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RENTS: 
pay ing f o r 
i n c o r p o r a t i o n 
THE South Af r ican a t a t a , y i t h a f a i r amount 

of pushing froa tha bueineee community, haa 

now apparently acknowledged that thara i a 

a permanent a f r i c a n populat ion i n tha urban 

aroea outaida of tha bantuatana. Of courea, 

tha e lnglo biggeet fac tor t o hove brought 

both c a p i t a l and tha a t a t a round to th ia 

po in t of viaw i a tha raalatanca ehown by tha 

dominated claaaaa during tha 1970a, mani-

f e e t i n g l t a a i r i n tha avanta of 3une 1976 

and t h e r e a f t e r ( t h i a i a not to ergue that 

a t r i k a act ion bafora t h a t had not ehaken 

a t a t a and c a p i t a l p r e v i o u a l y ) . 

But attempt* ara being made to turn 

dafaat and r a t r a a t i n t o an aaaault on tha 

p o t a n t i a l a o l i d a r i t y o f tha opproaeed 

paopla t whether thay ba a i tua tad in r u r a l 

or urban areas . Tha praeeht atratagy 

f o l l o a d by tha a t a t a , of mtteaptad incorpo-

r a t i o n of a aact ion of tha doaineted claaaaa 

(mainly tha urban-dwel l ing aact ion of tha 

a f r i c a n working c laaa and tha pat ty 

bourgaoiaia •* t radara t o f f i c i e l e , and 

p r o f e e e i o n e l e ) , takaa piece againat tha 

background of raa latanca w i t h i n South A f r i ca * 

maaaiva unemployment (mainly exported to 

tha bantuatana) , tha nvad for a a tab la 

labour forca and uninterrupted production 

by monopoly c a p i t a l ( tha moat important 

form of c a p i t a l einca at laaat tha aacond 

hal f of tha 1960a)v and tha changing face 

of aoutharn A f r i c a . 

I t would ba aaay to give tha lnpraaaion 

that tha atratagy of incorporat ion i a an 

aaay ona* running amoothly i n tha d i r e c t i o n 

that i a daalrad ( i n auch tha tame way that 

tha v c o n a t a l l a t i o n of a ta taa ' auggeeted by 

PU 9otha aaaaad to ba r a a l l t y u n t i l tha 

v ic tory of tha ZAuu ( p r ) and tha subsequent • 

conforanca of aoutharn Afr ican a ta taa 

without tha praaanca of South A f r i c a ) . 

That l a tha way that i t aoaatiaaa coaaa 

acroaa i n tha praaa - aa a amooth path to 

tha ax iatanca of a 'b leck midd le -c leee f * 

And no wondar - bacauaa tha paopla who ara 

'newsworthy* ara tha ind iv ldua la f roa groupa 

that ara aoat a a a i l y incorporated, tha 

paopla whc, ara subject to d iscr iminat ion 

ra thar than e x p l o i t e t i o n . Lat aa taka aoaa 

axaaplaa — thoaa who own buainaaaaa ir> tha 

townahipa f a a l t h a t thay ara not g a t t i n g aa 

good a daal aa t h a l r whlta countarparta 

(and t h i a l a c o r r e c t ) , but at tha aam« t i a a 

thay a r a b a a i c a l l y i n agraamant wi th tha 

eyetem aa i t ax ia ta at praaant • a R O H aqual 

d i a t r i b u t i o n of p r o f i t a l a what concerns 

them. Sura* thay ara d i a c r l a l n a t a d againat 

but tha leve l of d iacr iminet ion could 

change ( i f your incoaa i a high enough you 

ara welcome in tha Carl ton Hotal or tha 

Sun City a h r i n a - t o ~ i n a e n e i t l v l t y - e n d - t i a p l t e l , 

even i f your akin i a b lack ) * Tor these 

paopla apartheid l a vary much r e l a t e d to tha 

l a v e l of d l a c r i a i n a t l o n ( a p a r t h e i d - u n f a i r 

d i a t r i b u t i o n of raaourcaa and eccaee to 

resources)* In other words, what i a wrong 

i e tha ayatea of apar the id . Thaaa ara the 

paopla who ara l aaad ia ta ly ava i lab le for 

incorpora t ion , paopla who would l i k e to aaa 

change, but than mainly in taraa of a 

change-over of o f f i c e b e a r e r * . 

