BUS BOYCOTTS

EZAKHENI® 20 D00 houses, some 20 km away
from Ladysmith in northern Natsl = this is
whare many of the workers of Ladyemith
industrisl sres live = running water, but no
electricity = one high school and one
technical school = two clinics. Ezskbheni iws
in KwaZulu:. It is & relocation township, the
inhabitants (those who have joba) ame
commutara.

They have had no cholce as to where
thay are allowed to live.

It is not the worat Falocation settlemant.
Other names immedistely come to mind = for
example, in the seme area are thoge of Lime=
hill, Mondlo, Nondwenl, Meinga, Ekuvukeni,
and many others, It is still so bed that it
is seaid that the Madadeni Mantal Hospital
(outaide the 'white' town of Newcasstle)
deals with the increase of cases from
Ezekhani, Rental breskdowh alsoc character—
ises other relocation arses,

Let us firat take 2 lopk at thae settle=
mant and ita history, for this is whers the
letest in a long serles of bus boycotts
started nﬁ the 10th Septembar; 1979: Then I
will present s chronology of the events of
the pressnt spate of boycotts; and Finaslly
maks somp generasl points shout thid kind
of sctiomn by the working class and the
dynamice involuveds
POPULATION RELOCATION: The hiatory of
Ezskheni may start furthar back in time, and
the changes in the South African economy that
"necessitated' the svents definitely do go
beck Ffurthery; but in 1973 the AP for Kliprivier,

the district within which Ladysmith falls, took
up the cess of "black spots' in the sares. He
l8d a delegation of farmecs from Bergville,
Elandelasgte,; Besters and Ladyssith to
Raubenheaimer, the Deputy Minlster of Bantu
Administretion and Development (BAD).

This delegation was to complain sbout
"tardiness in removing black spots':. "Black
spots’ are areas of freshold tenure (African
owned farme, in the sain) within "whitye®
South Africa. Thess areass do not conform
within ths overall scheme of the state For
ssparation and division, Some of theasg
"black spota' had and have bean In African
hands Tor many decades.

The farmers in the delagetion were maid
to be concarned about overcrowding, overstock-
ing and soll srosion. Mors accurately, thay
weres concerned because thess Fectors were
oourring in the predominantly white ocwned
farming areas. The delegation was told that
a "priority rating® For relocetlion had not
yet been worked out.

In Jenuary, 1974, an ad hoc committaes

"was Tormed by Val Volker, tha PP for the ares.

It consisted of representatives of fTarming,
commerce snd industry. This cosmsittes
compiled a priority list, with the Rooghoom
ares hesding the list.

Roosboom was an Africen—owned Fats - &
"Black spot' in the eyes of the drawerg of
maps in the officea of BAD. The ficst farm
here had bean Soughé fa 1210 avd exbtended
through further purchases until ikt covered
2 000 ha, The reasidents of Roosboom had besn
Fighting eviction orders since the passing of
the 1936 Native Trust and Lend Act. White
farmers in 1974 added another resson tao
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sgricultural complaints for the celocation
of the lnhsbitants = "becausa it is harming
South Africa's image in the eyss of touriste
and is providing a "golden opportunity to
hoetile overseas Journalists'"™.

The concsrn with what overssas Journal-
ists would think was due to the locaetion of
the Roosboom farm = right next to the maln

road to the cosat from the Reef; betwessn
Ladysmith and Colenso. Even the excuses,
never sind the real reasons,; stank.

At that time bus farss betwsen Roosboom
end Ladysmith cost 30c return and 75c for
wonkly tickets. The BIHEL Invastment

Corporation (BIC, now Corporation for
Economic Development, CED, about whom more
later) bus gervice batween Ezakheni and
Ladysmith charged 48c for = return ticket.

As with other removals of people from
'plack spota' only landowners with mors than
20 morgen are entitled to compensation of
replacesent esgricultural lend. All others
= those with leas than 20 mergen and those
who do not sctuslly own land but live as
tenants - are ssttled in "clossr settiementas’
or townships such ss Ezakheni whers land is
gveilable only for residential purpossa.

The movement of Roosboom paople to
Ezakhenl started in Wovember, 1975, and
ultimately 10 000 people had to be relocated
foom Roosboom alone. It was & forced removel.

fut befors that, in mig=-1974, the people
From Usbulwans {between 400 ang 700 Familiss)
had been moved, The Drakensberg Bantu Affairs
Administration Bosrd (DBRAAB), in charge of
Africens in 'white' arsas, reported that
during May, June and July of that year (1974)
naarly & 000 Africens had been resettled in




Ezakheni. It appears that relocation had not
dapended on the avellabllity of brick housss
but thet pepples wers bainpg moved into ths
spproximately 3 squars setre metal huts that
mark nearly all relocation sites. Theas are
available for soms 3=6 months while the
inhabltants are supposed to bulld thealr ocwn
housas.

