
SAIC - participation 
or boycott 

STATE POLICY towerde Indiana rmeldent in South 

Africa waa, u n t i l 1961, that they vara 

• f o r e i g n e r s ' who should ba 'raturnad* to 

India wherever poss ib l e* During 1961 t h i a 

po l i cy wai e l t a r e d , and government accepted, 

i n tha wordo of tha then ftinieter of Inter ior , 

that ''Indiana ara hara and tha veat majority 

ara going to remain hera****wa muet r a a l i a a 

that tha vaat Majority of tha* ara South 

African citizmno and aa auch thay ara a lao 

a n t i t l a d to tha nacaaaary a t t a n t i o n and tha 

nacaaaary eee letence"* 

It wis aa a raaul t of th ia changa in 

po l i cy that tha Oepartment of Indian Affalra 

waa craatad in 1961, and tha cabinet minister 

hsading tha deportment ampowarad to appoint a 

eo^callod National Indian Council to advlaa 

him on carta ln mottere* Tha government de le ted 

that i t wme nacaaaary to appoint a c o u n c i l , aa 

thara vara no l d a n t l f i a b l a Indian laadara with 

which i t could c o n s u l t . In adopting t h i a 

• L t i t u M f may ignored tna populorly-Daeed 

Indian Congress, which had lad Indiana 

p o l i t i c a l l y for ganarationai government 

claimed that Natal and Tranavaal Indian 

Congraaa waa communiet lad and without 

aupportf to tha extent that i t had power 

aaongat Indiana, th ia waa hald through 

lnt imidot lon* 

Tha appolntad National Indian Council waa 

aatabliahad at tha and of 1963, whan tha 

n i n i a t a r of Indian Affalra i n v i t s d approximate 

100 Indiana to a confarahca hald in P r e t o r i a , 

Ptga 1 

At tha t ime, tha formation of tha Council waa 

raaiatad by eoma, and aavaral hundrad Indian 

woman gatharad a t tha union Bui ldinga, P r a t o r i a , 

t o express thalr oppos i t ion to aparthaid and 

apartheid-created organieat ione* Whan, in 

Fabruary 1964 tha n i n i a t a r of Indian Affalra 

announced tha appoints>ant of a 2 1 - M O National 

Indian Counci l , with tha secretary for Indian 

Affalra aa chairman, tha achama waa t o t a l l y 

rajactad by tha South African Indian Congraaa* 

Tha South African Indian Council Act of 

1966 gava atatutory rmcognition to tha Indian 

Council* Tha n i n i a t a r of Indian Affalra waa 

formally ampowarad to appoint 25 poopla to 

tha SAIC, aa wal l aa tha chairman of tha 

c o u n c i l ' a axecut ive committee* 

An amandmant to tha act in 1972 ampowarad 

tha a tata praaldant to lncraaaa tha o iza of tha 

SAIC to 3 0 , and a lao allowad for a c a r t a l n 

numbar of mambara t o ba a lac tad , rathar than 

appolntad* Later that yaar i t waa announced 

that 2S mambara would ba appolntad, and 5 

mambara a l a c t a d | tha racantly revived Natal 

Indian Congraaa (NIC) iamadiately rajactad 

thaaa propoaala, and atatad that i t would 

boycott tha a l a c t i o n of tha 5 SAIC mambara* 

Than, ouring 1973, tna n in ia tar announcad 

that a t tha and of thm tarm of o f f i c a of tha 

aopointad SAIC mambara, mr\ ' a l a c t i o n ' would ba 

hald to vote in 1S now mambara} tha remaining 

IS mambara would ba appolntad* Tha a l a c t i o n 

would not ba hald on tha bas i s of a votara 

r o l l , but through ' a l a c t o r a l co l lagaa* 

compriaad of mambara of Indian l o c a l author i t iaa 

l o c a l a f f a l r a , managamant and conaul tat lva 

committaaa* A numbar of groupa axpraaamd t h a l r 

i n t a n t i o n to boycott thaaa s o - c o l l e d a l a c t i o n a , 

inc luding tha Indian fianegoment Commlttaa of 

Lanasia and tha Natal Indian Congraaa* 

An Electoral Act for Indiana waa paaaad 

by tha all—white parliament during tha couram 

of 1977, which mada i t compulaory for a l l 

Indiana ovar tha aga of 16 to ragiatar aa 

votara* Thia waa wldaly intarpratad aa a 

praluda to tha inauguration of a wholly 

alactad SAIC* During Octobar 1977 te lko wara 

hald batwaan NIC and Tranavaal Action Commlttaa 

laadara, who agraad to co-ordinate t h a l r 

a f for ta in oppoaing tha whola notion of a 

apec i T i c e l l y _I_ndIan c o u n c i l , wHather alactad 

or n o t . 

1976 aaw tha anactmant of tha expected 

law providing for an alactmd SAIC* 40 mambara 

would ba e lec ted on a votara r o l l , and a further 

S mambara would ba mppointmdi 3 would bo 

appolntad by tha laadar of tha majority 

party i f i t hald 34 or mora ammta i n tha 

SAIC* i f tha majority party hald 33 or 

fawar aaata , 2 mambara would ba appointed 

by that party , and 1 member by tha oppoalt lon 

party* In addi t ion to t h i a mechenlem, tha 

State Praaldant waa ampowarad to appoint 2 

mambara on tha advica of tbm leader of! tha 

majority oarty. 

