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Women behind

·t h e wheel

Don't kill us!
Can you drive?
This is man 's
work.... These
a re some of
th e things
passengers
s ay when the y
see a woman
driving a bus ,
Hassen l..orgaf
asked two
women bus
drivers a bout
their work

Bus dril'ing Is han:! work blrt that does not mun it's men's work

!
I
•
I

J
enny Solomon and Rachma Kubie were
among ne first women to be employed as
bus drivers by the Johannesburg

Municipal ity Transport Department. Some men
bus drivers did nor wanl women 10 join them.
"What do you want here? You must go and cook
at home!" was what some of them said.

Passengers also found it hard 10 accept. Jenny
remembers the days when her bus ran empty
" because passengers were not sure of us women
dri vers.

"When they eve ntually began 10 get into our
buses they would say things like 'don't kill us' ,
' can youdrive?' and ' this is a man's job", says
Jenny smiling.

Jenny laughs when Rachma describes how people
behaved when tbey saw women bus drivers: "When I
drove my bus down Pox Sneer many people were
shocked to see a woman driver. But thai was not the
end of it, because my bus was followed by Jenny in
her bus. You should have seen the shock on their
teces . two women bus drivers in a row! Thai was
too much for tbem!"

There is more laughter as Jenny tells of a
conversation she had with an old blind woman who
once boarded her bus:
Blind woman: "Is this the bus going to Forrest
Hill?"
Driver (Jenny): Yes lady, this is the bus going 10

Forrest Hill.
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"You should have seen th e
shock on their faces - two

women bus drivers In a rcwr'

Blind wo man: Listen lady. I'm talkinf: 10 tbe bus
drive r. nOl ln you!
Je nny: BUl l am the bu s driver.
Blind la dy: Oh! ... are thl:re women bus dr ivers
IlOW?

Althol.lf:h Jenny and Rachma b ugh and joke
abou l their job. bus driving is hard work. They
won odd hours and long sh ifts. Their wages are
ROC very good so d~y often worL ovenime 10

m;ale e nds meel. They ~1 bal::kache and problems
wilh sle>l-pinii because 0( shift worL. These lale
hours and the shifl worL affect family life . When
k nny f:OI married her huWand wanled h« 10 leave
" '(d. She lold him he m.uried her as a bus driver
and she ..ould tonl inue driving buses because she
loved her job.

Rachma and her husband have a "first eorre
first cook " policy- ue one who gets home first
does the tooking. Her husband also shares the
work of cleaning the ho use.

i
1 _

SPEAK asked R:lChma and knny ..hy they
became bus dri vers.

Jenny was workinf: as a secretary. when she
said jokingly 10 a friend who o..ned a driving
~hool thai she would like to ge l a code II licence
beca use she wanred to become a bu s driver. He
s;aid ....-hy not: and look her 10 the bus company

to apply for the job. She st.arted work as a bus
d river in March 19112. bel;:oming the secor.:1
..'oman d river 10 work for lhe company.

Rachma became a bus driver in February 1911].
Before Illal she was a factory woeker in a prinling
facl"ry for 12 )'taB. She became a bus d river
becau-e she wanted 10 do something d ifferenl and
challeng jng. The pay was also better.

Me n drivers are now used 10 working with
women d rivers . There are more women bus
d rivers I10W bUI it is still ma inly a man's job. Of
tbe !i20 bus dri ve rs who work for the company,
only I I are women.

A, ked what they like most about their jobs .
Rach ma and Jenny say they love meeting ne w

people. 0

• WIN

WIN!
Khathazlle Gasa's book

"The Concertina ­
Khathazile Follows Her

Heart"

Grandmother Khathazlle Gasa t ells
stories. 80m In t he ~adow of the
Drakensbere mountains. ~e t ells
of her different experiences • life ,
love, families and bel"& fVfeed to
move. The book Is written In eas)'

English. and has lots of
photographs,

f)..,. SPEAK ~ wi• • adI wlft • COPJ' of
11... •• book. s.fld pntnrd wltft pour

"_ ...cl ~'". tD: "The Concel'tiNo'
Boo:* I.»ck, Dr_ . SPEAK MlICazi PO
80. 261363. [acorn. 2023. Joh tburt.
SoIrth Alnn . Your entl')' could be 011. of tM
luck, 011" .
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WOMEN PRIESTS