For thaaa paopla tha alogana e r a : 

'Away wi th aaperata r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a a ' i 

•Ownership in urban e r e e e ' i 'Cqual ea la r i aa 

w i t h i n the medlcel and teaching p ro fess ions ' | 

'Let ua i n t o tha the cent ra l buaineee d i s 

t r i c t * ( e t c . 

But thara are 'o ther paopla who era 

exp lo i ted by tha system, and would ba e x p l o i t 

ed whether tha o f f i c e bearere of c a p i t a l are 

whl ta or bleck ( i n aany caeee thay ere 

bleck a l r e a d y ) . There era many obetaclea 

i n tha way of Incorporat ing thaaa paopla , 

bacauaa the.eyetem of profits-making depende 

on tha poalt iona thet they occupy at 

present; depende on the low wagaei depende 

on the low q u e l l t y houalng and pub l ic f e c i l i — 

t i a a auch aa heal th and education end t r a n a -

p o r t . 

Thia a r t i c l e w i l l look b r i e f l y et two 

ieeueai tha f i r a t l a that of who l a going 

to pay for tha incorporat ion of aoaa ( i n tha 

caee baing examined tha ieeue of rente*, and 

protoet againet the auggeetad increeeee) f 

and secondly, who ehould be leading tha 

p r o t a a t . I t i a not poaeible to completely 

eeparate thaee two ieauee. 

I n e previoue iaaue of work in P r o g n t i 

( 1 0 ) wa publlahed en a r t i c l e on bua boy* 

c o t t a , which looked et who wee expectad t o 

pay for the ayatem of placing la rga numbere 

of tha working claaa wi th in the bantuatana, 

and, consequently f f e r f roa the place of 

work. In the ceeaa thet we lookad at tha 

working class waa euppoead to pay up to 
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a l l o w ' r e a a o n e b i e p r o f i t a * t o t h e bua 

companies ( i n which the b a n t u s t a n 

had a s h a r e ) Tor t r a n a p o r t i n g t h e * from whara 

thay d i d not want t o l i v e t o where they had 

t o work . These movat t o l n c r a a a a bua f a r a a 

,nr<: r a a i a t a d and a r a a t l l l b e i n g r e e l e t e d * 

At t h a sonant a t t a m p t a a r a ones mora 

b a i n g made t o l n c r a a a a t h a t r a n a p o r t f a r a a 

b o t h i n urban and r u r a l a r e a s . But therm 

a r a a l a o a t t e m p t s t o l n c r a a a a r a n t a l a f o r 

houses i n urban a r e a s , 

UHD PAYS? 

Tha main sources o f revenue f o r t h a 

f i n a n c i n g of t h a townships w i t h i n which 

a f r i c a n a hava t o l i v e hsve baan t h a f o l l o w 

i n g ! 

1 , rtagiatratlon and l a b o u r f a a a - p a i d by 

t h a employers ; 

2 * F i n a a f o r c e r t a i n o f f a n c a a i 

3* A a a r v i c a l a v y p a i d by t h a employers 

who do not p r o v i d a accommodation f o r 

u o r k a r a f 

4, t a l e of l iquor i 

5 . Rants ( i n c l u d i n g feme f o r a a r v i c a a ) f r o « 

t h a township r a a i d a n t a . 

P r e v i o u s l y * w h i l a Sowato waa s d m l n l a -

t a r a d by t h a Johannaaburg n u n i c i p a l i t y (up 

t o t h a c r e a t i o n of t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B o a r d * , 

t h a West Rand A d m i n i a t r a t i o n Board ( v R A 6 ) v 

i n t h i a c e a e , i n 1 9 7 3 ) f i t had t o a c a r t a l n 

a x t a n t r e c e i v e d t r a n a f a r a f rom R u n i c i p a l 

f i n a n c e a d i r e c t l y t o supplement t h a incowa 

fsoa t h e aourcaa H a t e d a b o v e . T h i a atopped 

w i t h t h a t a k e - o v e r by URAB and t h e s t a t e ' s 

p o l i c y t h a t the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Poarda be 

e e l f - e u f f i c i a n t ( o r i n o t h a r words , t h a t t h e 
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a f r i c c n p o p u l a t i o n group pays f o r i t a own 

p l a c a a of r a a i d a n c a w i t h no c o n t r i b u t i o n 

f rom t h a w e a l t h t h a t they g a n a r a t a i n i n d u s 

t r y ) , 

Tha moat i m p o r t a n t aourca of income to 

t h a WRA8 I n i t a a t t e m p t s t o b a l a n c e t h a 

booka o f Sowato had baen tha a a l a of l i q u o r . 

