
3ufoa&* Publications Control 

We reproduce below I O M of the reason* given by the Office of the Directorate 

of Publ icat ions for banning a pamphlet, and a publ icat ion . 

The pamphlet, e n t i t l e d WHAT'S ON IN MODDERDAM dealt with the destruct ion 

of the squatter camp at Modderdam Road, and in view of the massive c r i t i c i s m 

l e v e l l e d at the State for i t s handling of the squatter issue in the Western 

Cape, i t i s in teres t ing to note the to ta l v ind icat ion of those actions by 

the Director of Publ icat ions . 

" 1 . The publication i s issued by the Communities Commission of the UCT. I t 

i s in English and Xnosa, and i s apparently intended for the students at UCT 

who are being subjected to t h i s provocativs type of language; as wel l as 

for the Xhoaa and Coloured squatters who are i l l e g a l l y occupying a s i t e at 

Modderdam. 

2. The pos i t ion at Modderdam i s a d e l i c a t e one, with the author i t i e s doing 

t h e i r best to find an equitable s o l u t i o n . A pamphlet such as t h i s only 

serves t o inflame passions snd hamper the government's task . Squatters are 

not a problem which i s unique to South Africa. At present there are hundreds 

of thousands of squatters in the f a v e l l a s of Rio ds Jaa iero , in Lagos, 

Nigeria and in s o c i a l i s t Lisbon - while every big Indian c i t y has i t s 

shanty towns. To blame the ex i s tence of the camp s o l e l y on the author i t i es 

i s to aggravate b i t t e r n e s s and frustration* The squatters are occupying the 

s i t e i l l e g a l l y , and the government i s acting within the law in trying to find 

a l ternat ive accommodation, and in returning i l l e g a l entreats t o the homelands. 

3 . Sect ion 47 (2) ( e ) t ( a ) . The po l ice are accused of c a l l i n g the squatters 

th ieves and murderers. There are no grounds for such an accusation, and the 

pol ice r e a l i s e that there are very many decent fami l ies at Modderdam. 

( b ) . The squatters are wrongly a l l eged to have been v ict ims of the June 1976 

attempts by the pol ice to quel l the disturbances s tarted by a g i t a t o r s . 

( c ) . In the l a s t paragraph the dangerous impression i s created that the 

Government has bowed to pressure of persons breaking the law. Should the 

Government attempt to uphold and enforce the law, the pamphlet says that 

"we" would f u l l y support the squat ters . 

( d ) . The "we" are apparently the s t i l l immature youngsters at University* 

A pamphlet such as t h i s can lead them to support the squatters a c t i v e l y 

in person, with the p o s s i b i l i t y of a confrontation with the po l ice which 

could be disasterous for a l l concerned. Modderdam i s not far from UCT. The 

persons putting out the pamphlet have acted irrespons ib ly . The pamphlet i s 

prejudicial to the peace and good order under sec t ion 47 (2) ( e ) . 
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The p u b l i c a t i o n found to be undes i r ab l e was Jl'STICK IN SA, INML'STICIj SA. 

ihe r epor t by the Committee begins in Af r ikaans , and swi tches to English 

midway. A note s t a t e s t h a t 
MTh© chairman apo log i ses for having switched languages in t h i s r e p o r t . I t was 

done q u i t e i n v o l u n t a r i l y , even absent-mindedly*" 

The n a t u r e of the r e p o r t makes one wonder whether i t was the change of 

language, or the r e p o r t i t s e l f , to which the ' i t 1 above r e f e r s . E x t r a c t s 

from the r epor t are reproduced below. 

" 1 . Die pub l i ka s i e word u i tgegee deur die S tuden t s for Soc ia l Democracy. 'n 

rod i k a l e , v e r - l i n k s e s o s i a l i s t i e s e s t u d e n t - o r g a n i s a s i e aan d i e L ' n i v e r s i t e i t 

van Kaapstad. In die uitgawe van ' Z ' , ' n pub l i ka s i e van die SSD, van 

September 1976, word d i e s i en ing ^ehuld ig d a t on lus t e sa l voor tduur s e l f s 

al word a l l e r a s s e d i s k r i m i n a s i e af^eskaf, want dan sa l Wit en Swart nog nie 

gelyk wees nie en ' a more s t r i c t l v economic based reason for r i o t i n g would 

e x i s t 1 • As ' r e v o l u t i o n ' v i r ' r i o t i n g * in h i e r d i e s i n sou vervang, i s d i t 

suiwer Marxian*. 

