Play is an important aoctivity for
children. It ie through playing
that children can develope their
creativity and independence. Toys
add more stimulation' to the
child's environment. Through
learning to handle their toys,
c¢hildren gain greater selfl=-con-
fidence, This helps them Lo leael
able to take greater control of
their lives when they are older,
But many children do not have the
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‘wocause of these problems, & smxrl
group of women decided to look in-
to the need for day-care facili-
tiee in the area. These women held
a survey to find out how many
mothers in Tongaat South would
make use of day-care facilities.
The results of this survey showed
that 50% of the mothers were wil-=
ling to make use of creche faci=
lities. They would then he able
to. find work to bring more, much

chance to develop through play. needed, money into their Tamilies,
It may be because there is nownere .
for them to play, or because thelr g

families eannot afford to buy toys
for them, or both.

TOY LIBRARY
IN TONGAAT

For the 12000 people living in
Tongaat South this iz one of their
many problems., Tongaat Couth 1is
the most densely populated area

in Tongaat with many people living
in flats There is no place where
mothers can safely leave their
young children to play on their
own. Added to this, the lack of
day-care facilities meansz that
mothers have to stay at home with
their children. This means that
both the mother and the child suf-
fer in their own wavs., The mothers
nave to stay at home to look alter

wne children. This prevense Lhem
from coing out to work. "he child=-
ren have neilther an excifinrs en=
vironment, nor any toys Lo make
their play more interestins and

enjoyable,
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was held =o
women in

A half-day workshop
that the interested
Tongaat South could come toget-
har and look at the possibility
of starting a creche, They real-
ised that a creche is a long-term
project and that it had to be

worked towsrds for the future.

A day-care committee and a fund-
raising committee were established
to work on organising the creche.
The day-care committee saw the
need to plan something which would
be uﬂafuf to the mothers and their
children, while the fund raising
committee was raising the money to
get the creche off the ground.
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%o the idea of having a toy lib-
rary was taken up. The toy library
was established and has now been
running for about one month. It i=
open for about 2 hours a day twice
a week, and the children loan toys
for a week at a time, at a cost
of 5 cents each, The toys belng
collected for this purpose will
alsno be able to be used in the
future crech=.
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A toy library can be very valuable
in a8 comnunity. It provides toys
for children to play with. In play
children can learn to co-gperate
and share with others.
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The toy library aleso gives mothery
some time free from having to nlwI,

% constant attention +to their chils

ren. Foseibly, in the futwrn,
mothers can come ftosether to
docide how best to use the poter
ial which  the tor 1ibrary prowvi«.
to help improva tneir oresenk
situztion.,
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