B u t t h i a aourca was d r s a t i c a l l y a f f e c t e d by 

t h a 1976 u p r i s i n g and dropped f rom R3S-m 

t o R22-eu 

Another l a p o r t a n t sourca i s t h a t o f 

t h e l abour l a v y p a i d by e m p l o y e r * (R2»15 

p a r month f o r an I n d u s t r i a l worker i n 

J o h e n n e e b u r g ) , Theee l e v i e s hava formed en 

i n c r e a s i n g p e r c e n t a g e of t o t a l ravenua i n 

Sowsto, s t a n d i n g a t 1 5 , 8 p e r c e n t I n 1 9 7 6 - 7 , 

However , I n e v i d e n c e t o t h e R i a k a r t 

Commission, employare cams o u t I n s t r o n g 

o p p o a i t i o n to t h a l e v i e e , Sugges t ions t h a t 

t h a l e v l a e be l n c r e e a a d t o R4V15 were 

r e j a c t a d by t h e a t a t a « and R i a k a r t a a i d t h e t 

t h e Act under which t h a l e v i e s a r a made 

( C o n t r l b u t i o n e i n Reepect o f Black Lebour 

A c t * 1 9 7 2 ) shou ld a t aoae a t a g a be a b o l i s h 

e d * Tha Commieeion c o n t i n u e d i 

I n p r i n c i p l e i t l a d a a l r a b l a f o r b lack 
communi t ies to bear t o an i n c r e a s i n g 
a x t a n t a g r a a t a r p a r t o f t h e t o t a l 
burden i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h a p r o v i -
a i o n of o e r v i c a e i n t h e i r own communi-
t i a e » • * ( T ) h a Depar tment ( o f Cooper-
e t l o n and D e v e l o p m e n t ) , t h e a d m i n i s 
t r a t i o n boardSt and community c o u n c i l e 
shou ld i n i t i e t e p u r p o e a f u l programmes 
of a c t i o n i n order t o r e c o v e r mora end 
mora of t h a coat o f a a r v i c a a from t h e 
b l a c k communit ies t h e m s e l v e s , 

Ths b e s t way to implement these pro— 

p o a a l e w i l l p r o b a b l y form p a r t o f t h e 

recommendationa o f t h a Browne Commi t tee , 

i n v e s t i g a t i n g f i n a n c i n g of s e r v i c e a and 

housing ( a p p o i n t e d a f t * r t h a 1977 p r o t e s t 
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by students and other res idents eg t ins t i n * 

creessd r e n t e I s ) * 

I n the meantime, however, the community 

counci ls (successors t o the scornsq and thrown 

out Urban Bentu Councils - Useless Boys' Cluba 

or Urban Bantu Circuses ea they wots known) 

