STATE POLICY towarda Indians resident in Soukh
Africe was,; until 1961, that they warce
"foreignars' wha should be "returned' to

Indis wharever possible, During 1961 this
policy was alteted, and government accepted,
in the wordes of the then Winlster of Interiar,
that "Indians are hare and the vast majority
ate going to remain here....ws Sust resliess
that the vast majority of them are South
Afcican eitizens and am such thay ars also
antltled to the necessary attention and the
necessary assistance™;

It was as a tasuvlt of this change In
policy that the Department of Indian Affaire
was created in 1981, and the cebinet ministaer
heading the departsant smpowesrad to appolint &
so=called HNetional Indisn Council to sdvisms
him am cectaln metters. The government clelimed
that it was necessary to appolnt a council, a®
there were no identifisble Indian lesaders with
which it gould censult, In adopting thim
ALLitudg, Liey lgnored tne popularly=based
Indian Congress, which had led Indians
politically for generations: governmant
claimed that Netsl and Transvesl Indiam
Congress was communist led and without
support; to the extent that it hed power
amongst Indians, this was held through
intimidation.

The appolnted Mational Indian Councll was
wstablished at the end of 1953; when the
Minister of Indian Affairs invited approximately
100 Indians to & conferanca hald An Pretoria.

At the time; the Formation of the Council was
resisted by some, and seversl hundred Indian
women gathersd at the Union Buildings; Pratoris;
to sxpress their opposition to apartheid and
apattheid=createsd organisations. #hen; in
February 1964 the Minister of Indian Affaire
announced the appolntment of a 21-san National
Indian Council,; with the secretary Ffor Indian
Affaire am chairsan; the schema was totally
rajected by the South African Indisn Congress.

The Sowuth Africam Indian Council Act of
1968 gave statutory recognition to the Indian
Coungll. Tha Minister of Indian irfllrl wEE
formally smpowered Lo appolnt 25 people to
tha SAIC, as wall as the chairman af the
council's executlve committes,

An inlndllnt to the act in 1972 empowarced
the state president to incresss the size of the
SAIC to 30, snd mlso slloswed for & cartain
numbar of membera to be slected, rather than
appointed, Later that year it was announoed
that 25 mesbars would be appointed, end S

. magmbars alectedy the recently revived Natal
Indian Congress (NIC) imsadiately tejected
thase proposals, and stated that it would

boyéatt thes slection of the 5 SAIC membars,

Than, aouring 1973, the FHinieter announced
that at the end of the ters of office of tha
sppointed SAIC sembers,; an "elsction' would bm
hald to vote In 15 nav maasbers; the rt-an;nq
1E-Hlﬂﬁlrl would be appolnted. The slection
would not be held an the baslas of a voksrs
roll, but through "elesctoral collesges'
comnprised of masbers of Indian local auvthoreitiss
local affairs, sanagament and consultative
cosmittesn.: A nusber of groups expressed thelir
intention to boycott Ehese so-called eleactione,
ingluding the Indian Mansgemsent Committss of

Lenaslia and the Natal Indian Congreas.

An Electoral Aegt for Indisns was passed
by the sll=white parllament during ths coucse
af 1977, which made it compulsory for all
Indiana over the age of 18 to reglatar am
voters, This wae widely Interpreted am a
prelude to the inauguratlion of a whally
elacted SAIC. CUwuring October 1977 talks ware
held betwsen MNIC and Transvaml Action Comalttes
leadere,; who agresd to co-ordinate their
afforts in opposaling the whole notlon of &
specifically Indlan council, whwthear slected
ar nots

1978 maw the sneactment of thes sxpected
law providing for an elected SAIC. 40 members
would be alected on a voters roll, and & further
5 members would be appointeds 3 would be
sppointed by the lesader of the majority
party AFf 1t held 34 or more ssats in the
SAICy iF the ma jority party hald 33 or
Fawsr ssats,; 2 msembers would be appointed
by that party, and 1 ssmbar by the opposition
partys In mddition to this meschaniam, ths
State Prasident was empowsred to sppoint 2
ssmbars on the sdvice of the leadar of tha
ma jority pacty.