I t waa wade c l e a r that tha government had 

formulated th ia ect with thm intended naw 

c o n a t l t u t i o n a l propoaala i n mind, wharaby 

a thrmm-tlar 'parliamentary' ayatam involv ing 

aaparata 'parl iamante' for wftitee, eoloutmda 

and Indiana waa propoeedj afrlcana wara not 

mantionmd in thaaa c o n s t i t u t i o n a l arrangemante* j 

Moat prograaalva antl—government groupa 

and organlaat iona preoumad that progrmeaiva 

Indian organlaationa would natura l ly adopt 

a boycott stance towarda tha propoaad SAIC & 

almctiona* Thle had bean thm coneiatant & 
v 
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pos i t ion of tha Indian Congrats ovsr tha 

y e a n , a t w a l l aa a nuaber of othar Indian 

organieot ionc* Tha lnf luonca of tha black 

consciousness pos i t ion* which had a i a 

p r i n c i p l e plank in i t s progrsaas tha non-

p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n s ta te -o ree ted* e t h n i c e l l y 

aaparata bodies* sccentuoted tha convantional 

pos i t ion of progressiva opposit ion groups — 

n o n - p a r t i c i p a t i o n in and boycott of Bsntustsn 

s d a l n l e t r e t i o n s * Urban Bantu Counci ls* Coloured 

Rapreeentativa Council (CfiC), SAIC and othar 

s im i la r bodies* 

I t was against t h i s background that a 

group of Netel-bassd meabere %na sssocietss 

of the NIC c a l l e d for a raassaesasnt of the 

boycott p r i n c i p l e , end thsraby i n i t i a t e d a 

wide-ranging debate on etrstagy and t a c t i c s 

in contemporary South Af r ican p o l i t i c s * Cerly 

i n Hay 1979 i t waa raveeled that a aer ies of 

aect lnge ware being held between NIC leader -

ship and a younger group of psopls who were 

keen to rssssess the boycott s t ra tegy adopted 

towards the forthcoming SAIC e l e c t i o n * Thia 

a r t i c l e attempts to ou t l ine the varioue 

posi t ions tskan on t h i s issue* I t i e w r i t t e n 

not for the epeo i f lc purpose of recording the 

c o n f l i c t o v e r , p a r t i c i p a t i o n in tha SAIC 

e l e c t i o n * but rather to r s l a e ooao qusstions 

about progressive p r i n c i p l e s , s t ra teg ies and 

t a c t i c s i n South A f r i o a * Tor whi le the 

e p e o i f l c debate about the SAIC e l e c t i o n haa 

bean received* the ieeuee involved r e t a i n a 

general inportance fdr p o l i t i c a l s t ruggle* 

Broadly spssklng* one can I s o l a t e four 

ftejor posit ions on tha SAIC qusstion* Tha 

f i r s t involves the recent ly foraad Osaocrstio 

Par ty* which hae grown out of tha group 

noainated by the governaent to the SAIC* A 

conservat ive group* i t l e prepared to work 

w i t h i n the governaent—created eyetea* snd 

coaproaise in order t o win H a l t e d gsins f o r 

c s r t e i n s t r s t a of the Indian Coaaunity* Thie 

party i s qu i te happy to p a r t i c i p a t e in the 

SAIC* and sees no problea essocistad wi th 

i t e pos i t ion* 

The second aajor grouping is gsthsred round 

the Reform Par ty* cur ren t l y lad by V . S . 