havs bsen isnded wi th the task of execut ing, 

i f not drawing up, ths balancing of Soweto'a 

books* This they are once more t r y i n g to do 

by increaalng r e n t s . I n other worcja, i f the 

ssjploysrs won't pay the suggested increases 

i n the labour lev ies then incresse the shore 

to be paid by ths working c lass* 

And I f they won* t buy enough beer , then 

incresse the rente* 

As ear ly aa 1921 a c e r t a i n Colonel Ror r ia 

boasted to the S t a l l a r d Cosimission that in 

h is arsa i n Nata l ' a l l n a t i v e bui ld ings were 

oracssd and paid for from s fund Cal led the 

' n a t i v e e f f e i r a fund" which was der ived from 

tha aula of k a f f l r b e a r * . I n other warrfs* 

the working clasa was i n d i r e e t l y paying en 

a d d i t i o n a l amount towerda housing* Today 

t h i e i e e t i l l the case* 

What t h i e mesne I s that whi ls wages ere 

kept low becauae the emount thst the working 

class i s spending on rant aeems to be low, 

in fac t the amount spent on l iquor ahould be 

added to the rent paid* alhen t h i s i n d i r e c t 

means of drawing rent from the people l i v i n g 

in the townships f a i l e , then rente peid d i r e c t 

l y ee euch, have to be increased* 

And t h i s i s whst i s e t issue today -

tha amount that the rea idents of Soweto end 

other townships are expected to pay for 

accommodation and ae rv ices . And theas 

increases come st e t ime whan tha pr ice of 

brown bread has gone up by 25 peroant and 

an increase in the p r i c e of milk haa been 

announced t o tsks s f f e c t from next month 

( H e y ) . By rents i t covered house rent 

( t o eupposedly recover cost of bu i ld ing end 

maintenance)! s i t e ren t ( t o cover cost of 

lsnd purchase* ecceae roeds, dra inage, 

page 17 

heal th and embulanco services) and adminis

t r a t i o n coats ) ; service charqss ( e l e c t r i c i t y , 

water , sewerage end refuee removal *- i t i e the 

loeses on t h i s i tsm t h s t havs bsen covered 

by URAB's l iquor p r o f i t s ) ! schools levy* 

Ae the house rente component hed reached 

the maximum permissible (aet i n r s l s t l o n to 

the costs to be recovered) i t i e being pro

posed that the other par te of ' r e n t e ' be 

lncreaaed — but the e f f e c t i a t of courae, 

the ssmec res idents of ioweto end other 

townships are expected to pey more for the 

accomodation and aervicea that they ' e n j o y 1 . 

According to the Soweto development 

Guidance System, or Ecoplan, the townehip 

needs c a p i t a l expenditure of R 5 3 3 - « i l l i o n 

( t h a t i e what i t would heve cost in 1979)* 

Thie f i g u r e includee R126-m for houeing, 

R101-« for e l m c t r l f i c o t l o n . snd R70-m for 

t ranepor t , eewerage, e t c . Thie l e e t f i g u r e 

l a eepec ie l l y important aa the preaent 

sewerage disposal f e c l l l t i e e ere eald t o be 

edequate only f o r the preaent nuaber of houses 

in ths township* 

tfRAd, a f t e r i t took over , t r i e d to meet 

expenditure, snd the need for e e l f - s u f f i c l e n o y * 

by r e l s i n g (doubl ing) s i t e and aerv ice charges 

and by lnorssslng l iquor sales* in 1977 thess 

incrsaaea were r e s i a t s d ( theee proteete e t 

the lncreaaea w i l l be covered in the next 

issue of 'jork in Progress)* I n 1976 the 

community counci l for Soweto was es tab l ished , 

w i t h a p o l l . that was shockingly low, evsn 

wi th in ths h is tory of ths eetsbllshment of 

puppst orgsnisat ions in South Af r ica and 

Namibia ( t h a 'mayor1 , uavid Thebehal i , 

received the o r*nti t o t a l of 97 votaa , and 

the counci l hes been known as the ' e l x 
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parcantara 1 Tor tha a l * parcant of raaldanta 

who p a r t i c i p a t a d in t h v a l a c t i o n a ) * 

Latar in 1978 tha counci l f a l l in to tha 

trap of damanding mora powar, and baing givan 

power ovar tha iaauaa that tha a t a t a ( through 

w«Mi»j wanta to oa lnaoivad in laaa d i r a c t l y * 

Thay wara givan contro l ovar f lnancaa (aaa 

tha uovarnmmnt Saxat ta 6 5 1 1 . 7 9 , 0 6 , 2 2 ) . 

Tha counci l had a choicai a i t h a r to go 

ahaad wi th nacaaaary axpanditura (auch aa 

rapaira and a t a f f raplacamant, or to cut h. •..•• 

on axpanditura* Thay choaa tha formar and 

wara, conaaquantly, forcad t o incraaaa ranta* 

In Auguat, 1979, i t waa announcad that ranta 

(aarv lca chargaa) would go up in thraa a tagaa. 

Thara waa an tmmadlata outcry againat tha 

propoaala f o r rant incraaaaa. 

Tha a t a t a waa now in a poal t ion to aay 

that tha community counci l would hava t o 

dacida on tha mattar . Thaaa propoaad 

incraaaaa caaa a f t a r rant coata had incraaaad 

by 225S batwaan Octobar, 1977v and nay. 1973. 

uriat a lao occurrad alnca 1976 waa that tha 

community counci l bacama raaponaibla for 

c o l l a c t i n g arraara I n ran t paynant and 

uXtimataly ordarlng a v i c t i o n a . 

