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LESSON 29.
THE GOLD MINES (Part 2.)

surface, ; blown, ounces, melt,
games, e, thrown, large, half,
nurses.

When the trucks are on the surface they

are taken to the mills where the pieces
i In this dust

The miners work underground
eight hours and then come to the su

again in cages. ir rooms whe
:E:-u1whn'n1n1tn-dn
to wash off the dust.
All the cooking is
large clean kitchens and
the men come in from work.
twenty-four ounces of mealie-meal, s
of bread, three ounces of beana, half an o
of fat, five ounces of vegetables and about half
a pound of mest every day,

as they please. Some play

games in the fresh
air to

themselves well and strong, some
lie on the and smoke, rest and talk,
others read or write letters home.
There is a night school for those who want to
. If = man wishes to go away from the
mines to do some shopping or to visit his
friends, he must get permission first.
The men free bedrooms and beds but
must bring their own blankets and piliows.
Some like clean white sheets and pretty covers

. 1961 rebellion

THE AMGOLAN REVOLUTION and subssguant civil
war has besn ons of the longest and bloodisst
conflicts ever experienced in modern African
historys In this paper I am golng to axamine
in some detail one of the Lnesurrections which
eccurted during the initial phasa of the
cavolution, in March 1961, in the coffes _
growing reglon of Nerthern Angola. I have
thres resscons for wanting to sttespt an analysis
of this svent. Ficret of all, the Northern
revolt is in denger of belng written off
historically as being of little conesesguanca

to the developsent of Angola's national
revolution, Tha suvents of the Lnsucrection did
nat substantislly involve the political party
which has subssguantly becoma the government

of Angola, the Populsr Movemsnt for thae
Liberation of Amgola (MPLA), The MPLA was in
1961 an urban-orisnted sovesant,; with its
base in the mussagues of the Angolan capital,
Luanda. For the MPLA, the aignificant svent
in 1967 was an uprising in Luanda, when in
February, 500 badly arwed men, spparsmtly
erganiesd by MPLA cadres, attescksd Luanda
prisen, According to an official MPLA sccount;
¥This cdate, which prafoundly touchea the
hesart of our people, marks ths beginning
of the phase of our national libsration

struggle which is insvitably leading to
complete independence...."

iharesas the March Lneurrectiom in the MNorth
invalvad

on their beds. Everything in these rooms is
kept very clean.

If « men shows that he is hard-worki
brave and wise, he is put in charge of »
party and s paid more money.

Boxed inserte sre extracts from 'Govan

English Resders for Besntu Schools'.

Meseaths moat beckward slesants of the

. Angolan peaople in & despercats struggle
without detsrsined objectives, which
could only lead to defest and fallure." (1)

Howavar; notwlithstanding the ssphasis sarly
APLA ideologuas placed on the role of an
Africam patit bourgecisis of civil servants and
intellectual workers In conjunction with the
urban working class in balng the msaln driving
force behind the ravelutlon (2), by and large
tha Angolan i;r has besn a psasant war and
any mnalysis of it that doss mok include an
appreciation of the dynamics of psasant
societiem in Angols in the 1950 and 19608 is
bound to be superficials

My sscond resson Ffor leooking at the
ln:thqu rawolt is that I sensa that thara is
8 wary real defTiclency in the svailable
literature on tha war. | will be referring te




this Lin more detall belowy here 1 will just
briefly outline my misgivings. Thers are four
etandard workas an the war: two of tham are opan
in thelr political commitmsnt to ths causs of
tha Popular FRovemsnt = the works of the British
journalist Basil Davidson, and the Cansdian
writer Don Barnstt, Thelr work reprasents a
conslderable schievemant: st & time whan little
attention was being paid to & gonflict in &
vary remote and inscesssible part of the world,
both Davideon and Barnett were sctive in the
field, in the front line of historical ressarch,
interviewing participants in the gonflict and
gollecting oral satarial from thoss who had
lived through the colonisl experisnce. And it
is done with historical sensitivity and
considerable sympathy (s guality which certein
literature ssdly lacks)s However,; their ficst
hand experisnce was limited to the relatively
isoleted and sparsaly settled districts of the
Eaatarn theatrs of ths war, whsrs tha APLA
found its inditial rural bass. This reglon was
in certain ways the lesst affected by the
impact of Portuguess colonislism and the
incorporation of Angelas intpo the internatlonal
gapltalist scondmys it did not provide
conditions which would be sasy to gensralise
from with regard to ths other theatres of
gonflict, IFf we are talking about a peasantry
in terms of tha definition given to that group

by John Saul end Roger Woods, that is
"gmall sgricultural produaars who with
the help of simple sgquipment and the
labor of thaelr famlliss produce mainly |
for thair own consumption and (my smphaais)

for the fulfilsent of cbligations to
the holdet of sconomic end political
POWET s s we" EJ]

then In terms of the following, and to an l:tiﬂtl

thelir middle ranking lesadership, UNITA and
FHNLA/UPA,; (the two other nationalist parties
involved in thes revelution), wers peassnt-
oriented in a way that the MPLA was noti the
Eastecrn reglongé did not produce = significant
agricultural surplus for the capitalist market
as was the cass slaswhers.

