n the peaaantry aa ' reoele 

by i n s t i n c t ' , as people who could in no way 

p r o f i t w i t h i n tha socia l framework imposed by 

co lon ie l iem, end ea e group which etende 

outside the c^aas system. Not s u r p r i s i n g l y , he 

c loee ly i d e n t i f i e d himeelf wi th the Bakongo 

i n s u r r e c t i o n * In s t r i c t terms, Fenon'e 

arguments make soc io log ica l noneeneei as we 

heve eeen t h i e wee not • beckward populat ion 

i e o l a t e d f r o " tha currents of co lon ia l cu l ture 

and economy, but r a t h e r one which ettempted to 

reepond p o e i t i v e l y to f resh economic in f luences . 

There l a , however, e g t e i n of t ru th in hie 

c la ims . For whi le an utben working clese can 

lncreeee i t s p o t e n t i e l power ee i t expands 

wi th the emergence end growth of c a p l t a l i c m , 

the Bekongo peaeentry wee doomed ea a c laee i 

ee cap i ta l ism panetreted tha r u r a l arena, there 

oould only be a re turn to tha paet for the 

Bekongo peaeentry - en e t t e a p t t o deetroy the 

present order and raplece i t wi th i t e negat ive 

inver ted imaget to mak« black white and white 

b l a c k . 

But euch l i m i t a t i o n s ehould not make us 

ignore the h i e t o r i c e l importance of the 1961 

northern i n e u r r e c t l o n . i t created a major c r l e i e 

for co lon ia l s o c i e t y , i n i t i a t e d a long end 

t e r r i b l e e t r u g g l e , end meealvely widened tha 

erena of c o n f l i c t * I t a leo provided e period 

whan other movemente w i t h d i f f e r e n t 

conet i tuanclea could regroup end reorgeniea * 

themselvee while Portugusee energies were 

occupied i n suppressing the northern revo l t t 

t h i e proceee wee r a e l l y only completed in 

the eecond h e l f of the 1960s, I t eeema 

appropriate to conclude wi th e thought 

from fierrington floores 

" . . . o n e may wal l conclude that the 
w a l l eprlnge of humen freedom l i e not 
only aa ftarx aaw them in the aep i re t lona 
of claaeee about t o take power, but 
perhape even more in the dying wal l of 
a claee over whom tha wave of prograee 
i s ebout t o f a l l ( 2 1 ) . " 

I n thsss terms the Angolan r e v o l t of the north 

wee t reg lc not only becauee of tha human 

ouf fe r lng invo lved . 

Uptset 

I e HPLA The Rood to L i b e r a t i o n . L ibere t ion 
Support Committee publ icat ions 1975, 

2 * Cg« da Andrade and O l i v i e r The tier ^n 
Angola Dor ee Salaam 1975 p,S4 

3* T.Shenin (ed) ^Moenta end Peeeent S o c l s t l s 
Hermoneworth 1971 p*340 

4 , Bae i l Oavldaon In frha Eve of the storm 
London 1972# 
Con Bernptt I Me Angolan Revolut ion, 
John ftercum The Anoolen Revolut ion! 
enetomy of an oxploaion FU I .T . 1969* 
-/healer end P e l i s s i e r Angola, London 1 9 7 1 . 

S. Aaerlcen U n l v e r e l t i e e Area Hendbook for 
Anoole Waeington 1967 pp»15B-159 

6 * David G r e n f e l l Papara Univare i ty of 
York L lbrery (henceforth G r e n f e l l me.) 

Te Al f redo flagerido 'The Tokoiet Church end 
Portuguaae Colonlal lom* in ft Chilcotm (md) 
Prgtset and Resistance C a l i f o r n i a 1972 p .3J 

8 . I b i d . p.45 

9* Amerlcen U n l v e r e l t l e s oo c i t p.288 

10* de Andrede and O l i v i e r oo c i t o»45 

1 1 # Thomas Okuaw Angola i n ferment Weetport 
1974 pvS and American Uniwere i t les OP O l t 
, . 4 i JBLJUX 
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1 2 . Saa ^ i r i c a n Un iva ra l t i aa op c l t 
pp 2 7 9 - 2 8 1 . 

13« Gran fa l l a * . 

14* Whaalar and P i U M l M OP c i t p.141 

1 5 , G r a n f a l l ma. 

1 6 . - o n f o l l a t . 

17# Gran fa l l ma. 

18, Amarican U n l v i r d t l i i OP CJt p*322 

19* G r a n f a l l ro . 