I n J u l y , 1979, tha haadiina in Poat 

raadt RENTS TO CO UP ( 7 9 . 0 7 . 2 2 ) . Thia ntwa 

caaa v i a tha URA6. I t waa confirmad aar ly in 

Auguat. Thabchall 'c la imad tha inoraaaaa 

ara tha r a a u l t of dmf ie i ta inhar i t ad from 

wRAB, and would ba lntroducad In thraa atagaa 

ovar tha naxt yaar * • 

l i tatho not lana of tha Committaa of Tan 

raapondad by aaying that " I f tha whitaa want 

ua t o l i v a 32km away f r o * tha** thrn thay muat 

pay for that p r i v l l a g a ' t and auggaatad that 

tha atata ahould maka a grant to Sowato* Ha 

arguad that Sowato raaidanta apant t h a i r aonay 

in tha Johannesburg c a n t t a l buainaaa d l a t r i c t 

(CBO), and that tha waalth producad by tha 

paopla of Sowato waa taxad in tha i n d u a t r l a l 

araaa to which tha workata commutad and not i n 

Sowato whara thay l i v a d * Nlgal Handy, of 

tha CBO could not agraa wi th th ia and paaaad 

tha buck to anothar f r a c t i o n of c a p i t a l 

(namaly c a p i t a l oparatlnq in tha production 

of commoditiaa) and- auggtatad that wagaa ba 

incraaaad to that tha raaidanta of Sowato 

would ba abla to pay tha highar ranta* 
Community counci l oppoalt lon l aadar i tha 

Sofaaonka P a r t y ' a Cphraim Tahabalala, ca i l ad 

for mora a i taa to ba mada aua i lab la for 

paopla to bu i ld t h a i r own homaa* and that tha 

party oppoaad rant incraaaaa. Blahop Tutu 

alao cama out in oppoalt lon to tha auggaatad 

rant incraaaaa* 

Tha Sofaaonka Party co l lactad 5 000 

aignaturas to ba aant to Plat Koornhof* 

On tha 16th of Auguat Thabahall announcad 

that ranta would not go up, and that R705-m 

had baan grantad aa a loan by an unnamad US 

company. Thia announcamant waa graatad wi th 

J u a t i f i a b l a acapt ic i tm by Hotlana and cauaad 

•oma conTualon wi th in tha community council 

aa *not a l l tha mambara aaamad to know about 

tha loan* Tha Committaa of Tan want ahaad 

wi th a maating at which i t waa dacldad by 

tha*1 000 oannla oraaant that tKay wnuld 

rafuaa to pay any inc /aaaaa . 

I t w i l l ba l n t a r a a t i n g to aaa how 

not lana and othara raapond t o tha nawa t h a t 

Sowato and othar communitiaa ara to ba givan 

municipal atatua aa th ia waa ana of tha 

damanda made at tha maating. *nd by tha aama 

atandarda, i f anough paopla aupportad tha 

Blackchain suparmarkat in Sowato th ia would 

• a a t tha objoct ion that raaidanta ara apanding 

t h a i r aonay in tha Dohannaaburg CBD. 

Ovar tha naxt faw waaka tha ranta laaua 

waa an on-of f a f f a i r . (Of touraa i t muat ba 

kapt in mind that tha rant incraaaaa wara pro 

poaad in many townahipa r igh t through South 

A f r i c a , and not only i n Sowato). 

F8 du Randt, of tha Oapartmant of 

Cooparation and Uavalopmant ra to r tad to tha 

protaata that tha paopla would hava to pay up, 

that thay had ca i l ad for autonomy and that 

thay wara now baing givan i t ; and that thay 

ahould ba proud of t h i a r a a p o a l b i l l t y . ' 

Koornhof, i n kaaping wi th hla a t y i a of 

oparat ion that ao aany apaar to ba mora than 

w i l l i n g to baliavm i n , aaid that ranta would 

not go up but that maana would hava to ba 

found to make Sowato aa l f—suf f I c ian t . 