Chinesay* but recent ly joined by 3*N* Roddy 

who i e the atate—appointed cheiraan of the 

SAIC executive committee* This group has 

previously conteeted SAIC e lec t ions* and 

recent ly gained e a e j o r i t y on the SAIC 

executive committee* Tha party was foraad 

froa amongst SAIC asabere in 1977* snd Joined 

tha Inkatha- lsd South Af r ican Block A l l i a n c e 

(SABA) In January 1978. Becked by SABA, the 

Rafora Party w i l l p e r t i c i p e t e i n the SAIC 

e l e c t i o n * 

The t h i r d group has re jected p a r t l c i p o t l o n 

i n the SAIC t o t a l l y * and i e supportsd in 

i t e etenco by e number of black-consciousneee 

organisat ions* I t i e coaprieed p r i a e r l l y of 

the NIC* the ent i -SAIC committee* end the 

S o l i d a r i t y Front* which has i t s roots in ths 

now- dissolved A n t i - C o n s t i t u t i o n a l Proposals 

Coaai t tee (ACPC)* Transvaal* Soae people w i t h i n 

t h i s group have re jec ted p e r t i c i p a t l o n in the 

SAIC purely on p r i n c i p l e * whi le others have 

srgued thst t h e i r boycott poei t ion i s based 

on t a c t i c a l considerat ions* 

The four th group r e j e c t s aparthsld and a l l 

apartheid i n s t i t u t i o n s f and eeee the SAIC 

ae a react ionary i n s t i t u t i o n * However* they 

argued that * i n the current s t a t e of ' Ind ian 

p o l i t i c o ' , there were good t s c t l c e l reasons 

for p a r t i c i p a t i n g In tha SAIC e l e c t i o n s i t h i s 

group suggsstsd thst s t s c t i c a l sdvsntsge 

could bs obtained for enti—epertheid forces 

by contsst ing ths e lec t ions* 

The groupings gathsred around the 

Democratic and Reform Par t lea ere not of 

as jor concern in t h i e a r t i c l e * I t i s re thar 

the t h i r d and fourth poai t iona out l ined above 

t h s t are dlscusssd mn6 consldsrsd below. I t 

auat* howsvsr* be borne i n mind that the 

p r o - p e r t i c i p a t i o n poe i t ion diecuesad below 

haa nothing in coaaon wi th tha pos i t ion of 

ths Rsform snd Democratic P a r t i e s , which also 

favour p a r t i c i p a t i o n in the SAIC* 

Tha pos i t ion of the group which wishsd 

to raaaeeee the boycott p r i n c i p l e revolved 

around 3 basic proposi t ions! 

l ) « thst p s r t i c l p s t i o n i n rssct ionary and/or 

duamy i n s t i t u t i o n s doss not nscsssari ly imply 

sccaptanca of whet thoaa i n e t i t u t l o n e etand 

f o r i 

2 ) * t h a t boycotta of such ' ine t i tu t lono are e 

matter of s t rategy* not aora l p r i n c i p l e } 

3 ) * that i n tha current e i t u e t i o n i n South 

A f r i c a * there are eound s t r s t e g i c reasons 

for progrsssiva forcas to p a r t l o i p a t a in the 

SAIC e l e c t l o n e . 

I n support of t h s i r f i r s t p ropos i t ion , i e 

t h e t p s r t i c i p e t i o n in en i n s t i t u t i o n does not 

slways imply acceptence of the functiona of 

that i n s t i t u t i o n * tha p r o - p e r t i c i p e t i o n i a t e 

ou t l ined e nuabar of lnetancee where 

progreaaive and even rsvolut lonary forcss 

hsd p s r t i c i p s t e d i n uselees bodlss for 

t s c t i c s l ga in * 

For exaaple, a f t e r the f a i l u r e of the 1905 

r e v o l u t i o n in Russia* tha m i l i t a n t Socia l 

Dsaocrst ic Party (which under the leedership 

Of Lenin took e t e t e power i n 1917) p e r t l c l p e t e d 
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i n t h a p o w a r l a e e Ou*aa (shaa p a r l i a m e n t s ) . I t 

was srgusd a t t h a t i e s t h a t b o y c o t t i n g t h a 

Dum«» would d l a t a n c a t h a P a r t y f r o a t h a p e o p l e * 

l a a d i n g t o t h a i s o l a t i o n of l a a d a r a h i p f r o a 

t h a easaoe* 

S i a i l a r a o r t a o f o c c u r r a n c a a were r o f e r r s d 

t o by t h a p r o - p a r t i c i p a t i o n g r o u p , drawn f r o * 

t h a h i s t o r y of p o l i t i c a l s t r u g g l e i n I n d i a * 

G e r a a n y , wee ts rn Curopa and 2 e a b i e , I n South 

A f r i c a i t a e l f * eaabara of tha 4 t h a n l e g e l 

C o a a u n l a t P a r t y (CPSA) p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e 

a l u o s t s x c l u a l v e l y w h l t a - e l o c t e d P a r l i a a a n t -

a t t h a t t l a e , c e r t a i n ' q u a l i f i e d * Cepe A f r i c a n 

a a l a a and ' c o l o u r a d a ' Mara p e r a i t t a d t o v o t a 

i n P a r l i a m e n t a r y e l e c t i o n s * Accord ing t o a 

docuaant i s s u a d by t h a p r o ~ r a a a a a e s « e n t g r o u p , 

t h a CPSA i n t h a 1940a 

"put up c a n d i d a t e s i n D u r b a n , Johsnnseburg . 
„ and Caps Town f o r t h a C i t y C o u n c i l 

• l e c t i o n s . I n 1948 i t had ona of i t s 
n a a b e r e a l e c t a d i n t h a Capa sfaetarn s e a t 
(on a n A f r i c a n Communal r o l l ) * T h i s Capa 
• l e e t s r n s e a t use t h a r e a f t a r won by such 
p e o p l e as B r i a n B u n t i n g , Ray A lexonder 
and f i n a l l y by Lea Warden* L i t tferdan wee 
a aaabar of t h a Congreea of 0 e * o c r a t a 
w h i c h . * . . w a a p a r t o f t h a Congress A l l i a n c e * 
I t wee w i t h t h « p a » i e s i o n of t h a Congraea 
A l l i a n c e t h a t Lee Warden took h i s a e a t 
i n P e r l i s a a n t ea a r s p r e s o n t e t i v s of t h a 
Cage i i feetsrn A f r i c a n s * 

Tha pro* - reaeeeeaaent group a r g u e d , s s c o n d l y * 

t h a t p o l i t i c a l b o y c o t t e a r e e e t r e t e g i c uaapon* * 

t o ba u t i l i a a d end i a p l a e a n t s d whare t h a r e i a 

some g a i n f o r t h e oppreaaed and dominated 

c l a s s e s . Thay r s j e c t a d t h a a u g g a s t i o n t h a t 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n r e a c t i o n a r y bodlaa undar a l l 

c l r c u m a t a n c e s end s i t u a t i o n s i a wrong. 

