
'Jo the Cow' 
comes home 

EARLY i n A p r i l , I t waa r e p o r t e d t h a t Jordan 

Ngubene, ax ANC and L i b a r o l P a r t y aeraber, 

had r e t u r n e d to South A f r i c a from a x i l a 

and J o i n a d I n k o t h e aa e d i t o r of l t a 

nevapapar , Tha N a t i o n . H i a r e t u r n t o South 

A f r i c a wee a p p a r e n t l y n e g o t i a t e d by C h i e f 

Cetaha B u t h e l e z l , who t o l d t h e preee t h a t 

i t had taken o l a o o t 3 y e a r a - to pereuede 

Ngubana to r e t u r n hoao , where he had 

p r a v i o u e l y been d e c l a r e d a p r o h i b i t e d 

i a a i g r e n t . 

"He l e go ing t o be very v a l u a b l e i n 
the daye ahead now t h a t we a r e 
b e g i n n i n g t o eee t h e b e g i n n i n g of 
r e e l t a l k e i n t h i a c o u n t r y " a a l d 
B u t h e l e z l . 

" I t i a w o n d e r f u l t o have h i a back* 
He v i l l be a c o n c r e t e d e m o n s t r a t i o n 
of a l i n k between t h e f o u n d i n g 
f a t h e r e o f t h e A f r i c a n L i b e r a t i o n 
aoveaen ta and our own e f f o r t e in 
I n k a t h a . " 

The r e t u r n t o South A f r i c a of Ngubane 

l a i n d e e d en e v e n t of aoae l n t a r e o t , end 

needa t o be c o n t e x t u a l i a e d i n t e r a e of 

h i a h i e t o r y of i n v o l v e a e n t i n South 

A f r i c a n p o l i t i c a l aoveaenta * 

Born i n 1 9 1 7 , he i n i t i a l l y e e t e b l i a h e d 

h i e r e p u t a t i o n aa a J o u r n a l i s t on I l a n q a 

lane N a t a l , o f t e n w r i t i n g under t h e 

paeudonya ' J o the Cow 1 , and a u b a e q u e n t l y 

working on the Bantu World and I n k u n d l a 

y a 8a n tu • 

I n f l u e n t i e l i n the found ing of the 

ANC Youth League t o g e t h e r w i t h Anton 

Leabede and AP Nda . he c o - a u t h o r e d the 

Congreae Youth Leegue H e n i f e a t o o f 1 9 4 4 . 

f i e r c e l y e n t i - c o a a u n i e t , Ngubane 

e t r o n g l y r e e i e t e d what he aaw ea a 

c o a a u n i e t i n f l u e n c e on the ANC t and 
w 

L u t h u l i ' s w i l l i n g n e e e to a c c o m o d a t e t h e 

l e f t wing o f the ANC l e d t o a b i t t e r 

c o n f l i c t between t h e two a e n . 

I n c r e a e i n g l y Ngubane aoved away f r o a 

tha ANC. end i n t h a a i d 19 50a j o i n e d the 

L i b e r a l P a r t y , e v e n t u a l l y b e i n g e l e c t e d 

n o t i o n a l v i c e c h e i r a a n . I n A p r i l 19S9 ha 

a t t e n d e d the i n a u g u r a l c o n v e n t i o n of the 

Pen A f r i c a n i a t Congraee (PAC) and 

t h e r e a f t e r wee b e l i e v e d to be e e u p p o r t e r 

of t h e PAC. r e t h e r than t h e ANC. 

A r r e e t e d in 1 9 6 1 , he wee charged 

under the U n l a w f u l O r g a n i e e t l o n a A c t p 

but a c q u i t t e d . D u r i n g 1963 , Ngubene f l e d 

t o S w a z i l a n d , a o v i n g to the U n i t e d S ta tea 

i n 1 9 6 9 . 

Ngubene'e c e r e e r i e en i n t e r e e t i n g 

o n e , apanning the f o r a a t i o n of the ANC 

Youth League , t h e A f r i c a n i a t c o n f l i c t i n 

tha ANC over the r o l e of w h i t e s end 

c o a a u n i e t e in the l i b e r a t i o n e t r u g g l e , 

the f o r a a t i o n of t h e L i b e r e l P a r t y and the 

PAC, e x i l e , and now h i a r e t u r n to South 
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A f r i c a * and i n v o l v a a e n t i n I n k a t h a a c t i v i t y . 

G e n e r a l l y p e r c e i v e d aa an A f r i c a n i a t , 

and f i e r c e l y a n t i - c o a a u n i o t , Ngubene'e 

aemberahip and a c t i v e i n v o l v a a e n t i n the 

L i b e r a l P a r t y i e I n t e r e e t i n g . There e r e v 

of c o u r a e , c e r t a i n e i m l l a r i t i e a between 

the A f r i c a n i a t p o e i t l o n , and t h a t of 

l i b e r a l i a a - e e p e c i a l l y the tendency t o 

i g n o r e or d i a a l a e the q u e e t i o n of c l a a e 

d i v l e i o n e i n c a p i t a l i a t e o c l e t y , coupled 

w i t h e t h o r o u g h - g o i n g e n t i - c o a a u n i a a . 

I t i e perhape thaee f a c t o r e which l e d 

Ngubane t o eeek a hoae i n the L i b e r e l 

P a r t y , end a u b e e q u e n t l y a e e o c i e t e h i a e e l f 

w i t h PAC, r a t h e r then ANC p o l l c l e a . 

Ngubene'e l e t e e t book, " C o n f l i c t o f 

N i n d e " beere c e r t a i n a i a i l e r i t i e e t o 

one tendency i n the b l a c k conaciouaneeB 

p o a i t i o n t he p e r c e i v e e c o n f l i c t i n South 

A f r i c a aa between the A f r i k a n e r ' c o l l e c t i v e 

B i n d ' and the A f r i c e n c o l l e c t i v i t y , w i t h 

he eeee aa u n i f o r a , cohee ive end p a r t o f 

a o o l l e c t l v e conec ioueneee . I t i e theee 

a l e a e n t e of b lack conecioueneee i d e o l o g y 

which Ngubane eabracea which aake h i e 

e a a o c i a t i o n w i t h I n k e t h a ao i n t e r e s t i n g , 

g i v e n the c o n f l i c t between I n k a t h a and the 

o r g a n l e e d e l e a e n t e of the b l a c k c o n e c i o u e 

neee p o e i t l o n . 

No d o u b t . I n k e t h a s u p p o r t e r s w i l l 

a r g u e t h e t Ngubene'e a e a b e r e h i p of inka tha 

ehowe t h e t b lack conecioueneee aa an 

i d e o l o g y i e c o a p e t i b l s w i t h I n k a t h a . 

That aay o r aay not be the c a s e . I t can 

however not be c l s l a e d , ae t h e S ta r 

newepaper of A p r i l 7 th doee v t h e t 

Ngubene i e e " S e n i o r ANC H e n " , nor hee 

he been ao f o r a e v e r e l d e c e d e e . 


