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BUS HOY CO ITS 
E2AKHCHI* 20 000 houses, some 20 ke away 

from Ladyamith in northern Nata l - t h i e l a 

whore aany of tha workera of Ledyeaith 

i n d u s t r i a l ataa l i v e - running water , but no 

a l a c t r i c i t y - ona high achool and ona 

tachnica l aohool - two c l i n i c s . Czekheni l a 

in KweZulu. I t l a a re locat ion township, tha 

inhabi tants (thoaa who have Jobs) ara 

commutere. 

Thay hava had no choica aa to where 

thay ara al lowed to l i v a . 

I t i a not tha woret re locat ion set t lement . 

Othar neeee iemediate iy coma to mind - f o r 

oxanpla, i n tha eaao arao 4ra thoaa of Lima-

h i l l , Plondlo, Nondweni, ftolnga, Ekuvukeni, 

and aany othara . I t l a a t i l l so bad t h a t i t 

i a aald t h a t tha nadadani * enta i Hospi ta l 

(outs ide tha ' w h i t s ' town of Newcaatle) 

daala wi th tha incraaaa of caaaa f ron 

Czakhenl* Rental breakdown alao character -

isas othar ra locat ion a r s e * . 

L i t ua f i r a t taka a look at tha s e t t l e ­

ment and i t a h i e t o r y , for t h i s i s vhara tha 

l a t a a t i n a long aar iaa of bua boycotta 

a t a r t a d on tha 10th September, 1979. Than I 

w i l l praaant a chronology of tha eveota of 

tha praaant apata of boycot ts , and f i n a l l y 

aeko soae ganarsl pointa about t h i s kind 

of action* by tha working ci«ae and tha 

dynaalca involved. 

POPULATION RELOCATION: Th« history of 

Ezakheni may s t a r t tu r tha r back i n t l a e , and 

tha changes i n tha South Afr ican economy that 

'necessi ta ted* tha avanta d e f i n i t e l y do go 

back f u r t h e r , but in 1973 tha flP for K l i p r i v i e r , 

tha d l a t r i c t w i t h i n which Ladyamith f a l i e , took 

up the caea of *black spots' i n tha a r te * Ha 

l a d a delegation of farmers f r o * B s r g v i i i e , 

E landalaagto, Gaetera and Ladyasiith to 

ftsubenheiaor, the Oeputy R i n l a t a r of Bantu 

Ada in ie t re t ion and Oevalopaent (BAD). 

Thia delegat ion waa to complain about 

' t a rd inaae in removing black apota'* 'Black 

apota1 ara areas of f reehold tenure (A f r i can 

owned f a n e , i n tha wain) w i th in ' w h i t e ' 

South A f r i c a . Theae araaa do not conform 

w i t h i n tha o v e r a l l echeae of the atate for 

separat ion and d i v i s i o n * Some of theee 

'b lack apota* had and have been in African 

hands f o r aany decades. 

The fa raera i n the delegation ware aald 

t o be concerned about overcrowding, overetock-

ing and a o l l e ros ion . Nora accurate ly , thay 

were concerned beceuaa these rectors were 

ocurr ing i n the prsdoeinsntly white ownad 

fs ra ing erase. The delegation waa t o l d that 

a ' p r i o r i t y r a t i n g ' f o r re locet ion had not 

yet been worked o u t . 

In January, 1974, an ad hoc coamittse 

waa formed by Val Volker , the PIP f o r the ares* 

I t conaiatad of reproaentet ivee of f a r a i n g , 

commerce and industry* This coaai t tse 

compiled a p r i o r i t y l i s t , wi th tha Rooaboom 

arae heading the l i s t . 

Rooabooa was sn Africsn*-owned f a r a — a 

'black apot' i n the eyea of tha drawara of 

mapa in the o f f i c e e of BA0. Tha f i r a t fara 

hare hed been bought i n 1910 end extended 

through f u r t h e r purchaaas u n t i l i t covered 

2 000 ha* The reeidenta of Rooebooa had been 

f i g h t i n g ev ic t ion ordere aince tha peseing of 

the 1936 Native Trust snd Land Act. Wi i te 

fsrmara in 1974 added another reason to 

a g r i c u l t u r a l complainta f o r tha re locat ion 

of the inhabi tants — "beceuae i t i e heraing 

South A f r l c e ' e laege in the eyea of t o u r i e t a 

and i a providing a 'goldan opportunity to 

h o a t i l e overeeaa Journa l i a ta" 1 * 

The concern wi th what overaeaa Journal ­

i a t a would think waa due to the locat ion of 

the Rooeboom farm — r igh t next to the aeln 

road to tha coeet f roa tha Reef, between 

Ladyeaith and Colanao. Even the excueoe, 

never mind the r e e l reaaona, stank. 