Oof the other two sain studies, ones by
American academic Professcr John Mearcum is
mors concerned with the dewelopmant of political
partiss as such; rather than ths details of the
socic-sconomic environment thay ocpacated ing
that of tha French commentator Aens Felissler
ie marced by an uncriticel scceptance of
official Portuguese accounts of the revolt as

well s & tendency to look For axplenations in
peyahaloglical Fessturse and ill-8aflired concapts
like "tribalism' (4), What is lacking is =
study which attempts to loock at the political
movements within specific ceglonel contexts
giving due conelderation to the way local
sconomies and their socisties can shapes wnd
determine the political movemsnt, In & very
modest way,; this paper attempts scms suBgestions
as to how this cen be donm,

My third and main resson for writing about
ths 1967 insurrsction is that s eouple of years
ago during a period as a ressarch worksr at the

University ef York's Cantre for Southerm Africe
Studiegs I mst somecmw with an Intimats knowlwedg
of the reglon who generously provided soms very
waluable source material for se. This was the
Baptist missionsry, Dawid Grenfell, who worked
in Northern Angala for thirty years befors

his expiulalon by the Portuguese suthorities,

He knos msany of the political leadecs,
sspeclally those of ths Union of the People

of Angols (known today ms the FNLA ), many. of
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thes maving been sducated st Baptist schools.

In the ten years following the initial
aaplosion he ran & refuges settlamant in
Zaire and through this was in constant and
intimate touch both with the exile political
leadarahip in Kinshasa but also with
conditions within Angola. It is on his
unpublished sanuscripte, notes and
msmorandums that many of the resarks in

this papesr ars based,

Lot ua atart with & brief owtline of
the avants of the revelt in the Rorth, I am
basing this very bars chronology on thes most
amnples sourcei that ls, Johs Marcum,. Durcing
February 1961 young sctiviasts of the Union of
the People of Angola wers sent over the
Congoless border into Northsrm Angols to
organises and make preparations for an
ppeisings: The UPA claimed an overwhslnming
populsr respones,; c¢lting revolutionary rallies
held Ln certain villages, attracting over 3,000
peopla, On RMarch 12th the first small scals
imolated attacks on coffes plantations began:
theas reached a creacendo of wviolence threa
days later with the revelt in ssveral places
of plantation workers who killed managers and
whita parsonneal, s looeasly co-ordineted
strateagy of independent mesaults on Feacms,
stores and government offices; sccospanied by
the disruption of communications. Portugusas
casualties within the First few days smounted
to about 250; and at the end of thres months
this figure had swelled to 750, In addition,
# large unepecified number of plsntation workesrs
on contragt from Southern Angols wers killed,
though there is considerable conflict betwesn
tha various sources as to whethsr thesas




peoples were killed by UPA Lnsurgents or as the
result of Portuguese-inspired reprisals, Whare
thers is agressent is that ths Fortugueas
countersessures which followed the initial
attackes massively snlarged the arena of the

conflict, A Corpos ds Voluntarips (voluntary
force) wis created: a loosely disciplined
givilian sauxiliary to the armed forces which

was ablas to exmct the most terrible retribution
an the African community: 20,000 wera to die
as the result both of white ssttler sstion and
the afforta ef thae military which ingcluded Ethe
destruction of villages with bombs and napalm
that had up untilil than besn unaffected by thae
conflicts In this initial phass slements of a
crude UPA atrategy had besn based on the
belief that; as in the casa of the Balgian
Congo, ons mapsive sudden genaral uprising
would sheck the Portuguesse administcation
and the settlers into withdrawal; and as im
tha casa of then recent svents Iin Tuniais,
a ganaral uprising would mobilism the Force
of world spinion and in partieular that of the
United Nations, into mcting againat Partugal.
These axpactatlions were to be dissppolnted:
in late April a "sscond guerilla phesa'" was
proclaimed by the UPA leadership, which
concentrated in the following montha on
attempting to destroy ths coffes crop = ..
which initially thay had hoped would bae
harvested by African fFarsers In & libersted
Angola. The Portugusss began & counter-
offensive in Auguet. Refuges communities and
guerilleas withdrew from the areas of settlesment
and main lines of communication to form
temporary villasges - Sanzalas - in mccessible
mountaln ranges and forests. Then bagan a
long and savages war of stirition am the

Portuguese went along trying to flush thesa
people out of tha UPA "libersted zones",.

It is with this initisl general uprising
that this paper deals with, Why did the revolt
take place whan Lt did and why did it take on
this particular formi an ilnitisl insurgency
genecating a massive popular response? What
was the social crisis that these svents
reflected?