S p e c i f i c a l l y , thay f a i t t h a t b o y c o t t or 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n waa an i s s u a t o be dt+cidsd 

i n t s r a s o f t h a t a c t i c s and s t r a t e Q l e a o f 

p o l i t i c a l s t r u g g l s * and not by a r i g i d . 

i n f l e x i b l e m o r a l i t y wh ich is>pl iad t h a t i t 

i s f i a p u r a * o r • u n p r i n c i p l s d * t o p a r t i c i p a t e 

i n s t s t a - c r a a t a d i n a t i t u t i o n a * Tha group t h a n 

want on t o e x p l a i n why thay b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e 

o b j e c t i v e p o s i t i o n o f t h a I n d i a n community 

and l t a r e l a t i o n s h i p t o p o l i t i c a l a t r u g g l e 

auggaated t h a t eometh ing c o u l d be won by 

c o n t e e t i n g t h a 5AIC e l s c t i o n a . They agraed t h a t 

when t h e NIC d e c i d e d t o b o y c o t t t h a SAIC i n 

1 9 7 1 , t h a r a ware aound raaaona f o r l t a s t a n c e . 

Howaver , i n t h a i n t e r v e n i n g y a a r e , t h e 

r e t e n t i o n of e p r i n c i p l e d b o y c o t t had l e d 

t o a g rowing e e p a r a t l o n batwaan p r o g r a a a l v e 

I n d i a n l a a d a r a h i p and t h a M a j o r i t y o f t h a 

I n d i a n community . The N IC* i t waa a r g u e d , had 

n o t grown d u r i n g t h e p a a t few y e a r a , nor had 

i t managed t o c r e a t e a M a e b a a * and f o l l o w i n g , 

Tha e f f e c t o f t h a b o y c o t t p o l i c y lad t o a s m a l l , 

waakensd body of p r o g r e s s i v s I n d i a n s . 

Thay auggaated t h a t t h a process o f 

c o n t a a t i n g t h a SAIC e l s c t i o n a c o u l d f a c i l i t a t e 

t h a b u i l d i n g of a p o w e r f u l o r g a n i s a t i o n * w i t h 

g r a a a r o o t s community auppor t and p a r t i c i p a t i o n * 1 

The e l e c t i o n campaign would a l a o a l l o w c e r t a i n 

i d e a e * programmes and p o l l c l e a t o be put 

f o r w a r d which would o t h e r w i a e be d i f f i c u l t i n 

t h a r e p r e s s i v e aouth A f r i c s n c o n t s x t * 

Tha r s a s s s s s m # n t / p r o — p a r t i c i p a t i o n p o s i t i o n 

can a c c o r d i n g l y ba suamar laed i n t h a f o l l o w i n g 

meyi 

• p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e SAIC e l e c t i o n doaa n o t 
n a c a a a a r i l y i m p l y accep tence o f t h a bodyf 

• b o y c o t t i a a e t r a t e g y , n o t a mora l p r i n c i p l e s 

• p a r t i c i p a t i o n can a a a l a t i n t h a b u i l d i n g o f 
a maea o r l a n t e d , p o p u l a r l y based o r g s n l s a t i o n i 

• t h a b o y c o t t p o l i c y hoe l e d t o a d l s t s n c e 
emerging between p r o g r e e a l v e NIC l a a d a r a h i p 
and t h a I n d i a n u e s t * | 

• p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h a M I C * i v e e a c e r t a i n 
d e g r e e of p r o t e c t i o n f r o a s t s t e r e p r e s s i o n 
i n t h a development and e p r e a d i n g of p o l i t i c a l 
p o l i c i e s , progrsamea and i d e a e t 

• b e c a u s e o f l a c k o f o r g a n i a a t l o n and 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n d i r e c t s d a c t i v i t y * t h a 
conaciouaneee of t h a I n d i a n msaiss l a l o w . 
An e l e c t i o n campaign r u n by p r o g r e e a l v e 
s lamante can go soma way t o r a i e l n g aaaa 
p o l i t i c a l consc iousness* 

Tha reaponsss of t h o a e who argued t h a t 

t h a b o y c o t t p o s i t i o n - a s t h a c o r r e c t ona can 

b e c o n v a n i e n t l y d i v i d e d i n t a two main a r a a a i 

1 ) , t h a t b o y o o t t i a a m o K l p r i n c i p l e navar 

t o ba broken or a e a e e e e d | 

2 ) * t h a t boycot t o f t h e SAIC l e t h a c o r r e c t 

s t r a t a Q y e t p r e a a n t , Tf t ia p o s i t i o n d i f f a r e 

f r o a t h e above i n t h a t i t mcceptc t h a t 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n r a a c t i o n a r y e t r u c t u r e a 

say ba e c o r r e c t t a c t i c i n c e r t a i n 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s * 