Tha laaua of ranta* ra thar than tha v i a l t 

to sowato by tha Prima H i n i a t a r , dominated tha 

thoughts of raaidanta during Auguat and 

Saptambar, 1979* PU Botha d id w r i t a o f f tha 

debt of R 9 - a i l l i o n (Sowato'a ahera of an 

accumulatad d o f i c i t that tha community counci l 

i n h a r i t a d from URAB), but i t haa baan pointod 



out that th i a V I I dona againet an accumulated 

aurplua of about R11-mi l l lon l a f t i n tha 

8antu Sarvleaa Levy, which WRAB had i n turn 

inher i t ed when i t took over t h t aUminiatra-

t i o n of townshipa an tha west Rand)* 

I n September tha Qeputy H i n i a t a r of 

Cooparation and Development t o l d a delegat ion 

from Sowato that* tha decision to incraaaa rant 

raatad wi th tha community counci l * 

I n Oobsonvillo th% chairman of the 

loca l community counci l wee nearly etabbed 

at a seat ing to discuss tha ranta iaaua in thst 

township* I t waa decided to autpand rant 

incraaaaa ' u n t i l tha people dacldad that thay 

wantad them* to pay f o r serv ices . Thia 

happened in aa r ly September, 1979* 

Tha Urban Counci l 's Association ( tha 

ua>bralla body for community counci la) not 

in September and wi th remarkable c l a r i t y 

aaid that tha edminie t ta t ion boarda 'had 

waitad for community counci la to ba i n t r o 

duced bafora "handing" than tha r a a p o n a i b l l i t y 

of announcing rant incraaaaa*• 

On tha waakand of tha 23rd September tha 

Sowato C i v i c Aeeociation waa formed undar tha 

auapicaa of tha Committee of Tan and i t waa 

aaid t h a t ona of the T i r a t iaauaa that tha 

SCA would taka up would ba that or ran ta . 

Inkatha alao aaid t n a t that organiast ion would 

become involved* 

In l u r c h , 1980, Dghn Knoetze, chairperaon 

of WflAB, to ld tha 5A I n a t i t u t e of Race Re la t ion 

ranta would have to ba Increaaad. He aaid t h * t 

I t uae tha only place i n tha world where people 

pa id an average of 5 porcnnt of t h e i r incomes 

on r e n t , and aaid that tone people eernlng 

R1 000 per month wera paying ( I nta or R1s,00. 

Thia bringa me back to the queetion or 'WHO 

PAYS'. 

Knoetze aaid t h a t * tha trend throughout 

the world waa t h e t people apant at laeet 20 

percent of t h e i r income on housing1* He alao 
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aaid that tha VRAB wee ' subs id is ing ' each houee 

i n Sowato t o the tune or R30.00 per month 

(probebly r e f e r r i n g to tha money gathered froa 

I n d i r e c t sources, euch ee employere end the 

eele of l i q u o r ) * But we have elreedy seen 

that ' r e n t e * i n the townehipe are paid both 

d i r e c t l y end i n d i r e c t l y by the inhabi tante 

(mainly tha working c l a a e ) . 

Knoetze1 ' verioue f iguree ware re futed 

i n e etudy repotted on by Rapport newspaper 

( 8 0 . 0 4 . 0 6 ) . T h U etudy wee done by t h * 

Bureau for Rarket Roeeerch et UNISA, and 

erguad thet in countr ies et a comparable l e v e l 

of economic development to thet lm South Af r ica 

people epent no more than 10 percent of t h e i r 

monthly income on r e n t e , household f u e l and 

l i g h t . A r t a r ah lncraeee of rente* ee 

suggested by URAB through the community . 

counc i le t mora than 50 percent of the house

holds in Soweto would be epending more than 

10 percent on theee iteme - and th ia is tak ing 

tha average income to be R400,00 par month for 

households (presumably e l l those occupying 

ona house in th ia overcrowded c i t y ) . 

According to the d i r e c t o r of tha Bureau 

tha re levant percentages f o r other countries 

would bet Tanzania, 8 , 2 | B r e z i l , 9 , 5 ; 

Russia, 2»9 | / a i r e . 9 , 8 . 

Leta In lUrch i t waa announced that tha 

rents would go up by R14,50 f o r s i t e r e n t e l 

( i n three etagae of R6,00, R4,Sfl, snd R4 .00 ) . 

I t was fu r the r suggested thst there ehould be 

a levy of R5,00 per houaei that refuee removel 

levy be increased from 39c to R2,s5f sewerage 

cherQee t o be increaeed from R2,«8 to R5,sB, 

Vhet t h i s would meen i a that tha amount paid 

per household would go up by R21,56 psr month. 

This would br ing t o t e l coet of r e n t , f u e l and 
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l i g h t a to R45,56 par month t or 11$A percent of 

a houeehold i n c o m of approximately R400.00 

per month. ( I n 1979 the narkinor market 

research organisat ion round that more than 

h a l f tha houaebolde i h Sowoto l iv ic j below 

tha minimum l i v i n g l e v e l f o r f a m i l i e s which 

atood at R1?8,22 a t that t i n e , and t h a t 

a f i r t h of Sowato' adu l ta earned below A99t0Q 

par month. Theee f l g u r a a would pa int an 

even m r a e p i c t u r e than t h a t of tha Buraau for 

Market Roeeerch* and ahowa up tha propaganda 

put out by Knoetze wi th h ia f a m l l i t e earning 

R1 000 per month, r a m i l i e e earning th ia 

amount era not engaging in much pro tec t 

a c t i v i t y about tha laaue of r e n t e ) , 

What th i a a l l ahowa l a that whi le tha 

a t a t a may have p u b l i c l y recogniaed what waa 

obvioua to a l l , naaely that there l a a p e m a n -

ant a f r i c a n populat ion outaida of tha bantu-

etana t t h i a l a going t o me en t h a t greater 

demenda era going to be placed on t h i e 

eect ion of tha South Af r ican populat ion . 