A description of the reglon and the
people who inhablited it will be useful: The

cavolt took place in the ted Northern distrlcts
of Angolm, once known slightly confusingly as

the Congo district,; now divided into the Isire
and Uige districta, It Ls an area which im
bisscted by riwers including tributaries af
the preat River Congo, marked by haavy rainfall
dense vegetation including tropical raim forest,
genarally low ralisf save Ffor the Ralange
plateau in tha centre of the two ceglons which
containe the headwaters for the main rivers.
The tearrain crestes conesiderable difficulties
for communiceations, and despite relatively
largs population mmny arsas are Fairly
inacecessible. Combine these Features with a
border {with Zaire) thet repressented neither
significant geocgraphlical nor sthnie/language
divisions and it is not difficult to ses
natural factors which could favour thae
axistence of a sustalned guerills moveamsnt,
The Narthsrn Angolan reglon is inhabited
by thas Bakongo peoples, & cluster of trioes
speaking closely related languages and sharing
s past tradition of political wunity under the
Kongo kingdom at S5eao Selwador, Thers werse in
1980 approximately one and & half mdllion
Kicongo speakers settled on both sides of the
Angola/Isire border: of these about half a
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million lived in Angola. The Bakongo- ware the
firat group to come into contect with the
Portuguesse whaeh axplorers arcived at what ia
now galled Saoc Salwsdor in 1482, The Kongo
king was baptised In 1497 and since than thars
has basn a toadition of Kongo kinga assuming
Portugusse/Christian mames. During the sixtesn
cantury the Kongo court wae restructuced slong
Portuguess lines and the royal Tamily was to
anbrace Portuguese culture. However, the
initial relatlenship betwean the teo kingdoma,
which in tha beginning was based on an
scoceptancea by the Portuguese of thes sgqual
sovereignty of the Kongo kingdom, was to
deteriorate with ths developmsnt of the
Portugusse slave trade.

The slave trade invelved wars betwesn
the neighbouring peoples and the Portuguesse
Bakongo client atete s well as internscine
gonflict, and this was to slowly srods the
posasr and moral authority of thes Kengao
state, 8y 1800, 14,000 slaves wers balng
sxported from this region svery year. Attempts
by Konge kings to resist Portuguess Iinflusnce
culminated in thair defeat in 1665 at Asbulla.
From 1665 untll the tims of Formal snnexatisn
inte the Portugusss espire which took pleca in
1883, the Kongo kingdem; increasingly
demoralised and disunited; was dependent an
Fortuguess goodwill rather than popular
scceptance af ites legltimacy for its continmed
axistence, The relative sarliness of colonial
penatration and the blatency of tha lncorpoce=
tion of traditional sutherity inte celoniasl
culture by the matropolitan possr polnt to =

state of ideclogicel crisis in Bakongoe society:

a state of erisis that was well devaloped by
the middle of the ninstssnth century when



the sstablisheent of plantation agriculture
to the South of the region demanded a new
intensity in the explolitation of thae reglon's
labour resources, This took placs Pirst under
slavary, and thesn Erom 1878 in terms of &
forced labour codes which the traditional
suthoritiss were powerless to realst,

This cerisis found its expresslon in a
series of rural uprlesings snd millenarian
movemants; &8 the Bakongo masses, despairing
of finding solsce; securlty and happiness
within ths subvertsd old order, asought tha
dawning of a new age. (Millenarian movamsnta
usually involve & responss to the undermining
of traditional security as & soclety, or &
particular class or group in that sooisty,

Ls undermined and graduslly destroyed, Such
movements uswally emerge in cesponss to
the processss of colonialisa and undar=
development, and the initial essrgence of
capitaliem in one of ite forme. Usuaslly
invelving rural, psssant-based socleties,;
sillenarian movements often Include m
mystical, semi-religiocus character, and
are charsctarised by a balisf in the
coming of a new period (the millennium,
or thousand ysar period of happiness)-editors).
In Nerthern Angola thsss movements took &
viclent form in the pariod 1860 to 1914, during
which tims the Portuguess undertook s seriss
of military campmigns to bring the Worth under
thelir affective contrel in terms of the 1885
fsrlin agresment,. Howsver, the snding of this
ptimary period of resistancs by thes Bakengo
massss did not end thes influsnce of
millenarisnism: cathar it gathersed = new
intensity, first with the Mafulaistes, then the
K imbanguists, then the Tocolsts, than the

Lasasylints and FTlnally the Tonsi movesent,; which
like its predecessors proclaised the coming of
a naw millennium
®e.ssdn which the ancestors would ba
resurrected and bring with tham the
riches of Europej whites would be
deastroyed by Flre and waterjy the black

kingdom of the nagross would be
satablished; and the blackes would

becore whites,™ {!}
This millenial tradition, I am going to
suggeat,; conditioned and affected the naturas
of the insurrection of 1961:; A millenial
movemant proclalems the dewning of a new mge,
and is often based sarcund the religious
lsaderaship of & prophat claiming to have
special powsrs of vislon and healing, Ite
praualesnce in Bakongo tradition is not
sccidental: first of all thers was = haritage
of a form of Christianity which involwed
reversnce of ancestors, which dated from tha
initial pericd of colonial contacty sscomdly, |
wa hawve the satly breakdown of kraditlionml
authority and ite moral order, & procass
actiwely encoursged by the Portugusas who
destroysd thoss chisftaincies that showed
any lndepsndent auvthority:s by 1933 no genulne
ghisfs any longer sxisted (6)3 thirdly thers
was the long=term distuption of the socisl
structurs as & Tesult of the impact of the
slave tradej fourthly thers was s strong folk
asmory of a once united and satrong political
kingdomi certaln movemsnts like the Kimbangulst
sought ite resurcrectionj and finally thers was
the probles of land s)lisnation = this was the
reglion most seriously affected in Angola, We
will look at the detsil and complexity of tha
land question in & moment: here it ls sufficlent|

