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PREACHER
WITH A

MISSION
When It comes to equality between women and men, David Serekwane, national
organlser of the Congress of South Afr ican St udents (Cosas), Is a 'Morutl '
(preacher) with a mission. By Rosafee Tefefa

" Comrades must stop
talking a bo ut non­
sexism in the ir

offices. They should go ou t a nd
preac h equal ity."

As a nati on al orga niser of
C O"<lS, Dav id Se rekwane spends
most of his time visiting Casas
branches all across the co untry.
"Sometimes I find myself awa y
from home for a mon th or two: '
he says.

Serekwane says he be lieves
finnly in the ema ncipati on of
wome n: "t hat principle is
ce ntral in my life . I practice what
I preach ." He argues the
organisation 's principle and
practice of non -sexism has so far
been more successful in
differen t reg ions where " wome n
are members of thei r executives,
but are not represented on the
national level : ' All the members
of Cosas' nat ional executive are
male. He be lieves this gap has to

he c losed and supports the
organisation 's effort in this
regard: " 10 ou t of .11) de legates
fro m each region who will be
attending the Cosas nati onal
congress will be female:
comrades. Th is sho ws that we are

addressing the issue of
ineq ual ity,"
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David Serekwane, National
ortaniser 01COSAS

Sere kwane s:ays he only
became a "cham pion of women's
rights when I got invol ved in
poli tic s. Be fore tha t I was not
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even aware that men oppress
wome n." He be lieves: " it is our
culture that makes women feel
inferior and men superior."
Serekwane's awareness led him 10 •
accept be ing e lected as the
wome n's orgunise r for his SRC in
high school. " Other stude nts
laughed at me but l d id not mind.
T hey we re not info rmed about
Sl'J( i.sm and it was my task 10

educate them:' he says.
As a male who was trying to

get female students invo lved , he
experie nced ma ny problems: " It
was not easy gett ing female
students to be active members
who could make a differe nce ,
When they were alone they would
talk , but when in the company of
male comrades, they would keep
quiet and not participate."

SPEAK asked him how he
organ ised female students. " we
held di scussions and workshops
on sexism. These were successful
recause some of the female



comrades became confident
enough to participate in~tings

and present speeches: '
Serekwane is convinced the

only way wmncn can gel
involved in organi~tions is if
'lhey are given a c hance to do so.
We n«d 10 male StIR: that we
train fenule cOfTlr.k1es.. It is the
n:spo;lflsibility of people who are
leadi ng the OfIaniution, whether
male of female . As a you th
organisation. C~s is the right
place 10 begin such training."

He ~ys sexual hafll-ssment of
women by ma le comr.ldes also
JTI:Ikes it diffICult for women to
get invol ved: "when they meet a
female comrade they immediately
want to propose love to her. At
the end of the day she decides she
does not want to be poli tically•
involved an y m OR: . Disciplinary
rreasures should be take n in such
instances: ' He added these
instances incl ude sexual

harassment and rape that
happen a lot in schools in the
townsh ip. But d isc ip linary action
is not enough: " these problems
need to be solved in a way in
wh ich people will undemand
why we are figh ting apinst this
kind of behaviour. That is why
our education campaigns around
sexism, sellual harassrrem and
rape are so important," adds
~kwane ,

Y et I1llN of the time these
COllnp.a igns are 100st on the list

o f many organisation's agenda,"
The process o r educating
students on the issue of sexism
"has been succe ssful in that
female students an: presiden ts of
SRC 's and students are ge lling
used to the leadership of wome n,"

he says.
Fo r Sere kwane se x 01.00 AIDS

education sho uld be pan of eve ry

student's learning experience in
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school. " AIDS is the re, we can't

ignore it: ' he says . He is glad his

organ isation has taken a position
on th is is-sue: ..Co .....s leadership

recently held a workshop on
AIDS, We felt we needed 10 know

what it was all about. As pan of
the you th. students have 10 be pan
and parcel o f AIDS
awareness campaigns. We plan to
hold workshops in schools

together with progressive health
organi'l<lltions.

' '11te road 10 equality is long

and hard, but if we as the youth
educate ourse lves and our parents

a bout eq uality, things will c ha nge .
It is important tha t women in

South AfricOl sta nd up for the ir

righ ts. Those men who still
belie ve in the cu lture of
'I'm a man and I'm the boss'

must realise that things are

c hOlnging and the y also need to
c hange." 0
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