At that time bua fe rae between Rooebooa 

and Ladyemith coat 30c re turn and 75c for 

weakly t i c k e t s . Tha Bantu Investment 

Corporetion (BIC, now Corporetion for 

Economic Oavelopaent, C£0, about whoa more 

l a t e r ) bus service batwaan Ezskhsni and 

Ladyaaith charged 48c f o r a return t i c k e t . 

Ae wi th other ramovale of people froa 

'black soots' only landownera wi th acre then 

20 morgan ere e n t i t l e d t o compensation of 

replacement a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d . A l l othara 

* thoae wi th leea than 20 aorgen and thoaa 

who do not ac tua l l y own land but l i v e aa 

tenanta - are a a t t l e d in *c loaer eo t t teaenta ' 

or townehipe auch aa Ezakheni whera land i a 

ava i l ab le only f o r r e a i d e n t i e l purpoaea. 

Tha movamant of Rooaboon peopla to 

Ezakheni a ta r ted in November, 1975, and 

u l t imate ly 10 000 people had to be relocated 

froa Roosboom alone. I t wee a forcad removal. 

But before t h a t , i n mid-1974, tha people 

from Umbulwena (batween 400 snd 700 f e m i l i e e ) 

had been moved. The Orakenabarg Bantu A f f a i r s 

Administrat ion Bosrd (DBAAB), i n charge of 

Afr icans i n 'white* areas , reported that 

during May, June and July of that year (1974) 

naar ly 4 000 Afr icane had been r e e e t t l e d in 



Czakhani. i t appaara that re loca t ion had not 

dapandad t>n tha a v a i l a b i l i t y of brick houaaa 

but t h a t paopla vara baing aovad i n t o t h a 

approxlaataly 3 aquara aa t ra aiotal h u t i that 

•ark naarty a l l ro looat ion a i t a a * Thaaa ara 

a v a i l a b l a f o r aoaa 3-6 aonths whila tha 

inhab i tan ts ara auppoaad to b u i l d t h a i * oun 

houaaa* 
> 

By August, 1977, Afr ican 'aquat ta ts* at 

Uabulwana and N'Toabi vara a t l l l an i r r i t a t i o n 

t o whi ta f a r « a r a . F a a i l i a a who had baan 

•ovad to tzakhani had a t a r t a d moving back t o 

thaaa araaa and "now conat l tu tad a haa1th 

aanaca* • a dsvaatat ing coaaant on U f a i n 

Czakhanll 

C a r l l a r th ia yaar (1979) i t waa r t p o r t a d 

t h a t f a a i l i a a f roa tha Colanao araa vara alao 

to ba aovad t o Ezakhani* I t would appear 

t h a t *oa t of tha paopla l i v i n g in tzakhani 

o r i g i n a l l y caaa froa 'b lack apota ' * wata 

labour tananta or ' aquat ta ra* on whitaM>wnad 

fa raa* or f r o a Afr ican tounahipa outaida 

KvaZulu ( i hava alraady a a l d that Czakhani 

l a a i tua tad w i t h i n KuaZulu). Thia l a hot t o 

aay t h a t a any of thaaa paopla had not baan 

in waga aaployaant* a i t h a r in Ladyaalth or 

aa a lgranta to tha c i t i a a of South A f r i ca * 

Tha pol icy of *urbanlaat ion of tha 

hoaaland* ' i n a f f a c t dataa back to tha l a t a 

1960a. What i t u o u o t i to l a tha oroat lon of 

tawnahip* Juat w i t h i n •hoaaland1 bordara# f roa 

vhara th» i n h a b l t a a t a ara t o oovauta t 0 t h a i r 

placaa of work i n ' w h l t o ' South A f r i c a , Thaaa 

townahipa hava no indapandant raaaon for 

a x i a t a n c * but r a l y f o r inooaa on lnduatry 

a i t u a t a d 'acroaa tha bordar* - and than aoat 

of t h i a incoaa l a in t run apant i n ' w h i t a ' 

South A f r i ca * 
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The execution of th is po l i cy occurs 

wherever e 'hoaelend1 border s k i r t s a < n h l t t t 

town or c i t y * f o r « x » * p l s , i n the Treneveal 

Afr icans froai the 'white* towns of ftylstrooa, 

Mebooaoprult, E l l i a r a a , Vaalwater , end Louis 

Tr lchsrd t are being re loceted i n S te i i loop 

i n Lebowa (sse aep 2f p70. Sunday Expraso. 