It was made clear that the governmant had
formulated this act with the Aintended new
constitutional proposals in mind, wharsby
a thres=tisr "parliamentary® systes Involving
sspgrete "parlisments' for whites, coloureds
and lndians was propoaed; afrcicans ware not

mentioned in thess constitytional arrangements. |

Most progoeaslve antl=government .groupa
and organisations presumed that progressive
Indian erganisations would naturally edopt
a boycott stance towards the proposed SAIC
slections, This had bssn tha conalstant

1




position of the Indian Congress over the
ysara, ad wall as a number of other Indian
organisstiones The influesnce of thae black
conaciousness position; which had as a
principle plank in fte programma the non=
participation in state-created, ethhlcally
asapsrstes bodies, sccentumted the conventional
posltion of progressive cpposlitlon groupas =
non=pacticipation In and boycoit of Bantustan
adeinlstratlons,; Urban Bantu Counciles, Colouced
Aepressntative Council (CRC), SAIC and other
similar bodima,

It was against this bsckground that =
group of Natal-based members and sssoclabtes
of the NIC called Tor & reasssssment of the
boycott principle,; and theraby Iinitiated a
wide=ranging debate on strategy and tactics
in gontemporary South African politice.s Early
in May 1979 it was revealed that & series of
maatings were being held between NIC leader-
ship and & younger group of pesopls who wers
kegsn to reasssss the boycott strategy adopteo
towards the forthcoming SAIC election. This
article attempts to cutline the various
positions taken on this lesus,s If Ils wrikten
not for the specific purposs of recording the
ganflict over_participation in the SAIC
slesction; but rather to raise some gusstions
about progressive principles, strateglss and
tactice in South Africa. For while the
specific cebate about the SAIC slection has
bean cesclved; the issuves involved retain a
genseral importance for political struggls,

Broadly spsaking, one can lsolats four
ma jor posltions an the SAIC guestion., The
first invalves the recently formed Democratic
Party; which has grown out of the group
naminated by the government to the SAIC, A

gonsarvat ive group, it is prepared to work
within the government=created systam, and
compromise In order to win limited gaine for
certain strats of the Indian Community, Thim
party ls guite happy to participate In the
SRIC, and sees no probles assoclated with
ite position.

Tha ascond =a jor grouping ies gathered tound
the Aaform Party, currently led by Y.5.
Chingamy, but recently joined by J.N. Reddy
who ls the state-appointed chairman of the
SAIC executive committes, This group has
praviously contested SAIC slectlons, and
recently gained a mejority on tha S5AIC
exagutive committes, The party was formed
from amongeat SAIC members in 1977, and jJjolned
thae Inkatha=led South African Black Alliance
(SABA) in January 1978. Backed by SABA, the
Reform Party will participats In thae SAIC
alectlon,

The third group has tejected participation
in the SAIC totally, and is supported in

its stance by a number of black=consclousnsss
organisations, It Ls comprised primarily of
the NIC, the antl=5AIC committee,; and the
Solidarity Front, which has its roots ln the
now= dissolved Anti-=Constituticonal Proposals
Committes (ACPC), Transwvaal, Soms people within
this group have rejected participation in tha
S54IC purely on principle; while others have
arguad that thelr boycott position is based
on tactlical conaiderstions,

Tha fourth graoup raejescts apartheld and all
aparthald imstitutions, and sses the SAIC

as 8 reactionary inatitution. However, thay
argued that; in the current state of "Indian
politice'; there were good tectical reasons
for participating in the SAIC elesctlonsj this
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group suggested that a tactical sdvantage
could ba chtailned for anti-=apartheid forces
by conteating the elesctions.