20 * John Karcua gp c l t p.141 

2 1 * BarringtonHoora Tha Socia l QrlQJna of 
O ic ta torah io and Oaapcracy Haraondaworth 
1974 p*S0S 

Thia paper l a baaad around a t a l k Qivan t o 

tha Gubblna Sociaty, u n l v a r a i t y of Witvatararand v 

on 15th Play 1979, 

Toa Lodoa* 

Dapartaant o f P o l i t i c a l S t u d i a a , 
Un lva ra i t y of Wltwatararand* 

labour 
action 
Tachnical O f f l c l a la , ' Aaaociat ioni (aaa j ( i £ * 

9 ) Tha Association backad down in l t a 

confrontat ion w i t h and thraatanad a t r l k a 

act ion againat tha Chaabar of Binaa. Soam 

alnaa war a aaid t o hava auffarad larga loaaaa 

( R i - a l l l i o n on o m mina) dua to a 'go-alow1 

by tha o f f i c i a l s * but t h i a waa probably 

coapanaatad f o r by tha amount aavad on 

poatponad aalary incraaaaa. 

Tha a a t t l a a a n t waa raachad a f t a r tha 
aaaoolat ion had loa t an unapacl f iad 
numbar o f l t a aaabara t o tha othar a ina 
o f f i c l a l a aaaociat iona which accepted 

tha Chambar'a pay o f f a r . . * (S ta r , 
7 9 , 0 7 . 2 0 ) . 

Motor Induatryt (aaatarn Capa) ( H I afIP> 

9 ) Tha unlona rapraaanting thaaa workara won 

acroaa tha board incraaaaa of an avaraga of 

about B% with fu r tha r incraaaaa dua in Daren, 

1980. 

Tha wagaa wata nagotiatad batwaan 

aaployar raprasantat ivaa (Ford , GH and 

Volkawagan), tha •coloured1 Nat ional Union of 

Rotor Aaaambly and Rvbbar Workara of South 

A f r i ca * tha whita South Afr ican I ron and Staa l -

workara' Union, wi th attandanca by tha Afr ican 

Unltad Automoblla, Rubbar and A l l i a d Workara* 

Union. Tha nagot iat iona took placa a f t a r 

workara had thraatanacl s t r ike a c t i o n . 

Tha amount of nonaanaa t h a t i a praaantad on 

tha unaaploynant poai t ion in tha columns of 

tha comoarclal p r t s * In South A f r i c a , and 

than put forward aa acholarship* aaaaa t o 

ba on tha incraaaa. 

Pr lza-winning raport of tha month auat 

ba that of tha Star (79 .10 .1 f i ) i n l t a 

raproduction of tha nao-Walthuaianiam of 

tha l a t a a t Volkakaa Economic Raviawt 

I f South Af r ica doaa not auccaad i n 
louar ing tha b i r t h r a t a , thara can ba 
l i t t l a hopa of a a a t i a f a c t o r y aolut ion 
to tha problaa of unamploymant* 

h l l l i o n a of rands nay ba aquandsiad on 
aocla l plana* which w i l l hava a raducad 
acononic impact wi th l i t t l e hopa of 
g a t t i n g to tha root of tha problam. 

Out whâ t auat ba avoidad i a an anot ional 
approach to th ia aolut ion ( ? ) . . . 

VOLK, 
WHICH 
VOLK? 

Graatar impatua ahould ba givan with 
evaryons'a co-oparat lon to tha r t c a n t 
dacl lna in tha high ra ta of populat ion 
growth. 

H M 

A lowar b i r t h ra ta w i l l laad to hlghar 
par capita wal fara» and In turn t o ba t ta r 
nourishment^ h a a l t h , houaing and aduca— 
t i o n . I t w i l l a lao r a l l a v a tha praasura 
on tha provis ion for houaing* food 
aubaid iaa t t ranapor t * education «nd 
madlcal f a c l l i t i a a . 

South Af r ica h*a raachad a ataga in l t a 
i n d u a t r i a l davalopaant whara futura 
growth w i l l amtnata incraaaingly from 
tha mora cepi t%i~intanaiva aactora* 

Tha l a a t paragraph is, of coursa* cloaar 

to what i t i a a l l about. Out no mantlon of 

who i a to b a n a f i t ftoai tha " f u t u r a growth"! 

why i t w i l l "amanata incraaa ingly f r o * tha 

mora c a p i t a l - i n t s n s l v s aactora* ! or why tha 

working claaa (ovsrwhalmlngly Afr ican) should 

dacraaaa t h a i r nuabara I n tha i n t a r a a t a of 

tha b a n a f l c l a r i e a of c a p i t a l - i n t a n a l v a growth 

(mainly la rga-sea la loca l and fora ign c a p i t a l ) , 

MB 
. 