•c,

I,
I

• • • AT LAST
who attended the Triennial
Synod of the Anglican Church
Province in South Africa. The
synod was held in Swaziland in
August this year. However, the
decision is not forced on all the
country's dioceses. It is left up to

Three women were recently ordained
as South Africa's first Angl1can

women priests. Nicola Conlngsby
went t o the event and spoke to one

of the hlstory-makers, Professor
Nancy Charton

individual bishops 10 decide
whether or not 10 allow women
priests in their diocese.

There was a moment of
tension in the Cathederal of SI
Michael and St George when
Bishop Russell asked if anyone

~ , had any reason why the
ceremony should not
go ahead - bUI no-one
stood up. Friends and
relatives joined the
ceremony, helping the
newly-ordained women
priests put on their
priestly clothes.

The Dean of

outh Africa's fi rst
Anglican women priests
were ordained in

Granamstown. Eastern Cape, in
September this year. Professor
Nancy Charron, Dr Bride
Dickson and Su Groves were
ordained by the Bishop
of Grahamstown, the
Right Reverend Russell.

Bishop Russell said it
was a "rich and special
day for all."

The decision that
women could be
ordained as priests was
made by 79% of those

s
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Hit-' or} II m* .Soirth Ahlell',lIrst til..._" Ancrlcllil pn.lb _
o rdllllllld. From " "" to~ Dt' Bride Die'"""', Profntor Hanej ChllttOll
lIiId s.. G.......

liave gifu which
are different bul
go together well
with the gifu or
mm. Tbe chutCh
hasn' l m:v,niKd
their gifu. onl)'
Iening them make
tell and do
housekeeping
duties. In
particular. women
have the girt of

I caring and the
Church hasn't
recognised this
gift"

O anon said
she felt sorT)' for
those who had

-""ordinalion of women. " I have
uperienced pain and rejeclion
for 16 years bul l haven ' lleft
the chun;h or made a song and
darce aboul it 1know the pain
they are experiencing and I pnoy
for them," she said. 0

'1t; '1 bQft 2000 ,._ tv ....
. 00:__ .... """'- MiftI:a-.
HlIlICJ' Cl\lIttolI, ... ljM""......

lIbie 10 bring 10 the t hurch that
is di fferenl lO whal male priests
co uld bring, she said: " Women

I
•
I ...............~

ewly-ordained Professor
Nancy Charron sa id:

"Jesus came to proclaim the
Kingdom 2000 years ago. It' s
taken 1700 years 10 eccepr
slavery wasn 't part of the
OlriSli.1ll dispensation and u's
taken 2000 yeal"$ to realise
women are full human beings.~

She said the decision would
make more women wanl to join
the rninisuy. ~Some women
have held back because they did
IlOI wllnl to aettp'I secoed-class
c itizenship in the chutCh. I
accepted it seve n yean ego in
obedience to OriS!."

A big problem has been
tradition. "Traditionally , people
with authority are men. It' s a
cul ture shock for some men and
women 10 eccept women a~
people with authority ._ Jesus
didn ' l take notice o f tradition .
He invited Mary to sit al h is feet
and Ieam the law when only
tnM could be K holal"$."

This was the sccood time
QIanon, who is 1I mimi Head

of the Rhodes Political Science
Ikpanrnc:nt. makes history. She
was the firSl woman deaco n in
lhe Anglic.1ll Olurch in South
Africa in 1985. Her parish is in
Grahamstown. She has three
childree and seven
grandchildren.

When asked what, as 1I

woman priest. she would be

GrahamslOwn.the Very
Rev~nd Anthony Mdleu he,
said in his s.ennon the chutCh
was standing between the dying,
old order and the new. emr:rCing
order. lie qlMXCd the An.:rican
civil riChu leader. Martin Luther
King. s.aying; ~what we see
lOday is a forelaS1C of Ihings 10
coee,"
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