V i c e - p r e s i d e n t o f t h a N IC* and cha i rman o f 

t h a N a t a l - t o e e d a n t i - S A I C e e a a U t t e m * R*>3* 

N a i d o o , reeeronded t o t h e reesaeeemant 

i n i t i a t i v e i n t h a f o l l o w i n g way ( r e p o r t 

f r o a G r a p h i c navapaper* 1 * 0 6 * 7 9 ) i 

"Any p a r t i c i p a t i o n by membere o f t h e M e t a l 

I n d i a n Congraea or t h a l r e y m p a t h l e e r a i n t h a 

f o r t h c o m i n g SAIC a l e c t i o n a could cauae 

i r r e p a r a b l e h a r e and aabarraaamant t a t h a 

euetminad o v a r a a e a campaign a g a l n a t South 

A f r i c a . . . . * I n e e t e t o a e n t * . * * J 1 r * Nwldoo 

p leadad w i t h mambara of Congras i t o t h i n k 

a g a i n and a v o i d a a p l l t mnd waramd t h a t Mtsy 

a t t a m p t t a o p t f o r thm a l m c t i o n a would ba 

M M by a n t l * a p a r t h e l d campalgnars ovmrseee ae 

w o r k i n g w i t h i n t h a a p a r t h a i d system and c o u l d 

d e l i v e r a body blow ' t o our e x i l e d l a a d e r a 

campaigning o v a r s e e e * * * * * * * * I cannot concede 

t h s t t h a g n t i t l a a a n t o f I n d i a n s t o e l e c t en 
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Indian Council or Per l ieeont i a r e a l l y such a 

laudable diepensetion aa to hoodwink tha 

oppraaaad paoplaa of South Af r ica in to 

be l i ev ing that i t i a anything but a f r a u d . * . . 

Nor do I concede that i t i a necoeeory f o r 

r a d i c a l - t h i n k i n g dasocrata to captura tha SAIC * 

i n order to dany tha Covernaent tha argument 

t h a t Indiana ara p a r t i c i p a t i n g in i t a eyetea 

of government', 

flr, Naidoo yant on to aay that tha NIC wee 

unequivocally oppoaad to p a r t i c i p a t i o n in tha 

forthcoaing SAIC a lact iona bacauaa i t raruaad 

to neke fa laa proaleee to tha paopia during 

tha a lac t ion campaign*..and oparata tha 

aparthaid ayataai and tha efrtrencheent of Black 

poverty and s u f f e r i n g , , . . . , 

•The NIC r a a d i l y conoadaa t h a t tha protagonlata 

of p a r t i c i p a t i o n intand p a r t i c i p a t i o n wi th 

r e j e c t i o n , and t o th ia and w i l l aocapt t h a i r 

bona f i d a a . I t i a aaaant la l to know what 

campaign proalaaa w i l l ba aede, what tha 

aan i fes to w i l l contain and what tha ul t imata 

purpoaa of p a r t i c i p a t i o n i e . I f thara la going 

to ba a da»and for ona aen ona vote for a l l 

paopia including A f r i cene , Colourada and Indiana 

i f thara i a going to ba a deaand for a un i tary 

s tate baaad on recognised democratic p r l n c i p l e e , 

i f there i e going to be a deeand for tha 

ra leaae of p o l i t i c a l i M d e r e i n priaon and 

under r e e t r i c t i o n ordera and i f there i a going 

t o be a deoand for the repeal of d l e c r l a l n a t o r y 

and repreaaive l e g i a l a t l o n than i t suet be aade 

c l e a r that t h i e l e the pol icy of tha group end 

they auet alao M k e i t c lear how they intend 

to oarry out t h e i r aendate once they enter 

tha Indien Council or Char ter *" * Varioua 

other arguaente in favour of boycott , „ 

and o r i t l c i e a e of the p a r t i c i p a t i o n p o a i t i o n | 

ware canvaaaed in tha preaa and at publ ic 

eeot lngc. Soae of the areaa dea l t wi th by 

thoee oppoaad to p a r t i c i p e t i o n were aa 

fo l lowai 

1 ) . Boycott! p r i n c i p l e or strataoy? 

I t waa auggaatad that i t waa over-pregaot lc to 

argue thet boycott of s ta te -c rea ted i n a t i t u t i o n a 

waa nothing aore than a f l e x i b l e t a c t i c , to be 

i n a t i t u t a d or ignored according to tha p o l i t i c a l 

c l l a a t a or the d i r e c t i o n taken by a p o l i t i c a l 

organisat ion, Thie Impl ied that * a t least i n 

South Afr ica where e t a t e and para -s ta te 

i n a t i t u t i o n a ara not aubject to an e l e c t i v e 

p r i n c i p l e baaad on univereal euffrage» i t l e 

important t o accept the general idea of boycott 

and n o n - p a r t i c i p a t i o n . However* eoae people i n 

fevour of boycott euggeated t h a t i t wee a lee 

important to aceapt that i n very epec i f i c 

clrcuaatanoee there aay be an advantage to 

be gained for the oppreaaed by p a r t i c i p e t i n g 

i n a s ta te -c rea ted at ructure in order t o 

achieve epec i f i c o b j e c t i v e s . For t h i a group, 

the queation over the SAIC e l e c t i o n becaae 

whether thera were good enough raaaona to 

dev le te f roa the general a t ra tagy of non-

p a r t i c i p a t i o n and boycott - and they enewered 

tha queation negat ive ly * 

2 ) . O lac lp l inp of candidates contest ing the 

I t wee ergued t h a t i f the p a r t i c i p a t i o n group 

went chood. one of the problems they would face 

would be how to enaura t h a t t h a i r group of 

candidate ! submitted to group or party d i a c i p l i n e 

both during the e lec t ion coapeign, and subsequent 

t o being e l e c t e d . The p o s s i b i l i t y of running 

f o r SAIC wi th ant l^epar the ld support could 

e t t r e c t opportunlata who did not accept or 

f u l l y understand the arguments for p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 