They are going to be expected to p«y ror 

t h a t recogn i t ion , whi le i t l a going to be 

eoid to than by c a p i t a l and tha a t a t a i n 

tha forej of an 'improvement in tha q u a l i t y 

of l i f e 1 | "99-year leaeehold ' (aa though 

t h i a l a of any concern t o 99 percent of tha 

lnhab i ten te or tha townships)) ' u p l i r t 1 

programneo end 'keep Sowato clean* caaipaignaf 

municipal 'autonomy'; a t e . 

WOSE ISSUE? 

With the development of production under 

c e p l t e l l e n ( the c o p i t a l i e t aode of production) 

cane the eeparat ion of the place of raaidanca 

and tha piece where production takee p lace . 

No longer wee i t a caae of a g r i c u l t u r a l p ro 

duction i n tha f i e l d s immediately around tha 

family or community homes, no longer weaving 

or woodwork wi th in rooms that formed part of 

the houaohold* instead cane tha concentrat ion 

of nany preducera w i t h i n tha Bene bui ld ing -

t h i e waa necaeeary bacauae the means of pro 

duct ion* tha machinery uaad and tha raw 

mater ia ls * ware now in tha poaeeaeion of the 

c a p i t e l i e t and not of tha people working wi th 

thoea mate r l e la or machinery^ Control hed 

t o be kept over the working c laea v eo that 

aa l i t t l e waataga ae poeeible could take place 

end aleo ao thet the c o p i t a l l i t could axart 

d i r e c t contro l over tha workers. 

Roving production I n t o one bu i ld ing d id 

at tha eeme t i e a mean that tha place of work 

could no longer be par t of tha community or 

houeahold. There had to be r e e i d e n t i a l araaa 

end i n d u e t r i e l araaa ( p a r t l y determined by 

i n f r a a t r u c t u r a l naade aa w a l l - i t l a cheaper 

to provide t r a n s p o r t , e l e c t r i c i t y and water 

f o r e concantret ion or f a c t o r l e e ) . 

Several imp l ica t ion* flow from t h i e 

eaparation under the c a p l t a l i e t mode of 

product ion! i t meene that tha iaeuae that 

are deemed to be re levant to theae 'separate 1 

araea are bel ieved to have no (or l i t t l e ) 

relevance to eech o t h e r ! that tha organlaa-

t iona repreeenting i n t e r a e t e w i t h i n tha two 

araaa should be separate organlaet ione 

(community organ ieet iona / rae identa eaeocia-

t lone aa egalnet t rade uniona/employers 

organlaat ione) f end in the South Af r ican 

a i t u a t l o n the complexity of tha r a c i a l 

eaparat ion and r a c i a l contro la that d i e t i n g * 

uieh eo much of what happens here* aleo 

entered in to eheplng the separat ion in e 

very e p e c i f l c way. 

In South A f r i c a not only the working 

e la te * but aleo tha other claaeae dominated 

because of t h e i r race, have bean asperated 

froe) the s i t e of production and located i n 

townshipe* tfhat would otherwise heve been 

a working claee iesua wi th greater c l a r i t y 

t i e in South A f r i ca * an leeue that a f f a c t a 

a l l tha r a c i a l l y domlnetad c lasses. Howeverv 

not a l l ths domineted classes are a f f ec ted 

in tha seme mannar or to the aama degree. 

Knoetie 's f a m i l i e s earning R1 000 par month 

are d iscr iminated egalnet because they ere 

forced to l i v e in tha sane suburba ae the 

working claee and have other r e s t r i c t i o n s 

iapoead on them (such aa the faot that 

thay cannot etay where they l i k e * marry whoa 

they l i k e * or have t h e i r bualneaeea whare 

thay l i k e ) . 



