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In these painful times of trouble and unrest i t i s important to remember that i t i s the government that has caused these 
div is ions between everybody. I t Is the government that has forced us to l i ve i n separate connunities, that has emphasised d i f f 
erences between, and has given pr iv i leges and special treatment to some jus t to t ry and divide us. SPEAK was to ld the fol lowing 
story by a woman who l ived in Durban before Group Areas. The happy past she talks o f also re f lec ts the kind of future we should 
a l l be f igh t ing fo r . 

We stayed closely and f ree ly with a l l our Indian neighbours. 

Me a l l had big famil ied and used to sleep together with them 

on the f loors l ike one family. Ue shared what food we had i n 

times of t rouble. We were a close comunity sharing our times 

of happiness and our sorrows together. 

As ch i ld ren, we a l l engaged i n the same games and also 

mischief. We mixed English and Zulu and some Indian language 

- our own mixed language. A cousin of mine spoke one Indian 

language f l uen t l y . She was dressed by our Indian fr iends on 

her wedding day. 

Though we attended d i f fe ren t schools, they were d i r e c t l y 

opposite one another and we'd play together during break times 

and were taking the same bus to and from school. We were not 

aware that we looked d i f fe ren t from one another un t i l we were 

to ld to move out of Hayv i l le . I t was so painful when we were 

forcefu l ly separated from one another by the Group Areas Act. 

I have l ived a l l over Durban - Husgrave, Overport, S i lver ton, 

Mayvil le and Cato Manor. There, a l l races lived together with 

no problems. Ve used to make ' is iqatha* to sel l l i ke we do 

here i n the townships and there was newer any violence. 

Icame to Ourban to stay with my mother so that I could go to 

school. We stayed at Dunbar Road at Hayvi l le rent ing from an 

Indian fami ly . In th is area there was j us t no d i s t i nc t i on 

between races, I can't even mention things about the 'coloured 

people* as we were j us t one. There were a lot o f in te r 

marriages between Afr icn and Coloured people and those 

marriages are s t i l l s o l i d , some of them moved here in to 

Clermont and even now i t i s only because you have asked me 

that I think of them as being Coloured, 
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