The groupings gathared scound tha
Oemocratic and Reform Parties are not of
ma jor concern in this article. It is rather
the third and Fourth posltiens outlined abovae
that are discussed and considered below. It
must, howevar, be borne Ln mind that the
pro=participation position discussed below
has nothing in comson with the position of
the Aeform and Democratic Parties, which also
favour participation in the SAIC,

The position of the group which wished
to reassess the boyeott principle revolved
around 3} baslc propositione:

1). that participation in reactionary and/or
dummy institutions doss not necessarily imply
accaptance of what those institutions stand
forg

Ii. that boycotts of -u:hiln.titutiunn afe a
matter of strategy, not moral principle;

3)s that in the current situation in South
Africa, there are sound strategic cessons

for progressive forces to particlpete in the
SAIC mlesctions.

In support of thelc Ficst proposition, is
that participation in an institution doss not
always lmply ascceptance af the functlions of
that institutiony; the pro=participationists
outlined a number of inetances whars
progressive and even cevolutiomary fTorces
had participated in useless bodies Tor
tactical gailn,

For example; after the Fallure of thae 190%
revolutlon 1n Aussls,; the militant Socisl
Democratic Party (which under the leadscrship

of Lenin took state power in 1917) participated




in the powscless Dumas {sham parliasmentas). It
was atgued at the time that boycotting the
Dumas would distance the Party from the people,
leading to the isolation of leadership froms
tha Sassed,

Similar sorts of occurrences wers raferred
to by the pro-psrticipation group, drawn From
the history of political struggle in India,
Germany, «Jestarn Europe and Zambis. In South
Africe ilteslf, members of the then legal
Communist Party (CPSA) participated in the
almost sxclusively white—elected Parliamsnt -
at that time, certaln "qualified" Ceps African
males and “"coloureds’ wars parmitted to vote
in Parlismentary slections, According to a
documsnt lssusd by the pro-cessssssment group;
tha CPSA Iin the 1540a

"nut up candidates in Durban, Johanngsburg

and Cape.Town For the Clty Counoll

elections, In 1948 it had onm of its
masbers alected in the Caps westecn seat

{on an African Communal roll), This Cape

dastern ssat was thereafter won by such

pacple as Brimn Bunting,; Ray Alexeander

and Ffinally by Les Warden, Lee Warden was

a mpmber of the Congress of Democrats

whichsssswas part of the Congress Alllanca,

It wan with the permission of the Congress

Allisnce that Les Warden took his seat

in Parlisment as s representative of the
Cape Weskerm Africans.

The pro-ressssssment group acgued, secondly,

that polltical boycotte are a strategic weapon, .
to be utilised and implemanted whar®e thace is
soms gain for the oppressed snd dominated
classes, They rejocted the suggestion that

participation in resctlonacy bodliss under all
clrecumatances and situvatlons lm wrong.

Specifically, they felt that boycott or
participation was sn lssus to be decided
in terms of the tactics and strategies of
political struggle; and not by a rigld,

inFlexible morality which implied that it

im "impure' or "unprincipled' to participate
in state-created institutions, The group then
went on to sxplain why they believed that the
objective posltion of the Indisn community
and its relationship to politicsl -tﬁuggll
suggeasted that somathing could be wen by
contesting the 5AIC electiona. They agresd that
whan the NIC declded to boycott thae SAIC in
1971, there were sound reasona Tor its stance.
Howaver, in the intecvening years, the
cetention of a principled boycott had led

to & growing saparation betwesan progressive
Indian leadership and the majority of the
Indian community. The NIC, it was argued, had

not grown during the past few years, nor had

it managed to create a mass base sand Following.
The gffect of the boycott policy led to a small,
weakened body of progressive Indians,

They suggested that the process of
contesting the SAIC slections could faclilitate
the building of a powsrful organisstion, with ']
grass roots community suppart and pacticlpation,
The slection campalgn would slag sllow cactain

ideas, programmea and pollclies to be put
forward which would otharwise be difficult in
the repressive south African context,