This neant that there are mors group* 

involved i n the, ' r e n t e issue' and tha proteata 

egainet tha inereeeee than would have been 

tha caaa i n a township segregated purely 

according to c l a a a . And not a l l tha groupa 

who taka up tha ranta Issue do i t wi th tha 

same motivat ion or for tha same personal 

reasons. Uhat ona haa to look at whan 

analysing tha weya id which var ioua organiee-

t iona ara taking up tha prcj teet , ara the 

iaauaa t h a t ara Joinad to ranta in tha 

pro taa t - i a i t land-ownerehipf buainaaa 

r l g h t a i a a l a r l a a f o r profmeelonale* Or ara 

tha iaauaa thoaa of increeeed tranaport costs; 

low wages: tha e f f e c t e of general aalaa text 

achool uniforme* a t e . 

What l a moet i n t e r e e t i n g in tha South 

Af r ican a i t u a t l o n l i tha extant to which 

worker organiaat iona heve la rge ly accaptad 

tha d iv io ion batwaan placa of work (and tha 

iaauaa that ara daf lnad aa workplace iaauaai 

wegoe - but not tha a f f a c t a of low wageei 

working condi t ional recogni t ion of workers' 

organlaat ionai a t e ) , and placa of raeidence. 

Thay nay not a l l have accepted i t without 

quaation or without queetitjning now and then, 

but may have baan forced in to b e l i e v i n g that 

th ia eaparat ion i a e s s e n t i a l for s u r v i v a l . 

And there are enough caeea to ahow t h a t the 

etete i a not w i l l i n g to accept the breaking 

down of the b a r r i a r a aat ut> by cap i ta l ism 

and maintained by tha atata« 

f o r example, the benning of Thozaaiila 

Botha and other o f f i c l a l a rrom tha PC6CQ 

a f t e r th i a community baaed organiaat ion had 

of neceeaity become Involved in the Ford 

e t r i k e (aae UIP. 1 1 ) I the warninga ieaued to 

the Inketh* movement to atay out of labour 

matters (from aa ea r ly aa Barney Dlaf l le 's 

involvement i n the e t r l k e e e t flicherda Day 

i n 1973, to more recent etatemente by Quthe-

l e z i ) | the b le tan t contro l •oeauree contained 

in the Ulehahn recommendations and condlt lona 

f o r tha r e g i s t r a t i o n of unionai e t c . 

I t need, of course, not be trade unions 

that take up working claaa iaauaa i n the 

cosmunlty* I t w i l l i n near ly a l l caeea pa 

groups, lnd lv ldue la and organleationa that 

have very l i t t l e to do wi th workplece Iaauaa 

t h a t taka up community issues. These groups 

and organiaationa ara aa caught up in the 

ldaaa and meaauree that aeparate workplace 

from piece of raeidence aa tha trade uniona 

a re . Thle meana that the rent iaaua , which i s 

p r i m a r i l y a working claae iaaua can be 

h i jacked by groupa who wieh to etrengthen 

t h e i r own demands, and theaa 'eecondary1 

demands mey vary w e l l have nothing to do 

wi th the working c l a a e , and may in fac t be 

against tha I n t e r a e t a of the working c l a a a . 

Theee 'secondary' demanda can also 

uaual ly be f a i r l y e a e i l y incorporated* 

whether they r e l a t e to ownerehip of property , 

buaineea r i g h t s , autonomy. Thia l a not to 

argue that these 'aeconoary1 demands should 

not be tekan up, but that they ehould be 

l inked to mora fundamental demands that r e l a t t 

to e x p l o i t a t i o n rather than d iac r lm ina t ion . 

Thia discussion on rente w i l l be continued in 

the next ieaue of uork i n Progress. Other 

contr ibut ione ere welcome, especial ly i f they 

r e l a t e to caeee outside of the Tranavaal . 

A paper by John Kane-German (T5hoae 

without Locee?i the f inancing or urban black 

townahipe* wi th spec ia l reference to 5oweto 
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and the Sows to community c o u n c i l ' ) dona for 

tha 5AIRR proved he lp fu l i n w r i t i n g thia paper. 

Aleo the honours d i e e e r t a t i o n by Barbara 

Creecy (*A Home for Total St rategyi the p o l i t 

i c a l economy of urban a f r i c e n houaing in 

contemporary South A f r i c a * ) and David Hervey'e 

'Labor, Cap i ta l and Claaa Struggle around tha 

Bu i l t Environment In Advanced C e p i t a l i e t 

Soc ie t i es ' ( P o l i t i c o and Society , 6 , 1976) . 

There are a number of papara and theaae t h a t 

deal wi th tha f inancing of townships, the 

t i t l e e of which can be aupplled to readers 

i f they w r i t e to the a d l t o r a . 