7 9 . 0 7 . 2 9 ) . Soae 20 000 Afr icane ere thought 

to be e f fec ted in t h i e eree* Another 

exaaple I s the demolit ion of the o ld H a r r l -

•wi th ' l o c a t i o n ' end the reaoual of the 

inhsbi tsnts to Nondweni in Meta l , but Mostly 

t o Vltzleehosk i n nesrby Oesotho QwsQwe. 

Ezekheni would fo ra per t of t h i e p o l i c y . 

I t i s o f fe red es sn exaaple of the townships 

whoes inhsbi tsnts p s r t i c l p e t s d in the bus 

boycotts r igh t scross ttstsl. 

Tri[ tVEWTSi I n Ezskhsni the bus f e r e stood 

st R2.50 for e weekly t i c k e t to the i n d u s t r i a l 

ores of Lsdysalth, snd to ths domestic 

eaployeent i n ths housse end gsrdene of 

the whites of the town. 

(The chronology that fo l lows i s H a l t e d 

to the extent thet re l i snce hed to be pieced 

on the coaaerole l preee in Durban end 

Johennoeburg) 

flondsy, 10th Septeaber ( 1 9 7 9 ) i Ths boycott 

of Ezekheni Trsnsport s t e r t e d . Only 40 of 

the 9 500 rsguler pssssngsrs bstwean Ezekheni 

end Lsdysaith aade use of buese a f t e r e sacond 

f s r s hike for 1979 hsd bssn announced during 

the previous week. 

Feres ware seid t o be incroesing by 

70, 60 end 9Sc a waek, end could M e n thet 

s wsekly t i c k e t could coet ss aueh eo R3,40 

(s ix -day week) . 

nost workers got to work by t a l k i n g , 

although so** ware l a t a and f i r a e tsportsd 

sbssntaaiaa of about 10* . &oae uorkars bought 

bicyelee during the boycott , etiet l e i n t e r -

eat ing l a even et t h i e ea r ly etaga workere 

refuaad the eubeldias o f fs rsd Uvea by eoaa 

eejployere - eubeldias to cower the f a r e h i k e . 

Pol ice could f i n d no ' i n t i a i d e t o r e * , but 

both J Oesheyoe RcCourt, asneger of Czakheni 

Transportv end soae eaployara reported 

'behind- the-scent* i n t i a i d s t i o n ' - es svldence 

for the ' l n t l a l d e t l o n * wee of fered the workere 

s o l i d a r i t y in refusing even the f ree t ranspor t 

o f fe red by soae buelnoeeee. 

AcCourt c l e l aad that the lncreese t 

approved by the fioed Trensportet ion Board 

e f t e r fu r the r subsldieet ion to Beet f u e l pr ice 

incrsaaee had been turned down, would not be 

dropped i n reeponoe to the boycott* 

Tussdey, 11tht Tha vsguansss of ' l n t l a l d e t l o n 

ae enewer to the euccses of ths boycott 

rsached new depthe i n the coaa>erclal praes -

and t h i e was only tha sacond deyl The 

boycott wes said to have been even aore 

successful than tha previous day. 

I t wss tak ing workere 3 hours to welk 

tha 26 ka f r o * Czakheni . 

Ounlop f a c t o r y in Lsdyealth decided to 

ehut down u n t i l the boycott ended. Thie f i r a ' 

wee especia l ly hard h i t ss they worked e 

n igh t s h i f t and workere, underetendobly, d id 

not tu rn up for t h i e e h i f t . Other eaployere 

ware reported to be sl lowlng worksre to 

slsep on t h p i r preaiese - i l l e g a l , but ssid 

to be taapora r l l y allowed by the loce l 0GAA6. 

An Indian-owned bus service wes reported 

not to hsvs incrsaead i t e fe ree in the 

d i s t r i c t . 

ttednoedey* I 2 t h i A aaet ing wee held between 

the Cconoalo Oavelopaant Corporation (CEO) and 

KwaZulu Oavelopaant Corporation (KOC) - the 

CC0 and KOC are owners of the Ezekheni Trene-

port Coapsny.-> repressntst ivaa of cowerce 

and induetry end the p o l i c e * No statement 

wee aede, but ricCourt eaid t h a t fa res would 

not bs reducsd. 

Thursday, I S t h i Tha KOC owned Hpuealenga 

Transport Coapsny announced f a r e increaaaa 

for flonday, a f f e c t i v e on t h e i r service 

between Hpuaalenge (e townehip outeide tha 

Keeaarsdsls boxder eras)end Pinetown snd New 

Geraeny ( i n d u s t r i s l a r i s t froaj where asny of 

ths workere hed been re loceted in npuaelsngs). 

Rpuaaleng* residents threatened e boycot t , snd 

slso coapleined about lock of syapethy and 

involvenent f roa tha KwaZulu flPe* 

P During tha week a f i r e destroysd tha 

o f f l c s s of tzakhani Trsneport i n Ledyoaith 

causing a rsported MOO 000 worth of deaage. 