to state that the losg of land repressntesd not
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simply a materisl loss but aleo contributed to
the disruption of the moral Foundations of
traditional bellefs and Feslings of sslf
identity among the Bakongo: land was mot
simply the site of the living repressntatives
of the clan; but also of their sncestors (7).
Millenial movemsnts are often sssocisted
with ¢lasses Iin decline; with socleties which
have little hope of pressrving thelr integrity
and cohesien in a changing sconcmilec order: &
elllanial movement thus eften guesstisns the
foundations and naturs of the new order which
is undermining old values, It ie in these teres
that, in 1558 the Angolan Prophat, Simsaas
Toko, was to write to his Bakonge Tollowsras

EThere 1s no reason to Fear the white
man, becsuss he has slrsady lost the
powsr praviously giwen te him by God,

God is sngry with him, bescause he has
committesd asvearal great sine, A new
Christ, a black Christ, shall coms, and
Toke is his prophet. To his God has giwen
the power which befors he had giwen to
the white man,

The land is ocurs and it was the white man
who stole it, Now, we are wary strong,
end basides wa have the help of our
anceators, Alteady we have cccupied Ehe
North and the Southy now we have only to
build up churchas in the East and ths
Weat, Within a short-tiss wa shall command
ull Africa, Thes white shall submit to us
snd will bescome our sscvants, Within &
ahort time, Slmsc Toke shsll return ase
our libsratar.®

Toko was to find thas greatest number of his
followers amongat displaced alsments of thas
population, sapezially among those who were
literates (the fact that tha Baptists, the main

Protestant influsnce in the region, ware tha
only Angolan misslon ko provide literaturse in




the vernacular language,; is significamt), It
was this group who tendesd to openly defy tha
suthority of tribal slders who had besn
discredited for their complicity with whiteas
in the recrultment of contract labour (B),

The psrticipestion of such pesopls
contradicts the MPLA analysis of the Northern
Revolt, which argusd that the revolt found its
maln constituency among the "most backward
glemsnts of the psasantry', Other analyses,
ingluding that of PMarcum and the Baptiast
missionary, Thomas Okumm, argues that the main
foous of the revolt is found Iin the sspiraticns
and concerns of a smell educated Bakonoo elite.
I would argue thet this is aleso misleading. To
fully understand the events in Northern Angola
during 1961, we need to know something of the
impact of capitalism on rural economic 1life,.

The first attempts to develop Angola as

a plantation sconomy cama in the 18308, with
the sstablishment of coffae and sugar
plantations worked by slave labour jJjust narth
of Luanda, In the following years thess
plantations graduslly sxtended northwards with
the extention of the area of effective
Portuguese authority, In 1858 the Portuguese
announced that sleavery would gradumlly be
phased out over the next twenty yeats., In its
place & aystem of forced labour was int:nduu-u,
A labour code was drawn up which specified Ethat
people dafined ss vagrants could be put to work.
This was extended In the 1899 ragulations which
were centted on tha "moral and legal obligation
te work', In 1914 all Africans save those
defined as 'giviladgs' ("civilised onea') wace
required to enter into wage labour (or have
soma means of cash production) for & specifl

period ssch year,.

The movement and flow of labour was
regulated and controlled through a ' snets’
or passbook aystem. In 1928 the aystesm was
fully elaborated with the fnetitution of the
classification of the African population into
'indigenatos’ and 'spsimiladop’.(is thoss
claspified as not Fully 'civilised'; and thoeas
whom the Portuguese Felt wers "civilised" snough

to be assimilated into the ruling elite = editor)

Indigenatos wars all thoss who did not Fulfil
rather rigorous eriterla and tests of sducation,
wealth and sbsorption of Pertugusss culture.
Thay wate placed wunder a syetem of natlve law
which subjected thea to labour regquirsmentas,
and an indirect rule saystes In which ths chiefs
functioned as labour recrulting agents and
petty mdainistratore, undar the closs
supervision of Portuguesss officisls. Apart

from other disabilities, the indigsnatos

could not hold landed proparty wunder

individusl tenure (ocwnership). To comply with
the reguirsmants Tor semberahip of tha
assimilados group was very difficult - and

sven by 1960, the numbera of this priviliged

minority ware tiny.