This could leed t o thea making e lec t ion 

promisee i n an a t teapt to enaura a lac t ion which 

could not be f u l f i l l e d , or which ran counter 

to the prograaae of tha group) i t could also 

c rea te confuaion onco e lected to SAIC in torae 

of vot ing pet terna on issues, etateaente and 

epeechaa aade t e t c . 

3 ) . Ceapeicn proa lsaa . 

Related to the above c r i t i c i s a *a» tha guaatlon 

of a lac t ion caapaign promises. While i t waa 

understood thet e mejor plenk in the pro* 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n caapaign would ba one of 

a in laun daaands over leeuae l i k e one aan one 

vo te , re laaae of p o l i t i c a l pr isonars , e t c . , 

aoae nonetheleee feared t h e t the overage voter 

a i g h t e t i l l expect t h a t t h a candidate waa 

undarteklng to iaprove or fur ther the 

coaMunity'a iaaad la ta neede (houeing, ro«do f 

f e c i l i t i a a e t o ) . I f t h i e happened, expectat ion* 

saongat voters would be r e i e e d f and i f thoee 

expectatione were not a c t , a proceee of *pethy v 

d i a i l l u e i o n a e n t and r e j e c t i o n of thoee who etood 

for o f f l o a a ight aet i n . They could beooaa 

aaaociatad in the olnde of the votere wi th 

opportunlete who ran for SAIC for conalderet ione 

of p r e s t i g e , personal g a i n , or t o f u r t h e * the 

i n t e r e s t s of the weelthy Indien treding Glass 

o n l y , 

4 ) . The a b i l i t y to succeed in the e l e c t i o n 

campalQn. 

I t wee of great iaportance whether the pro -

p a r t i c i p a t i o n group could ac tue l l y win the 

e l e c t i o n t defeet ing the Refora Perty becked 

by the South Af r icen Slack A l l i ance (SABA), 

Tha queetion wee raiaed by tha boycott gtoup 

whether s u f f i c i e n t raeourcee could be gathered 

to run a h i g h - p r o f i l e , e f f e c t i v e e l e c t i o n . 

campaign in a l l conat i tuanciee , night the. 
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• t a t a not i n t a r f a r s to * *»par t h a i r campaign 

and cover t ly support t h a t of othar candldstss , 

Thara was conctrn ralamd about tha mffacta of 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n tha a i a c t i o n , and looaing 

to anothar p o l i t i c a l p a r t y . 

5 ) , Tha 'black middla c laaa 1 s t ra taov . 

I t was notad t h a t tha SAlc f i t t a d i n t o a widar 

a t a t a atratagy r a l a t a d to tha c o n a t i t u t i o n a l 

proposals, and tha attampt to c raa ta a black 

'middla c laaa* wi th a vaatad l n t a r a a t in aociaty 

much aa i t cu r ran t l y i s * Tha a t ra tagy sssms on 

tha ona hand to craata a r s l a t i v a l y p r i v i l a g s d 

a f r i c a n ' labour a r i a t o c r a c y ' i n tha urban araaa* 

and on tha othar hand to gradual ly invo lva 

'coloursd* and ' I n d i a n * tsadarahip in dsc is ion-

making (but to axcluda tha maaa of calourad and 

Indian workara) . Tha SAIC sssma to ba a a t a t a -

choaan vahlc la for ona par t of t h i a a t ra tagy v 

while Koornhof'a r e g i o r * \ counc i la , community 

counci ls , tfiahahn and R iakar t proposals form 

anothar aapsct* tfhila «oat prograaaiva forcaa 

ara c r i t i c a l of tfiahahn and R t a k a r t , and whila 

moat urban a f r i c a n lasdstship r a j a c t a Koornhof'a 

committaaa, i t wight ba d i f f i c u l t to axpla in 

why prograaaiva aactlona of Indian laadsrahip 

a r a adopting a d i f f a r a n t p o s i t i o n , i a tha 

u t i l i s a t i o n of tha s t r u c t u r e s , ra thar than 

t h a l r t o t a l r s j a c t i o n , Thia oould asrve to 

randar d i f f i c u l t any a l l i a n e a batwaan 

prograaaiva Indian groups, and othar i n t e r e s t s * 

A la rga number of tha object ions ra iaad 

to tha p r o - p a r t i c i p a t i o n poa l t ion ravolvad 

around tha p r a c t i c a l dyn««ica and d i f f i c u l t i e s 

involvad i n a c t u a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n SAIC 