The reassessspnt/pro-participation position
cah accordingly be sumsarised in the Following
wWayl
+participation in the SAIC election does not I

naceseacily imply acceptance of the bodyj
+ﬁnr:nhh is & strategy, not a moral principleg

4+participation can assist In the bullding of
& mass orisnted, popularly based organisstiong

+tha boycott policy has led to a distance

amarging betwsen progressive NIC lesdwrship
and the Indian =sasseag

+p|rtipip.t£nn in tha SAIC gives a cartailn
degresa of protection from state represaslon
in ths development and spreading of political
policiss,; programmas and idean)

+becauss of lack of orgenisstion mnd
participation in dirscted sctivity, the
consciousnsss of the Indian masses is low.
An slection caspaign run by progreamive
slasents can go some way to reising mass
political consciousnees,

The cesponsea of those who srgued that
the boyoott position waw the correct one can
bes conwenisntly divided inte two maln srean:
1)« that boycott is a mowral principle nevar
to be broken aor il-liii':.;
that boycott of the S5AIC Lle the corcect
atratagy at presant, This position diffecs
from thes sabove in that it sccepts that
patticlpatlion in resctlonacy structuras
may ‘e 8 correct tactle In certaln
clrousstancas
Vice-prasident of the WIC, and chairsan of
tha Natal-tmesd antl=SAIC commitiees, M.J.
Naldoo, responded to the reassssassnt
initistive in the following way (report
from Graphie newspaper, 1.06.79):

"Any participation by members of the Matal
Indian Congftess or thalr syspathisers in tha

2).

farthcoming SAIC mlectionms :nulﬂ CEUBE
irceparable harm and ssbarcsssssnt te the
sustained everssas campalgn sgalnst Seuth
Africasssssln & statemant,...Ac:. Naldoo
plesded with membere wf Congresis %o think
sgain and svold & split and warned that any
attampt to opt for tha eleoctions would be
seen by anti=apartheld campaigners cuscssss a8
working wmithin the apartheld system and could
daliver s body blow "to our sxiled leaders
campaigning oOversesfsssssses I coPnot gconcade
that ths sntitlemant of Indians to slect an



Indian Council or Parlisment is really such a
laudable dispsnsation as to hoodwink ths
nnﬂélilld pacples of South Africa inte

belisving that it le anything but a fraude...
Nor do 1 concede that it is necessary for
radical-thinking democrats to capturs the SAIC
in order to dany the Governmant the argumesnt
that Indiens are participating Ln its system

af government®,

Fr., Naldoo went on to say that the NIC wes
unsquivocslly cpposed to participation in the
fortheoming SAIC elections becauss it refussd
to make Talse promisss to the people during

the slection campaign...and opeceate tha
apartheld aystem and the sntranchment of Black
gouerly and sulPreringisssns

'"Tha NIC readily concedes that the protagonists
of participation intend participation with
rejection; and to this end will sccept thelr
bona Fides. It is sassential to know what
campaign promissa will be made; what the
manifesto will contain and what the ultimate
pucposs of participation Lles, If thers Lis going
to be a demand Tor one =an ona vote for all
people including Africans; Coloursds snd Indigns
if thers is golng td be a demand for & unitary ]
state besed on recoghnised demsoccratic prinuipl.-,
LT there is going to be a desand For the
realsase of political lesders in prison and
under restriction orders and if thers ia going
to be & demand for the repsal of discriminatocy |
and repressive lsgislationm thenm it must be meads
clear that this is the policy of the group and
they must slso make it clear how they intend -
to carry owt thealr sandatms once thay sntar

the Indian Council or Chamber'™, WVarious
other argusents in favour of boyaott,

and eriticisss of thes particlipation poaition,

ware canvassed In the press and at publie
mastings, Some of the areas dealt with by

thosa oppossd to participation were aa

followst

1)« Boycott: principle of strategy?