By August,; 1977; Afrlcan "sguattezs' at
"Usbulwans spnd N'Tombi were still sn irritation
to whites Tarmers. Femiliea who hed bemn
moved to Exakhenl had started moving back to
thase sress and "now constituted s health
manace® = g devasteting comment on Iifsg In
Ezmkthandl

Earlisr this year (1979) it wes reported
that Tesilies Trom I:ru' Colsnso ares wers aleso
to be moved to Ezskheni. It would sppear
that moat of the people .'I.lﬂ.ng- in Ezakhani
originally came from "black spots', were
lsbour tensnts or "sguattera’ on white-owned
farsa; or from Afcrican townahlps outslds
KwaZulu (I have slressdy said that Ezakheni
is situsted within KwaZulu). This im hot to
say that many of thass people had not besen
in wage smploysent, sither in Ladysmlth or
as migrsnts to thes cities of South Africs.

The policy of "urbanisation of the
homalanda® in affect dates back to the late
19608. What it smsounts to is thes orestion of
townships just within *hossland' borders, from
where the inhsbitaats ars to cossute to thelr
places of work in "whitse' South Africa, Thasa
townshlps have no indepandent resson Tor
sxistence but raly for incoms on industry
slitusted "pcross the border' = snd then most
of this income ia in trun spant ln "white'
South Africa.
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The sxecution of this policy ovocurs
wherever a "homelend" border skirts s "whita®
town or city. For exssple; in the Transveal
Africens from the "white' towns of Nylstroom,
Neboomspruit, Ellisrss, Veslwster, snd Louils
Trichardt are baing relocatad in Steilloop
in Lebows (sew map 2, p70., Sunday Express,
79.07.29). Soms 20 000 Africens ars thought
to ba sffected in this srea. Anothar
sxsmple ls the demolition of the old Harri-=
guith "lacation’ and tha resoval af the
inhsbitants to Nondweni in Matel, but mostly
to Witzieshoek in nearby Basotho Owalws.

Ezakheni would form part of this policy.
It is offered as an sxampls of the townships
whoss inhabitants participeted In the bus
boycotts right across Natal.

THE EVENTS: In Ezakheni the bus fars atood
:?-EE:EE-?E: s weekly tlicket te the industrial
arsa of Ladysmith, and to the domestic
smployment in ths houses and gardens of

the whites of the town.

{The chronology that follows ip limited
to the sxtent that relisnce had to be placed
gn the commercisl press in Durban and
Johenneaburg )

Monday, 10th Septesber (1979): Tha boycott

of Ezakheni Transport started. Only 40 of

tha 9 500 regular passengera betweasn Ezakhani
snd Ladysmith made use of buses after a second
fare hike for 1979 had been snnounced during
-th- pravious waak.

Fares were sald to be incressing by
70, BO and 95c a wesk, and could meen that
a weekly ticket could cost as much g R340
(six=dey wesk).

Most workers got to work by walking,
mlthough soms ware lats and Tirms reported

absentesism of sbout 10%. Some worksrs bought
bicyelas during the boycott, what ls inter=
sating is even at this sarly stege worksrs
rafused the subsidies offered thsms by some
smploysrs = subsidies to cover ths fare hike,

Police could find mo '"intimidators®, but
both I Deshayss PMeCourt, manager of Exskhani
Transport,; and soms employsrs reported
*behind=the=scenss intisidstion® = as svidence
for ths "intimidstion' was offered the worksrs
solidarity in refusing sven the fres trensport
effered by some businesses,

AcCourt claimed that ths incresss,
spproved by the Road Transportation Board
after further subsidisation to mest Tual price
incressss had besn turned down, would not be
droppad in cesponss to the boycott.

Tusadey, 11thy The veguensss of "intimidation'
&8 answsr to ths success of tha boycott
raached nes depths in the commercial press =
and this was only the sscond day! The
boycott was sald to have beesn svan more
succeasaful than the previous day.

It was taking workers 3 hours to walk
the 26 km From Czakhani,

Dunlop Ffactory in Ledysmith declded to
shut down until the boycott ended. This firm
was sspecimlly hard hit ss they worked a
night shift and workers, understandably, did
not turn up for ‘this shift, Other employers
waté roported to be sllowing workera to
sleep on thelr premisss - Llllegal, but asid
to be temporarily mllowed by the local DBAAB.