funct ions , buainaaa and meetings, aa oppoaad 

to p a r t i c i p a t i n g in tha a lact lona thsmsalvee* 

I t was p a r t i a l l y in reaponea to thaaa 

c r i t i c i s m s that tha pro^psr t ic ips t ion group 

propoaad a 'compcomiss a t r a t a g y 1 , whereby 

tnay form a p o l i t i c a l organiaat ion to contaat 

tha e l e c t i o n a , but boycott tha Actual buainaaa 

of tha SAIC i t s e l f * I t waa suggasted that thasa 

'boycott candidataa* could f a c i l i t a t e tha 

raia-Ing of maaa conaciouanaaav tha bu i ld ing 

of a atrongar organiaat ion w i t h cloaa l inka 

wi th tha community, keap co l labora tors out 

of ' l a a d a r s h i p ' posi t ions on SAlc, whl ls 

not having to a c t u a l l y taka up a ssat on 

tha counc i l * 

Tha d f t ia ta , however* waa not confinad t o 
1 Indian p o l i t i c s * * 8acauaa of i t a gansrsl 

importance* a la rga numbar of groups and 

organiaationa intarvanad in ona way or 

anothar* Cataha B u t h a l e x i , ch la f mlnietar of 

tha Kwa Zulu bantuetan, warnad that tha a n t l -

Indian Council campaign was almwd not only at 

tha SAIC, but also against "our South Af r ican 

Black A l l i a n e a , a t Inkathe and at thoss members 

of our Indian and Coiourad communities who 

o f f a r out t h a i r hand of f r i s n d s o i p * . Suthe lez i 

a lao warnad that i f tha boycott campaign of tha 

ant l -SAIC groups waa succassful , i t would imply 

that co-oparat ion wi th othar blacka waa baing 

r a j a c t a d by/ Ind ians , and v i o l a t e s endorsed* 

un tha othar nana, various groupa p a r t i a l l y 

or wholly sssocistsd w i t h tha ideology of black 

conaciouanaaa, ra jac tad involvamant in tha SAIC 

t o t a l l y * Tha S o l i d a r i t y F r o n t , a p r i m a r i l y 

lanaeia-baead group which includaa AZAPO 

praaidant Cur t ia Nkondo, waa foraad in mid-

Auguat wi th tha expraes i n t a n t i o n of opposing 

any p a r t i c i p a t i o n in tha SAIC a l e c t i o n s , Nthato 

not lana of tha Souato C iv ic Aaaociation 

(ax Committaa of T a n ) , apaaking * t a maatlng 

c a l l a d by tha Lsnaaia Paoplaa Candidataa group, 

opposad tha idaa of blacka working w i t h i n I 

government-created i n s t i t u t i o n s * 

"whatever concaaaiona biack paopla hava 
gainad cama aa a r a a u l t of a c t i v i t i a a 
outaida tha r id iou loua Governaant^oraatad 
i n e t i t u t l o n e * You c a n ' t quota ma a ainglm 
axampla of mn achievement by paopla working 
w i t h i n thaaa i n e t i t u t i o n a f ' ' 

ha to ld tha 750 paopla praaant a t tha seat ing* 

Laadar of tha Paoplaa Candidataa group,. Or* 

Raahid S a l o j a a , andoraad flotlana'e p o s i t i o n , 

adding that hia group, which dominated tha 

l snaa ia Hanagamant Commlttam u n t i l i t withdraw, 

would not p a r t l c i p a t a in tha SAIC a lac t lona* 

In tarma of i t s gansrsl p o l i c y , tha South 

Af r ican Council on Sport (SAC05) mada I t c laar 

that i t ra jac tad p a r t i c i p a t i o n I n any govern— 

mant craatad l n a t l t u t i o n a , Including SAIC, CRC, 

8sntustsn administ ra t ions* a t e , Tha posit ions 

of CKC member Norman PUddleton who l a alao 

praaidant of tha SACQS-aff i l latad South 

A f r i c a n Soccar Federat ion (SASF), and 

Gataha Buthelezl who i a patron of tha SASF, 

hava baan conaldarmd a t SACOS maatlngai m 

racant apaach by SACOS praaidant Haassn Howa 

mada I t c laar that unlaaa Riddlaton anq 

Butha laz i wero ramoved f r o * ths Fsdarmtion, 

or raalgnad t h a i * p o a l t i o n * in government-

c n a t e d bodiaa, tha SASf facmd permanent 

axpulaion from SACOS. Thara ara Ind ica t ions 

that soma of tha pro—part ic ipat ion group In 

N a t a l wars l inkad to SACOS, which must hava 

mada t h a i r p o a l t i o n d i f f i c u l t and aoastlmaa 

contrad ic tory* 

Thara waa c l a a r l y ra thar l l m i t s d ground 

for dabata batwaan thoaa who rajactad 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n in SAIC on tha grounda of 

moral i ty and p r l n c i p l a on ly , and thoaa who 

arguad for p a r t i c i p a t i o n on tha baala of 

t a c t i c * . Tha moat i n t s r a a t i n g and productive 

dabata taode* to tamo placm b » u a m thejmwj who 



agreea that the question wss on* of t a c t i c * , 

but Oioagrepd over which l i n s wos the Wore 

advantageous t o iapjeaent in the current 

s i t u a t i o n . At aent ianad. i t was p a r t i a l l y at 

• response t o t h i s i n t e r a c t i o n that ths 

reaeeoseaent group propoeed tha idaa of 

'boycott candidates* contsst ing tha SAIC 

a l a c t i o n a t but boycott ing tha body i t a a l f * 

At tha n i l t i » a f tha p r o - p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