Po l ice were eleo seid to heve e t e r t e d 

hereaeing t e x l e ( o f f i c i a l snd u n o f f i c i a l ) snd 

thoss g iv ing l i f t s to boycot tare . Pol ice 

denied t h i e . Riot po l ice were pressnt i n ths 

townships* 

E l l i o t Angsdi. asyor of Ezekheni, said ' 

t h a t the boycotts had fol lowed eppeele f r o a . 

h i a e a l f to tha t ransport coapsny to keep fa raa 

down, end • eubssqusnt rssidents aaet ing i n 

tha coaaunity h a l l , flngadi eeid thet aany of 

tha residents of Ezekheni eernsd ss l i t t l e ae 

RS.00 e week. 

flondsy, 17tht The boycott at Bpuaslanga 

a ta r ted i n raeponee to tha announced SOc e 

week i n c r t a s s . i t wss supportsd by ths 

coe-autsrs to Haaaarsdsle, eeid not to hsve 
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b u n e f fec tad by tha i n c n m . 

Uorkirm at flftrfcurg, M i r Port Shapatana 

on tha Natal aouth c o u t , •mPloy»b by tha 

ff«rburg Hanuf at tuning Company* hald a a i t -

down a t r i k i I n awppart of waga daaianda to 

• a a t a thraatanad fara incraaaa aakad f o r by 

tha KDC-ownid coapanlaa in tha d i s t r i c t . 

Tha Rarburg hanufacturing Coapany l a a 

c loth ing f i r * * Tha e in iaua waga f o r a vorltar 

i n tha c lo th ing industry in tha araa i a aat at 

H7.70 a waak. Datp l ta t h l a *a in iaua* waga 

tha caaa af a woaan workar waa rapostad who 

waa aarnlng R7 f00 a waak - *f lra Floranca 

Cuvada now haa only ft2,2S a waak l a f t to l i v a 

on a f t a r aha haa put aaids buafara, r a n t and 

laonay f a r p a r a f f i n f o r har Paiaua a tova* . 

Tha fara incraaaa , aat f o r Octobar 1at* would 

aaan t h a t aha would ba l a f t wi th 60c a waak, 

r ruaaday t H t h f Taargaa was uaad againat aoaia 

300 workara who atoraad tha Marburg factory 

a f t a r rafualng to work. Dapartaant of Labour 

o f f i c i a l a had a a r l i a r warned workara to 

r a t u r n t o work o r ba d iaa iaaad . 

I n Ourban a M a t i n g waa hald batwaan tha 

v i r i o u i a f fao tad groupa i n tha Ladyaaiith 

boycott and i t waa said t h a t tha Ezakhani 

Town Counoil would c a l l a aaat ing of c o n a t i -

tuanta ovar tha Nakand to diacuaa tha laaua. 

HP f o r K l i p r i v l a r * Volkar , aaid t h a t 6 500 

workara had alraady baan givan waga inoraaaaa 

t o "euahion tha bua f a r a r l a a " , A bua window 

waa aaaahad at Czafchanl. 

At npuaalanga workara a ta r tad uaing tha 

buaaa on tha lonQar routaa , but a t l l l walkad 

to Hamaradala* Tha boycott waa aaid to ba 

70* a f f a c t i v a . 

Uadnaaday, I 9 t h i Chlaf i a t a h a Buthalazi 

* 
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warnad that tha boycotts in Nata l could gat 

out of hand - a a a t t a r of grava concarn* no 

doubt, bacauaa of tha KwaZuXu Qovarnaant'a 

Ind i rec t f i n a n c i a l involvaajant. 

Approxlaataly 17 000 paaaangara would ba 

a f factad by fara incraaaaa to coaa i n t o a f f a c t 

on Saptaabar 26 and Octobar 1 . Thia waa to 

ba on tha routaa batwaan Clandakop and P i a t a r * 

a s r i t z b u r g . Tha aarv ica* Sizananl rtaiulu 

Tranaport , i B a lao ownad by tha KOC and CEO* 

Thuraday t 20 th i Putco i n Ourban alao appl iad 

to tha Road Transport Board f o r inoraasas 

wi th in Ua laz i and Kwaflaahu, and batwaan tha 

townships and Ourbanvs i n d u s t r i a l araaa, 

flonqay, 2 4 t h | A aaat ing at Ezakhani ovar tha 

wasHand had dacidad to continue wi th tha 

boycott* Part of tha raaaon waa said t o 

hava baan that tha coapany waa ownad by whltaa 

and t h a t tha f a r a incraaaaa would glwa thaa 

higher p r o f i t e * Volkar aaid in raply that 