It was suggeasted that it was over-pragmatic to
argus that boycott of state=crested institutions
was nothing mora than a flexible t]ﬂfln, to be

ingtitukted or ignored sccording to the politlicel
climate or the directlion takenm by = politicael
organisation, This implied that, at least in

South Africs whars state and pacs=atete
inatitutions are not subject to san slective
principle based on universal suffrage; it ls
important to accept the general idsa of boyocott
and non-particlpstlion. Howsvery, scms pecple in
favour of boycott suggested that it was also
Isportant to sccept that in very specifie
circusstances there may be an sdwantsge to

be gained Tor the oppressed by participating
in s state-crested structure in order to
achieve spacific objectlves, For this group,
the guestion over the SAIC slection becams
whether thars wars good snough ressons to
devilate from the genesral strategy of non=
participation and boycott = and they snawersd
the guestion nagatively.

in f candidates contesting the

It was arguesd that iFf the participstion group
went shesd, ons of ths problems thay would face
would be how to ensure that their group of
candidates subsitted to group or party discipline
both during the election cempaign, and subseguent
to being slected, Ths possibility of running

for SAIC with sntl=apartheld support eoculd
attract opportunlsts who did not scoept or

fully underatand the arguments for participation,
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This gould lead to them making slection
promises In an attempt to snsure slectlon yhich
could not be Fulfllled; or which can countgr

to the programms of the groupy 1t could alaeo
create confuslonm once elected ko SRIC in terms
of voting patterns on issuss,; statements gnd
spasches made, atc.

3). Campaign promises.

Aelated to the lﬁﬁu- criticisme was the queation
of slection campalgn promises. While it was
understood that a major plank iIn the pro-

participation caspaign would bs one of
minimum demands ower ilssuss like one man onm

wote, relesss of political prisoners, ste,,
pomg nonstheless Feared that the aversge voter
might sti1l] sxpsct that the candideste was
undertaking to improve or further thae
community's immediate needs (housing, roadas,
facilities etc). I this happensd, sxpectations
amgngat voters would be ralsed, and if thosws

sxpectations wers nat met, s process of apathy,
disillusionmant snd rejection of thoss who stood
for of Fice might set in, They could besocomg
associsted in the mindes of the voters with
oppoctunistes who ran for SAIC for considercstions
of prestige, parsonal gain, or to Ffurther the
intecrests of the wealthy Indisn trading glass

onlys

4), The abllity to succesd in tha slection
campaign,
It was of great Importance whether the pro=

participation group could actuslly win the
alection, defeating the Reform Party backed

by the South African Black Alliance (SABA),
Tha gquestion was raised by the boyoott group
whather sufficisnt resources could be gathsred
to run & high=profile, sffective slection
campaign in all constituencliea. Aight thy

4




atates not interfere to hasper thelr caspaign
and covertly suppott that of other cendidates.
There was concern reissd sbout the affects of
panlnlpltlnn in the eslection, and looming

to another political party,

5)s Tha "black middls class' straktsgy.

It was noted that the SAIC Fitted into & wider
state strategy related to the conmtitutional
proposals, and the attempt to create a black
"middle cleses" with a vested Iintersst in soclety
much a8 it curfently is. The strategy =sesms on
tha one hand to create a realatively privileged
african "labour eristocracy' Iim the urban aceas,
and on thes other hand to graduslly involwe
"coloured" and "Indian’ leadership in decision=
making (but to mxclude the mass of coloured and
[rndian workers)., The SAIC seema to be & state—
chosen vehicle for one part af this strategy,
while Koornhof's regional counclle, community
counclila; wishahn and Algkert proposals form
another aspect. Yhile most progressive Torcas
ars critical of Wiehahn gnd Aiekert, and while
most urban african lesderahip rejects Koornhof's
committeas, it might be diffleult to axplain
why progreasive sections of Indian leadership
are adopting a different position, is the
utilisation of the structures, rather than

their total rejection. This could serve to
render difficult any alliance betwsen
progressive Indian groups, and other interssts,