group indicated t h a t thay vara unhappy about 

contaat ing tha o loct ione uniaaa thay obtainad 

agreeaent on t h a i r revised atratagy f r o * NIC 

laadarahip aa w a l l aa othar groups. Thay f a i t 

that to go ahaad without tha backing of auch 

groupa both s p l i t tha Indian l a f t t and al lowed 

for tha p o a a l b i l l t y of dafaat i n tha a lac t iona 

because of lack of s o l i d a r i t y and aupport on 

tha l a f t • 

I t was preeuaebly w i t h i n th la context t h e t * 

a t tha and of September, paopla proaiinant in 

tha pro-raasaasaaant group isauad a e ta tseent 

aimed at raa ta r ing un i ty* Signad by Yunua 

ftohaaaed, Kr ieh Covsndar and Previn Gordhan, 

tha statement aald t h a t . 

**Aftar dua conaldarat lon wa f i r e l y be l i eve 
t h a t tha SAIC a lac t iona should bs boycottad 
and i n t h l a ragard wa commit oursalvas to 
tha NIC programme... , .Tha Indian coaaunity 
i s balng aubjactad to d i v i s i v a aanoeuvreo 
by tha a t a t a to fur thar aaparata tha 
community f ro» tha othar Black coaauni t iss , 
to d l v a r t i t f roa p a r t i c i p a t i o n in tha 
nat iona l deaoeret ic s t ruggla and to 

aa tab l l ah aa spokesmen of tha community 
e lseente auch aa tha fiafora and Deaoeretic 
par t i aa who would fo l low c loaaly a t a t a 
p o l i c i e s * 
I n view of t h i a onslaught i t l a l a p a r e t i v e 
that a l l progreaeivec un i ta undar tha 
banner of tha NIC* Wa conwit ouraalvat t o 
working towarda t h i a Object ive* 
We ara g r a t a f u l t o ou* prasldsnt* flr* 
Gsorga Sewparasdh whoae open, honaat and 
mature approach haa Contributad 
traaandoualy to tha reso lu t ion of tha 

page 6 

d i f farancaa w i t h i n the NIC and wa pladga 
our aupport t o hia laadarahip* 

Thia new-found uni ty batwaan a l l groups oppoaad 

to tha SAIC waa dua to hava found axprssaion 

at an antl -SAIC oonvantion in Ourban i n a i d -

October. Soao 200 dslagataa and observers 

raprasanting 29 o r g a n i s a t i o n * including NIC, 

A2AP0. SAC05 and COSAS gathered to launch a 

ceapaign of a c t i v a boyoott againat tha SAIC 

e l e c t i o n * , dua to bs hold in ftarch 198Q. 

houavar, tha convantion waa poatponad whan a 

la rga group of blacka - eoae a l l eged ly meabera 

of B u t h e l e i i f e Inkatha aovoaont, although 

Inkatha haa danlad r a a p o n a i b i l i t y * te t rad 

and faatharad a repraaenta t ive of tha 

Tranevael-beaed S o l i d a r i t y f r o n t , Rptlena 

waa dua to hava spokan at th ia convantion. 

but waa unabla to a t t e n d . Tha paraon terred 

and faatharad waa aietekon by tha a t t e t k o r e 

for Hot lens , who waa t h a i r t a r g e t . 

Tha basis of tha groupa at tack ae%me to 

hava baan 

a ) * that Hotlana should d i r e c t h ia e f f o r t s 

a t laadarahip towarda a f r i cana in Natal 

bsfora spaaklng t o Indiana* and 

b ) * that i f Indiana conaidarad theaselves 

to ba b lacks, thay ahould j o i n tha SABA lad 

by B u t h s l e z i , and Incorporat ing Inkatha . tha 

Coloured Labour P e r t y , and tha Indian ftofora 

P a r t y * 

Tha iaaue of whether progressive deaocrete 

should p a r t i c i p a t e i n the SAIC e l e c t i o n i a now 

rsso lved . Agreeaent haa been reached t o launch 

an a c t i v a boycott caapaign aaongat tha Indian 

e l e c t o r a t e * A le rge nuaber of iapor tent 

Questions have been r a i a e d , dea l ing wi th iaauaa 

of atratagy and t a c t i c a in the South Af r ican 

a t ruggle* Soae of thaaa queetions ramain 

unanswered, dsapi ta tha currant un i ty around 

the boycott of the SAIC. The aost iapor tent 

point reaeinei i a i t ever l e g i t i a e t e for 

oppraasad groupa to p a r t i c i p a t e i n structures 

crsated by the oppressors in ordar to win e 

t a c t i c a l advantage in the struggle? And i f 

the anawer i a p o s i t i v e * In what oircuastancoa 

i a I t correct to p a r t i c i p a t e , and when la 

boycott the weapon of the maeeee? The wey 

i n which theee queetiona are diecueeed t 

and tha anawara formulated* w i l l have en 

important bearing on future p o l i t i c e l 

a t ruggle i n South A f r i c a * 

frlann Hoes. 