Coffes cultivation only bagan contributing
a major propertion of Amgolan exports after
the depression of the 19308, and in the yesars
up to sadduring the second world war. The
first phase of the development of coffee as &
ms jor mxport crop in this region wes dominated
by a Few huge companies with concesslons to
grow coffaes from the Portugusse. Howsver, this
initial period aleo provided an opportunity
for African producers to respond to the new
world desand; African fermera had besn growing
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coffes In the region to supplement their
subaistence production for feacly a centurcy,
Evan during the 1960s, after a decads of
ancroachment on African lesndholdings, Pearcly

a gquarter of tha ssrsage devoted te caffes
cultivetion was Ffarmed by an Afrlcan psasantry.
(8)}s That 1t ressined a pssasantcy and did not
evolve into a cepitalist farmer population
snploying labour was at least partly stiributabl
to the regulations regarding Afcican land
tenure. Under & comsunsl systes of traditional
tenure it was diffigult for Individusls te
acquirs large plets of land for thesir own or
their families' uses. Only those who qualified
for gesisiladg status could buy or sell land

in competition with othar Portuguesss eitizens.
Given the cultural requirsments of full
Portuguess citizenship,; LIt was unlikely that
such peocple would remsin within the sgricultursl
asctor, Conssquently, despite the positive
respofiss of the Bakongo psassntry te coffes
growing for the markst, we do not flnd the-
smprgence of large=scale socisl stratification
{eg the sssrgence of rich psasants ssploying
poor psasamts as labourers, stec = sditor),
Coffea planting rether resained s source of
supplessntary ilncoma, and. confirsed Bakongo

agriculturaliste in their status of amsll
farmers producing mainly for sumsistance, and
to fulfil obligations to tha holders of
political and sconomic powsr (is the definition
af = peasantry gquoted From Ssul end Woode at
the beginning of this papsr - editor), Despite
thie; the region snjoyed relative prosparity
whan cospared to other sreas of Angela: this
was reflected in the wages of ths plamtation
sector in Ulge, which wers nsarly thres timss




greater than those pald in the central pleatesu
region of Bengu la (10), Am will bes amsen, the
plantations wers to axzpscience conalderabls
difficulty in local recrultment from the
Bakonge,

Howsver; developmants after the second
world war ware to causs & sharp decline in
ths position of the Bakongo pessantcy, The
eolonising pover, Portugal, began a prograsss
of sxtensive ressttlemant of its rural
population. This wvas simed at offastting the
cising scocial tensions of s swiftly growlng
population which could not be provided for
by domestic (ie Portuguess) scenomic growthi
in European terms Portugsl was and resains &
desperately poor sountry with & per capita
income durimg the 19508 which was not wsush
lacger than that of Ghana, Betwean 1955 mnd
1960 the governmant ancouraged 50,000 psasantes
from matropolitan Portugal and the Capes Verds
islands to ssttla in Angolay in the wholes
decada tha white population incresssed from
79,000 in 1950 to 175,000 in 1961 (11). The
sattlars from Portugsl were axpected by the
authoritiss to develop & passant=small Farmer
mode of existances Though these plans wers
not altogether succesaful = many of the sattlercs
moved Llnto towns to compate with Africeans for
low-akilled jobs = neverthsless the affscts of
settlement on the livelihood of Bakongo
peasants wers ssvecas 360,000 scres were
granted during the 19508 to white immigrante

in the coffee-growing areas of Zaire and Ulge
With tha result that by 1950 nearly half the

African population which had previously
anjoyesd access to land suitabls for the

growing of coffse, had been forced off that
land (12).

Thies process of ressttling Portuguease
peasants in Argols was to inwolve widespread
abusage of Africean land tenure. Afcican
communglly=held land was; by virtus of tha
1933 gonstitution, part of tha public domain.
The cight of sccess to land customarily occupied
by ths community wams in theory guarsntesd by
the Native Statute of 1954, Indigenatos ware
forbidden to asll or donate land to non-Africans,
Land could only ba parcelled out to settlars
if it waa held te ba wacant and wnoccupied,
Bafora such land was handed over to settlace;
they wers supposed to go through an isssnsely
complicated burssucratic procedure. Inevitably
this edministretive system broke downi it wae
too complicated to cope efficlently with the
reguiresants of over 4 thousand new applicatilons

for land by ssttlers, Conssguently, settlecs
tended to hypass the legal process and on thelr

own initistive occcupy land ragardlesa of ite

actusl status, David Grenfell noted in 1961:
"The indigena has no rights to his own
land, or even that on which his village
is bullt, I have known ssversl villages
prdared to move because & Fortuguase
wanted that and an ajacent land for a
coffes QATdERA. . ..RAMNY MOTS CEBOE af
whare & Portuguese had taken a coffes
garden of an African becauss it was
"neglected'; On some occaclons the owner

was awey on contract labour working in
the coffes garden of a Portuguese,,” (13).

In 1956 thes Bakongo king warned his subjects
that if they did not cultivate their coffes
holdings intensively and afficlently they would
have them sxpropriated ﬁj the authorities, (14)
Cacrtaln administrative officials had the power
to declare gardens neglected (15),