A large nuaber of the objections ralsed
to the pro-participestion position revolved
around the practical dynamice and difficulties
irvolued in actusl participation in SAIC
furngtions, businass and msatinga, as oppoasd
to participating in the slsctlona themaslves,
It was pacttially in response to theas
criticisma that the prosparticipation group

proposed a 'compromiss stratesy', whersby
thay form a politiceal organisation to conteat
the slections; but boycobt the &ctual busineas
of the SAIC iteelf. It was suggested that theas
'boycott candidates' could facllitate tha
rais-ing of mass conaclousnass, the bullding
of a stronger organisation with closs links
with the comsunity, keep collabborators out
of "lesdership' positions on SAIC, while
not having to actually teake up & asak on
tha councils

The dehate, howsver, wasd not conflned to
"Indian politice', Becsuss of its general
importance, a large number of Qroups and
organisations intervensd in one way or
another, Gatsha Buthelezl; chief minister aof
the KHwa Zulu Bantustan, warned that the anti=
Indian Council campaign was almgd not only at
the SAIC; but also sgainast "our South AFrican
Black Allisncem, at lnkatha and at thoas memberas
of our Indianm and Coloured communities who
of far out their hand of friendeship®™, Huthalezi
gleo warned that if the boycott gampaign of the
gnti=SAIC groups was successful, it would imply
that co-cperation with other blacks was being
tejected by Indlans, and viclette endorssd.

un the okther hand, varlous groups partiaslly
pr wholly sassoclated with the ldeology of black
;ﬁn.:iuu-niln, tejected involvewmsnt In the SAIC
totslly. The Spligarity Front, s prisarily
Lenasis=basad group which includes AZAPD
president Curtis Nkondo, was formed Ln mid-
August with the sxpress intention of oppoaing
any participation in the SAIC elections, Nthato
Motlana of the Soweto Civic Assgciation
{ex Committes of Ten), speaking at s masting
called by the Lenasia Peoples Candidates group,
apposed the idea of blacks werking within
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governmant-created lnstitutions,

Bghatever concesslons black people have
gained ceame ae & result of activities
outside the ridiculous Gowernment-grested
institutions. You can't guote me & singlm
example of an achievemsnt by people working
within these instlitutions;®

ha told the 750 pecple present at the Ranting.
Leader of ths Peoples Candidates group, Or.
Rephid Salpjes, sndorssd Motlesns's position,
adding that his qrnup; which dominated the
Lensais Managessant Committes until it withdroew;
would not participate in the S5AIC elesctions,

In tarms of Ilts general poliey, the South
African Council on Sport (SACOS) mede 1t clesar

that it rejected participation Ln sny govern=
aant created instlitutione,; Lncluding EAIt, CRC,

Gantustan administrations, #stec. Tha positions
of CHC member Norman Middleton who ia alao
prasident of the SACOS=affiliated South
African Scccer Fedsration (SASF), and

Gatsha Buthaslezi who is patron of ths SASF,
have n-in conalidered at SACOS mestings} a
recant spesch by SACOS president Hassan Hows
made it clear that unless Alddleton ang
Butheleazl were removed from the Federstion,
or rasigned thelr positions in governegnt=
crsatead bodies, tha 5A5F Teced permansnk
expulsion Trom SACOS, Thare are indications
that scas of the pro=participatlon group in
Natal were linked to SACO5; which sust nave
mgde thelc position oiFfficult and sometimps
cantradictory.