2 . Hierd ie uitgawe »ree voor om die p o l i s i e - en r e g s t e l s e l in Suid-Afr ika as 

a r b i t r e r en wreed voor t e s t e l , na aan le id ing van s t e r f g e v a l l e en beweerde 

aanrandings van persone wat deur die p o l i s i e aangehou word. Die b l o t e 

ops t e l van ' n lys geva l l e van beweerde aanrand iugs , i s per se nie onirewens 

n i e . Wat wel onsewens i s , i s wanneer voorgegee word d a t mar te l ing s t a a t a -

be le id i s , en n iks eedoen word oi» d i t t e verhoed n i e . Dit is h i e r waar die 

pub l ikas i e o . a . d ie wet o o r t r e e . Voorbeelde v o l g . 

3 ( a ) . Die t i t e l op die VQorblad verbind ge r eg t i ghe id in SA met 

ongeregt ighe id• 

( b ) . Die onafhanklikheid en bevoegdhede van d i e howe word in twyfel g e t r e k . Op 

p . l word gepraa t van ! t h e a r b i t r a r i n e s s of the c o u r t s ' en op p .2 word v e r k l a a r 

'The c o u r t s are powerless to i n v e s t i g a t e c o n d i t i o n s under which p r i s o n e r s are 

held*1 'n Regter he t wel die mag om t e v r a da t ondersoek na beweerde 

mishandel ing inges t e l word « 

( d ) . Wat die sake wat aangehaal word b e t r e f , word f e i t e wat guns t ig v i r d ie 

S t a a t of d ie p o l i s i e i s , dikwels weggelaa t . In verband met d i e Wdluli geval 

(p.!>) word nie gemeld d a t van d i e wonde aan ay lyk toegedien moes gewees 

he t na ay dood, en nadat o . a . van sy f ami l i e l ede horn in d i e doodhuis besoek 

h e t . Onderaan p . 5 word twyfel u i t g e s p r e e k oor d i e egtheid van Mohapi se 

se l fmoordbr ief , en word nie gemeld dat 'n handakr i f -deskundige in d i e 

getuiebank ge tu ig he t da t d i t wel in Mohapi se handskr i f was 

(e) Qp p .2 onderaan word die oordrewe s t e l l i ruz geraaak t h a t ' L i t e r a l l y 

hundreds of a l l e g a t i o n s of t o r t u r e have remained unanswered by the s e c u r i t y 

p o l i c e . ' Die s t e l l i n g word op p.7 herhaal - ' A l l e g a t i o n s of t o r t u r e have been 

l e f t unchal lenged by those r e s p o n s i b l e ' - en d i t word sonder meer aanvaar 

dat d ie p o l i s i e verantwoordel ik was. Die volgende bewerin«i op p .3 is 



onwaar - 'Perhaps roost s ign i f i cant i s the fact that the cuses mentioned above -j<| 

are representative rather than i s o l a t e d ' . To talk of the 'huge anount of 

evidence' as i s done on j>̂ 2 i s an exaggeration. Such remarks are calculated to 

undermine the peace and good order and brine the administration of jus t i ce 

into contempt 

4 . The committee i s of the opinion that i t i s not without s ign i f i cance that 

half the pages in the publication are taken up with only three t r i a l s , in each 

of which a mi l i tant or subversive organisation features prominently. In two 

of them the ANC i s in the l imel ight and the reasonably careful documentation 

in these cases leaves the reader with the impression that the compilers are 

shoving the i r approval of the criminal acts of ANC members. As regards the 

'Comrades' of Cape Town's Black areas, the name of the organisation should 

give some indicat ion of i t s nature and aims, despite the documents d isc la imer. 

J u s t i f i c a t i o n for arson i s sought in the sentence 'The e x p l i c i t action of 

several Comrades in the burning of s c h o o l s , rather than being the working of 

twisted l o g i c , as the magistrate seemed to assume, may be regarded as a t o t a l 

re jec t ion of Bantu Education, which, in i t s e s sence , serves to reinforce 

p o l i t i c a l in jus t i ce and p o l i t i c a l exp lo i ta t ion in t h i s country.1 

6. The factors indicated above make the publication prejudicial to the 

general welfare and the peace and good order and, insofar as they undermine 

and subvert the secur i ty of the S ta te , also prejudicial to the safety of the 

Republic under sect ion 47 (2) ( e ) . 

7 . The publication i s rad ica l ly undesirable . From the introduction on p . l 

i t i s c lear that i t i s intended to serve a wider purpose than that of ordinary 

reading matter. I t i s intended and calculated to convince the reader that 

the po l i ce system i s corrupt, and that torture i s s t a t e po l i cy . Unsophisticated 

students reading i t may well be persuaded that the contents r e f l e c t the truth , 

and be led through i t into support for subversive end revolutionary ac t ions . 

The publication refers to i t s e l f as a 'document', indicating that one of i t s 

presumed purposes i s to serve as a deta i l ed record of torture to which persons 

seeking information can constantly have recourse. These aggravating factors have 

caused the Committee to decide that the possession of the publication should 

also be prohibited under sect ion 9 ( 3 ) . 

8 . A further aggravating factor i s that the publication con be readi ly 

dis tr ibuted in the Black townships." 
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