The aattler prassnce affected the Bakaongo
sconomlie axlastence in other ways too.
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Traditionally the diwision of labour withinm
Bakongo houssholde had left aubsistesnce
mctivity to women while men weres sngaged in
more ambitious cultivation,; livestock rearing
and trading, Petty trade was widespread smong
the Bakongo and with the inltisl coffes boom,
trading could provide the initisl esplital
required for coffes Ffarming. However, trading
could provide the sams function for ths naw
Portugueas ssttlers: the 19508 saw not only the
taking over of custossrily Africean=held land
by Portugusse farmers and companles, but also
the opening up of hundreds of small settler-
ownad trading stores in tha Zsire/Ulgs reglon,
Traders would operate in the Following Fashien:
Producers would take thelr harvest of bsans,
coffees and groundnuts to the nearby trading
store; The trader would allow them credit
{ussble only at his stora) for part of the
valus of the goods, Credit would be advanced
befors harvest and would bes recovered by Ethe
trader when ctops wWeare harveatedj cohnsesquently
their valus was relatively low. The trader
would then stors the coffes; besans satc. and
sall them for higher prices later (16), Towards
the snd of the 19508 it sesms that the traders
wera incressingly sxploitative in thelir practices
This reflected and was causaed by difficulties ¥
in thelr own situation, With planters taking
ower the best coffee lands from African
producers, and the inocrsasing demsnds of
plantars made on African labour, there wes &
decline in agricultural sctivity in the
vwillagesai less land was being independently
uultiu-t-ﬂ by Africans and so there was leas
surplus to sxchange for goods at the store, In
other words, theare was a decline in African
purchasing powsr, Tha solution, in tha short




term, was Tor the trader to sxteand tha tecma
of cradit, and make them more desandings
Progreasivaly the African comsunity was
finding iteself trapped in & cycle of
indebtedness. Nor was the situstion made any
sanisr by tha blatant price discrimination
practisesd by shopkesspers: traders Iin Bakenga
towna had two diffecent price scales. A kilo
ef sugar, for example, would cost a white
purchasar aix sscudos and an African elght
sscudos (17).

With the extention of European lamdholding
in the area there was a sharp rise In the
demand For Afrlcan labour, Tha vast ma jority
of workers on coffes pleantations wers contract
workers, Plantation owners and other ssployers
would submit thalr labour reguiremants to tha
adoinistration which would then request so many
asn from sach white local administrative officer
(Chafe de Posto). He in turn would desand =
guota from his scbas (headmen) who would then
bs responeible for recruiting t€he men neaded,
The gontracts, which would be lagally
anforceable, would last For anything from
beatwssn slx months and thres ysars. They would
impoee cartain minimum obligations on employerw
and geanarally set wvery low rates of pay. Not
surprisingly,; if Africans had any other way
of mesting their cash requiressnts, they would
avold labour eontracte, Accordingly, in thae
Bakongo areas, thes labour on the ocoffes
plantations had for m long time to bes drawn
from southetn and central Afgolag this cecruit-
mant took place From asongat the Ovisbundu
people,; Tor whom sconomic cpportunities were
rathar more limited; whata land sstilesent
was conaiderably greater, and who did not
anjoy the option open to the Bakongos of

migrating over a friendly border to esceps
cosrced recrultment,

Navartheless, by 1960 there are signa
that tha Kikongo spesakers were incresasingly
baing presssd into contrasct labour on the
plantations, Grenfell mentiona as an sxample
the pecple of Aulnguile willage who were
forced to work on a nearby coffee fazenda, The
workers wars not pald for five sonths, at
which stags the sen refused to work and want
into hiding. Significantly, this villasgs was
ons of the Tirat te Jeln thes revolts

There are also indicationa that the uas
of ghild labour drawn Ffrom local sources for
work on tha plantations was on tha incresass.
Thars was an lncrssas in taxstion sbligatlions
in the srss: the tax sge was lowsred from 18
to 16, and in 1960 the sobas (hesdesn) wers
given the responsibility for its collection,
All thoss who could not pay wers arcested and
held for contract labour, By the snd of tha
decada pecple wers confronted with a choleoes
migrats over thas border to the Congo (whars
there were bettesr sconomic opportunities
and sducational and socisl facilities) and
lsave tieir landj or submit thessslves to a
pacrticularly hopslssa fors of proletarisnisation
(is the process of being fPocced off the land
and turned into & wage-laboursr working Ffor
spmecne alss = sditor), Grenfall reports that
by 1960 the practice of men golng away on

contract had becoms & ‘recognissd system',

although Bakongos made up only 14 per cent of
the reglion®s labour force.

Anether source of disruption resultsd fros
the Goveromant resattlesmant schesess. Starting
in tha 1930s; but increasing in pace and
intensity in tha 19508; the adminiatration
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began to force people to move Trom thelr
tradtional village sites, and to bulld mew
willages at sdministratively convenisnt
places alongside new rosds, This was eften
highly unpopulsr. Tha old villages wars
naturally situated in places where Fartils
land was most abundant. In nes sltes, chosan
afd decided upon sccording to non-sconsmis
rationality, land was short, ‘ha* people
tended to do was to go on quistly plankting
thalr gardens in the old sites - often in
falirly inaccesalble Foreated ceglons Fesocta
from modsrn natworks of comsunication, This
was to have an sbvious significance for the
davelopmant of guerlilla struggle. But the

the collapss of tha traditional systes af
markets and trade.

Thars wers various ~*ker ~etty restrictions
on independent Africen economic activity which
increassd tha weight of the obligations imposed
on them; For sxample; in the late 1950s; peaple
Jans burning was
an aid to hunting as well as sn sssy way to

wars Forbildden to burr

glear ground, The messsurs was widely sesn as
Just one wmore way In +7-% ‘- Thafs E

~gould increase his incose by enforcing flnes.