Thers was clearly rathar limited ground
for debsts betwssn thoss who rejected
participation im SAIC on tha grounds of
morality and principle only, and those who
atgued Ffor participaticon on the beals of
tactice, The most intaresting and producktive
debats tanded to take place ‘bwiesen thoss who




agresd that ths guestion was one of tactics,
but disagreed over which line was the mors
advantageous to ilﬁl-llnt in the curcent
sltuation, As mentioned; it was partially as

a responss to this Intersction that the
craassssement group proposed tha idea of
'"boycott candidates' contesting the SAIC
slections; but boycotting tha body iteslf,

At the same tlae, the pro-participation

group indicated that they wars unhappy about
contesting the slections unlsss they obtained
agresmsnt on thelir revised strategy Fros WNIC
leadecship as well as other groups. Thay falt
that to go ahesd without the backing of such
groups both split the Indian left, and sllowed
for the possibility of dafest in the elections
because of lack of solidarity and support on
thae laft.

It was presumably within this context that,
st tha snd of Septembar,; pesople prominent in
the pro-reassesssant group issusd a statement
gimed at restering unity, Signed by Yunus
Hohamasd,; Erish Govender and Pravin Gordhang
tha statemsnt sald that

"aftar dum conslderation we Firmly belisve
that the SAIC slectiong should be boycotted
and in this regard wa commit ocurseslves to
the NIC programmeés..s«The Indlan community
is being subjected to divieive mancsuvres
by the state to Ffurther separate the
community from the other Black comsunities;
to divert it from participation in tha
national democratic struggle and ko
eatablish as spoksamar of thes cosmunity
slamants such mss the Raform and Democratic
parties who would Tollow clossly state
palicies,

In view of this onalsught it is imperative
that all progressives unite under the
banner of the NIC. We commit ourselves to
working towards this objective.

e are grateful to ouk president, Mr.
Gearges Sewparssdh whoms open,; honest and
mature spproach has contributed
tremendously to the resolution of the

diffecences within the NIC and we pledge

gur support to his leadership.
This new=found wnity betwssn all groups opposed
to tha SAIC was due to have Tound expression
st an anti=-SAIC gonventlion in Durban in mid=
Octobers; Soms 200 delegates and cbeservers
reprasanting 29 organlsatlons,; Lneluding NIC,;
AZAPOy SACOS and COSAS gathered to lauhch @
campaign of active bayoott ageinst the SAIC
slections,; dus to be hald in March 1980,
Howavwar, the convention weas postponed whan =
large group of blacks = some allegedly members
of Buthelszi's Inkatha movesent, although
Inkatha has denied cesponalblility = tarred
and feathered a repressntative of the
Transuaal-based Solidarity Front, Motlana
was dus to have spoken st this convention,
but was unable to attend. The person tarrced
pnd Featharsd was mistaken by the sttsckers
for Motlans, who wae thalr target,

The basis of the groups atteck sesma to
hava bBean
a)s that Motlans should dirsct his effarts
at lesadership towards africans in Naktal
before spesaking to Indians, and
b). that if Ilndians considered themselyss
to be blacks, they should joln ths SABA led
by Buthalszl, and incorporating Inkathe, the
Coloursd Labour Party, and the Indian Reform
Party.s

The issum of whether progressive democrats
should participete in the S5AIC election is now
rasclvad, Agreemgnt hae bean cesched to launch
an agtive boycott campeign amofnget tha Indian

plectorate. A lapge numbar of Lmportant
guastions have been raised, dealling with issuss
of strategy and tactica im tha South African
struggle, Some of thess guestions ramain

page

unanswered, despite the current unity around
the boycott of the SAIC, The most Important
point remains: is it ever legitimate for
oppressad groups to participste Inm structures
crasted by the oppressors im arder to win &
tacticel adwantsge in the struggle? And if
the snswer ia positive, Ln what circumstances
is it correct to participate, and when Las
boycott the weapon of the masses? The way

in which thess guestions ars discussed,

and the snawers formulated, will have an
important bearing on future political
struggle in South Africa.

elenn fosy-