An Indisn=owned bus service was reported
not to have increased Lts Fares in the
digtrict.

Wednasday, 12thy A mesting was held betwesen
the Cconomic Development Corporation (CED) and
KwaZulu Development Corporation (KDC) - the
CED and KOC are ownars of tha Exakbheni Trane=

port Cospany.= repressentatives of cosmesrce
snd industry and the police- No statesment

was made, but MecCourt sald that fares would
not be reducad.

Thuraday, 13th: Tha KOC owned Mpumalsngs
Transport Compeny snnounced fare increaasss
for Monday, affective on their service
betwsen Fpumalanga (& townahip outside the
Heamarsdals border ||:|-|h'nd Pinetown and New
Carmany (industrial sress from where many of
the worksrg hsd besn relecated in Mpumalanga).
Fpumslangs residents threstensd a boyeott; and
also complained about lsck of syspathy and
involvement from the Kealulu APE,

; During the week & Tire destroysed the
offices of Ezskheni Transport in Ladysmith
causing & reported R100 000 worth of damage,

Police were also said to have started
harassing taxis (officisl and unofficial) and
thoss giving lifts to boycotters. Police
denied this, Riot police were pressnt in the
townahips.,

Elligt Mngedl, mayor of Exzskheni, said '
that the boycotts had followed sppsals from
himaalf to the tranaport compeny to kesp Tares
down, Bnd s subseguant resideants meating in
the community hell, Mngadi said that many of
the residents of Ezekhenli sarned as little am
R8,00 & wesk,

FMonday, 17th: The boycott at Mpumalangms
atarted in rasponse to the announced 50c &
wesk Incresss: It was supported by the
commutera to Hammarsdale, said not to have




besn affected by tha increass.

Worksrs at Marburg, near Port Shepatons
on the Netsl south coest, employed by the
Marburg Manufecturing Company, held & sit=
down strike in swpport of wags desands to
maat & threatsnsd fare incresass sskad for by
the KDC=ownmd companiss in tha district.

Tha PMarburg Menufecturing Company is =
glothing firm: The minimum wege for = worker

in the clothing industey in the ares is sat at

A7,70 s wask. Deyplte this "sinimum’ wags
the case of a womsn worker was repobted who
wes serning R7,00 s week — "Ars Florence
Gumede now has only RZ,25 & week laft to live
on aftdéc she has put sside busfaere,; Tent and
ﬂnun-r tfor pacraffin for her Ppimus stove®,

The fare incrasse, sst for October 1st; would
maan thet she would be lefTt with BO0c = weak.

300 workezs who stormed the Marburg Factory

| after refusing to wyork. Departeent of Labour
officials had serlier warned workers to
raturn bo work or &e Jisalsded.

In Durbesn & westing wes held betwsen the
various affscted groups in the Ladyemith
baycott and It was sald that the Ezakhsnl
Town Councll would call & mesting of consti=
tusnts over the weskend to discuss the lssus.
AP Tor Kliprivier, Veolker, sald that & 500
workers had slready bessn given wage incresses
to "cushion th® bus Fares rise™. A bus window
was ssashed at Ezakheni.

At Mpumalengs workers started uasing the
busss on the lonfear rouytes, but atill walksd
to Hasmarsdale. Thes boycott was sald to be
TOR affective.

}#ﬁuliﬂlf. 18ths Teargas was used sgainst some

H-dﬁ'-ulr. 19thy  Chief I-tih- Buthalezl

warned thst ths boycotta in Natal could gat
out of hand - s metter of grave concecn, no
doubt, becsuss of the KwaZulu government's
indirect finencial involuvemant.

Approximately 17 OO0 passengers would be
affected by fare incresses to come into effect
on September 26 end October 1. This was to
ba on ths routes between Elandskop and Pister-
meritzburg, Ths ascvice, Sizensni Mazulu
Transport, is aleso ownsd by ths WKDC snd CED,

Thuraday, 20thz Putco in Durban sleso spplisd
to the Road Transport Board for incrasses
within Uslezi snd KwaFashu, snd betwesan the
townahips end Durban's industrial sress.

Mondey, 24thg A mesting st Ezskhenl over tha
weskgnd had decided to continue with ths
boycott. Part of the resson was seid to

have besn that ths compsny wes owned by whites
and that the Ffare increases would give them
highar profits. Velker sald in reply that