A Tinal blow to small scale ATrican coffam
producers cans after 1958, ODuring that year
Portugal agresd to & guota system balng ilmpossd
on coffes production to counter the effescts of
world owerproduetiom, Angolan coffes preduction
was rather higher than ‘tha guota aet,
Consequently 1955=1950 was & bad periocd for
coffes Tarsscs, World prices faell drasstically =
by 75 per cent in thact pericd = and producars
had to restrict production, The affects on
the plantations warce

"Rzt In wage cute
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and the withaolding of wages. HBukt Ffor the
African producer, without the privileged access
to markets enjoysd by lerge scale concerns and
without the Pacilities for storing his crops
until prices rose agein (coffes beans in
their raw state can be kept for guite = long
time), thae situstion was considerably worss.
There were of courae other factors
conditioning the outbreak of the revalt in
1967, and the ones listed below are thoss which
have been paid sost attention to in published
accaunta of the war:

1) Tha Frustrations ewperienced by Africans

of assimilado status when thay discovared
growing restrictions on upward mobility and
advancament in an incressingly race-conscious
societyy

2). Compatition at the bottom end of the job
market in urban areas btetwesn desparataely poor

recent Portuguese emigrants and recently
urcanised Africans,

3)s The unwillingnass of the Portugussa
administration to provide political safety
valves or outletas For tha ssplrations of
sducated Africans st a time of rapid
de=colonisation slesewhers in africa.

4). The influence, sspecially among the
Bakongo, of nationalist sovemeants opsrative
in the Bslgian Congoj this refers especially
to those like ABAEKD which sppealesd to pan-
Hakengo sentiments,

5)s An mconomic environment which,; because of
Fortugal's own Llnability to genesrsate cepital
for larges overseas lnvestmant and her
unwillingneas to allow other foreign capital
to inveat in har colonisl tercitories, could
not provide the employment and educational
oppartunities For an increasingly urbanlsed
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and sducated population, Soms of the urban
population; becauas of a tradition of migration
to other colonisl territories such as tha
delgian Congo, were able to make comparisons
that wars highly unfavourable to Portugueswe
rule In Angolas

All of these were important Factors; and go &
long way to explalnlng the essrgence of &
political leadership in Angola, both in
Luanda and Ln the North (the Southecn

grauvp giving support to UNITA emaroed

somewhat later in the 1960s), We have, than,
in the Bakonge reglion the foundation of &
pacty in 1954 that Llnitially dedicated ltaalf
Eto the revival of the old Kongo kinooom, which
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at that time was Lin the middle of a succession
disputs betwesn a Government-backed Catholic,
and a Baptist candidate, The Union of the
Pfeople of Northern Afngola was FfFoufded by a
groauvpg of minor civil servants and othar
functionaries, petty bourgecis wslements,
shopkeepers,; bookespers and the like; moast

of thas from & Baptist mission backgrowund, and
many having taken advantage of sconomic
ppportunities avalilable in Leopoldville; Belglan
Congos The Union was to drop its regiomal
connotations In 1958 in the light of pan=
African disapproval of sspgratist movementas;
and become the Union of the People of Angola,
It was presided over by Holden Foberto, who
scquired considerable business interesta In
the Congo and was close to the Congoless
poelitical leadership.

But here I am not sapecially concernsd
with politicel leaderahip, which in ons form
gr anothar has besn a constant Facter im
African politics since the Second World war:
what has besn Far more decisive than the
emargence of leaders Iin eny one country's
history has been the popular mood: the degres
and naturs of mass response to lesadership
calls and sppeale. It 18 only by looking,; am
we have besn doing here,; at the undermining of
the sconomy in peasant society = which had
Initially cesponded progressivly to Angola's
incorporation Into the ceplitalist sconomy -
that we can understand the nature of the
responss of the people to the Lnsurgency of
UFA (Union of the Peoples of Angols)} In 19617,

For this was s revolt that, whatsver the
intentiona of the peity bourgeocls leadership,
was shaped by the smotions, concerns and the
desparation of a pessantry Feelng the prospesct




of destruction as & cleass,; According to
miasionary sources, the first smissaries of
ravolt came not in the Tors of sophlisticated
political cadres, but as prophests, NQunzas.
Thay held secvices in the main villages .and
svarybody was regulred to attend a simsple
cecrsmony in which all had to drink a cup of
water and pay 2,50 escudos. The authorities
found one fund collection reglster in which
30,000 escudos had bean collecked. Speechaes
at such gatherings had a millenarlan charactar:
the use of water was wery similar to that of
the Lassyist movement which leid great
emphasis on the powar of holy water to

ramova the curses of witchcraft, In

February 1961, schoolehildren around Sembs,
an arsa whare tha use of child labour on
plantations wae notorious; refused Eo buy
taxthooks and want on atrlke, standing
outslde their schools and showting
'Kimpwanza' (Independenca). When the

killings began, it was obvious to cbmervers
that many of the whites who died (esdministrators
and Homan Catholic prisats wears sspecislly
singled out) ware not killed as a result of

the actions of orgenised groups of UPA
insurgents, but rather by tha wvillagers fin

the locality (18). Whatever the class nature
of the UFA leadership (and to call it = party
of the businsessmen ssems an accurate assessment
of its higher levels), when we look at local’
leaders it is not surprising ko Tind thes
deawn Trom tha African coffes Farming group
(Z0)s The dawelopmant of the revolt into Lts
protrected guarille nh-:!1gqqin followed the
logic suggested by the sconpmle sxperisnce

of bthe psasantry: whole uilllages withdrew Into
the forests ts recoloniss thelr old villagess

for them the revolt wey a homecoming, =
restoration of the old order = a psasant
utopia.

Frantz Fanan, ideglogue of the Algerian
ravolution and a Frlend of Holden Aoberto,
professed & belief in the psasantry as "rabals
by instinet', as people whe could inm no way
profit within the socisl framework Iimposed by
colonialism, snd &® & group which stands
cutside the clpes system, Not surprisingly, he
closely identifisd himgelf with the Bakongo
insurrection. In strict terms, Fanon's
arguments make sociologicel nonsense: as we
have sean this was Not a backward population
isolated froe the currents of colonial culture
and sconomy, but rather gne which attespted to
respond positively to Fresh econcasle Influsnces.
There ias, howsver, & grain of truth in his
claims, For while an urban working class can
increase its potential powsr as it sxpands
with the smergence &nd growth of capitslism,
the Bakengo psasantry waes doomed as & clases
as capitalism penstrested the rursl srsss, thars
eould enly be & return to the past For the
Bakongo psasantry - an attampt to destroy tha
prasant order and Teplace it with Lits negative
Lnr-rﬁid image: to make black white and white
black,

But such limitatipgns should not make us
ignore the historical importance of the 1961
northern insurrection, 1t created a major crisis
for eolonisl soclety, initiated a long and
tarrible struggle,; and massively widensd tha
arena of conflict, It alsc provided a pariod
when other movements with diffecent
conatltuencles could regroup and rlnrglﬁlli
thamseslves while Poftuguess enecgles were
occupied in suppresaing the northern reveolts

page 20

this process was ceally only completed In
the seacond half of the 1960e. It seams
appropriste te conclude with a thought
from Barrington Moore:
".seane may wall conclude that the
wall springs of human Freedom lis not
only as Marx saw them in the asplirations
of clasass about to take powet, but
pachaps sven moce in the dyling wall of

s class over whom ths wave of progress
is sbout to Fall (21)."

In thoss terms the Angolan revalt of the nerth
was tragic not only becausm of the human
suffecing involveds
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Tha amount of nonsenseé that is presentad on
the unemployment position in the columns of
the comoerclal press ILn South Africa, and

then put forward as acholarship, sssms to
be on thae lhcreaass.

Prize=winning report of the month must
be that of the Star (79.10,16) in its
reproduction of the neo-Malthusianiam of
the latest lekuknu Economic Reviews:

If South Africa does not sucesed in
Ilowsring the birth rate; thare can be
little nope of a satisfactory solution
to the probles of unemployment.

Rilliong of rands may be aguandared on
social plens, which will have & reduced
aconomie Impact with 1litkle hope of
getting to the root of the problem.

But what sust be avolded im an emotional
spproach to this solution (7) ...

labour
action

ni ! i (ses WIP,
8) The Assccistion backed down in its
gonfrontation with and threatensd astrike
action sgminst the Chamber of Mines. Soms:
mines woares sald to have suffered large losses
(R1=million on one mine) dus to 8 "go-slow'
by the officiale, but this was probably
cospensated for by the amount saved on
postponed salary increases.

The ssttlemant was reeched after the
gssociastion had lost an unepecified
pusber of ite members to the pthar mine
officisls sssocistions which sccepted

VOLK,
WHICH

VOLK?

Greater impetus should be given with
everyone's co-operation to the recent
decline in the high rate of population
growth.

LU

A lower birth rete will leagd to higher
per capita walfare, and In turn ko better
nourlishment, tealth, housing and pducas=
tion., It will elso relieve the pressurs
on the provislion Tor housing,; food
subsidies; trensport, educetlon and
medical Teacilitles.
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the Chamber's pay offer... (Star
79.07.20). ;

Motor Industry: (esstern Cepe) (sees wiP,

9) The unions representing these workers won
acroms the board incresses of an avarags of
about BX with further increasss dus in March,
1980,

The wages wers negotiated beatwsen
employer representatives (Ford, GM and
Volkswagan), ths 'goloured' Netional Union of
Fotor Assembly snd Rubber Workers of South
Africa, the white South Africen Iron and Steal=-
workers' Unlen; with attendance by the Africen
United Automobils, Rubber and Allied Workera'
Union, The negotiationa took place after
workers hed threatensd strike action.

South Africa has resched a stage In Lts
industrial development where Future
growth will emynate incressingly from
the more cepital=intensive sectors.

The last paragraph is; of course, closer
to what 1t ie all about, But no mention of
who ls to benefit Trom the "Future growth™j
why it will “emanaty incressingly from the
mors capital=intensive sectors™) or why the
working class (overwuhelmingly African) should
decresse thalr nusbgrs in the Iinterests of
the benaficlaries of capital=intensive growth
{mainly large=scale local and foreign cepital).




